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Electors’ General Meeting Procedure 
In accordance with clause 5.30 of the Local Government Act 1995, the Lord Mayor is to preside at an Electors’ 
General Meeting. Under clause 5.34 the Deputy Lord Mayor may preside if the Lord Mayor is not available. 

Regulation 18 of the Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 states that the procedure to be 
followed at an Electors’ General Meeting is to be determined by the person presiding at the meeting.  

The following procedure is provided for guidance only and the final procedure will be determined by the 
Deputy Lord Mayor at the meeting.  

1. All present are required to sign the attendance register upon entry to the Council Chamber, including 

name and address. 

2. Speakers must be electors of the City of Perth. 

3. The proceedings will be livestreamed.  

4. The proceedings will be recorded for the purpose of production of minutes, and speakers are requested 

to use the lectern microphone when speaking. 

5. No other audio-visual recordings are to be undertaken without permission from the Deputy Lord Mayor. 

6. The order of proceedings will firstly be reference to these rules by the Deputy Lord Mayor followed by: 

a. Declaration of opening and welcome 

b. Apologies and members on leave of absence 

c. Lord Mayor’s message 

d. 2023/24 Annual Report, Financial Statements and Auditor’s Report 

e. General business 

f. Closure 

7. During general business, questions, motions or statements may only relate to the matters that affect 

the local government and will be accepted at the discretion of the Deputy Lord Mayor. 

Electors proposing motions to the meeting 

8. Proposed motions must be submitted no later than 24 hours prior to the meeting. Forms are available 
on the City’s website https://perth.wa.gov.au/council/council-meetings 

9. Motions from the floor may be ruled out of order at the discretion of the Deputy Lord Mayor. 

10. The Deputy Lord Mayor will call for a mover and seconder for a motion. 

11. No motion is open to debate until it has been seconded. Only one motion shall be received at a time. 

12. Upon a motion being proposed, the Deputy Lord Mayor will call for speakers to address the meeting. 

13. When addressing the meeting, a speaker is to: 

a. Move to the lectern (unless able to do so due to sickness or a disability) 

b. State their name and address 

c. Address the meeting through the Deputy Lord Mayor 

https://perth.wa.gov.au/council/council-meetings/annual-electors-general-meeting-28-jan-2025
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d. Limit the question/ statement to fact, not opinion or supposition 

14. The mover of a motion has the right of reply and closes the debate. 

Voting at the meeting 

15. Once a motion has been moved and seconded, the Deputy Lord Mayor will ask for a vote on the motion 

from the electors. 

16. Each elector has one vote. An elector is not required to vote. 

17. Voting is determined by a show of hands. 

18. A simple majority carries the vote. 

Decisions made at the meeting 

19. The decisions of this meeting are not binding on the City of Perth Council. All decisions made at the 

meeting will be presented to Council for its consideration at its next practicable meeting. 

20. Minutes of this meeting will be available on the City’s website as soon as practicable after the meeting 

and before the next Ordinary Council meeting. 
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1. Declaration of Opening, Acknowledgement of Country/Prayer and Welcome 

The Presiding Member declared the Electors General Meeting for the City of Perth open at 5.04pm. 

 

The Presiding Member gave an Acknowledgement of Country: 

I respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which we meet, the Whadjuk Nyoongar 
people of Western Australia, and pay my respects to Elders past and present. It is a privilege to be standing on 
Whadjuk Nyoongar country. 

 

The Chief Executive Officer recited a prayer: 

Almighty God, under whose providence we hold responsibility for this City grant us wisdom to understand its 
present needs, foresight to anticipate its future growth, and grace to serve our fellow citizens with integrity 
and selfless devotion. And to Thee, be all blessing and glory forever. Amen. 

 

2. Attendance 

Elected Members in Attendance 

Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds 

Councillors Clyde Bevan 

 Liam Gobbert 

 Catherine Lezer 

 Raj Doshi 

 David Goncalves 

 Steven Wellard 

Officers in Attendance 

Chief Executive Officer  Michelle Reynolds 

General Manager Infrastructure and Operations  Allan Mason 

General Manager Commercial Services  Steve Holden 

General Manager Corporate Services  Wendy Attenborough 

A/General Manager Community Development Rebecca Taylor 

A/General Manager Planning and Sustainability Robert Farley 

Executive Director Governance and Strategy  Peta Mabbs 

Chief Finance Officer Michael Kent 

Alliance Manager Council Governance and Policy Charlie Clarke 

Council Governance and Policy Officer/Minute Taker Juna Latheef 

Council Governance and Policy Officer Tanya Toon-Poynton 

 

 

Public Gallery 

There were approximately 41 members of the public in the gallery. 
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2.1 Apologies  

Lord Mayor Basil Zempilas 

Councillor Viktor Ko 

 

2.2 Leave of Absence  

Nil. 

 

3. Lord Mayor’s Message 

The Deputy Lord Mayor delivered the Lord Mayor’s message: 

“Welcome to the Annual Electors General Meeting.  

No matter how you measure 2023-24, Perth has witnessed the biggest year on record. 

From record economic spending to record-breaking numbers of people visiting, exploring, and enjoying our 
City across every season, in 2023/24 our streets came alive, and our businesses thrived.  

From a business perspective, we saw a 10% increase in visitation compared with the previous year.  That 
coincided with a 21% growth in the City’s night-time economy. 

The run of consecutive months of record economic spend now dates back to December 2022.  
 
Perth has also proved to be the place to do business, with our CBD outperforming all capital cities in terms of 
office vacancy rates, returning the lowest vacancy rates since 2015.  

Perth has cemented its position as the events heart of Western Australia. 
 
We made a deliberate effort to build an events schedule that resets Perth as a city to visit all year round, not 
just in the summer months. 
 
We have created homegrown events like the month-long Boorloo Heritage Festival which brought 90,000 
people to 103 events in the traditional ‘off peak’ month of April. 

We also drove winter numbers up with the Plateful Perth August dining campaign, and we brought Lightscape 
back to Kings Park resulting in more than 110,000 enjoying their City of Light in a fresh, new way in winter. 

Tree Month in May was also revitalised, resulting in 250 trees being planted alongside our community.  

These events could not have been made possible without event partners.  There has been a modern approach 
taken by the City of Perth over the last two years. This year these efforts culminated in 13 event partners, 
including Lotterywest, Rio Tinto, Roy Hill, and Hancock Prospecting, providing more than $2.4 million in funding 
for free marquee community events that activated our City like never before.  

The City also committed more than $6 million to sponsorships and grants to activate and improve the City 
experience for our residents and visitors. The revenue from our parking business is vital in supporting these 
events and helps to keep costs down and rates low.  

Then there are the less obvious aspects to the great work and achievements at the City of Perth.  

It does read like a “Did you know” list, so if you will  bear with me. I’ll “Did you know” these: 
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So, in 2023-24, did you know: 
 

• 250 trees and 1,600 plants were planted and established. 
• 250,000kL of water was conserved with smart irrigation systems, ensuring we drew almost 30 per 

cent less than our allocation. 
• More than 3,900 tonnes of waste was recycled. 
• 1.7 million drivers took advantage of our free parking initiatives resulting in $12 million being 

returned to our community. 
• 90 per cent of committed projects were delivered. 
• The last of the 215 recommendations assigned to the City stemming from the Perth Inquiry were 

completed. 
• The City of Perth represented Australia as host of the World Energy Cities Partnership AGM in Perth 
• And we presented draft Riverfront Masterplan which is set to shape Perth’s future. 

 
There have been numerous challenges to overcome. 

One of the biggest challenges the City, and our State, has ever faced the unprecedented biological infestation 
known as the polyphagous shot-hole borer.  

Some of WA’s most historically and culturally rich trees, located in the City, are under threat, and the City’s 
team has done an outstanding job to fight the borer and save our tree canopy.   

In continuing to deliver world-class services for a safe, clean, green, and inclusive City, we also turned our eye 
to the future.  

We are currently home to more than 32,000 residents, and we expect up to 55,000 will live here by 2036. 

While we know our City consistently ranks as one of the most liveable in the world, we need to make sure we 
have the right infrastructure and services in place to cater for the growing population. 

I know this evening’s meeting is about the past year, I would just like to briefly tease the year ahead. 

We will get to work on a bold new City-shaping plan for the future.  The draft Riverfront Masterplan has the 
potential to deliver a world-class river park destination benefiting Western Australians for decades to come.  

We look forward to engaging the community in a conversation about the Riverfront and other priorities for 
Perth in the new financial year.  

It is 2025, and now is the right time to be bold about the future, and this Annual Report showcases the way we 
are working with our stakeholders and partners to deliver what is needed to keep the City shining bright for 
decades to come.” 

The Deputy Lord Mayor also stated: 

“Thank you Lord Mayor. I will also quickly add something on behalf of myself in regards to the Lord Mayor’s 
comments. 

Today marks my first time presiding this Council. As many of you know, the Lord Mayors is about to begin a 
Leave of Absence, and it is fair to say that the chances are he will not preside over any further meetings before  
the March election. 

With that in mind, I would like to acknowledge and thank him for the incredible work and dedication he has 
demonstrated over the past 4 and a half  years.  

As a fellow councillor and a member of the public like you all, I don’t think anyone could have foreseen just 
how effective, committed, passionate and hardworking the Lord Mayor would prove to be. The City of Perth is 
undeniably in a much stronger position today because of his leadership. 
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On a personal note, I can’t speak more highly of the support and effort he has extended to me to ensure a 
smooth transition during the handover period. He has been generous in allowing me to shadow him, sharing 
relevant information and duties, and providing me with everything I need  to help continue the work he started.  

Thank you to all our General Managers who have consistently given the City every chance to grow and thrive, 
while providing exceptional services and amenities to us all.  

And to our CEO Michelle Reynolds, your hard work, patience and leadership is nothing short of extraordinary. 
I can confidently say that Michelle is one of the most dedicated and capable colleagues I’ve ever had the 
opportunity to work with and we are all very fortunate to have her at the helm.  

The City of Perth is the envy of Councils across our great State, and that is the direct result of the exceptional 
team we have in place.  

As you address the Council later today with some great motions and some great questions, just hope you keep 
in mind the tireless commitment and passion and investment our team pours into the City everyday. It is a 
privilege to be part of it – an outstanding group all united by a desire to make Perth the best it can be.  

Thank you”.  

 

4. Annual Report, Financial Statement and Auditor’s Report 

4.1 2023/24 Annual Report, Financial Statements and Auditors Report 

Michael Kent – Chief Financial Officer 

The Chief Financial Officer spoke to the City’s financial performance in 2023/24. The presentation is available on 
the City’s website here. 

 

Resolution 

Mover: Adam Pacan 

Seconder: William Walter 

That the 2023/24 Annual Report, inclusive of Financial Statements and Auditors Report, for the City of Perth 
be ACCEPTED. 

CARRIED 

 

  

https://perth.wa.gov.au/-/media/Project/COP/COP/COP/Documents-and-Forms/Council/Documents/Council-Meetings/Agendas-and-minutes/2025/01--January/Presentation-Annual-Financial-Statements-2023-2024.pdf
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5. General Business 

5.1 Proposed Motions 

Motion 

Mover: John Morrison  

Seconder: Robin Harvey 

That the City of Perth: 

1. Acknowledges the hazardous condition of the footpath along Adelaide Terrace, East Perth, in front 

of the Fairlanes and Concerto buildings, caused by tree roots protruding from the pavement. 

2. That the City of Perth fix all the roots in front of the Concerto buildings and Fairlanes. 

CARRIED 

 

Motion 

Mover: Michelle Nutting 

Seconder: Neil Harvey 

To prioritise the safety and security of people who live, work and visit East Perth at a practical level by 

addressing unsecured and empty properties or land and how they attract antisocial behaviors, harbour public 

drunkenness and drug use, invite squatting, and the associated health hazards from rubbish, sharps, glass, 

etc. 

CARRIED 

 

Motion 

Mover: Catherine Janssen  

Seconder: Anna Fenelon  

In relation to the premises at 142 James St, Northbridge (the home of Pride Western Australia 

Incorporated and otherwise known as “Pride Piazza”): this motion requests Council to direct the 

Administration to:  

a. suspend any proposed tender process for alternative uses of the premises;  

b. agree to enter into a new Licence Agreement or extend the existing Licence Agreement with Pride 

WA through to the end of financial year 2026/2027; and  

c. negotiate variations to the terms of the Licence Agreement and associated Service Agreement to 

reflect the ongoing collaborative partnership between Pride WA and the City of Perth, and provide 

for increased support towards community activities, engagement and use. 

CARRIED 
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Motion 

Mover: Adam Pacan 

Seconder: William Walter 

For the City to install more DC fast charging stations within the City of Perth. 

CARRIED 

 

Motion 

Mover: Deni Symonds 

Seconder: Catherine Janssen 

Motion that the City meaningfully consult Stirling Precinct residents and community groups to develop a 

precinct plan, including an investment plan for the precinct’s streetscape and amenities. 

CARRIED 

 

Motion 

Mover: Deni Symonds 

Seconder: Jason Bo 

Motion that the City begin phasing out plastic from marketing and communications materials (e.g. corflute 

tree/pole wraparounds, vinyl banners, banner mesh, and plastic bunting) by the end of 2025. 

CARRIED 

 

Motion 

Mover: Deni Symonds 

Seconder: Dave Lee 

Motion that the City develop a plan for the City to provide lighting to Munster Lane. 

CARRIED 
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Motion 

Mover: Deni Symonds 

Seconder: Jason Bo 

Motion that the City commit to replacing removed or lost trees within a maximum of 12 months, with 

priority given to earlier replacement where feasible.  

CARRIED 

 

Motion 

Mover: Cyndi Levison 

Seconder: Cornel Levison 

To increase the picnic benches along the Boardwalk  

CARRIED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion 

Mover: Cyndi Levison 

Seconder: Cornel Levison 

To add additional lighting up the cotton palms along the straight part of Riverside Drive 

CARRIED 
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5.2 Public Questions 

 John Morrison – East Perth (Confirmed Elector) 

Q1 Can the Council confirm whether it is aware of the safety hazards posed by tree roots protruding 

from the footpath along Adelaide Terrace, East Perth, specifically in front of the Fairlanes and 

Concerto buildings? 

 Provided by the General Manager Infrastructure and Operations 

A1 The City manages and maintains more than nine thousand street trees which are planted for 

the benefit of the public.  

The Moreton Bay Fig Tree mentioned here is over 50 years old and has been valued by the City 

arborist at $41,593.90 for its amenity and ecological service. The tree has the potential to 

sequestrate 42 tonnes of CO2 over the lifespan of the tree. In addition, a tree of this size 

minimises the urban heat island effect, purifies the air and acts as a buffer to street noise, 

whilst also providing vital habitat connectivity. 

The City monitors and manages pedestrian paths to ensure alignment with the relative 

Australian Standards. 

In November 2024 paving was re-laid and resin bound aggregate applied to the tree well 

surrounds in front of the Concerto and Fairlanes buildings. Following recent site inspections, no 

trip hazards or path issues adjacent to the properties at 181 -189 Adelaide Terrace appear 

evident. 

Q2 What immediate and long-term measures does the Council intend to implement to rectify this 

issue and ensure pedestrian safety? 

 Provided by the General Manager Infrastructure and Operations 

The City of Perth audits all pedestrian paths regularly. Any maintenance issues are rectified as a 

priority. Where a site is considered unsafe, and the hazard cannot be immediately rectified, the 

site is identified with hazard indicators to ensure people are aware of the hazard and not 

exposed unnecessarily to risk. 

We appreciate members of the public alerting the City to issues when they become evident. 
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 Grey Roughan – Crawley (Confirmed Elector) 

Q1 The Avenue between Hacket Drive and Fairway has become a speedway , particularly late 

evening for groups of motor bikes, but also very noisy cars. It also carries heavy construction 

traffic for building sites further down. The City , about 6 months ago, took out a raised platform 

at the Fairway intersection and installed 2 speed bumps. This week the 2 speed bumps were 

removed and replaced with 2 raised platforms. 

None of this addresses the section between the two intersections mentioned above . 

What will the City do about this unacceptable traffic please? 

A1 

Provided by the Acting General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

Traffic Calming Measures on The Avenue  

The City made some adjustments to improve traffic management and safety along The Avenue on 
the 20 January 2025: 

1. Raised Intersection Update: The previously planned raised intersection has been removed 
due to ongoing noise and maintenance challenges. 

2. New Raised Plateaus: Raised plateaus have been installed instead to provide effective traffic 
calming around the intersection. 

Traffic Overview 

The Avenue is a busy arterial road, carrying up to 5,000 vehicle trips daily. While it’s not as direct 
as Stirling Highway, it offers an appealing alternative for local drivers, particularly given the scenic 
route near the river. Our data shows that average speeds are generally well-controlled indicating 
responsible driving behaviour. 

Traffic data also shows a slightly higher presence of larger vehicles, such as rigid trucks (4%) and 
prime movers (0.5%), likely due to ongoing construction in the area and limited alternative routes. 
The City monitors traffic volumes and will collect further data post-construction of the raised 
plateaus during school term times. 

Safety Record 

Over the past five years, there have been three minor, non-injury crashes between Hackett Drive 
and Fairway. This low incident rate reflects the generally safe driving conditions, with no evidence 
of excessive speeding contributing to serious crashes. 

Summary 

The Avenue plays an important role in the local transport network, connecting residents and 

facilitating daily travel through Nedlands. While high traffic volumes can be challenging, they are 

not currently a safety concern based on crash history. Additional traffic calming measures, 

beyond those already implemented, may lead to increased noise or congestion on nearby roads. 

For now, the City is focused on balancing accessibility and safety with ongoing monitoring to 

ensure the measures in place remain effective. This will be coupled with an initiative with Main 

Roads WA to potentially reduce the speed limit in the future to 40km/hr. 
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James Williams asked the following question on behalf of Susan Heather Graham-Taylor, who could not be 

in attendance. 

 Susan Heather Graham-Taylor – Nedlands (Confirmed Elector) 

Q1 The siting of a ferry terminal at Matilda Bay will have major environmental and recreational 

impacts affecting the amenity of the area. 

Has the City of Perth examined details of the proposal to assess any negative impacts for the 

ratepayers. 

If yes – what are the impacts? 

A1 Provided by the Acting General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

The Ferry Service Expansion Project is a State Government-led initiative. The City recently 

received a high-level briefing on the preliminary stages of the project. As this initiative is still in its 

early planning stages, it is not yet at a point where its potential impacts can be assessed. 

Understanding and mitigating environmental and recreational impacts will be the responsibility 

of the State Government.  As the State undertakes planning for this project the City of Perth, as a 

key stakeholder, can advocate on matters relevant to the project. 

Q2 If no – how will the City of Perth work with ratepayers to ensure that their views, knowledge and 

ideas on the environmental and social impacts of Metronet on the Swan, are taken into account? 

A2 Provided by the Acting General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

The City will be advocating to the State Government that it undertakes comprehensive 

engagement with the City, and directly engage with the community. Concerns and questions on 

environmental and social impact should be directed to the Department of Transport and Public 

Transport Authority, who are the two agencies leading this project. 

 

Grey Roughan asked the following question on behalf of Tom Wilson, who could not be in attendance. 

 Tom Wilson – Crawley (Confirmed Elector) 

Q1 Could the City of Perth consider installing a remote book locker in Crawley, say at the 

Broadway Fair shopping complex? 

A1 Provided by the Acting General Manager Community Development 

The City of Perth Library explored the option of installing a Book Vending Machine outside the 

library several years ago. At the time the cost, maintenance and ongoing management 

requirements proved prohibitive and the initiative was not pursued. 

The library team regularly reviews how it can extend services into the City’s neighbourhoods 

by looking at the services offered by neighbouring libraries, such as the Nedlands Library, and 

by offering the monthly Home Delivery service to those unable to visit their closest public 

library. 
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The City will continue to explore options such as the Biblioteca Remote Locker system and 

review whether it is a more financially and operationally viable option pending the cost and 

maintenance requirements. 

 Muriel Roughan – Crawley (confirmed Elector) 

Q1 What was the intent when redesigning and rebuilding the playground at J.H. Abrahams 

Reserve? 

A1 Provided by the Acting General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

The J.H. Abrahams Reserve playground was designed by consultants Four Landscape Studio 

(specialists in designing spaces for children and young adults) in consultation with the City of 

Perth and the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions. The design 

incorporates a variety of play opportunities for a wide range of children including young 

adults. Using natural materials sympathetic to the requirements of the Swan Canning 

Riverpark. 

Q2 While there are positive features of good shade provision and balancing opportunities, there 

seems to be a lack of more general activities suitable for a broader age range. There is a lack of 

sand play, water play and suitable swings. The only swing, the disc/basket swing, is currently 

too high for effective practical purposed.  

How does the City plan to cater for younger and older children? 

A2 Provided by the Acting General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

The playground has a variety of play experiences and provides improved physical and cognitive 

play opportunities compared to the previous playground. 

Sand and water play elements require daily maintenance visitation to inspect for the likes of 

sharp objects (syringes) and broken glass. Incorporating water play requires either the 

significant use of water or a filtration system in the case of a recirculating system. Sand and 

water play opportunities are provided at Wellington Square being a regional play space.  

The basket swing provides inclusive use, allowing all ages to participate either individually or in 

groups. The height of the swing complies with the relevant Australian Standards. 

Q3 The concrete slide while meeting standard regulations seems hazardous for young children, as 
it is currently presented.  

What is the intention of the concrete blocks and why do they not meet the Australian 

Standard for the fall zones? 

A3 Provided by the Acting General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

The concrete slide, rock scramble and deck comply with the Australian Standards, and provide 

a challenge for young children to negotiate. The limestone blocks include bevelled edges and 

handrails have been incorporated to provide support. Concrete slides are commonly used in 

playgrounds for their ongoing durability and performance. The slide consists of a solid slab of 

reinforced concrete shaped, honed and polished to provide a smooth sliding surface. The slide 
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is a proprietary product supplied by a reputable company in accordance with required 

Australian Standards. 

The City will arrange a site visit to better understand the use of the concrete blocks.  

Thank you for bringing these matters to the City’s attention. 

 James Williams – Nedlands (confirmed Elector) 

Q1 Considering the proposed ferry service will share the Swan River with other recreational users, 

what measures can the City implement or facilitate to prioritise the safety of all river users? 

A1 Provided by the Acting General Manager  

As previously provided at question 3.1. the Ferry Service Expansion Project is a State 

Government-led initiative. The City recently received a high-level briefing on the preliminary 

stages of the project. As this State initiative is still in its early planning stages, it is not yet at a 

point where its potential impacts can be assessed. 

Understanding and mitigating recreational impacts will be the responsibility of the State 

Government.  Concerns and questions on the impact on recreational users should be directed 

to the Department of Transport and Public Transport Authority, who are the two agencies 

leading this project. 

The City will be advocating to the State Government that it undertakes comprehensive 

engagement with the City and directly engage with the community. 
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Tim Graham-Taylor submitted the following question in writing before the meeting, however could not be in 

attendance. 

 Tim Graham-Taylor – Nedlands (confirmed Elector) 

Q1 The City of Subiaco seems to have a policy of designating certain areas as pedestrian and child 

friendly, and lowering speed limits to 30 kph. Notable examples are Rokeby Rd (north) and Evans 

Rd in Shenton Park.  

Does the City of Perth have any similar plans/policies 

A1 Provided by the Acting General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

In 2024 the City of Perth adopted its ‘Walking in the City Plan 2025 – 2035’. This plan identifies 

pedestrian priority areas and the various measures to improve the walkability of the city, 

including improving safety. 

The City has already implemented 40 km/hour speed limits in Central Perth and Northbridge, and 

a 20km/hour ‘shared’ zone around Hay and Irwin Streets where there is increasing levels of 

pedestrian activity.  Currently the City of Perth is investigating with other Perth inner local 

governments on the potential to reduce road speeds across other areas of the city to 40km/hour.   

 Naijiao (Jason) Bo– East Perth (confirmed Elector) 

Q1 In the 12 months since the amendment of CP1.6 in February 2024, which mandates business 

class travel for all elected members when attending authorized functions, how much has been 

spent in total on attendance related expenses, including but not limited to airfare, 

accommodation, support staff expenditure, gifts, and reimbursements for elected members? 

A1 Provided by the General Manager Corporate Services 

The City reports on a financial year basis and does not disaggregate within financial years (other 

than on a year-to-date basis).  

Expenditure on elected member travel in the relevant financial years was: 

2023/24                $ 84,845 

2024/25 (YTD)     $ 72,068 

Business class travel is not mandated in Council Policy 1.6 (Council Member Allowances, Fees and 

Entitlements). Elected member travel is, however, managed in accordance with Council Policy 1.6 

(Council Member Allowances, Fees and Entitlements) and Council Policy 4.5 (National and 

International Engagement). 

Q2 How does this compare to the 12 months prior to the amendment of CP1.6? (Feb 2023 - Jan 2024 

inclusive) 
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A2 Provided by the General Manager Corporate Services 

The City reports on a financial year basis and does not disaggregate within financial years (other 

than on a year-to-date basis).  

Expenditure on elected member travel in the relevant financial years was:  

2022/23           $10,312.  

2023/24           $84,845 

Q3 Given the requirement set out in CP4.5, policy 10, have all summary reports on key learnings 

been received by council? 

A3 Provided by the Executive Director Governance and Strategy 

Council Policy 4.5, titled ‘National and International Engagement’, was subject to a major review 

in late 2024.  Since Council approved the revised policy on 10 December 2024, there is a new 

requirement for a summary report on key learnings from each out-bound delegation.  Since the 

policy has been approved, there have not been any out-bound delegations.  

Q4 If not, which reports are still outstanding? 

A4 Provided by the Executive Director Governance and Strategy 

Not applicable – refer to above. 

Q5 Given the significant number international and national engagements, it is in the community's 

interest to view these summary reports and understand how these engagements are helping 

shape our policy platform in our local community, how can ratepayers gain access to view these 

summary reports? 

A5 Provided by the Executive Director Governance and Strategy 

The City through its various channels, communicates the highlights and learnings from key 

outbound delegations to keep its ratepayers informed before, during and after visits. 

The summary is for internal purposes only. 
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Dave Lee submitted the following questions in writing before the meeting.  As there was not enough time 

for all the questions to be asked and responded to, Mr Lee selected some questions from the list and asked 

them at the meeting.  All of Dave Lee’s questions that were submitted prior to the meeting are included 

below. 

 Dave Lee – West Perth (confirmed Elector) 

Q1 Is there a plan to introduce additional police, ranger, or security patrols, either walking or cycling 

in the evening in our neighbourhoods for enhanced safety in our city? 

A1 Provided by the Acting General Manager Community Development 

Community Safety is a key focus of the City and we currently have regular Safe City Patrols that 

incorporates Rangers and Security Officers. 

Our Safe City Patrols are supported by the CityWatch Surveillance Centre that operates 24/7 with 

an extensive CCTV network, that helps monitor and coordinate responses to issues. WAPOL is 

embedded within this centre on a 24/7 basis. 

The City is not able to comment on Police resources. However, there is a strong working 

relationship between the organisations, including the operation of a Central City Safety Working 

Group which meet regularly comprising WAPOL, Department of Communities and the City. This 

forum raises and prioritises issues which assists in coordinating response. 

Q2 Does the city have a budget and plan to introduce WA Police or security patrols on CAT buses for 

passenger and driver safety, as sometimes it can be very violent and unsafe, day and night, to use 

the CAT bus service? 

A2 Provided by the Acting General Manager Community Development 

The CAT bus system is overseen by the Public Transport Authority (PTA) and as such safety and 

security is in the purview of this agency. Any queries related to safety and security on the CAT 

network should be directed to the PTA. You can provide your comments and feedback via phone 

(08) 9326 2000 or email enquiries@pta.wa.gov.au 

Q3 In 2025, will there be any more inclusive extensions of the CAT bus route to include “On the 

Point” in the East of our city centre to support visitors and local business there or to the corner of 

Hay & Thomas Street in West Perth, turning left on Thomas to include Kings Park Road and our 

neighbourhoods residents on the edges of the city? 

A3 Provided by the Acting General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

Whilst the City works collaboratively with the Public Transport Authority (PTA) on bus routes 

through the City, PTA are responsible for the strategic planning of their bus routes. You can 

provide your comments and feedback via phone (08) 9326 2000 or email 

enquiries@pta.wa.gov.au 

mailto:enquiries@pta.wa.gov.au
mailto:enquiries@pta.wa.gov.au
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Q4 With increasing residential density in our city, are there any plans for new street light installations 

in our neighbourhoods, especially those streets and laneways on the outskirts that currently 

don’t have any? 

A4 Provided by the General Manager Infrastructure and Operations 

The City has a 5-year lighting plan which sets out the priorities for the City. The 5-year lighting 

plan is informed by a lux level study and community feedback.  

Over the next 5 years the City plans to continue to upgrade existing Western Power lights in all 

neighbourhood areas including Crawley/Nedlands, East Perth and West Perth.  

If you have any areas of specific concern, please raise with the City via 

info@cityofperth.wa.gov.au . 

Q5 Due to the varying start times in clearway / towaway zones in our city, would the City of Perth 

consider implementing a policy to send a warning alert text to visiting drivers, who have not 

returned to their car on time, prior to cars being towed away, rather than the current Mainroads 

text that notifies owners, minutes after a vehicle has already been towed, this could also help 

reduce the inconvenience and frustration for drivers and potentially improve traffic flow by 

preventing unnecessary towing while also showing goodwill to people often only 2 or 3 minutes 

late returning to their cars in our city 

A5 Provided by the General Manager Commercial Services 

Main Roads manage the oversight and operation of the Clearways within the City, this includes 

the operation of towing services. This feedback is best directed to Main Roads. 

Q6 Is there a strategy to address retail vacancies all over our city centre and in our City of Perth 

neighbouring retail strips? 

A6 Provided by the Acting General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

The City actively focuses on connecting property owners, leasing agents and potential new 

businesses to fill vacancies in the city. A variety of resources and services are available to new and 

existing businesses, including connecting them with grant opportunities such as the Business 

Improvement Grant and locating potential suitable premises. The City has no influence on the 

cost of leasing buildings that are privately owned. 

Q7 With homeless numbers visibly increasing, is there a plan to help those sleeping rough, many are 

now sleeping in retail doorways, day and night, is there any support for our retailers, who need 

safe and hygienic access to their stores for customers and staff, when open or closed, is there a 

policy on rough sleeping in retail doorways in City of Perth going forward? 
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A7 Provided by the Acting General Manager Community Development 

The City of Perth keenly advocates for support to people experiencing homelessness and 

acknowledges the key responsibility for homelessness and housing is the State Government, as 

per the State’s “All Paths Lead to a Home” ten-year homelessness strategy. 

The City’s Rangers and Security Officers provide a welfare first response to any of our vulnerable 

population including those sleeping rough. Individuals are engaged and where appropriate 

referred to the Department of Communities through our direct reporting to them. 

Our Community Safety team works with businesses directly who may be impacted by rough 

sleeping to provide advice on reporting to the appropriate agency. In addition, they provide 

advice on building safety and resilience utilising the crime prevention through environmental 

design global principles. 

Q8 In the light of increased Lord Mayor and city council members travel expenses last year in 2024 

after a vote by the council itself to upgrade from economy to business class flights for travel, does 

the city administration have oversight on this, where does this overspend of funds come from 

and  who pays for this, as this money is now gone, is it ratepayers and is there a plan to correct 

this and a budget to keep rates low going forward, how will you do this in 2025? 

A8 Provided by the General Manager Corporate Services 

As disclosed at Note 19 to the 2023/24 Financial Statements, expenditure on fees, expenses and 

allowances paid to Elected Members in the 2023/24 Financial Year was $603, 813. The initial 

budgeted amount was $601,774. The difference of $2,039 is not material to the overall budget 

and has no impact on rates.  

Since 2020 the City has, in aggregate, had the lowest rates increases of any Perth metropolitan 

local government area. Also, since 2020, the City has reset its finances, ensuring a solid budget 

outcome in each of the subsequent years. Had it continued on its previous trajectory, prior to the 

reset, the City’s finances would currently be $148 million worse off. 

Travel by all Elected Members is managed in accordance with Council Policy 1.6 (Council Member 

Allowances, Fees and Entitlements), Council Policy 4.5 (National and International Engagement) 

and Operational Policy 21 (Corporate Travel). 

The total cost of travel and accommodation for all Elected Members for the Financial Year 

2023/24 was $84,845 against a budget of $59,004. The difference was managed through the 

overall budget for Elected Members’ fees, allowances and expenses. 

Q9 Is there a plan in our city neighbourhoods to have access to (RVM’s) reverse vending machines to 

recycle cans and bottles more easily and locally, as some residents do not own cars, so cannot 

drive to further away recycling centres and would like to recycle 

 

  



 Electors General Meeting Minutes 
28 January 2025 

 

Page 22 of 29 

A9 Provided by the General Manager Infrastructure and Operations 

The City’s contract with Scheme provider WARRR (WA Return Recycle Renew Limited) includes 

licences for two Container for Change outlets. The City’s outlets include the Aberdeen Street CDS 

shed in East Perth and the Roe Street RVM in Northbridge. 

These locations are situated within high density catchments close to public transport with good 

access and ample parking. 

Recognising that some residents may not have access to private transport, or are located further 

away, the City does offer a click and collect service, which can be accessed via the City’s website. 

Q10 Is there a 2025 nighttime economy plan for our city centre and neighbourhoods? 

A10 Provided by the Acting General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

The City partners and delivers programs to promote the CoP as an extended hours destination 

with a vibrant Night Time Economy (NTE).  Key features are the extensive events program that 

the City delivers, sponsorship of event delivery by external parties and the free night-time 

parking.   

The City engages with all Capital cities through the Council of Capital City Lord Mayors (CCCLM) in 

monitoring of NTE spending. In 2022/2023 NTE sales turnover increased by 21% to $1.56 billion 

the highest increase in the nation for that period. This growth reflects the city's thriving nightlife 

and robust economy. The City estimates the 2023/2024 NTE spending remains high with a further 

increase of 2.56% 

Q11 Lightscape, Kings Park is a for-profit business that receives ongoing annual city grants while also 

charges ratepayers for entry, does the company that manages Lightscape add value to our city 

neighbourhood’s or nearby West Perth’s nighttime economy or promote local businesses like 

café, bistro, bar or restaurants in their advertising or promotions? 

A11 Provided by the Acting General Manager Community Development 

Kings Park engage with businesses nearby in West Perth and within the city CBD, encouraging 

businesses to leverage off the increased foot traffic generated by the 6-week Lightscape event. 

Businesses promoting special offerings for Lightscape ticketholders are promoted through the 

Lightscape event on visitperth.com. More business engagement is planned for the 2025 event. 

In 2024, 25 local businesses engaged in the event. 

Q12 If not, why? How much do they receive annually and is this ongoing grant an effective use of 

ratepayers' money? 
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A12 Provided by the Acting General Manager Community Development 

The City supported Lightscape as it offers 6 weeks activation at night over winter. 

The City supported Lightscape in its inaugural year in 2023 (2023 sponsorship value = $200,000) 

and again in 2024 (2024 sponsorship value = $320,000 inc. GST). 

Over 300,000 people attended Lightscape in the 2023 and 2024 seasons of the event.. 

Q13 Is there an outcome on application or planned start date for construction or completion update 

for Woolworths in West Perth? 

A13 Provided by the Acting General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

The 2021 planning approval is still valid until mid 2025.  In 2024 the applicant lodged a new 

planning application for the site that incorporated various land uses as well as the supermarket, 

however this was subsequently withdrawn by the applicant before a decision was made by the 

State Government.  Therefore, there is no date for commencement of works. 

Q14 Are there plans for more major supermarkets in our more densely growing neighbourhoods? 

A14 Provided by the Acting General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

The City of Perth Local Planning Strategy identifies the need to investigate development 

incentives for the provision of a supermarket in East Perth and West Perth.  As part of the new 

draft Local Planning Scheme No. 3 (LPS3) the City is developing these incentives.  The draft LPS3 is 

currently with the State Government for approval to commence formal consultation.  The draft 

development incentives policy will be released for consultation alongside the draft LPS3 following 

State Government approval. 
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 Jane Boxall (Nedlands) – Confirmed Elector 

Q1 While the fires in LA are a timely reminder of the havoc they can wreak in residential areas with 

little warning, what measures are being taken in Kings Park to ensure that nearby residences are 

safe from a wildfire such as the one that destroyed the front of the Park above Mounts Bay Road 

a few years ago. Will we see more cold burns in winter, cameras to deter arsonists and an 

absence of dwellings such as cabins in the park with their potential to accidentally initiate fires in 

surrounding heavy bushland? 

A1 Provided by the Acting General Manager Infrastructure & Operations 

Kings Park is under the care and control of the Botanical Gardens and Parks Authority (BGPA). 

The BGPA Bushfire Management and Response Plan documents BGPA’s fire management 

objectives and strategies that are implemented to reduce bushfire related risk. It also documents 

BGPA’s response procedures for a bushfire in Kings Park. 

 Neil Harvey (Nedlands) – Confirmed Elector 

Q1 What measures are being investigated or carried out to encourage the many vacant commercial 

properties in Royal Street, East Perth to be leased in the foreseeable future? 

A1 Provided by the Acting General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

The City has dedicated business support officers that work to connect property owners, leasing 

agents and potential new businesses to fill vacancies in the city.  

While the City recognizes that it does not have influence on the leasing of privately owned 

buildings, it has developed avenues for businesses to access grants, whether they are new and 

existing businesses to assist with reducing vacancies. These grants include Business Improvement 

Grants and Business Relocation Grants. 

 Anna Elisabeth Vanderbom (Nedlands) – Confirmed Elector 

Q1 As a follow up from the question raised last year concerning the Lord Mayor's potential conflict of 

interest in standing as a Liberal candidate.  

Question A and B 

How has the City's relationship with the State government been impacted by this duality? 

How has the City's representation of its ratepayers been impacted by this duality?  

A1 Provided by Executive Director Governance and Strategy 

The City works professionally with all State Government Agencies. 

Q2 If the Lord Mayor were to return to his position at the City after the State election, what 

measures would be in place to ensure local government representation is the primary focus? 
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A2 Provided by Executive Director Governance and Strategy 

Section 2.8 of the Local Government Act 1995 and sections 10 & 11 of the City of Perth Act 2016 

outline the functions and obligations of the Lord Mayor when carrying out that role. 

Q3 At the December Council Meeting we were informed that the budget for press advertising was 

only $10,000 and was used on an as-needed basis solely for stories and media releases.  

How much would it cost the City to provide monthly segments and public notices in the Post? 

A3 Executive Director Governance and Strategy 

The City spent around $20 million on events, activations, sponsorship, grants and marketing. The 

marketing budget (which pays for a range of destination marketing activity including billboards) 

was $3 million in 23/24.  

The marketing program is designed to encourage people from across the metropolitan area to 

visit Perth and support our ratepayer businesses. Whether they come in to dine, shop, catch up 

with friends at a bar or visit our many cultural attractions, visitors inject money into the City’s 

economy. 

The $10,000 referred to in the question comes from the Communications and Media and is used 

to advertised Council-related activity in community newspapers including The Post, For example, 

it was used to place adverts relating to the 2023/24 City of Perth budget.  

The City’s communications strategy doesn’t include monthly advertising in The Post or any of the 

other community papers that are distributed within the City of Perth of Perth’s boundaries.  

The City did at one time advertise across all three papers but it wasn’t cost effect.  

The Post’s website however shows that a full-page ad costs from $1,980 excluding GST.   

Q4 When will the City review its media policy and start advertising its events in our local Post 

newspaper for the benefit of residents and at a miniscule cost compared with its centre-of-the-

City based promotions for a wider audience which do not benefit our local ratepayers who are 

helping to foot the bill? 

A4 Provided by Executive Director Governance and Strategy   

The “centre-of-the-City" promotions referred to are designed to encourage people to visit the 

City and support our ratepayer businesses.  Local community press has been included in this 

program. 

Q5 This hot summer has highlighted the need for shade along Monash Avenue, particularly between 

Hardy Road and Hampden Road on the southern side, opposite facilities like the Dental Hospital.  

How soon can tree planting along Monash Avenue be made a priority? 

A5 Provided by the General Manager Infrastructure and Operations 

Infill tree planting to improve canopy coverage, provide shade and reduce heat island affect is a 

key driver of the City’s Urban Forest Plan.  
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Replacement tree planting has commenced along Monash Avenue with several trees planted in 

the past twelve months.  Subject to ground conditions plans exist to plant a further 26 trees 

between April and May 2025. 

Q6 How could residents be informed about the City's tree planting program for our area? 

A6 Provided by the General Manager Infrastructure and Operations 

Information on Urban Greening including tree planting can be found on the City’s website, ‘street 

tree map 2024’ which highlights the proposed species and locations for planting.  

Residents will be informed of the works prior to commencement. 

(https://perth.wa.gov.au/community/sustainability-hub/urban-greening) 

 

James Williams asked the following question on behalf of Brian Langenberg, who could not be in 

attendance. 

 Brian Langenberg (Nedlands) – Confirmed Elector 

Q1 Given the State Government’s recent decision to have a river ferry terminal on Matilda Bay, what 

areas of Matilda Bay A-Class foreshore reserve will be allocated to parking and public transport 

for this terminal? 

A1 Provided by the General Manager Commercial Services 

We have had a recent briefing with the State Government on this matter. At this stage there are 

no specific details of any car parking to support the proposed ferry terminal at Matilda Bay. 

Q2 Given that it’s been reported that the State Planning Minister has recently indicated he wants 

rezoning for more infill in Peppermint Grove plus the reports that the WA Planning Commission 

has overruled the City of Perth’s rejection of the proposed student accommodation in Fairway 

Nedlands, will the City have any effect on or control of future infill planning and development to 

ensure infill development that respects the local culture and character of the street or area, or 

will the City continually be overruled by the WA Planning Commission and the State Planning 

Minister? 

A2 Provided by the Acting General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

The City of Perth Local Planning Strategy identifies an overall residential growth target for the City 

of Perth of 55,000 residents by 2036.  This target is broken into each of the city’s six 

neighbourhoods. 

Importantly this strategy also identifies ‘character areas’. This is to ensure that as planning for the 

long term development of the city occurs that the character of local areas is respected in new 

developments. 

These planning directions set out in the Local Planning Strategy have been incorporated into the 

City’s draft new Local Planning Scheme No. 3, which is currently with the State Government for 

approval to commencement formal consultation. 

https://perth.wa.gov.au/community/sustainability-hub/urban-greening
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In terms of the Crawley – Nedlands neighbourhood, the Western Australian Planning Commission 

has taken responsibility for the planning of the area and is proposing preparation of an 

Improvement Scheme .  This Scheme will include the residential areas of the Crawley and 

Nedlands neighbourhood as well as UWA and the QEII Medical Centre precinct.  Adjoining areas 

of the City of Nedlands will also be included.   

The City will work with the State Government on the preparation of the Improvement Scheme.  

This will include providing background technical documents such as its character assessment of 

areas. 
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5.3 Public Questions Taken on Notice 

 Adam Pacan – East Perth (Confirmed Elector) 

Q1 How does the city intend to make up parking revenue shortfall without raising rates? 

A1 Provided by the General Manager Commercial Services/Chief Financial Officer 

The City dynamically models its future funding profile through the 10 year Long Term 
Financial Plan. The plan incorporates a balanced range of funding sources including grants, 
investment revenues, fees & charges, cash-backed reserves and commercial opportunities 
in addition to the rates and parking revenue streams. 

The City’s Parking Services Unit is preparing a proposal to make changes to parking fees 
and arrangements for Elected Members to consider to take into account:  

1. The loss in revenue as a result of the reduction in parking bays at the Concert Hall 
and Queens Garden Car Park (total of 917 park bays) 

2. The escalating costs in operating the parking business 

3. The significant investment made to date in the implementation of new equipment 
and systems 

 

 Robin Harvey – East Perth (Confirmed Elector) 

Q1 When you ring City Watch, why don’t they answer City Watch? They now answer with 
‘City of Perth’ when they used to answer ‘City Watch’? Can we change it back so they 
answer as City Watch 

A1 Provided by the Acting General Manager Community Development 

Citywatch is a part of the greater City of Perth services and forms a portion of the City’s 
overall customer service functionality. 

The Customer Service team are trained to receive all forms of enquiries from the public 
and to answer and/or re-direct calls or queries as they come in and Citywatch follows this 
customer experience protocol.  In this regard, the standard call answer across the City is 
“City of Perth, how may I help”. 

As Citywatch is a 24/7 service it picks up a broad range of customer service calls 
particularly at night and over the weekend and these calls may pertain to waste, noise, 
parking, rates etc and thus the standard call answer protocol is applied. 

If the call relates to community safety, the operators will immediately confirm that the 
caller is speaking with CityWatch. 
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6. Closure 

There being no further business, the Presiding Member declared the meeting closed at 6:53pm. 
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