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Information 

This information is provided on matters which may affect members of the public. If you have any queries on 
procedural matters, please contact a member of the City’s Governance team via 
governance@cityofperth.wa.gov.au. 

 

Question Time for the Public 

An opportunity is available at Council meetings for members of the public to ask a question about any issue 
relating to the City. This time is available only for asking questions and not for making statements. Complex 
questions requiring research should be submitted as early as possible to allow the City time to prepare a 
response. 

The Presiding Person may nominate a member of staff to answer the question and may also determine that 
any complex question requiring research be answered in writing. No debate or discussion can take place on 
any question or answer. 

To ask a question, please complete the Public Question Time form available on the City’s website 
www.perth.wa.gov.au/council/council-meetings.  

 

Disclaimer 

Members of the public should note that in any discussion during a meeting regarding any item, a statement 
or indication of approval by any council member, committee member or officer of the City is not intended to 
be, and should not be taken as, notice of approval from the City. No action should be taken on any item 
discussed at a meeting of a Committee prior to written advice on the Committee or Council’s resolution being 
received.   

Any plans or documents contained in these minutes may be subject to copyright law provisions (Copyright Act 
1968, as amended) and the express permission of the copyright owner(s) should be sought prior to their 
reproduction. 

 

 

 

mailto:governance@cityofperth.wa.gov.au
http://www.perth.wa.gov.au/council/council-meetings
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1. Declaration of Opening 

The Presiding Member declared the Ordinary Council Meeting for the City of Perth open at 5:00pm. 

 

2. Acknowledgement of Country/Prayer 

The Presiding Member gave an Acknowledgement of Country: 

I respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which we meet, the Whadjuk Nyoongar 
people of Western Australia, and pay my respects to Elders past and present. It is a privilege to be standing on 
Whadjuk Nyoongar country. 

 

The Chief Executive Officer recited a prayer: 

Almighty God, under whose providence we hold responsibility for this City grant us wisdom to understand its 
present needs, foresight to anticipate its future growth, and grace to serve our fellow citizens with integrity 
and selfless devotion. And to Thee, be all blessing and glory forever. Amen. 

 

3. Attendance 

Members in Attendance 

Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds (Presiding Member) 

Councillors Clyde Bevan 

 Raj Doshi 

 Liam Gobbert 

 David Goncalves 

 Viktor Ko 

 Catherine Lezer 

 Steven Wellard 

Officers in Attendance 

Chief Executive Officer  Michelle Reynolds 

General Manager Infrastructure and Operations  Allan Mason 

General Manager Commercial Services  Steve Holden 

General Manager Corporate Services  Wendy Attenborough 

General Manager Engagement and Activation  Andrew Lane 

General Manager Planning and Sustainability Maria Cooke 

Executive Director Governance and Strategy  Peta Mabbs (retired at 8:02pm) 

Chief Financial Officer  Michael Kent (retired at 8:02pm) 

Alliance Manager Council Governance and Policy Charlie Clarke 

Council Governance and Policy Coordinator Ebony Mackey 

Council Governance and Policy Officer/Minute Taker Kahla Thornton 
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Public Gallery 

There were approximately 40 members of the public in the gallery. 

 

3.1 Apologies  

Nil. 

 

3.2 Leave of Absence  

Councillor Viktor Ko (10 March 2025 to 5 May 2025, inclusive).  

 

3.3 Applications for Leave of Absence  

 

4. Announcements by the Deputy Lord Mayor 

The Deputy Lord Mayor expressed his pride in the community voice of Perth and the engagement at the 
Council Meeting with the community members that were present.  

He noted that Councillors have had some constructive conversations with the administration, particularly 
relating to safety and public art; the topics of interest tonight. The Deputy Lord Mayor mentioned there is a 
safety forum next week, and therefore he has decided to defer his relating motion at Item 19.5, pending the 
report and statements from stakeholders at the forum and the upcoming city safety report. The Deputy Lord 
Mayor thanked the administration for the engagement with Councillors and the community on these sensitive 
topics to focus on solutions and meaningful outcomes.  

The Deputy Lord Mayor announced a special acknowledgement and gratitude for Alliance Manager 
Governance and Policy, Charlie Clarke, thanking her for all the work and support she provides to himself and 
the City. Charlie’s professionalism, knowledge of governance and consistent commitment to making the city 
run smoothly was noted as a standout quality from the Presiding Member.  

The Deputy Lord Mayor also commended the previous Lord Mayor, Basil Zempilas and all his achievements 
whilst in office at the City of Perth and as tribute, lead the Chamber in three cheers of recognition. 

 

5. Disclosures of Interests  

 

 Name  Councillor Liam Gobbert 

Item number and title  Item 16.1 Events Plan 2025/26 

Nature of interest Impartiality Interest 

Interest description  “I attended Lightscape 2023 in my capacity as Deputy Lord Mayor 
representing the City. I attended the Lightscape 2024 in accordance with 
the attendance at events policy – no association has been formed and 
this represents an impartiality interest only.” 
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Name  Councillor Viktor Ko 

Item number and title  Item 16.1 Events Plan 2025/26 

Nature of interest Proximity Interest 

Interest description  “I own a property at 108 Terrace Road, East Perth” 

  

Name  Councillor Steven Wellard 

Item number and title  Item 16.1 

Nature of interest Impartiality Interest 

Interest description  “I am still a board member of Perth Frontrunners who hold events at 
Elizabeth Quay and the city throughout the month of November.” 

  

Name  Councillor Catherine Lezer 

Item number and title  Item 16.2 Heritage Adaptive Reuse Grant 

Nature of interest Impartiality Interest 

Interest description  “For consistency and completeness, I am a Councillor on Heritage 
Council of WA.” 

  

Name  Councillor Catherine Lezer 

Item number and title  Item 19.5 Notice of Motion – Strategy for Public Art Conservation, 
Exhibition, and Acquisition in the City of Perth 

Nature of interest Impartiality Interest 

Interest description  “For consistency and completeness, I am a Councillor on the Heritage 
Council WA.” 
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Name  Councillor David Goncalves 

Item number and title  Item 19.5 Notice of Motion – Strategy for Public Art Conservation, 
Exhibition, and Acquisition in the City of Perth 

Nature of interest Impartiality Interest 

Interest description  “Lorenna Grant and Joshua Walters are known to me. 

John Morrison, Robin Harvey, Lesley Warren, Dave Lee, Shirely Vine, 
Helen Curtis, in the East Perth Community Group and other areas.” 

 

Name  Councillor Catherine Lezer 

Item number and title  Item 19.6 Notice of Motion – Activate Free Car Parks for Wellington 
Square Event Days 

Nature of interest Proximity  Interest 

Interest description  “Royal Street Carpark is adjacents to land a closely associated person to 
me has an interest.” 

 

6. Public Participation 

6.1 Responses to Public Questions Previously Taken on Notice 

The following question was taken on notice at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 25 February 2025. 
The response is provided below: 

Jason Bo, East Perth 6004 

Q1 In the background information provided in the agenda, it mentions 25 local businesses were 
engaged as part of this event in 2024, will the administration reveal the names of all 25 
businesses engaged? 

Provided by the General Manager General Manager Engagement and Activation  

A1 Businesses were encouraged to leverage off the increased foot traffic Lightscape generated 
into the City.   

25 local businesses created special offers which were promoted as part of the event.   

The City is unable to comment on or share data that does not belong to the City. The details 
of the 25 businesses belong to Lightscape. 
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6.2 Public Questions 

David Lim, Shenton Park 6008 

Q1 11.2 Draft Residential Design Local Planning Policy 

In both this item and Item 11.3, the background notes refer to the Council seeking approval 
from the Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) on 30 April 2024 to advertise 
draft Local Planning Scheme No.3. It has been almost a year since this approval was sought: 

a. What is the delay in WAPC approving advertisment of the draft Scheme? 

b. How can the City follow up on the progress of this approval with the WAPC and list 
it on its meeting agenda? 

What is the turnaround time for WAPC approving / endorsing Local Planning Policies as 
opposed to Schemes? 

Provided by the General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

A1 a. What is the delay in WAPC approving advertisement of the draft Scheme? 

A new Local Planning Scheme for the capital city is complex, as it involves a multi-facetted 
approach to assessing the implementation of the endorsed Local Planning Strategy through 
the new Local Planning Scheme No. 3.  This requires careful and detailed consideration of 
matters such as the proposed zoning, land use permissibilities, plot ratio, bonus plot ratio, 
and Residential Density Codes for every property in the City of Perth.   

Given the draft scheme is with the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage, it is 
recommended that this question is best directed to the Department 

b. How can the City follow up on the progress of this approval with the WAPC and list it on 
its meeting agenda? 

The City’s officers follow up with the Department on a regular basis through email and 
telephone. The City does not have control over the listing of reports to State Government 
committees. 

c. What is the turnaround time for WAPC approving / endorsing Local Planning Policies as 
opposed to Schemes? 

The Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 does not specify 
a timeframe within which the Department is required to assess local planning policies. 
However, only local planning policies that vary specified provisions of the R-Codes are 
required to be approved by the WAPC. Otherwise, local planning policies are determined 
by the local government. 

Q2 15.1 Monthly Financial Statements - January 2025 

Under Council Affairs, the comments section mentions the City’s involvement in Bilateral 
Business Council events and the reinitiation of the International Engagement for Education 
Exchange and Picture Yourself Scholarships. 

a. What do these items relate to? 

b. How do they encourage collaboration and innovation?  

c. Who has access to these initiatives and how do people apply? 
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Provided by the Executive Director Governance and Strategy  

A2 a. The City is a member of a small number of Bilateral Business Councils and works to 
support and collaborate with these Councils to host events/activities that provide 
value to the City’s ratepayers and stakeholders. Education exchanges are currently 
facilitated through existing Sister-City relationships.   

b. The events provide knowledge-sharing opportunities that showcase Perth-based 
businesses and technologies to a wider audience and/or provide information and 
examples of opportunities present overseas to assist Perth-based businesses looking 
to expand and engage in these markets.  

c. Access to these initiatives is targeted and tailored and contingent upon the role the 
City undertakes in relation to the City’s partnerships. 

Q3 15.1 Monthly Financial Statements - January 2025 

Under Community Safety, there is reference to a Community Safety Project being on track 

a. What does this project relate to and comprise of?  

b. How does this address recent issues highlighted in East Perth? 

Provided by Chief Financial Officer/General Manager Community Development 

A3 The Community Safety Project is a project of the 24/25 Corporate Business Plan, adopted 
by Council in July 2024. The project commenced in the first quarter of the 24/25 financial 
year and is due for completion in the 4th quarter. The scope includes assessing the 
appropriateness of the Safe City Plan (2021-2025), the strategic operating and regulatory 
framework and the interdependencies for the delivery of community safety, (i.e. working 
in partnership with other agencies), associated strategies and policies, internal operating 
models and the contemporary use of security infrastructure, data and technology. 

The review, as commissioned, is City wide rather than location based and aims to determine 
what programs and services would be fit for purpose for a city that is aiming to nearly 
double the number of residents that reside there by 2035. 

Q4 15.1 Monthly Financial Statements - January 2025 

Under Transport and Urban Design, there is a line-item Red Light Running Study.  

a. What does the project involve? How long is the study being run for? How does this 
study address transport issues within the City? 

b. What community consultation will be conducted? 

Provided by Chief Financial Officer/General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

A4 This is a follow-up to a study conducted in 2018 which examined key intersections with high 
pedestrian activity. The initial study, completed in October 2024, showed a decrease in red-
light running at some key intersections since 2018. To verify this change, additional data is 
being collected, with results expected by the end of March 2025. 

Once the data is received, we will share the findings with key agencies, including the Road 
Safety Commission, Main Roads WA, and WA Police. The Road Safety Commission plays a 
crucial role in ensuring public education is appropriately resourced if red-light running 
remains a concern. 

It should be noted that this is purely a data collection exercise that aims to monitor these 
intersections and the level of change.  No community consultation is proposed. 
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Q5 15.1 Monthly Financial Statements - January 2025 

Under Waste and Cleaning, line-item Food Organic and Garden Organic (FOGO) Roll Out 
commentary mentions a report being presented to the February council meeting to 
progress the project.  

a. What is the delay in providing the report to Council for consideration? When will it 
be presented? 

b. How much is being allocated for the roll out of kitchen caddies and bin liners to 
ratepayers? 

c. How is the City addressing adopting FOGO in residential apartment buildings / 
complexes in terms of collaborating with strata councils / Council of Owners for 
effective adoption? 

Provided by Chief Financial Officer/General Manager Infrastructure and Operations 

A5 a. The FOGO Council Report is expected to be presented at the May 2025 OCM. 

b. $36,000 has been allocated to cover caddies and bin liners for roll out of FOGO in 
Single Unit Dwellings. 

c. The first stage roll out of FOGO is limited to Single Unit Dwellings (SUDs). Initial FOGO 
trials in Multi Unit Dwellings (MUDs) identified high levels of contamination resulting 
in all FOGO collected going to landfill. An intensive education program will be 
developed for MUDs prior to offering a FOGO service to MUDS. 

Q6 15.1 Monthly Financial Statements - January 2025 

Under Property Management, there is a favourable variance for government subsidies for 
affordable housing.  

a. What housing infrastructure has the City facilitated in terms of construction of 
affordable housing?  

b. How have these government subsidies been applied? How has this assisted 
ratepayers and residents in the current housing crisis? 

Provided by Chief Financial Officer/General Manager Commercial Services 

A6 In 2013 the City completed the development of 48 residential units at 111-133 Goderich 
Street, East Perth. The entire development was leased to Access Housing Australia for a 
period of 10 years who sublet individual residential units to qualifying key inner-city 
workers at a subsidised rent with contributions from the State and Federal Governments 
through the National Rent Affordability Scheme (NRAS). The NRAS ended in 2023 and the 
City has preserved subsidised rents for those existing low income tenants. 

Q7 15.1 Monthly Financial Statements - January 2025 

Under Planning and Sustainability, there is a line-item for Smart Lighting Control.  

a. What does this involve? How is this being installed?  

b. What areas of the City is this being implemented? 
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Provided by Chief Financial Officer/General Manager Infrastructure and Operations 

A7 The City has approved the implementation of a Smart Lighting Control System for its street 
lighting and external feature lighting. 

This project involves the implementation of an advanced Internet of Things (IoT)-based 
lighting management system, enabling remote monitoring, adaptive dimming, scheduling, 
and real-time fault detection. The system is designed to enhance energy efficiency and 
reduce maintenance costs for the City's existing and future street lighting and external 
feature lighting infrastructure. 

The system is being installed by integrating smart nodes into existing and new streetlights, 
which communicate via a central management platform. Installation includes mounting 
control units on luminaires, configuring wireless communication, and connecting to the 
Smart Lighting Control software platform for centralized control.  

The City of Perth is divided into six distinct neighbourhood areas, each featuring a unique 
lighting strategy that highlights its individual character. Over time all lighting within these 
areas will be integrated with the new smart lighting control system. Given the scale of each 
neighbourhood, the rollout is planned to be phased over several years. 

Q8 15.2 Schedule of Accounts Paid - January 2025 

What does the Main Roads payment of $3,394.49 for Loops Reinstatement relate to? 

Provided by the Chief Financial Officer/General Manager Infrastructure and Operations 

A8 This cost relates to resurfacing projects undertaken recently by the Infrastructure and 
Assets team. When an intersection is resurfaced with new asphalt, the traffic loops are 
required to be reinstated. 

Q9 15.2 Schedule of Accounts Paid - January 2025 

WSP Australia Pty Ltd was paid $6.867.85 for traffic modelling, where was this done and for 
what project? 

Provided by the Chief Financial Officer/General Manager Infrastructure and Operations 

A9 The traffic modelling was undertaken for the Hay Street Two-Way Project from William to 
Elder Streets. 

Q10 15.2 Schedule of Accounts Paid - January 2025 

$3,567.94 was paid to DADAA for a Tactile Tour for the Christmas Trail and $605.00 to 
Auslan Stage Left for Auslan services for NYE event. What budget does the City have for 
making services and events more accessible? 

Chief Financial Officer/General Manager Engagement and Activations 

A10 The budgets to deliver the events program are outlined within the annual Events Plan. 
There are no fixed amounts for accessibility features at events. The services and features 
are booked as per event requirements and community needs. This includes implementing 
the key actions as set out in the City’s Disability Access and Inclusion Plan. 

Q11 15.2 Schedule of Accounts Paid - January 2025 

What does the $20,746.00 payment to ID Consulting Pty Ltd for 2025 Subscription to 
Economy I.D. relate to? 

 



 Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 
25 March 2025 

 

Item 19.1 Page 13 of 357 

Provided by the Chief Financial Officer/General Manager Engagement and Activations 

A11 Economy ID is an Economic Analysis Software System that the City’s Economic 
Development unit subscribes to annually to derive some of the City’s economic reporting 
from. ID Consulting is the owner of this information service. 

Q12 15.2 Schedule of Accounts Paid - January 2025 

$95,370.66 was spent for City Wide Street Tree Watering and Maintenance. With the 
increase in number of and duration of heatwaves, how is the City tracking in terms of 
spending on tree watering? What provision will there be in next year's Budget for 
(potentially) an increase in frequency and use of these services? 

Provided by the Chief Financial Officer/General Manager Infrastructure and Operations 

A12 The tree watering budget for 24/25 is $670,000 with expenditure year to date being 
$585,335. Budget planning for tree watering considers that all new trees are watered for 
five years post planting at a frequency of twice weekly in the warmer months. The budget 
for 25/26 is $670,000, if required additional funds will be considered as part of the annual 
budget review in January 2026. 

Q13 15.2 Schedule of Accounts Paid - January 2025 

What specific work was carried out to address the wear and tear of the shared path at the 
Blue Boat House for $13,450.69? 

Provided by the Chief Financial Officer/General Manager Infrastructure and Operations 

A13 Recent works at the Blue Boat Shed were undertaken to address ongoing safety concerns 
arising from conflicts between pedestrians and cyclists at this busy attraction. 
Improvements included new line marking, green surfacing to highlight conflict areas, and 
warning messages such as 'slow down' for shared path users. To minimize disruptions on 
Mounts Bay Road, the works were carried out at night. 

Q14 16.1 Events Plan 2025/26 

At the Agenda Briefing Session last week, verbal commentary mentioned that it potentially 
was the City’s intention to hire the barge / floating stage not just for the City’s events in 
November 2025 and March 2026, but for the whole intervening period. 

What was cost of hiring the floating stage for the Lotterywest Summer Nights series of 
events from 11-18 January 2025? 

Provided by the General Manager Engagement and Activation 

A14 The City of Perth collaborates with appointed City Contractors to develop and manage 
various elements of the Events Plan program. For the Lotterywest Summer Nights series, 
the provision, supply, and management of the production, artist coordination, and stage 
programming (including the supply, management & maintenance of the floating stage) 
were outsourced to a City Contractor.  The total cost of the Contractor to deliver all parts 
of the scope of works was $483,950 ex GST. 

Q15 16.1 Events Plan 2025/26 

What costs were attributable to the upkeep and general maintenance of the stage, such as 
cleaning of accumulated dirt? 
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Provided by the General Manager Engagement and Activation 

A15 There were no costs for upkeep or general maintenance of the stage. These were borne by 
the Contractor. 

Q16 16.1 Events Plan 2025/26 

What approvals from the State government were required for installing the stage at 
Elizabeth Quay? 

Provided by the General Manager Engagement and Activation 

A16 The Elizabeth Quay Inlet is managed by Development WA who approve use of the water 
inlet and manage the associated jetties. The City of Perth also gives notice to Department 
of Maritime, and Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (Swan River 
Trust) who manage the waterways outside of the Elizabeth Quay inlet. 

Q17 16.1 Events Plan 2025/26 

What types of uses does the City envisage will attract event organisers to hire the stage in 
the intervening period? What will be the tender / application process? 

Provided by the General Manager Engagement and Activation 

A17 The City of Perth intends to develop an Expression of Interest (EOI) process for the use of 
the pontoons during periods when they are not required for the City's Events Plan program. 
This process will provide event organisers or other organisations with the opportunity to 
propose a variety of uses that align with the City’s vision for vibrant, engaging, and diverse 
activations. Details regarding the application process, selection criteria, and terms of hire 
will be outlined as part of the EOI documentation. 

Q18 16.1 Events Plan 2025/26 

What arrangements will be made to ensure public safety around the stage, especially for 
adventurous river users and members of the public who may use it in an inappropriate 
manner? 

Provided by the General Manager Engagement and Activation 

A18 The City of Perth is committed to ensuring public safety and compliance regarding security 
and water safety. The City will work closely with Development WA to implement 
appropriate management measures for the pontoons during their use. This may include, 
but not be limited to, security oversight, signage, and other risk mitigation strategies to 
prevent unauthorised or unsafe use by the public. 

Q19 17.2 Amendment to 2025 Council Meeting Schedule 

What currently constitutes a quorum for the holding of Council Meetings given the position 
of Lord Mayor is now vacant (and foreshadowing item 17.4 addressing whether to hold a 
Lord Mayoral election whose term may run to 18 October 2025). 

Provided by the Executive Director Governance and Strategy/Alliance Manager Council Governance 
and Policy 

A19 The quorum for a meeting of a council or a committee is at least 50% of the number of 
offices (whether vacant or not) of members of the council or the committee (sections 5.7 
and 5.19 of the Act; regulation 8 of the Administration Regulations).  

For the City of Perth, this is 5 elected members. 
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Q20 17.2 Amendment to 2025 Council Meeting Schedule 

What preparations have already been made for attendance of the Australian Local 
Government Association (ALGA) National General Assembly (NGA) in Canberra from 24-27 
June 2025? How many Elected Members and administrative staff are attending? 

Provided by the Executive Director Governance and Strategy/Alliance Manager Council Governance 
and Policy 

A20 No decisions have been made at this stage regarding confirmed attendees at the ALGA 
National General Assembly. 

Q21 17.2 Amendment to 2025 Council Meeting Schedule 

What budget has been allocated for attending the event in terms of purchasing Day or Full 
NGA registrations, attending the Regional Forum and social functions in addition to travel 
and accommodation? 

Provided by the Executive Director Governance and Strategy/Alliance Manager Council Governance 
and Policy 

A21 Every year Councils’ approved budget makes provision for elected member attendance at 
events, professional development and travel.  No decisions have been made at this stage in 
terms of which elected members may attend the ALGA National General Assembly and the 
agreed itinerary of any proposed participants. 

Q22 17.2 Amendment to 2025 Council Meeting Schedule 

What report will be provided to Council on attendance of the event? 

Provided by the Executive Director Governance and Strategy/Alliance Manager Council Governance 
and Policy 

A22 In accordance with Council Policy 4.5, a report is to be provided to elected members and 
the Executive Leadership Team. Following attendance. 

Q23 17.2 Amendment to 2025 Council Meeting Schedule 

On the conference website, ALGA has published a Discussion Paper entitled ‘National 
Priorities Need Local Solutions’ on twelve priority areas, facilitating any local government 
attending to submit a motion for debate at the Assembly, with motions due by Monday 31 
March 2025: 

a. Will the City be submitting a motion? If so, what will it about and which priorities will 
it address? 

b. How is the City currently placed in delivering place-based solutions, providing 
practical programs for services and infrastructure, and developing and implementing 
policies to strengthen local government? 

Provided by the Executive Director Governance and Strategy/Alliance Manager Council Governance 
and Policy 

A23 Yes, please refer to agenda item 11.4.  This motion addresses climate change. 

The City is well positioned in delivering placed-based solutions, programs and policies.  
Please refer to the City’s website. 
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Q24 17.4 Appointment of Western Australian Electoral Commission to Conduct the City of 
Perth 2025 Ordinary Election 

With many metropolitan councils in a similar position at their March Ordinary Council 
meeting (OCM) in deciding whether to hold extraordinary election(s) for seats vacated (due 
to successful ex-Councillor State Election campaigns): 

What is the likelihood that the Deputy Lord Mayor will have to use his casting vote to pass 
Council resolutions given this may happen more frequently from now until October (as 
demonstrated at the February OCM)? 

Provided by the Executive Director Governance and Strategy/Alliance Manager Council Governance 
and Policy 

A24 The Lord Mayor’s vacancy on Council means that the City now has an even number of 
elected members on its council. Therefore, a tied vote, requiring a casting vote, is more 
likely. 

Q25 17.4 Appointment of Western Australian Electoral Commission to Conduct the City of 
Perth 2025 Ordinary Election 

Advice provided to the City of Nedlands from the Electoral Commissioner about when an 
Extraordinary Election could be held, mentioned that the earliest this could happen is in 
June, given the date of the Federal Election is yet to be announced.  

How long is the induction for the Lord Mayor? How long would the successful candidate 
potentially hold the position? 

Provided by the Executive Director Governance and Strategy/Alliance Manager Council Governance 
and Policy 

A25 If the City was to hold an extraordinary election in June to fill the position of Lord Mayor, 
the new Lord Mayor would hold the position until the end of the current term of the Lord 
Mayor's office, 16 October 2027. 

An intensive multi day induction is provided to all newly elected members, and then both 
mandatory and additional ongoing training is provided throughout their term of office. 

Michelle Nutting– East Perth, 6004 

Q1 Will Council consider expanding the scope for Motion 19.1 to also include the feasibility etc. 
of fencing off a wider area to secure the gardens along Wellington St, Bennett St and Hill St 
to ensure that the anti-social behaviours don’t move into the gardens, onto the footpaths 
and closer to the surrounding residential buildings. 

Provided by the General Manager Planning and Sustainability  

A1 This motion is specific to exploring feasibility of fencing the Wellington Square Children’s 
Playground . Should Council amend the motion to consider fencing around the park; the 
scope, cost and timing of such a piece of work would need to be reconsidered having regard 
to the considerations already put forward in 19.1 and have regard to the broader principles 
of providing accessible and public open spaces that are available for all. 

Helen Curtis (on behalf of Save the Kebab advocacy group) – Perth, 6000 

Q1 Ore Obelisk And Public Art Removal 

Were the three options for the Ore Obelisk — conservation, relocation, or decommissioning 
— presented to Council as promised in early 2022? 
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Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A1 A report for Council has not been prepared on this matter and the artwork has not been 
deaccessioned. 

Q2 Ore Obelisk And Public Art Removal 

Were relevant stakeholders and the community consulted on2 the fate of the Ore Obelisk 
before its removal? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A2 The removal of the artwork was approved on the advice of engineering investigations that 
commenced in 2016. The decision to remove it was entirely based on concerns relating to 
public safety. Following the fall of an 80kg piece of rock from a four metre height in 2020 
Engineering investigations found that several of the levels were at immediate risk of further 
rock falls and recommended that the work be removed for safety reasons. Feedback from 
the artist’s family, the City’s Culture and Arts Advisory Group and other key stakeholders 
will be considered before future options for the Ore Obelisk are presented to Council. 

Q3 Ore Obelisk And Public Art Removal 

Was a significance assessment undertaken for the Ore Obelisk before its removal? If so, will 
Council make public the results? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A3 The artwork’s significance was never in question and it remains as an accessioned item in 
the City of Perth Cultural Collections. The artwork was removed based on recommendations 
from structural engineers due to significant safety concerns. 

Q4 Ore Obelisk And Public Art Removal 

Was a conservation plan developed for the Ore Obelisk? If so, can it be made publicly 
available? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A4 A Conservation Plan was not developed for the Ore Obelisk when it was created and 
installed in 1971. 

The work was, and continues to be, monitored as part of the Public Art maintenance 
program. 

Preventative and reactive conservation works carried out on the artwork have been guided 
by a number of reports including a 2016 Structural Assessment undertaken by Worley 
Parsons, a 2017 Public Art Condition Assessment undertaken by the Grimwade Centre, a 
2020 Structural Engineer Report prepared by Advisian and a 2021 Structural Inspection 
report prepared by Capital House Australasia. 

Q5 Ore Obelisk And Public Art Removal 

What is the City's current plan and timeline for the Ore Obelisk, which has been in storage 
for four years? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A5 Options for the Ore Obelisk’s future will be informed by engineering assessment currently 
underway. 
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Q6 Boonji Spaceman Installation 

Why was the Boonji Spaceman acquisition approved despite it being a mass-produced 
artwork, inconsistent with Public Art Policy CP4.8? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A6 Principle 3(f) of the City’s Public Art Policy (CP4.8) states that public art in the City of Perth 
will ‘showcase the best of contemporary Western Australian, Australian and international 
art, encouraging new ideas and the application of new technologies and approaches’. The 
Boonji Spaceman also satisfies Criteria 13(h) in relation to relevance in that the work relates 
to the 1962 triple orbit of the Earth by American astronaut John Glenn and the subsequent 
identity of Perth as being a ‘City of Light’. Its temporary installation close to Council House 
connects it to the role of the City of Perth in the 1962 event and the City’s brand as a ‘City 
of Light’. The placement in Stirling Gardens is supported for 12 months. Principle 3(f) of the 
City’s Public Art Policy (CP4.8) states that public art in the City of Perth will ‘showcase the 
best of contemporary Western Australian, Australian and international art, encouraging 
new ideas and the application of new technologies and approaches’. The Boonji Spaceman 
also satisfies Criteria 13(h) in relation to relevance in that the work relates to the 1962 triple 
orbit of the Earth by American astronaut John Glenn and the subsequent identity of Perth 
as being a ‘City of Light’. Its temporary installation close to Council House connects it to the 
role of the City of Perth in the 1962 event and the City’s brand as a ‘City of Light’. The 
placement in Stirling Gardens is supported for 12 months. 

Q7 Boonji Spaceman Installation 

Why did the cost of acquiring and installing Boonji Spaceman increase from an initial quote 
of $50,000 to $171,000? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A7 At the 25 June 2024 Ordinary Council Meeting Council unanimously endorsed the Notice of 
Motion to allocate a budget of $250,000 to the acquisition and installation of the artwork. 
This budget incorporates City direct costs as well as the quote to internationally transport 
and install the artwork.  

Q8 Boonji Spaceman Installation 

Why is the City funding the artist's travel, accommodation, and an opening event linked to 
a private exhibition? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A8 The City is not funding any travel, accommodation or an opening event related to the artist 
or a private exhibition. 

Q9 Boonji Spaceman Installation 

Was the installation of Boonji Spaceman intended to coincide with Brendan Murphy’s 
exhibition at Gullotti Galleries? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A9 The timing of The Boonji Spaceman is dependent on freight travel times, assembly and 
installation schedules. 
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Q10 Boonji Spaceman Installation 

What is the rationale for placing Boonji Spaceman at Stirling Gardens, how does it align with 
CP4.8’s requirement that public art respond to local site context? How does it align with 
the City’s Conservation Management Plan for Stirling Gardens?  

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A10 A Heritage Impact Assessment was prepared to ensure that the installation of the artwork 
would not contravene the objectives of the 2020 Stirling Gardens, Perth - Heritage 
Management Plan. The Heritage Impact Assessment identifies The Boonji Spaceman as 
generally having minor impact on Stirling Gardens as a proposal for a temporary installation. 

Q11 Boonji Spaceman Installation 

Did the City consult the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH) about placing 
Boonji Spaceman at Stirling Gardens? If so, what was their feedback? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A11 The proposal for the temporary installation at Stirling Gardens was referred to the 
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH) and subsequently to the Heritage 
Council for consideration. The Heritage Council provided support for the temporary 
installation of the ‘Boonji Spaceman’ in Stirling Gardens. DPLH subsequently provided 
confirmation that the proposed artwork meets the definition of a public work, as defined in 
Schedule 1, item 31 of the Public Works Act 1902. 

Q12 Boonji Spaceman Installation 

Why is the City pursuing a temporary location for Boonji Spaceman, knowing that relocation 
will incur further costs? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A12 Approval to display the artwork in Stirling Gardens is for 12-month period. Its temporary 
installation close to Council House connects it to the role of the City of Perth in the 1962 
event and the City’s brand as a ‘City of. A more suitable long-term site for the work such as 
in Elizabeth Quay is being investigated. 

Q13 Boonji Spaceman Installation 

What is the rationale for placing Boonji Spaceman at Elizabeth Quay, how does it align with 
CP4.8’s requirement that public art respond to local site context, where exactly at EQ is that 
site? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A13 The City has commenced initial investigations only into a suitable long term site for the 
artwork. While Elizabeth Quay is a preferred option, other sites may also be investigated. 
Site contexts and community and stakeholder engagement will be considerations in this 
decision making. 

Q14 Decommissioning of Other Public Artworks 

Was a structural report completed before the removal of Lorenna Grant’s Arch? If so, can 
the findings be made public? 
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Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A14 A structural report was prepared in August 2023. It identified significant corrosion to the 
artwork’s sub framing and recommended that in situ work to address issues relating to the 
artwork would be impractical. 

Q15 Decommissioning of Other Public Artworks 

Why was Arch removed instead of being repaired in situ, when a repair quote under 
$50,000 was provided? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A15 An initial quote was provided by the artist for remedial work only to replace some of the 
panels. Subsequent engineering investigations identified more significant issues relating to 
the artwork’s condition and a subsequent cost estimate of $193,000 was provided by the 
artist to the City. A structural inspection report stated ““Primary Structural framing….is 
severely corroded, requiring substantive remediation”, meaning work could not take place 
in situ. 

Q16 Decommissioning of Other Public Artworks 

What are the City’s plans for the 30 sculptures by Greg James and Drago Dadich formerly 
installed at Russell Square? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A16 These works have been removed, conserved, cleaned and packed for storage. The works 
were removed following the decommissioning of the Russell Square pagoda water feature 
due to safety concerns. They may be considered as part of the concept design process for 
the Russell Square revitalisation project. 

Q17 Decommissioning of Other Public Artworks 

What is the plan for the mosaics created through the State Images Community Art 
Competition at Barrack Square? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A17 Artworks at Barrack Square are currently under the management of Development WA and 
matters relating to those artworks can be directed to Development WA. 

Q18 Decommissioning of Other Public Artworks 

What is the status and repair timeline for Water Labyrinth by Jeppe Hein? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A18 Recommissioning of the Labyrinth is dependent on the replacement of the artwork’s pump 
and filtration systems in Forrest Place. The extent of this work has been documented 
however is extensive as the system requires to be upgraded to comply with current Health 
Department regulations. These works along with other works in Forrest Place are on hold 
until the interface and impacts of the Carillon City redevelopment project have been 
determined. 

Q19 Decommissioning of Other Public Artworks 

What is the City’s current plan for Grow Your Own by James Angus in Forrest Place? 
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Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A19 Grow Your Own is managed as part of the public art maintenance program. It was 
completely repainted in mid 2022 and is in excellent condition. The City continues to 
investigate options to mitigate the negative impact of bird life on the artwork. 

Q20 Policy And Strategy Alignment 

Why is the City not operating in line with its own Public Art Strategy, particularly in terms 
of conservation, transparency, and commissioning of new works? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A20 The City manages its Cultural Collections in line with Council Policies 4.7 Cultural Collections, 
4.8 Public Art and 4.9 Commemorative Works. The acquisition of The Boonji Spaceman was 
unanimously endorsed by Council through a Notice of Motion at the 25 June 2025 Ordinary 
Council Meetings. It is not a new commission. 

Q21 Policy And Strategy Alignment 

Has any money from the former Public Art Reserve been allocated to the Boonji Spaceman 
project? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A21 No 

Q22 Policy And Strategy Alignment 

How many new public artworks has the City commissioned since adopting the Public Art 
Strategy in 2015? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A22 Since 2015 the City has commissioned 11 three-dimensional public artworks and 
approximately 30 murals that remain active. 

Q23 Policy And Strategy Alignment 

Why has a Public Art Master Plan not been developed, as committed in the Strategy? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A23 A review of the Public Art Strategy is currently underway and the requirement for a Public 
Art Masterplan will be considered as part of that review. 

Q24 Policy And Strategy Alignment 

Why was the Public Art Advisory Panel disbanded, and why aren’t current advisory groups 
consulted on major decisions? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A24 The condition of the Ore Obelisk was raised with the Cultural Advisory Group Public Art Sub 
Committee on 8 September 2020. The City continues to engage with the current Culture 
and Arts Advisory Group on important matters relating to public art. On 19 September 2024 
part of the meeting was dedicated to a discussion on long term asset renewal planning for 
the City’s Public Art Collection and on 27 March 2025 the Administration will discuss 
matters associated with commemorative works in the Collection. 
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Kate Parker – Perth, 6000 

Q1 I am interested in understanding if the Council are aware that a similar report of this nature 
was completed in 2020? The report reviewed the City’s collections and proposed several 
opportunities to invest in the care of these collections in line with best practice 
methodologies. I would also like to understand why the Council are considering the 
commissioning more works, through an Art Prize, as per DLM motion point 3, which 
requires significant investment, when the existing, extensive collection of artworks are not 
in proper storage or care? 

Provided by the General Manager Community Development 

A1 The City acknowledges the work of the 2021 Cultural Collections Service Review and 
considers it to be a valuable planning resource. 
Elected Members considered the recommendations of the review in early 2021 in relation 
to service levels. The City continues to use the Review for future planning as relates to the 
Cultural Collections and will use it to inform the current Public Art Strategy review. 

Neil Harvey– Perth, 6000 

Q1 In view of recent experience of syringes, drug use, broken glass and anti social, drunken and 
aggressive behaviour in the Wellington Square Intergenerational Playground, surely the 
Wellington Square Masterplan 2018 referred to by the Administration Response to Notice 
of Motion (page 298, point 4) must be considered out of date. Seven years later, parents 
are reluctant to allow the children to play in the area because of the dangers presented. 
The principles identified in the masterplan consultation process about not fencing the area 
must be considered secondary as the park is no longer being used as it was intended. Clearly 
current strategies are not working, something new needs to be done. Can the City of Perth 
please explain:  
a. Other than investigating the feasibility of a fence around the playground and 

basketball courts, what additional options are being considered by the Council to 
improve safety and accessibility to Wellington Square and the playground?  

b. How will the city engage with Whadjuk Aboriginal Corporation and elders to ensure 
that community safety is given priority in the consultation process given the current 
state of the park? 

Provided by the General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

A1 The administration will continue to support and grow the comprehensive strategic and 
operational engagement between the City, WA Police and relevant State Government 
agencies, including the Department of Communities, regarding antisocial behaviour in the 
area. This includes the coordination of patrols and the sharing of information. Citywatch 
will also continue to monitor the City, including this area, and relay issues to WAPOL, 
Rangers, Parks, Facilities, and Waste and Cleansing depending on the nature of the issue. 
The City has a dedicated phone line accessible by any member of the public at any time of 
the day or night to report issues or the public can also use the Snap Send Solve App or Live 
Chat sessions between 8.00am and 6.00pm. Signage, virtual display boards, and mobile 
CCTV cameras will continue to be deployed in an on demand basis as well. 
Wellington Square is a State Registered Site of Significance, meaning any major 
infrastructure works in the park require consultation with both the Whadjuk Aboriginal 
Corporation and the City’s Elders Advisory Group to gain their support. Since the original 
design—including the playground—was developed through a co-design process with 
Whadjuk Working Group representatives, further engagement is also necessary. 
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The following member of the public submitted a question in writing less than 24 hours’ prior to the meeting 

in relation to matters not on the agenda. This question has been taken on notice and the response will be 

included in the Agenda for the next Ordinary Council Meeting on 29 April 2025: 

Glennys Marsden, Perth 6000 

Q1 Riverfront Masterplan 
The map shown in the Leisure Precinct is incorrect e.g. food outlets are shown in the lagoon. 
Plus there is mention of a carpark, but the location is not shown. Will the map be updated 
ASAP? What will happen with the responses from people who completed the survey prior 
to the update as they were using incorrect information? Will they be informed about the 
error and asked to complete the survey again? 

 

6.3 Deputations 

6.3.1  John Morrison who spoke FOR the recommendation on Item 19.1 

6.3.2  Robin Harvey and Mayor of the Town of Victoria Park Karen Vernon who spoke FOR the 
recommendation on Item 19.2 

5:36pm  Councillor Liam Gobbert raised a Point of Order under Standing Orders Local Law 2009 section 

5.8b as follows: 

“I would like to raise a point of order under Standing Order 5.8a and request you as chair 

acknowledge the presence of the distinguished visitor Mayor Karen Vernon.” 

The Deputy Lord Mayor acknowledged the point of Order and recognised the presence of 

distinguished guest, Mayor Karen Vernon.  

6.3.3  Shirely Vine who spoke FOR the recommendation on Item 19.3 

6.3.4  Dave Lee who spoke FOR the recommendation on Item 19.3 

6.3.5  Lorenna Grant who spoke FOR the recommendation on Item 19.5 

6:30pm General Manager Corporate Services departed the meeting during Deputation 6.3.6. 

6:33pm General Manager Corporate Services returned to the meeting during Deputation 6.3.6. 

6:36pm  Executive Director Governance and Strategy departed the meeting during Deputation 6.3.6. 

6.3.6  Helen Curtis who spoke FOR the recommendation on Item 19.5 

6.3.7  Joshua Walters who spoke FOR the recommendation on Item 19.5 

6:38pm  Executive Director Governance and Strategy returned to the meeting during Deputation 6.3.8. 

6:43pm  Councillor Liam Gobbert departed the meeting during Deputation 6.3.8. 

6.3.8  Lesley Warren who spoke FOR the recommendations on Items 19.1, 19.2 and 19.6 
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6:45pm  Councillor Liam Gobbert returned to the meeting during Item 7. 

7. Confirmation of Minutes 

 

Council Resolution  (OCM-25/03-029) 

Mover: Councillor Clyde Bevan 

Seconder: Councillor Catherine Lezer 

 
That Council CONFIRMS the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 25 February 2025as a true and 
correct record, subject to the following addition at the end of page 31: 

“The administration has sought legal advice and can confirm that there was no breach of written 
law, specifically a breach of clause 67 of the Deemed Provisions which states that Council ‘… is 
to have due regard to [the policy or other matter] to the extent that, in the opinion of the 
[Council] those matters are relevant to the development the subject of the application…’. 
Council’s decision to support the approval of the wall sign at 28-42 Ventnor Avenue, West Perth 
has been made following consideration of the officers assessment of the signage proposal 
against the provisions of LPP4.6 ( and any other specified matter).” 

CARRIED UNOPPOSED (8/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Viktor Ko, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 

 

8. Questions by Members which due Notice has been Given 

Nil. 

6:49pm  Councillor Steven Wellard departed the meeting during Item 9. 

6:51pm  Councillor Steven Wellard returned to the meeting during Item 9. 

 

9. Correspondence 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following statement: 

“City of Perth Public Artworks 

Since 2021 two City of Perth prominent public artworks have been removed from their original display 
locations for public safety reasons. Both have been rehoused in secure storage locations. 

The Ore Obelisk was removed from Stirling Gardens in 2021 and The Arch, which was located at the 
intersection of Lake Street and James Street, Northbridge, was removed in 2023.  

Ore Obelisk 

The Ore Obelisk was installed in Stirling Gardens in 1971 as a monument to Western Australia’s rich mining 
heritage. 
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In 2016, a piece of stone fell from the structure which initiated the start of a regular monitoring process of 
the piece.  

In January 2020, an 80kg piece of stone fell from a height of 4m from the sculpture.   

Following that incident, a structural engineer’s investigation noted the degrading condition of the Ore 
Obelisk and it was raised with the Cultural Advisory Committee’s Public Art Subcommittee in September 
2020.   

The family of the artist – Paul Ritter – was also advised in October 2020. 

As part of the regular monitoring process, the City’s Public Art maintenance contractor along with a 
structural engineer in March 2021 found that the artwork had degraded even further.  

The structural engineer report indicated: 

There is currently an unacceptable risk due to rockfall 

In summary, the piece is at the end of its serviceable life and requires full replacement or major 
refurbishment works. 

Noting that several of the levels were at immediate risk of further rock falls it was recommended the Ore 
Obelisk be removed for safety reasons while future options were investigated. 

The artwork was immediately fenced within a 4m radius to prevent public access to the site prior to removal 
commencing. 

In April 2021 the Ore Obelisk was removed and relocated to secure storage. 

Options for its future are being investigated and will be informed by a report, currently under way, into the 
condition of the piece. It will also give the City a realistic cost estimate of future work. 

The Arch 

The Arch was installed between 2009 and 2010 at the intersection of James and Lake streets, Northbridge. 

In 2019, a truck hit the artwork and caused minor damage.  

Via routine inspection it was noted that the quality of the external panels was deteriorating. 

In June 2023, a piece of cladding fell off the structure into traffic leaving the base of the artwork exposed. 

The City’s Public Art maintenance contractors and an engineer’s report provided in August 2023 contained 
the following statements: 

“Primary Structural framing….is severely corroded, requiring substantive remediation”. 

“….baseplate is exhibiting advanced corrosion and sectional losses” 

“We consider in situ repair of the primary steelwork and subframing to be impractical because the 
roundabout would need to be closed for a prolonged duration” 

Consultation with the artist was undertaken in relation to the artworks future. In addition the City engaged 
with neighbouring businesses. There were no objections to the work’s removal. 

In September 2023, The Arch was removed and placed in storage the following month. 

Full refurbishment was estimated at $193,000, as estimated by the artist. This does not include itemised 
costs for installation, transport and traffic, noise and pedestrian management, or project contingencies.  

Allowing for these costs the City’s estimate for total re-installation would be closer to $250,000. 
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Currently, the James Street revitalisation project is at concept design stage. It was not considered prudent to 
consider the return of the artwork to its prior location until the design work has been completed as it may 
affect footpaths and traffic directional flow including the role of roundabouts. 

The Arch has not been deaccessioned and is still part of the City of Perth Cultural Collections. It is currently in 
secure storage and was last inspected in March 2025. 

Conclusion 

Both the Ore Obelisk and The Arch are important pieces of the City’s rich and vast public art collection, which 
is worth around $19 million and contains 97 pieces.  

Our art and cultural collections give us, the people of Perth and Western Australia, the opportunity to 
celebrate who we are and where we have come from.  

We are lucky to be the custodians of our incredible cultural collections and we let me assure you, we take our 
obligations seriously.  

Thank you to all the people who have come along tonight to hear our discussion. I note the petition to “Save 
our kebab” and I can assure you that we are looking after it and will continue to do so.”  
 

10. Petitions 

Council Resolution  (OCM-25/03-030) 

Mover: Councillor Liam Gobbert 

Seconder: Councillor Clyde Bevan 
 

That Council RECEIVES the petition presented by Helen Curtis, on behalf of Save the Kebab, in relation to 
public art within the City of Perth. 
 

CARRIED UNOPPOSED (8/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Viktor Ko, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 

The following procedural motion was moved to allow Section 19 to be considered prior to the Officer Reports.  

Procedural Motion  (OCM-25/03-031) 

Mover: Councillor Catherine Lezer 

Seconder: Councillor Raj Doshi 
 

That Council APPROVE the agenda section ‘Motions for Which Previous Notice has been Given’ to be brought 
forward for consideration before officer reports.  

 

CARRIED UNOPPOSED (8/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Viktor Ko, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 
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11. Motions of which Previous Notice has been Given 

19.1 Notice of Motion – Fencing Wellington Square Children's Playground 

The following Notice of Motion was submitted in accordance with clause 4.12 of the Standing Orders Local 
Law 2009. 

Councillor Councillor Catherine Lezer 

Date Received 22 February 2025 

Motion That Council: 

1. REQUESTS the CEO investigates the feasibility, including costs, 
location, design and other considerations of fencing Wellington 
Square Children's Playground, with secure gates that can be 
closed at night. 

2. REQUESTS the CEO to report the results of the above 
investigation at the August 2025 Elected Member Engagement 
Session. 

Reasons Provided We need a proactive solution, alongside reactive measures. I propose 
we consider fencing the children's playground in Wellington Square, 
with secure gates that can be closed at night. This isn't a radical idea; 
there are many playgrounds in Perth that are fenced.  

Fencing offers several key advantages:  

Enhanced Community Safety: It creates a clear boundary, deterring 
late-night gatherings and reducing the risk of disturbances.  

Reduced Resource Strain: By limiting after-hours access, we can 
significantly decrease the demands on our police, rangers, and 
cleaning crews, freeing up resources for other critical needs.  

Improved Park Maintenance: Fences protect park infrastructure, trees, 
and native flora from damage and vandalism.  

Encouraging Accommodation: While not a solution in itself, restricting 
access to playgrounds at night may motivate individuals who may 
otherwise be sleeping rough to seek available accommodation and 
support services.  

Contain toddlers: Many toddler playgrounds are fenced. But fenced 
playgrounds aren’t just for littler ones. Fenced playgrounds are great 
for keeping little runners of all ages away from busy roads. They also 
keep children and strange dogs apart, just in case.  

Let's be clear: this isn't about exclusion. It's about responsible 
management of our public spaces. It's about creating a safe, clean, and 
enjoyable environment for all residents, children and visitors. It's 
about finding a practical solution that addresses the current situation 
and protects our parks for future generations. 
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Administration Response to Notice of Motion 

Responsible Officer Maria Cooke – General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

Voting Requirements Simple Majority 

Attachments Nil. 

 

Discussion 

1. The City conducted a comprehensive stakeholder and community consultation program for the recent 
upgrade of Wellington Square, with the goal of creating a contemporary park that offers a range of 
activities. The upgrade of Wellington Square called for a thorough and ongoing engagement process to 
ensure as many people as possible had a voice. Over 2000 people were engaged through the entire 
masterplan process.  

2. Given the size and scale of Wellington Square and the complexity of stakeholder interests (which were 
often competing interests), the tools used for community engagement successfully brought people 
together to form a common vision around the following themes:  

• Safety   

• Amenity  

• Cultural heritage  

• Activity  

3. In addition to workshops with key stakeholders, a Community Reference Group (CRG) – made up of 
local East Perth residents, business owners and local community groups - was formed to assist with 
the development of the masterplan.   

4. Given the robustness of the masterplan process that has guided the upgrade of the park, including the 
playground, a comprehensive feasibility study would be required to assess the potential for additional 
protective measures around the Wellington Square playground. This must be evaluated in the context 
of the following factors:  

• The overall design and permeability of the square: Any modifications must align with the 
overarching design principles to maintain the square's accessibility and flow and to promote and 
sustain activity in the park.  

• Functionality: Fencing around playgrounds can limit play value and doesn’t align with 
contemporary best design practices. For this reason, they are typically only considered in cases 
where separation from off-lead dogs is needed, or when playgrounds are located near water 
bodies or directly adjacent to busy roads. Even then fencing might not enclose the entire space or 
it may be combined with other less intrusive treatments. 

• Impact on park Activity: One of the primary goals behind installing a regional intergenerational 
playground at Wellington Square was to boost activity, making the park safer and more inviting for 
the public. Reducing access to the playground could negatively impact the park's overall usability, 
which in turn may affect visitation and hinder concerted efforts since 2018 to make the park a 
vibrant, welcoming, and attractive destination. 
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• Playground layout: The playground consists of three distinct sections, with a path running through 
the middle. This layout is intentional, allowing children to move freely and naturally between play 
elements. Introducing barriers could hinder this free movement, potentially diminishing the play 
value and negatively affecting the overall use and engagement with the playground.  

• Cultural significance: The square is a registered site of significance, requiring the City to consult 
with the Whadjuk Aboriginal Corporation and the Elders to ensure any proposed changes respect 
its cultural and historical importance. This consultation will form part of the Section 18 
requirements and under the amended Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 (amended 15 November 
2023). Timelines to undertake this process will need to be factored into the feasibility timeline  

5. Whilst it is possible for a feasibility study to be undertaken, there is a cost and an impact to the City.  
Currently the City Transport and Urban Design function is leading the preparation of a number of 
design projects to meet the requirements of the Corporate Business Plan , with milestones to be 
achieved by mid 2025 .  These items include: 

• The Hay Street Two Way Conversion  

• Riverfront Masterplan 

• James Stret Revitalisation 

• Towards 2036  

• 40 km/hr  

• E scooter scheme roll out  

6. Resources are currently stretched to meet these priorities within the existing operational budget and 
timeframe.  On this basis it is requested that should this motion be supported that additional funds be 
allocated to support the delivery of the feasibility. 

Decision Implications 

1. If Council supports the motion, funding is to be allocated to the sum of $30,000 to prepare a feasibility 
study and presented back to Elected Members in August 2025 

2. If Council does not support the motion, a feasibility will not be prepared and presented back to Elected 
Members.  

 

Strategic, Legislative and Policy Implications 

Strategic Community Plan 

Strategic Pillar (Objective) Liveable 

Related Documents (Issue 
Specific Strategies and Plans): 

Wellington Square Masterplan 2018 

Urban Greening Strategy 2023 - 2036 

Open Space Plan 

Walking in the City Plan 2025-2036 

Strategic Community Plan 2022-2023  

Local Planning Strategy 2023 
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Economic Development Strategy 2022 - 2032 

Sustainability Strategy 2022-2032 

Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 2021 – 2025 

Public Lighting Framework - 2019 

Walking in the City Plan 2025-2035 

 

 

Legislation, Delegation of Authority and Policy 

Legislation: Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 section 18  

 

Authority of Council/CEO: Council approval required to progress Notice of Motion  

 

Policy: Nil. 

 

 

Financial Implications 

In addition to the estimated cost of $30,000 to undertake the feasibility study, it should be noted that the 
probable cost of installing a fence around the entire playspace would require some 385 meters of fencing and 
six access gates at a cost estimate of $55,000.00. This is an indicative cost and is subject to the outcomes of 
the feasibility and detail design. The financial implications of the recommendation(s) will require additional 
expenditure, as an unbudgeted item. 

 

Further Information 

Nil. 

 

Council Resolution  

Mover: Councillor Catherine Lezer 

Seconder: 
 
That Council: 

1. REQUESTS the CEO investigates the feasibility, including costs, location, design and other 
considerations of fencing Wellington Square Children's Playground, with secure gates that can be 
closed at night. 

2. REQUESTS the CEO to report the results of the above investigation at the August 2025 Elected 
Member Engagement Session. 

LASPED FOR WANT OF A SECONDER 
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19.2 Notice of Motion – Motorsport Street Circuit at Burswood 

The following Notice of Motion was submitted in accordance with clause 4.12 of the Standing Orders Local 
Law 2009. 

Councillor Councillor Catherine Lezer 

Date Received 12 March 2025 

Motion That Council REQUESTS that the CEO engage with the relevant 
Department to request the City and its East Perth community is 
included in any consultation regarding the proposed Motorsport 
Street Circuit. 

Reasons Provided The City, and relevantly the East Perth community, may be impacted 
by the proposed motorsport street circuit. It is therefore important 
that the City and its community are consulted as stakeholders. 
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Administration Response to Notice of Motion 

Responsible Officer Peta Mabbs – Executive Director Governance and Strategy 

Voting Requirements Simple Majority 

Attachments Nil. 

 

Discussion 

1. In January 2025, the Cook Government announced an election commitment to build a $217.5 million 
motorsport street circuit and entertainment precinct at Burswood Park.   

2. The proposed motorsport street circuit in the neighbouring Town of Victoria Park, is likely to impact the 
City of Perth, and its residents in the East Perth precinct.  It is agreed that the City of Perth and the East 
Perth community should be consulted in any proposal prior to construction.  The proposed 
development as constructed may have impact on the environment, the remnant wetlands around the 
East Perth river precinct, the amenity for residents, and may likely increase vehicular and foot traffic in 
and out of the city during event periods.  The notice of motion is supported. 

3. It should be noted that the Town of Victoria Park, the local government district in which the motorsport 
street circuit will be built, considered its own notice of motion in February 2025, and is in opposition to 
the proposed circuit at Burswood.  The notice of motion was carried 7/1. 

 

Decision Implications 

4. If Council supports this motion, the CEO will engage with the State government no later than 31 March 
2025, to request the City and its East Perth community are included in any consultation regarding the 
Motorsport Street Circuit. 

 

Strategic, Legislative and Policy Implications 

Strategic Community Plan 

Strategic Pillar (Objective) Liveable 

Related Documents (Issue 
Specific Strategies and Plans): 

Nil. 

 

 

Legislation, Delegation of Authority and Policy 

Legislation: Elected members are responsible for representing the interests of 
their electors. 

City of Perth Act 2016 section 8. 

Local Government Act 1995 section 2.10 and 3.1 

 

Authority of Council/CEO: The CEO has the authority to write to the relevant Director General.  

 

Policy: Nil. 
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Financial Implications 

Nil. 

 

Further Information 

Nil. 

 

Council Resolution  (OCM-25/03-032) 

Mover: Councillor Catherine Lezer 

Seconder: Councillor Clyde Bevan 

 

That Council REQUESTS that the CEO engage with the relevant Department to request the City and its East 
Perth community is included in any consultation regarding the proposed Motorsport Street Circuit. 

CARRIED UNOPPOSED (8/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Viktor Ko, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 
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19.3 Notice of Motion – CAT Route Security 

The following Notice of Motion was submitted in accordance with clause 4.12 of the Standing Orders Local 
Law 2009. 

Councillor Councillor Catherine Lezer 

Date Received 17 March 2025 

Motion That Council REQUESTS the Chief Executive Officer write to the 
Minister for Transport, copying in the Member for Perth and the 
Director General, to request consideration of Transit Guard services on 
the CAT, utilising funding through the Perth Parking Management Act. 

Reasons Provided The two-way conversion of Hay St East is well underway and work 
between the City and Transport continues looking at likely change of 
the CAT route on this road. It is therefore an opportune time for the 
City to advocate for a focus on security on the CAT network. 
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Administration Response to Notice of Motion 

Responsible Officer Maria Cooke – General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

Voting Requirements Simple Majority 

Attachments Nil. 

 

Discussion 

1. The Public Transport Authority (PTA) conducts regular reviews and adjustments to CAT bus routes and 
other bus services as part of their ongoing operational management. These reviews are undertaken in 
consultation with the City of Perth to ensure public transport services remain effective and responsive 
to community needs. 

2. To address concerns around security on public transport services, a proposal for Transit Guards can be 
pursued through formal channels. If the City wishes to advocate for a review and potential funding for 
increased security measures, a formal request should be submitted to the Minister for Transport. This 
request should also be copied to the Member for Perth and the Director General of Transport, ensuring 
alignment with the Public Transport Management Agreement (PPMA) and consideration within relevant 
state funding frameworks. 

 

Decision Implications 

3. If the Council does not support the recommendation the City will not pursue the provision of Transit 
Guards on CAT bus routes. 

4. If the Council supports the recommendation to pursue Transit Guards on CAT bus routes, a formal letter 
will be drafted and submitted to the Minister for Transport, with copies to the relevant stakeholders. 

 

Strategic, Legislative and Policy Implications 

Strategic Community Plan 

Strategic Pillar (Objective) Liveable 

Related Documents (Issue 
Specific Strategies and Plans): 

Strategic Community Plan 2022-2023  

Local Planning Strategy 2023 

Economic Development Strategy 2022 - 2032 

Sustainability Strategy 2022-2032 

Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 2021 – 2025 

Walking in the City Plan 2025-2035 

 

Legislation, Delegation of Authority and Policy 

Legislation: Nil. 

 

Authority of Council/CEO:  

Policy: Nil. 
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Financial Implications 

5. Nil. 

 

Further Information 

6. Nil. 

 

Council Resolution  (OCM-25/03-033) 

Mover: Councillor Catherine Lezer 

Seconder: Councillor Steven Wellard 

 

That Council REQUESTS the Chief Executive Officer write to the Minister for Transport, copying in the 
Member for Perth and the Director General, to request consideration of Transit Guard services on the CAT, 
utilising funding through the Perth Parking Management Act. 

CARRIED UNOPPOSED (8/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Viktor Ko, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 
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19.4 Withdrawn 
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Councillors Catherine Lezer and David Goncalves disclosed an Impartiality Interest in Item 19.5 (as detailed at 
Item 5). 

7:07pm Chief Executive Officer departed the meeting during Item 19.5. 

7:09pm Chief Executive Officer returned to the meeting during Item 19.5. 

7.22pm  General Manager Engagement and Activation departed the meeting during Item 19.5. 

7.24pm General Manager Commercial Services departed the meeting during Item 19.5. 

7.24pm  General Manager Engagement and Activation returned to the meeting during Item 19.5. 

7.26pm  General Manager Commercial Services returned to the meeting during Item 19.5. 

19.5 Notice of Motion – Strategy for Public Art Conservation, Exhibition, and 
Acquisition in the City of Perth 

The following Notice of Motion was submitted in accordance with clause 4.12 of the Standing Orders Local 
Law 2009. 

Councillor Councillor Bruce Reynolds 

Date Received 13 March 2025 

Motion That Council REQUESTS the CEO to:  

1. Redevelop an Prepare a Public Art Strategy inclusive of: 

a. a vision, principles, objectives, and other recommendations. 

b. potential partnerships with academic, cultural and business 
institutions  

c. a City of Perth Artwork Loan Program for galleries and/or 
community venues. 

d. a Public Art Investment Program which: 

i. facilitates engagement with private benefactors, 
philanthropic organizations, and corporate sponsors to 
fund new public art as well as restoration initiatives. 

ii. a Public Art Acquisition Program which: 

e. supports new strategic City-led public art acquisitions. 

f. considers whole-of-life installation, maintenance, and 
renewal costs. 

g. a Public Art Framework that defines community consultation 
and advisory group feedback 

  

2. Prepare a report for Council detailing: 

a. public artworks currently in storage, their restoration and 
reinstatement costs, and options for these works to be 
included in a future budget. 

b. any State and Federal grants that support public art 
conservation. 
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c. additional opportunities for temporary exhibitions and 
semi/permanent installations in City-owned and private 
spaces, as well as digital platforms. 

  

3. Prepare a report for Council to investigate establishing: 

a. an annual Public Art Award which: 

i. includes prize categories supportive of emerging and 
established Western Australian artists whose works 
focus on the City and the people of Perth. 

ii. incorporates prize sponsorship, artist promotion, and 
acquisition of winning piece(s) for the City’s 
permanent collection and display. 

iii. Establish marketing for artist promotion including 
artist-in-residence opportunities 

iv. Develop processes for commissioning and the 
acquisition of winning pieces  

 

4. Review the Ore Obelisk Mining Monument and the Northridge 
“The Arch”, with options papers presented to Council by the 
next meeting: 
a. Its cultural, heritage and historical significance 
b. Existing and past quotations, restoration advice and 

engineering reports. 
c. Feasibility and the cost of restoration, reinterpretation or 

reimagined work. 
d. Investigate potential funding sources, including external 

grants & sponsorships. 
e. Conduct further community and stakeholder 

engagement, including consultation with the artist’s 
family as well as established and indigenous artists. 

Reasons Provided Public art is a vital part of Perth’s identity, and its conservation and 
presentation must be strategically managed. This motion seeks to 
establish a clear direction through a Public Art Strategy for preserving, 
displaying, and acquiring public art, whereby ensuring responsible 
stewardship of the City’s cultural assets.  

The introduction of an annual Public Art Award will allow the City to 
support local talent, invest in culturally significant works, and foster 
artistic excellence. Prize initiatives could potentially include an artist-
in-residence program, pre-qualification for a public mural commission, 
acquisition of works, or other supporting initiatives. 

Ensuring the winning artworks contribute to the City’s cultural identity 
and public art catalogue. Public Art Acquisitions should take into 
account the whole-of-life cost, and relevance to Perth’s cultural 
narrative.  
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Public works currently in storage should also be subject to a thorough 
review to determine their future enjoyment by the broader Perth 
community.   

This motion acknowledges the contributions of Cr Gobbert for his 
support with development of this motion, community members who 
raised concerns, and Cr Bevan for his valuable input on the awards 
initiative. 
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Administration Response to Notice of Motion 

Responsible Officer Rebecca Taylor – Acting General Manager Community Development 

Voting Requirements Simple Majority 

Attachments Nil. 

 

Discussion 

1. The City has an existing Public Art Strategy and undertakes a range of programs and projects in 
conjunction with individual artists, galleries and community across its Public Art, Fine Art and Cultural 
Heritage Collections. Details of this work as relevant to each element of the Notice of Motion is provided 
below. 

 

DLM Motion – point 1: 

That Council request the CEO to  
1. Redevelop an updated Public Art Strategy inclusive of: 

a. a vision, principles, objectives, and other recommendations. 
b. potential partnerships with academic, cultural and business institutions  
c. a City of Perth Artwork Loan Program for galleries and/or community venues. 
d. a Public Art Investment Program which: 

i. facilitates engagement with private benefactors, philanthropic organizations, and corporate 
sponsors to fund new public art as well as restoration initiatives. 

ii. a Public Art Acquisition Program which: 
e. supports new strategic City-led public art acquisitions. 
f. considers whole-of-life installation, maintenance, and renewal costs. 
g. a Public Art Framework that defines community consultation and advisory group feedback 

 
Administration Response: 

2. The City has an existing Public Art Strategy, in effect from 2015 to guide an overarching and long-term 
approach to public art in the lead up to the 2029 bicentenary.  

3. The Administration commenced a review of this Strategy in November 2024. The Administration intends 
to provide recommendations to Elected Members regarding a new Strategy, approach and timeframes 
in the second half of 2025. A new Strategy will include the City’s vision and goals for public art, principles 
to guide acquisitions / new works, opportunities for partnerships and funding approaches for collection 
development and management.  

4. An engagement and consultation approach is included in the current review and will be incorporated 
into recommendations relating a new Strategy, in line with Council Policy 4.2 – Stakeholder 
Engagement.  

5. The City has Terms of Reference in place for its Advisory Groups which guide the scope and 
arrangements for these groups, as well as an Operating Policy relating to them management of those 
groups. 
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Partnerships  
6. Regarding existing arrangements, the City currently has a number of valuable partnerships that enable 

it to deliver the temporary exhibitions program in the Council House Foyer Gallery. Since 2023 these 
partnerships have included the following alongside a number of independent artists: 

 

• Art Collective WA  • FORM/Creative Schools 

• Perth Design Week • Janet Holmes à Court Collection 

• Mossenson Gallery  • The Weld Club 

• Kamile Gallery • Royal Perth Hospital 

• Westfarmers Collection • North Metropolitan TAFE 

• Karrakatta Club • Kerry Stokes Collection 

• University of Western Australia and Lawrence 
Wilson Gallery 

 

 

7. The Council House Foyer Gallery program at times includes works from the City’s own collection 
alongside those from partner organisations, providing a platform for greater visibility of the City’s own 
collection. 

8. While not included within the Public Art Collection due to their ephemeral nature, murals also offer an 
opportunity for the City to engage with business and property owners on new creative works. Over 
FY24/25 the City will have undertaken 12 new murals within the City. All have involved direct 
engagement and consultation with the property owners on mural concept and execution and have been 
delivered by local artists. 

9. The Administration also works closely with peer organisations on the development and management of 
public art in the city. Recently a representative from the City sat on the assessment panel for the new 
public artworks for the Boorloo Bridge (with the Causeway Link Alliance) and Edith Cowan University. A 
representative from the City also sits on the National Trust of Western Australia’s Public Art and 
Monuments sub-committee in a voluntary capacity.  

Loaning of Works 
10. The Public Art Collection is not mobile however the City welcomes requests to loan items from the Fine 

Art and Cultural Heritage Collections. Recent examples include the loan of Shane Pickett’s Hot Bunuroo 
and Twisting Breeze to the Art Gallery of Western Australia for the 2024 State of Abstraction exhibition, 
and Jeremy Kirwan-Ward's View With a Room #7 to the Old Court House Law Museum for the Audrey 
Jacob: Trial by Public Perception exhibition.  

11. In 2021 the City collaborated with Community Arts Network (CAN) to develop the Ngaluk Waangkiny | 
Us Talking exhibition featuring portraits and oral histories of the City’s Elders Advisory Group. The 
exhibition is currently on a regional tour of Western Australia managed by Art on the Move. 

12. The City does not currently have a structured or funded loan program for regional and community 
galleries. While the City welcomes loan requests from any area, as a Local Government Authority it 
considers working with local and metropolitan partners as a priority. The loaning of works to regional 
Western Australia is more within the remit of the State organisations including the Art Gallery of 
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Western Australian, Western Australian Museum Boola Bardip and State Library of Western Australia, 
along with broader touring programs within the State.  

 
 
Investment Program 

13. An investment program already exists. In 2023 the City was endorsed as a participant in the Federal 
Government’s Cultural Gifts Program. This program allows for the donation of cultural material, 
including public art, to recipient organisations in return for tax incentives for the donor. To date the City 
has received two artworks (fine art) through the program and has recently been offered seven more 
from the private and business sector. 

Public Art Acquisition, Maintenance and Renewal 

14. Public Art acquisitions, are guided by the following Council policies:  

• Council Policy 4.7 – Cultural Collections 

• Council Policy 4.8 – Public Art 

• Council Policy 4.9 – Commemorative Works.  

15. These policies were last updated in August 2023 and will be updated again in August 2026.  

16. Commissions or acquisitions may also be a result of a Motion by Council, for example the illuminated 
public artwork project Light It Up (completed 2023) and The Boonji Spaceman (2024-25), as well as via 
transfer of artwork as part of asset handover for specific developments such as Elizabeth Quay. 

17. The public art maintenance budget is the current source of funding available for the public art collection. 
It supports an annual program of cleaning, general maintenance and reactive maintenance and is able 
to factor in minor repairs and some preventative maintenance.  The Public Art Collection is currently 
maintained to a high standard within these parameters.   

18. Taking into account the collection is ageing and the City is to receive new public artworks as part of the 
Boorloo Bridge, Elizabeth Quay and Wardang Gardens handovers, bringing an additional 22 three-
dimensional public artworks works to the City’s collection, the Administration has commenced 
preliminary work to develop provision for the long-term renewal of public artworks and associated 
budget requirements as part of the Public Art Strategy review and associated long term financial 
planning. 

 

DLM Motion – point 2: 

2. Prepare a report for Council detailing: 

a. public artworks currently in storage, their restoration and reinstatement costs, and options for 
these works to be included in a future budget. 

b. any State and Federal grants that support public art conservation. 

c. additional opportunities for temporary exhibitions and semi/permanent installations in City-owned 
and private spaces, as well as digital platforms. 

 

Administration Response:  

Artworks in Storage 
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19. Please see below summary report on public artworks in storage. 

• Ore Obelisk – removed due for safety reasons. A quote by Colgan in December 2020 placed 
refurbishment costs at $118,000. With the addition of expected site preparation costs, permits and 
approvals, transport and traffic management and installation costs the City at the time estimated a 
total reinstallation cost of min. $180,000. The Administration has engaged an engineer to review 
the artwork and update these costs in relation to the current condition of the work and 
contemporary pricing to detail and reflect the extent of works required.  

• The Arch – removed in 2023 due to public safety concerns. A proposal received from the artist in 
March 2024 after the removal of the work estimated the cost of total refurbishment at $190,000. 
With the addition of transport and installation the cost estimate for a total reinstallation of the work 
as it was would be $250,000. As the James Street Revitalisation Project is currently in concept design 
it may not be prudent to consider the return of this artwork to its prior location until the design 
work has been completed.    

• The Pagoda – removed in 2023 due to issues surrounding the maintenance of the Russell Square 
pagoda and water feature. The reinstatement of these works is being investigated as part of the 
Russell Square redevelopment project. Estimate cost is $40,000. 

• Forrest Chase Windows – three (6M x 3M) large stained-glass windows removed from the old Myer 
site in 2018 and currently in storage at International Art Services (IAS) as there is currently no 
suitable location for their installation and display due to size. Costs for bespoke display frames may 
be sourced should the opportunity to display the windows arise in the near future. 

• As the Crow Flies – in 2024 the artwork was struck by a truck. The heritage pole was damaged and 
an element of the artwork broken beyond repair. This broken portion is currently in storage with 
the remainder of the artwork in situ whilst options are assessed.  

20. Additional information relating to options and associated costs for refurbishment and installation at a 
suitable location for any of these works may be developed and included for consideration prior to the 
FY26/27 budget. 

Grants 

21. There are few grant programs that support public art conservation however programs supporting the 
management of collections within heritage places may present opportunities for support for some 
aspects of the collection. 

22. Funding avenues across grants and partnerships will be considered with the new Public Art Strategy. 

Exhibitions and engagement 

23. The City currently delivers a temporary exhibition program in the Council House Foyer Gallery. As 
outlined in under (1) above, this program is developed with partners. The City of Perth Library and the 
Perth Town Hall also present temporary displays which often feature items from the City’s Cultural 
Collections.  

24. As part of the Lotterywest Boorloo Heritage Festival the City has facilitated a range of temporary 
exhibitions in venues such as Council House, Perth Town Hall, London Court and Trinity Arcade, as well 
and use of items from the City’s history collection for shop fronts in King Street. Additional temporary 
exhibitions will again be delivered as part of the Lotterywest Boorloo Heritage Festival 2025. 

25. Public artworks feature in the current Art City Walking Trail, available in hard copy from various city 
venues and digitally on the City’s Perth Trails App.  
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26. In 2024 the Administration undertook an accessibility audit of the Public Art collection with an aim to 
investigating ways to increase accessibility and interpretation. In FY25/26 a test tour will be developed 
featuring audio interpretations of a small selection of public artworks. Depending on the outcome of 
the test and type of technology preferred the estimated cost to implement is min. $40,000 to be 
considered in future year budget allocations.  

 
DLM Motion – point 3: 

3. Prepare a report for Council to investigate establishing  

a. an annual Public Art Award which: 

i. includes prize categories supportive of emerging and established Western Australian artists 
whose works focus on the City and the people of Perth. 

ii. incorporates prize sponsorship, artist promotion, and acquisition of winning piece(s) for the 
City’s permanent collection and display. 

iii. Establish marketing for artist promotion including artist-in-residence opportunities 

iv. Develop processes for commissioning and the acquisition of winning pieces 

 

Administration Response:  

27. Development and delivery of a new acquisitive City of Perth Art Award would require a minimum 12-18 
month planning and delivery period dependent on the scope and scale of the Award. This would include 
planning, development and call for submissions over FY25/26 and delivery over FY26/27. 

28. It has been estimated that a project of this type would require the following staff and funding 
requirements. 

Requirement Deliverable 
Amount 
(approx.) 

Staffing 

1FTE – to develop project planning, budget and 
program; guidelines and criteria; consultation and 
engagement; messaging for communications and 
promotion; administration of entries; formation of 
judging panel; development of publication material; 
development of commission/exhibition and launch 
event etc. 

$220,000 
 
($110,000 per 
annum min. 2 
years) 

Project costs 

Project and administration costs related to the above 
and in addition including marketing and 
communications; photography and videography; Award 
catalogue; exhibition/commission/launch event costs 
etc. 

$100,000 

Prize pool 
Proposed first and associated secondary awards, 
including People’s Choice Award. Includes philanthropic 
and sponsorship opportunities for support. 

$150,000 

Total FY25/26 – FY26/27 $470,000 

 
29. Should a City of Perth Award be initiated and become an ongoing annual Award, these costs will need 

to be included into future annual budgets. 
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DLM Motion – point 4  

4. Review the Ore Obelisk Mining Monument and the Northridge “The Arch”, with options papers presented 
to Council by the next meeting: 
a. Its cultural, heritage and historical significance 
b. Existing and past quotations, restoration advice and engineering reports. 
c. Feasibility and the cost of restoration, reinterpretation or reimagined work. 
d. Investigate potential funding sources, including external grants & sponsorships. 
e. Conduct further community and stakeholder engagement, including consultation with the artist’s 

family as well as established and indigenous artists. 

 

Administration Response:  

30. The Administration is able to provide existing structural assessment reports for the Ore Obelisk from 
2016, 2020 and 2021 and for The Arch from 2021, 2023 and 2024.  

31. As part of commencing our renewal planning (as noted above in response under Point 1) the 
Administration has engaged Capital House Australasia to prepare a new report on the current condition 
of the Ore Obelisk which will enable the subsequent development of up-to-date cost estimates for 
future works. 

32. A number of factors will need to be considered to fully address item c. in Point 4. This will include re-
engaging with the artists (in the case of The Arch) and relevant professionals including engineering and 
construction companies to obtain realistic and effective cost estimates.  

33. Similarly, fully addressing items d. and e. in Point 4 will require time to meaningfully engage with 
potential project partners, communities and with the City’s Advisory Groups. 

34. Options prepared for both works will consider opportunities for previous and alternative installation 
sites as well as opportunities for re-interpretation. 

35. As noted above (in the Administration’s response to Point 2) in relation to The Arch it would be prudent 
to take into account the City’s James Street Revitalisation project and its potential proposals for the 
public realm, roads, footpaths and intersections in that area. Concept and detailed design is scheduled 
to take place for this project in FY25/26.  

36. While it is possible to provide detailed options papers, currently the Administration is engaged in a 
number of existing programs and projects, particularly delivery of the Lotterywest Boorloo Heritage 
Festival over the month of April, a key deliverable in the City’s Events Plan 24/25. Resources are currently 
committed to delivery of these priorities within existing operational budget. On this basis additional 
funds will be required for development of the options papers. This is likely to be in the order of $40,000 
– $60,000. 

37. Should the motion be supported and should budget be made available, a scope for this work can be 
presented to Elected Members at an Elected Member Engagement Session after June 2025.  

 

Decision Implications 

DLM Motion – point 1 

1. The Administration has commenced preliminary work to develop provision for the long-term renewal 
of public artworks and associated budget requirements as part of the Public Art Strategy review and 
associated long term financial planning.   
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DLM Motion – point 2 

2. Should this motion be carried: 

a. Additional information relating to options and associated costs for refurbishment and installation 
at a suitable location for any of the above listed artworks may be developed and included for 
consideration prior to the FY26/27 budget. 

b. Funding avenues across grants and partnerships will be considered with the new Public Art 
Strategy. 

c. Additional opportunities to increase temporary exhibitions across City-owned and other spaces 
and increase digital engagement with the collection will be considered as part of the new Public 
Art Strategy. 

DLM Motion – point 3  

3. Should this motion be carried, the Administration will investigate the establishment of an annual City of 
Perth Art Award and prepare a more detailed report to Council with the Administration’s 
recommendation. 

DLM Motion – point 4  

4. Should the motion be supported and should budget be made available, a scope for this work can be 
presented to Elected Members at an Elected Member Engagement Session after June 2025.  

 

Strategic, Legislative and Policy Implications 

Strategic Community Plan 

Strategic Pillar (Objective) Liveable 

Related Documents (Issue 
Specific Strategies and Plans): 

Strategic Community Plan 

 

Legislation, Delegation of Authority and Policy 

Legislation: Local Government Act 1995 and subsidiary legislation 

Authority of Council/CEO: Council and CEO pending further Council reports. 

Policy: Nil. 

 

Financial Implications 

38. Business as usual funding is accommodated in the existing budget and additional reports to council will 
consider and seek approval for any additional financial implications.  

 

Further Information 

39. Nil. 
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Elected Member Recommendation 

That Council REQUESTS the CEO to:  

1. Redevelop an Prepare a Public Art Strategy inclusive of: 

a. a vision, principles, objectives, and other recommendations. 

b. potential partnerships with academic, cultural and business institutions  

c. a City of Perth Artwork Loan Program for galleries and/or community venues. 

d. a Public Art Investment Program which: 

i. facilitates engagement with private benefactors, philanthropic organizations, and corporate 
sponsors to fund new public art as well as restoration initiatives. 

ii. a Public Art Acquisition Program which: 

e. supports new strategic City-led public art acquisitions. 

f. considers whole-of-life installation, maintenance, and renewal costs. 

g. a Public Art Framework that defines community consultation and advisory group feedback 

2. Prepare a report for Council detailing: 

a. public artworks currently in storage, their restoration and reinstatement costs, and options for 
these works to be included in a future budget. 

b. any State and Federal grants that support public art conservation. 

c. additional opportunities for temporary exhibitions and semi/permanent installations in City-owned 
and private spaces, as well as digital platforms. 

3. Prepare a report for Council to investigate establishing: 

a. an annual Public Art Award which: 

i. includes prize categories supportive of emerging and established Western Australian artists 
whose works focus on the City and the people of Perth. 

ii. incorporates prize sponsorship, artist promotion, and acquisition of winning piece(s) for the 
City’s permanent collection and display. 

iii. Establish marketing for artist promotion including artist-in-residence opportunities 

iv. Develop processes for commissioning and the acquisition of winning pieces  

4. Review the Ore Obelisk Mining Monument and the Northridge “The Arch”, with options papers 
presented to Council by the next meeting: 
a. Its cultural, heritage and historical significance 
b. Existing and past quotations, restoration advice and engineering reports. 
c. Feasibility and the cost of restoration, reinterpretation or reimagined work. 
d. Investigate potential funding sources, including external grants & sponsorships. 
e. Conduct further community and stakeholder engagement, including consultation with the 

artist’s family as well as established and indigenous artists. 
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The Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds moved the Elected Member recommendation with an amendment, as 
follows: 
 

Amended Motion 

Mover: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds 

Seconder: Councillor David Goncalves 

 
Councillor Liam Gobbert foreshadowed an alternate motion in the event the motion under debate is lost. 
 
Council REQUESTS the CEO to: 
1. Redevelop an Prepare a revised Public Art Strategy inclusive of: 
 a. a vision, principles, objectives, and other recommendations. 
 b. potential partnerships with and academic, cultural and business institutions. 
 c. a City of Perth Artwork Loan Program for galleries and/or community venues. 
 d. a Public Art Investment Program which: 
  i. facilitates engagement with private benefactors, philanthropic      
   organizations, and corporate sponsors to co-fund new public art as well as    
   restoration initiatives. 
  ii. a Public Art Acquisition Program which: 
   e.1. supports new strategic City-led public art acquisitions 
   f. 2. considers whole-of-life installation, maintenance, and renewal costs. 
 g.e. A Public Art Framework that defines community consultation and advisory group    
  feedback. 
2. Prepare a report for Council (with an update to EMES by December 2025) detailing: 
 a. public artworks currently in storage, their restoration and reinstatement costs, and   
  options for these works to be included in future budgets. 
 b. any State and Federal grants that support public art conservation. 
 c. additional opportunities for temporary exhibitions and semi/permanent     
  installations in City-owned and private spaces, as well as digital platforms. 
 d. To be included in an Elected Member Engagement Session in December 2025. 
3. Prepare a report for Council to investigate establishing: 
 a. an annual Public City of Perth Art Awards which: 
  i. includes prize categories supportive of emerging and established local and    
   Western Australian artists whose works focus on the City and the people of    
   Perth. 
  ii. incorporates prize sponsorship, artist promotion, and acquisition of winning    
   piece(s) for the City's permanent collection and display. 
  iii. Establish marketing for artist promotion including artist-in-residence     
   opportunities 
  iv. Develop processes for commissioning and the acquisition of winning pieces  
  iv. To be presented and discussed in an Elected Member Engagement Session    
   in June 2025. 
 4. Review the Ore Obelisk Mining Monument and the Northridge “The Arch”, with options  papers 
 presented to Council by the next meeting: 
 a. Its cultural, heritage and historical significance 
 b. Existing and past quotations, restoration advice and engineering reports. 
 c. Feasibility and the cost of restoration, reinterpretation or reimagined work. 
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 d. Investigate potential funding sources, including external grants & sponsorships. 
 e. Conduct further community and stakeholder engagement, including consultation    
  with the artist's family as well as established and indigenous artists. 
 f. To present a Scope for discussion at an Elected Member Engagement Session in    
  June 2025.   
 
During debate, Councillor Catherine Lezer moved to defer Item 19.5 as follows: 
 

Procedural Motion  (OCM-25/03-034) 

Mover: Councillor Catherine Lezer 

Seconder: Councillor Raj Doshi 

 
That Council DEFER Item 19.5 Notice of Motion – Strategy for Public Art Conservation, Exhibition, and 
Acquisition in the City of Perth.  

LOST (3/5) 

For: Councillors Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert and Catherine Lezer 

Against: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, David Goncalves, Viktor Ko and 
Steven Wellard 

 
Debate returned to the Substantive Motion. 
 
7:16pm Councillor David Goncalves raised a point of order in accordance with Clause 8.3 of the City’s 

Standing Orders Local Law 2009. 
 
7:17pm Councillor Liam Gobbert raised a point of order in accordance with Clause 8.3 of the City’s Standing 

Orders Local Law 2009, that by not specifying the grounds of breach of order before speaking 
further on the matter, Councillor David Goncalves breached Clause 8.3(3) of the City’s Standing 
Orders Local Law 2009.  

 
As Councillor David Goncalves did not specify the grounds of breach of order, debate resumed.  
 
During debate, Councillor David Goncalves notified of his intention to move a procedural motion to defer Item 
19.5. This was deemed out of order in accordance with Clause 13.1(3) of the City’s Standing Orders Local Law 
2009 and debate resumed.  
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Council Resolution  (OCM-25/03-035) 

Mover: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds 

Seconder: Councillor David Goncalves 

 
Council REQUESTS the CEO to: 
1. Prepare a revised Public Art Strategy inclusive of: 
 a. a vision, principles, objectives, and other recommendations. 
 b. potential partnerships with and academic, cultural and business institutions. 
 c. a City of Perth Artwork Loan Program for galleries and/or community venues. 
 d. a Public Art Investment Program which: 
  i. facilitates engagement with private benefactors, philanthropic      
   organizations, and corporate sponsors to co-fund new public art as well as    
   restoration initiatives. 
  ii. a Public Art Acquisition Program which: 
   1. supports new strategic City-led public art acquisitions 
   2. considers whole-of-life installation, maintenance, and renewal costs. 
 e. A Public Art Framework that defines community consultation and advisory group    
  feedback. 
2. Prepare a report for Council (with an update to EMES by December 2025) detailing: 
 a. public artworks currently in storage, their restoration and reinstatement costs, and   
  options for these works to be included in future budgets. 
 b. any State and Federal grants that support public art conservation. 
 c. additional opportunities for temporary exhibitions and semi/permanent     
  installations in City-owned and private spaces, as well as digital platforms. 
 d. To be included in an Elected Member Engagement Session in December 2025. 
3. Prepare a report for Council to investigate establishing: 
 a. an annual City of Perth Art Awards which: 
  i. includes prize categories supportive of emerging and established local and    
   Western Australian artists whose works focus on the City and the people of    
   Perth. 
  ii. incorporates prize sponsorship, artist promotion, and acquisition of winning    
   piece(s)  
  iii. Establish marketing for artist promotion including artist-in-residence     
   opportunities  
  iv. To be presented and discussed in an Elected Member Engagement Session    
   in June 2025. 
 4. Review the Ore Obelisk Mining Monument and the Northridge “The Arch”, with options  papers 
 presented to Council: 
 a. Its cultural, heritage and historical significance 
 b. Existing and past quotations, restoration advice and engineering reports. 
 c. Feasibility and the cost of restoration, reinterpretation or reimagined work. 
 d. Investigate potential funding sources, including external grants & sponsorships. 
 e. Conduct further community and stakeholder engagement, including consultation    
  with the artist's family as well as established and indigenous artists. 
 f. To present a Scope for discussion at an Elected Member Engagement Session in    
  June 2025. 
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CARRIED (5/4) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, David Goncalves and Viktor Ko 

Against: Councillors Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

The Deputy Lord Mayor exercised his casting vote in the affirmative. 

Reasons for Change: 
 
The amended motion reflects thoughtful consideration of feedback provided in Administration’s response to 
the original motion, as well as input from Councillors who expressed a desire to contribute to a more robust 
and inclusive outcome. 

Key amendments aim to simplify the scope and broaden the effectiveness of the proposed Public Art Strategy 
by incorporating clearer timelines, defined engagement milestones, and enhanced opportunities for 
collaboration with the arts sector, community, and private partners.  

These changes are intended to help ensure a proactive, sustainable, and community-led approach to the 
conservation, presentation, and acquisition of public art, while aligning with best practice governance and 
cultural planning. 

It is requested that community consultation is to be inclusive of the City’s advisory groups and the Public Art 
Advisory Panel.  

Public Artworks currently in storage should also be subject to a thorough review and assessment to determine 
their future enjoyment by the broader Perth community. For the Ore Obelisk Mining Monument and the 
Northridge “The Arch” this should include: 

cultural, heritage and historical significance; Existing and past quotations; restoration advice and engineering 
reports, Feasibility and the costs of restoration, reinterpretation or reimagined work; potential funding 
sources, including external grants & sponsorships. Further community and stakeholder engagement including 
consultation with the artist's family as well as established and indigenous artists. 
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7.30pm  Councillor Catherine Lezer declared a Proximity Interest (as detailed in Item 5), and departed the 
meeting accordingly. 

7.50pm General Manager Planning and Sustainability departed the meeting during Item 19.6. 

7.52pm General Manager Planning and Sustainability returned to the meeting during Item 19.6. 

19.6 Notice of Motion – Activate Free Car Parks for Wellington Square Event Days 

The following Notice of Motion was submitted in accordance with clause 4.12 of the Standing Orders Local 
Law 2009. 

Councillor Councillor Raj Doshi 

Date Received 16 March 2025 

Motion That Council APPROVE free weekend parking being made available at 
the Royal Street car park to accommodate City approved events 
being held at Wellington Square that are anticipated to attract over 
5,000 attendees. 

Reasons Provided Having recently experienced the lively atmosphere during Holi, it’s 
clear that increasing accessibility to the park is crucial. While we are 
fortunate to have a reliable public transport system and are well-
connected at the heart of the city, offering additional parking options 
could ensure that even more visitors from surrounding areas can enjoy 
the park.  

 

Ultimately, I believe that any potential temporary loss of parking 
revenue would be outweighed by the benefits of increased foot traffic 
and the positive impact on local businesses. I would like a more 
proactive approach to Wellington Square, making it priority for 
community and activation. 
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Administration Response to Notice of Motion 

Responsible Officer Steve Holden – General Manager Commercial Services 

Voting Requirements Simple Majority 

Attachments Nil. 

 

Discussion 

1. In accordance with the City of Perth Events Strategy 2025: 

“The Local Government Act 1995 outlines the City’s local government boundary area and role it 
plays as custodian of Perth city for our ratepayers. The City of Perth Act 2016 defines the 
responsibility the City has in representing the broader Perth area and the State of Western 
Australia on both a national and international level. This means when we are facilitating, 
sponsoring and organising events, it is our responsibility to provide enriching experiences for 
everybody - for all who live, work, visit, study and invest in our city.” 

2. The City is always seeking to develop levers to enable it to activate the City and support event organisers 
in our City. 

3. The administration supports this Notice of Motion as an additional lever to activate Wellington Square 
and provide opportunity for it to support activation and encourage event organisers to choose the City.  

4. The administration is supportive of providing a free parking option at the Royal Street Car Park to 
support people attending a large scale event at Wellington Square.  

5. Holding additional events in the City increases foot traffic which boosts visitation and exposure to local 
businesses in that area and encourages wider exploration of the City.  

6. Events encourage the use of local areas and promote a more vibrant and activated City that facilitates 
connection between local community members and visitors. 

7. Free parking also encourages ‘ad hoc’ attendance at community and other events, provides accessibility 
options to those unable to utilise alternative transport modes and more encourages attendance at the 
event and more broadly across the City. 

8. The Royal Street Car Park has very low occupancy at the weekend and on a typical Saturday and Sunday 
would only generate approximately $250 of revenue per day. This means that this Notice of Motion is 
considered to be a low cost, high value opportunity for the City to continue to seek to increase its 
support event organisers who choose the City of Perth. 

 

Decision Implications 

9. If Council supports this recommendation, then the CEO may, under current delegated authority, include 
free parking at the Royal Street Car Park as part of future event planning. 
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Strategic, Legislative and Policy Implications 

Strategic Community Plan 

Strategic Pillar (Objective) Liveable 

Related Documents (Issue 
Specific Strategies and Plans): 

Events Strategy  

Events Plan 

 

Legislation, Delegation of Authority and Policy 

Legislation: Nil. 

Authority of Council/CEO: The CEO has authority to waive fees and charges under current 
delegation.  

Policy: Nil. 

 

Financial Implications 

10. Nil. 

 

Further Information 

11. Nil. 

 

During debate Councillor Clyde Bevan moved an amended motion as follows: 

Amended Motion  
Mover: Councillor Clyde Bevan 

Seconder: Councillor Viktor Ko 

That Council: 

1. APPROVE free weekend parking being made available at the Royal Street car park to accommodate 

City approved events being held at Wellington Square that are anticipated to attract over 5,000 

attendees. 

2. AMEND the Royal Street Parking Fees, from 1 July 2025 to be an all day fee of $5.00.    

LOST (3/4) 

For: Councillors Clyde Bevan, David Goncalves and Viktor Ko 

Against: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert and Steven Wellard 
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During debate, Councillor David Goncalves moved to defer the Amended Motion to Item 19.5 as follows: 
 

Procedural Motion  

Mover: Councillor David Goncalves 

Seconder: 
 

That Council DEFER the Amended Motion proposed by Councillor Clyde Bevan to Item 19.6 Notice of 
Motion – Activate Free Car Parks for Wellington Square Event Days. 

LAPSED FOR WANT OF A SECONDER 
 

 
Debate returned to the Substantive Motion: 
 

Council Resolution  (OCM-25/03-036) 

Mover: Councillor Raj Doshi 

Seconder: Councillor Steven Wellard 

 

That Council APPROVE free weekend parking being made available at the Royal Street car park to 
accommodate City approved events being held at Wellington Square that are anticipated to attract over 
5,000 attendees. 

LOST (3/4) 

For: Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi and Steven Wellard 

Against: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Liam Gobbert, David Goncalves and Viktor Ko 
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8.01pm Councillor Catherine Lezer returned to the meeting. 

8:01pm Councillor Liam Gobbert moved a procedural motion under Clause 12.1b of the City’s Standing 
Orders Local Law 2009 as follows: 

Procedural Motion  (OCM-25/03-037) 

Mover: Councillor Liam Gobbert 

Seconder: Councillor Clyde Bevan 

 

That the meeting be adjourned for five minutes under Clause 12.1b of the City’s Standing Orders Local Law 
2009.  

CARRIED UNOPPOSED (8/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Viktor Ko, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 

8:02pm The meeting was adjourned and the live stream paused. 

8:08pm  The meeting and the live stream resumed. 

8:08pm The Executive Director Governance and Strategy, and the Chief Financial Officer retired from the 
meeting. 

Council Resolution  (OCM-25/03-038) 

Mover: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds 

Seconder: Councillor David Goncalves 

 
That the officer recommendation for items 11.2, 11.3, 11.4, 15.1, 15.2, 17.1, 17.2 and 18.1 be adopted en 
bloc, and the remaining items be dealt with separately. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (8/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Viktor Ko, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 
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12. Planning and Sustainability Alliance Reports 

11.1 Expansion of 40km/h Speed Zones 

Responsible Officer Maria Cooke – General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

Voting Requirements Simple Majority 

Attachments Attachment 11.1A – City of Perth 40 km/h Speed Zone Expansion 
Proposal Map   

Attachment 11.1B – PICG 40 km/h Project Overview   

 

Purpose 

To present the expansion of 40 km/h speed zones in the City and seek Council’s approval to commence 
community consultation. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

1. APPROVES the commencement of community consultation on the proposed expansion of 40 km/h 
speed zones. 

2. ACKNOWLEDGES that community feedback will inform the most suitable approach for the City.  

3. ACKNOWLEDGES that the outcomes of the consultation and the recommended approach to be 
presented back to Council for approval at a future meeting. 
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Background 

1. Since 2011 the City of Perth, in collaboration with Main Roads WA, has introduced 40 km/h speed zones 
across Central Perth, Northbridge and some neighbourhood town centres.  Over the years, these zones 
have been expanded in response to community requests such as the recent traffic calming of Terrace 
Road. 

2. The Perth Inner City Group (PICG) unites the Cities of Perth, Vincent, Subiaco, South Perth, and Victoria 
Park to advocate and collaborate on inner-city projects. In 2020, the PICG outlined priority transport 
and infrastructure projects, including speed reductions, in a strategic roadmap. The PICG Project 
Overview report is attached for reference which includes the outcomes of the City of Vincent’s 40 km/h 
rollout out. 

3. After the 40 km/h speed limit rollout on all local roads in the City of Vincent in early 2024, the PICG has 
been collaborating to implement the same speed limit on all local roads in neighbouring LGAs. The 
opportunity for funding from State Government is contingent on a uniform 40 km/h speed limit on all 
local roads within the inner city. 

 

Discussion 

4. The aim of the expansion of 40 km/h speed zones is to: 

a. Improve safety – whilst vehicle collisions are always likely to occur, the collision severity outcomes 
will reduce between vehicles and other users along all local roads with lower speeds. Pedestrian 
or cyclist survival chances double if the vehicle is traveling at 40 km/h instead of 50 km/h. 

b. Improve accessibility – provide streets with better access for all modes of transport. 

c. Promote street-based activity – slow speed environments are more conducive for outdoor dining, 
walking, and cycling. 

5. The expansion of speed reductions aligns with the State Government’s ‘Driving Change’, the Road Safety 
Strategy for Western Australia 2020-2030, which sets out targets to reduce the number of people 
fatally, severely, or seriously injured by 50-70% by 2030, and to zero by 2050.  

6. Traffic data recorded at the conclusion of a 12-month 40 km/h Speed Zone Trial in the City of Vincent 
showed an overall reduction in traffic speed. It was also identified that the total number of pedestrian 
and cyclists recorded increased and local street amenity improved, correlating with perceived street 
safety and amenity improvements reported in community engagement feedback. 

7. All local roads within the municipality of the City of Perth will be included in the expansion proposal, 
except for road sections of regional significance.  The road sections not included in the expansion project 
are identified in Attachment 11.1A Map of proposed 40 km/h expansion areas - City of Perth   

8. The City of Perth 40 km/h expansion proposal has been formulated by a mix of lessons learnt from 
previous trials from neighbouring local governments as well as ultimately seeking to influence driver 
behaviour through intuitive and consistent road speed signage. This translates to having fewer changes 
in speed zones, less overall signage and providing a zoned approach rather than attempting to 
compensate journey times or influence travel patterns by providing higher speed arterials through lower 
speed areas.  

9. Some major roads with little roadside activation are being excluded from the 40 km/h proposal, such as 
the eastern section of Riverside Drive past Governors Avenue and Kings Park Road. While these roads 
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are not being proposed to be reduced to 40 km/h, it does not exclude them from being reviewed for a 
speed limit adjustment to align with the broader road safety objectives of lowering speeds on our roads. 

Consultation 

10. Recognising its unique environment, community and stakeholders, the City of Perth will lead its own 
consultation process. 

11. The following options would be explored through community consultation: 

a. Inform and seek feedback on the proposal as shown on the attached map Attachment 11.1A Map 
of proposed 40 km/h expansion areas - City of Perth 

b. Alternatively, reducing the extent of the 40km/hr expansion to focus on specific areas, such as 
neighbourhood centres or other streets with high pedestrian activity.  

12. A Current Issues Briefing Note (CIBN) will be issued following the Ordinary Council Meeting outlining the 
community consultation engagement tools including the survey questions. 

13. Main Roads WA (MRWA), the Public Transport Authority and WA Police are supportive of the project. 
Speed reductions on any section of a distributor road, such as Wellington Street, Plain Street, Adelaide 
Terrace, and East Parade would be reviewed in consultation with Main Roads WA on a case-by-case 
basis. 

14. Following Council approval, the City will commence community consultation on the expansion of 40 
km/h speed zones. This process will also involve testing alternative scenarios with the community to 
address feedback received from Elected Members to date. 

15. If the community supports an expansion of 40 km/h streets the following would be implemented: 

a. A monitoring program on streets that do not see an acceptable drop in operating speed. 

b. Future surveys to understand impacts of lower speed limits on local communities. 

c. Future crash data monitoring to review the severity of crashes before and after completion of any 
program. 

 

Decision Implications 

16. If Council supports the recommendation, the community will be engaged for consultation and a Report 
will be provided to Council for June 2025, advising of the outcome of community consultation.  

17. If Council does not support the recommendation, consultation will not commence.  Strategic, Legislative 
and Policy Implications 

Strategy 

Strategic Pillar (Objective) Liveable 

Related Documents (Issue 
Specific Strategies and Plans): 

Transport Strategy 2017 

Strategic Community Plan 2022 - 2032 

Corporate Business Plan 2024/25 – 2027/28 

Sustainability Strategy 2022 - 2032 

Social, Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2023 – 2033 

Walking in the City Plan 2025 – 2035 

Bike Plan 2025 - 2035 
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Legislation, Delegation of Authority and Policy 

Legislation: Nil. 

Authority of Council/CEO: Nil 

Policy: Nil 

 

Financial Implications 

18. All community engagement work will be cost neutral, carried out by city administration with the use of 
the Engage Perth website. 

19. If the expansion of 40 km/h speed zones proceeds in a uniform fashion across the inner city, the costs 
for new signage will be fully funded through the Road Trauma Trust Account.  

20. It is understood that taking a different approach to the roll out of speed zone reductions would require 
the City to negotiate a separate funding agreement with the State Government. 

21. Costing of signage, including installation necessary to define areas covered by the 40 km/h speed zone 
are still to be concluded.  These costs will be refined and provided in the report to be submitted to the 
OCM of 24 June 2025.  

 

Further Information 

22. Questions and Responses forming part of the Agenda Briefing Session on 18 March 2025 are as follows: 

  Question   Response  

1.  Do they believe that 50km/h on Riverside 
Drive and Plain Street will have any 
detrimental effect on the changing of speeds? 

No. Lower traffic speeds have little effect on 
travel time. Since the construction of 
Elizabeth Quay, Riverside Drive no longer 
functions as a key arterial road. Lower speed 
limits on some sections of Plain Street will be 
necessary to  ensure primary school children 
can walk and ride to school safely. 

2. Would the administration consider an 
amendment to the report to exclude 
Riverside Drive from the proposed 40km/h? 

The administration does not recommend an 
amendment to its current Officer’s 
recommendation.  Should the current 
Officer recommendation be approved, 
administration will commence community 
consultation on the expansion of 40km/hr 
speed zones.  Administration will provide 
the results of community feedback received 
on these roads and others to Elected 
Members at a future Engagement Session to 
inform a Council decision on the scope and 
staging of any potential 40km/hr speed zone 
expansion. 

Should you wish to consider raising an 
amendment to the Officer’s 
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recommendation the administration can 
assist you in drafting an amendment.    

3. Can I add Plain Street to that amendment? The administration does not recommend an 
amendment to its current Officer’s 
recommendation.  Should the current 
Officer recommendation be approved, 
administration will commence community 
consultation on the expansion of 40km/hr 
speed zones.  Administration will provide 
the results of community feedback received 
on these roads and others to Elected 
Members at a future Engagement Session to 
inform a Council decision on the scope and 
staging of any potential 40km/hr speed zone 
expansion. 

Should you wish to consider raising an 
amendment to the Officer’s 
recommendation the administration can 
assist you in drafting an amendment.    

4. Can I receive some advice on the previous 
iterations of the map and what have been the 
changes in the past and the rationale for the 
updated map? In order to see what feedback 
we have taken on board which would be 
useful for us to consider what the rationale is 
particularly with some of those arterial roads. 
I think it would be useful to highlight what 
considerations have been already 
incorporated. To clarify if there have been 
other earlier versions where arterial roads 
have changed that would be useful. As far 
back as possible. 

On 18 November 2024, the Perth Inner City 
Group (PICG) paper was presented to 
Elected Members at the Elected Member 
Engagement Sessions.  This presentation 
focussed on the overall collaboration with 
the PICG and reported on the evaluation of 
the City of Vincent Trial.  The City of Perth 
40km/hr map was first produced in January 
2025 to align with the PICG approach to 
reducing traffic speeds on local streets to 40 
km/h. Following feedback from an EMES in 
January 2025, the map was updated to 
exclude streets like Wellington Street, West 
Perth and Fitzgerald Street, Northbridge.   

Other roads that have been excluded are 
either not under the City’s control or are 
arterial roads eg. Mounts Bay Road. 

5. Our Council boundary extends over 
Newcastle Street, is it correct that Newcastle 
street would be a 40km/h speed zone? 

We have confirmed with City of Vincent that 
Newcastle Street adjacent to the City of 
Perth boundary will be kept at 50/km/hr.  
The map has been updated to reflect this as 
part of the Ordinary Council Meeting 
consideration. 
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During debate Council David Goncalves moved an amended motion as follows: 
 

Amended Motion (OCM-25/03-039) 

Mover: Councillor David Goncalves 

Seconder: Councillor Viktor Ko 

Councillor Viktor Ko foreshadowed an amended motion to include Newcastle Street in the event the motion 
under debate is lost. 

That Council: 

1. APPROVES the commencement of community consultation on the proposed expansion of  
40 km/h speed zones. 

2. ACKNOWLEDGES that community feedback will inform the most suitable approach for the City.  

3.3. ACKNOWLEDGES that the outcomes of the consultation and the recommended approach to be 
presented back to Council for approval at a future meeting. 

4.  RESOLVES to include Plain Street, East Perth and Riverside Drive, East Perth as road sections not 
included in expansion project for 40km/h Speed Zones. 

5.  REQUESTS the CEO to work with the City of Vincent on proposals to include Newcastle Street, 
Northbridge as a 40km/h Speed Zone. 

6.  REQUESTS the CEO to work with the City of Nedlands on proposals to include Broadway, Crawley as a 
40km/h Speed Zone. 

LOST (2/6) 

For: Councillors Clyde Bevan and David Goncalves 

Against: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, Viktor Ko, Catherine 
Lezer and Steven Wellard 

 

Debate returned to the substantive motion. 
 

During debate, Councillor Liam Gobbert moved a procedural motion under Clause 12.1d of the City’s Standing 
Orders Local Law 2009 as follows:  
 

Council Resolution  (OCM-25/03-040) 

Mover: Councillor Liam Gobbert 

Seconder: Councillor Clyde Bevan 

 
That the motion now be put. 

CARRIED UNOPPOSED (8/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Viktor Ko, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 

 
 



 Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 
25 March 2025 

 

Item 11.1 Page 64 of 357 

Council Resolution  (OCM-25/03-041) 

Mover: Councillor Catherine Lezer 

Seconder: Councillor Steven Wellard 

 
That Council: 

1. APPROVES the commencement of community consultation on the proposed expansion of 40 km/h 
speed zones. 

2. ACKNOWLEDGES that community feedback will inform the most suitable approach for the City.  

3. ACKNOWLEDGES that the outcomes of the consultation and the recommended approach to be 
presented back to Council for approval at a future meeting. 

CARRIED UNOPPOSED (8/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Viktor Ko, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 
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40km/h 
on local 
streets

Project Overview
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A voluntary alliance of 
the five inner city local 
governments of Perth, 
including:

	 City of Perth 
	 City of South Perth 
	 City of Subiaco 
	 City of Vincent 
	 Town of Victoria Park

PREPARED FOR 

Perth Inner City Group

N

PERTH 
INNER 
CITY

Yanchep

Rockingham

Ellenbrook
Scarborough

Fremantle

Midland

Armadale

PROJECT CODE: 08036
February 2025

Read more at 
www.perthinnercitygroup.org.au
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We want to reduce the 
speed limit on all of our 
local streets to 40km/h, 
creating a safer driving, 
walking and riding 
environment for 
everyone and making 
our neighbourhoods 
safer.

Project Purpose
Evidence 
Based Approach

International research demonstrates that 
the human body can withstand only a 
certain amount of force (energy) before a 
person is seriously injured or killed.

While the size or overall mass of a vehicle 
plays a role in the outcome of a crash, it 
is the vehicle’s speed (velocity) which is 
the primary determinant in the severity of 
injury and harm.

Research shows a 20% reduction in 
speed results in a 200% increase in 
the likelihood of surviving a collision, 
as shown in the below graphic. This 
illustrates that a person walking or riding 
a bike or e-scooter will have a 60% chance 
of surviving the crash with a vehicle 
travelling at 40km/h compared to only a 
20% chance of surviving the crash with a 
vehicle travelling at 50km/h.

Executive 
Summary

1

50km/h

40km/h

20% 80%

60% 40%

If hit by a car driving at: Person survives collision Fatality

2
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11.2 Draft Residential Design Local Planning Policy 

Responsible Officer Maria Cooke – General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

Voting Requirements Simple Majority 

Attachments Attachment 11.2A – Draft Residential Design Local Planning Policy   

Attachment 11.2B – Draft Residential Design LPP - Summary and 
Justifcation of Proposed R-Code Variations   

 

Purpose 

For Council to consider the preparation and advertising of the draft Residential Design Local Planning Policy. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council in accordance with clause 4 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development (Local Planning 
Schemes) Regulations 2015 (the Deemed Provisions), RESOLVES to prepare and advertise the draft 
Residential Design Local Planning Policy as shown in Attachment A to this report. 
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Background 

State Government Planning Framework 

1. The State Government Residential Design Codes (R-Codes) apply across Western Australia.  Traditionally 
the R-Codes have focused on single and grouped dwellings, and applied to land that was zoned 
Residential. 

2. The Residential Design Codes Volume 2 focuses on high density residential development and came into 
effect on 24 May 2019.  Prior to this there was limited design guidance available on apartments from 
the State. 

3. Local governments can prepare local planning policies for residential development that amend or 
replace certain development provisions of the R-Codes. Some variations to the development provisions 
only require local government approval, and others require the approval of the WAPC. 

Current Scheme and Local Planning Policy 

4. Under the current City of Perth City Planning Scheme No. 2 (CPS2), the R-Codes only apply to limited 
areas of city, including portions of Goderich Street, Terrace Road, Mount Street and Matilda Bay.  

5. Though residential development is broadly permissible across the city, these are the four areas of the 
city zoned ‘Residential’, and thus the R-Codes apply. 

6. The area subject to City of Subiaco Town Planning Scheme No.4 (TPS4) within the City’s local 
government area applies the R-Codes to all areas zoned Residential. 

7. Given the limited application of the R-Codes the City adopted a Residential Design Policy for all areas 
where the R-Codes did not apply. 

8. The State now requires the R-Codes to be applied across all zoned land in the city to ensure a consistent 
approach to residential development throughout the State.  Therefore, existing City design policies will 
be replaced by a suite of policies that support draft Local Planning Scheme No. 3 (LPS3) including the 
draft Residential Design Local Planning Policy. 

Local Planning Strategy 

9. The City’s Local Planning Strategy (Strategy) outlines the strategic direction for the future planning and 
development of the city including the new local planning scheme and supporting local planning policies. 
The Strategy was adopted by Council on the 13 December 2022 and endorsed by the Western Australian 
Planning Commission (WAPC) on 30 May 2023. 

10. The Strategy includes actions to review the existing built form and design provisions to align with the 
urban and landscape setting categories, minimise wind impacts and investigate the appropriateness of 
applying the R-codes in areas of high intensity and diverse land use. 

11. The Strategy also contains an action to review existing residential car parking provisions to remove 
minimum car parking and lower maximum car parking requirements in areas of the city which are well 
served by public transport. 

Draft Local Planning Scheme No.3 

12. On 30 April 2024, the Council resolved to seek approval from the Western Australian Planning 
Commission (WAPC) to advertise draft Local Planning Scheme No. 3 (LPS3). Draft LPS3 will replace all 
existing local planning schemes within the city. 
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13. There are approximately 100 local planning policies that support the existing local planning schemes. 
These are being replaced and consolidated into a set of new contemporary local planning policies that 
will be presented to Council and are intended to be advertised concurrently with the draft LPS3. 

 

Discussion 

14. To assist in the preparation of the Residential Design Local Planning Policy (draft LPP), consultants were 
engaged to test nine residential development applications against the requirements of the R-Codes.  
This process helped to identify where variations to the R-Codes are needed to better consider the 
central city context. 

Local Planning Policy Context 

15. The draft Residential Design Local Planning Policy (draft LPP) provides for the amendment or 
replacement of deemed-to-comply (DTC) and acceptable outcomes (AO) of the R-Codes Volumes 1 and 
2 respectively. The draft LPP is provided in Attachment A. 

16. The draft LPP applies to all residential development on land zoned on the draft LPS3 Scheme Map, with 
the exception of the Crawley-Nedlands neighbourhood that is zoned Specialised Centre in the draft LPS3 
Scheme Map.  This exclusion is because the State Government will be preparing an Improvement 
Scheme for this neighbourhood that will include consideration of the R-Codes. 

17. The draft LPP is to be read in conjunction with the Building Heights and Setbacks Local Planning Policy 
and the Character and Heritage Area Local Planning Policies.  

18. The more specific requirements of the Character and Heritage Area local planning policies will prevail 
over the draft LPP. This is to ensure specific character and heritage outcomes, where required. 

19. Amendments to R-Codes may apply to all, or specific built form settings and neighbourhoods as shown 
in the Built Form Setting Plan contained within the draft Building Heights and Setbacks Local Planning 
Policy considered by Council at its Ordinary Council Meeting held on 19 November 2024. 

20. Plot ratio for residential development is specified on the maximum plot ratio plan and maximum plot 
ratio bonus plan contained within draft LPS3. 

R-Codes and the City Context 

21. The R-Codes provide a statewide approach to residential development. Given the R-Codes apply 
broadly, modification of the R-Codes is required to suit the built form and density of development within 
the city. 

22. As outlined previously, variations to the Deemed-to-Comply (DTC) and Acceptable Outcomes (AO) in 
the R-Codes Volume 1 and Volume 2 are permissible in certain circumstances. Variations to the DTC and 
AO requirements allow for local government to modify the R-Codes to suit their local context and 
character.  

23. Specific clauses of the R-Codes, in particular the R-Codes Volume 2, are proposed to be varied to suit 
the built form of the neighbourhoods as defined in draft LPS3 and the Strategy. This is particularly 
important in the Central Perth Neighbourhood where solar access, landscaping, wind conditions, visual 
privacy, parking and access significantly differ from a suburban context. 

24. The proposed variations to the R-Codes will further assist in aligning residential development controls 
with actions set out within the Strategy, draft LPS3 and related policies. More particularly, the draft LPP 
will provide a policy framework to address the highly urbanised capital city environment characterised 
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by tall and dense development with buildings located closer to each other than in a suburban 
environment.  

25. The proposed variations to the R-Codes are summarised in Attachment B.  

26. The list of variations to the relevant sections of the R-Codes is set out below, along with whether the 
City can approve the variation or whether it requires approval of the WAPC.  

R-Codes Volume 1 

• 2.2 Solar access and natural ventilation (WAPC Approval) 

• 2.3 Parking (WAPC Approval) 

• 3.5 Site works and retaining walls 

• 3.9 Solar access for adjoining sites (WAPC Approval) 

• 3.10 Visual privacy (WAPC Approval) 

R-Codes Volume 2 

27. The following provisions of the R-Codes are proposed to be varied: 

• 3.3 Tree canopy and deep soil areas (WAPC Approval) 

• 3.4 Communal open space (WAPC Approval) 

• 3.5 Visual privacy (WAPC Approval) 

• 3.6 Public domain interface 

• 3.8 Vehicle access 

• 3.9 Car and bicycle parking (WAPC Approval) 

• 4.1 Solar and daylight access (WAPC Approval) 

• 4.4 Private open space and balconies (WAPC Approval) 

• 4.6 Storage (WAPC Approval) 

• 4.10 Façade design 

• 4.11 Roof design 

• 4.17 Waste management (WAPC Approval) 

• 4.18 Utilities (WAPC Approval) 
Wind Condition 

28. In addition to the provisions which vary the R-Codes, wind condition assessment requirements are also 
contained within the draft LPP to address the impact of wind from tall buildings on public spaces. The 
City’s current policies require the provision of a wind assessment for both residential and non-
residential development.  

29. It is considered appropriate to include these provisions in the draft LPP as residential development, 
especially in the Urban Setting, may create adverse wind conditions that require addressing through 
policy provisions. 
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Relationship to Local Planning Strategy 

30. The draft LPP assists in addressing the actions listed under Built Form Environment, Sustainable 
Buildings and Sustainable Transport under the Local Planning Strategy. The relevant actions are listed 
below. 

 

Built Form Environment  

e. Review the existing built form and design provisions to align with urban settings and landscape 
settings categories. 

h. Review existing built form provisions to: 

i. Minimise wind impacts and apply appropriate standards; 

ii. Minimise overshadowing of pedestrian priority streets and key public spaces; and 

iii. Minimise heat and light reflection. 

Sustainable Buildings  

e.  Investigate the appropriateness of applying the R-Codes in areas of high intensity and diverse land 

 use. 

Sustainable Transport  

b.  Review existing residential car parking provisions to: 

i. Remove minimum car bay and lower maximum car bay requirements in areas of the city which 
are well serviced by public transport; and 

ii. Allow the unbundling of car parking bays from individual apartments. 

31. The actions listed above are addressed through alignment of the R-Codes with built form settings, 
inclusion of policy provisions relating to wind assessment, refining the provisions of the R-Codes to be 
appropriate to guide more intense development within the city, and reducing the minimum and 
maximum car parking requirements for residential development. 

 

Consultation 

32. The draft LPP is required to be advertised for 21 days under the LPS Regulations, but given its 
relationship with the draft LPS3, the draft LPP will be advertised concurrently for 90 days. 
Commencement of advertising is dependent on the WAPC providing consent to advertise the draft LPS3. 

 

Decision Implications 

33. If Council supports the recommendation, the proposed draft LPP will be advertised with draft LPS3 and 
the suite of key supporting policies. 

34. If Council does not support the recommendations, draft LPS3 will be advertised without one of the 
supporting local planning policies and the Strategy will not be implemented. 
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Strategic, Legislative and Policy Implications 

Strategy 

Strategic Pillar (Objective) Liveable 

Related Documents (Issue 
Specific Strategies and Plans): 

Local Planning Strategy 

The draft LPP aligns with the Local Planning Strategy. 

 

Legislation, Delegation of Authority and Policy 

Legislation: Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 
(Schedule 2 clause 4). 

Authority of Council/CEO: Under the LPS Regulations, the local government must resolve to 
prepare a local planning policy, which if supported, must be advertised 
in accordance with the Regulations. 

Policy: Nil. 

 

Financial Implications 

35. An amount of $67,000 has been set aside as part of the City’s 2024/25 budget to advertise and 
undertake consultation on the new LPS3 and key supporting local planning policies. 

32. This will enable community information sessions with information boards, hire of the City of Perth library 
auditorium, public notices, and advertisements in newspapers, as well as letters to city ratepayers where 
appropriate. 

 

Further Information 

36. Questions and Responses forming part of the Agenda Briefing Session on 18 March 2025 are as follows: 

  Question   Response  

1.  Page 56 and 65.  There appears to be no 
allowance for contractor/service bays.  
Contractor bays are very important for the 
day to day servicing requirement, for 
example: fire services, lift servicing, garage 
door service, ventilation services, air-con 
servicing, water testers, pool testing, and 
cleaners to list just a few, all attend buildings 
at least monthly some daily.  And of course 
then there is maintenance work, renovations, 
improvements and people moving in and out. 

Table 2.3A R-Codes Volume 1 (page 56) 

Table 2.3A of the R-Codes Volume 1 sets out 
car parking requirements for Single Houses, 
Grouped Dwellings and Multiple Dwellings 
with a density code of R60 and below.  
Multiple Dwellings are not permitted in 
R60\R80 density coded areas under draft 
Local Planning Scheme No.3 (draft LPS3), 
and thus the R-Codes Volume 1 is not 
applicable in this instance to multiple 
dwellings. 

  

The R-Codes Volume 1 do not provide a 
minimum requirement for service bays. 
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Contractor and service car parking can be 
accommodated within the residential car 
parking bays provided for Single Houses and 
Grouped dwellings (coded R60 and below).  
Given service and maintenance visits are 
limited for these dwelling types no 
additional requirement for service bays is 
proposed. 

Table 3.9 R-Codes Volume 2 (page 65) 

Table 3.9 sets on the car parking 
requirements for Multiple Dwellings coded 
R80 and above. The R-Codes Volume 2 do 
not provide a minimum requirement for 
service bays to be provided for Multiple 
Dwellings. 

Contractor and service vehicles are normally 
accommodated within visitor bays or within 
dedicated service bays/waste collection 
areas. No additional requirement for service 
bays is proposed 

2. Page 56 I suggest the maximum parking bays 
for 3 bed+ is too low.   

Car parking requirements set out at page 56 
relate to the Residential Design Codes 
Volume 1 which apply to Single Houses and 
Grouped Dwellings. 

An action from the Local Planning Strategy is 
to review existing residential car parking bay 
provisions to remove minimum car bay 
requirements and lower maximum car bay 
requirements in areas well serviced by 
public transport. 

The two car parking bay maximum set out 
within the policy for all 3+ bedroom dwelling 
typologies is consistent with the Strategy 
action outlined above. 

For comparison purposes, for 3+ bedroom 
dwellings, the R-Codes Volume 1 (Location 
A) requires a minimum of one car parking 
bay, and a maximum of two bays per 
dwelling for garage and carport parking. 

The proposed two car parking bay maximum 
for a 3+bedroom dwelling is considered to 
strike a balance between minimum bay 
provision and encouraging use of 
sustainable transport options. 
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An applicant may also put forward an 
application for development approval that 
exceeds the maximum car parking 
requirements set out within the policy. Such 
an application would be considered on its 
merits having regard to the adopted 
planning framework. 

3. Page 65 I suggest the maximum parking bays 
is too low. 

Car parking requirements set out at page 65 
relate the Residential Design Codes Volume 
2 which apply to Multiple Dwellings. 

An action from the Strategy is to review 
existing residential car parking provisions to 
remove minimum car bay requirements and 
lower maximum car bay requirements in 
areas well serviced by public transport. 

The maximum car parking bays per dwelling 
are tailored to reflect the context of a 
particular neighbourhood e.g. Central Perth 
Neighbourhood (urban setting) 1 bay per 
dwelling and West Perth Neighbourhood 
(predominately landscape setting) 1.5 bays 
per dwelling. They also apply to the whole 
multiple dwelling development, how the 
bays are distributed to individual units is up 
to the developer. 

For comparison purposes the R-Codes 
Volume 2 requires 1 bay per dwelling for a 
2+ bedroom dwelling in Location A. 

The proposed car parking bay requirements 
strike a balance between minimum car 
parking requirements and achieving the 
actions of the Strategy. 
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Council Resolution (OCM-25/03-042) 

Mover: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds 

Seconder: Councillor David Goncalves 

 
That Council in accordance with clause 4 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development (Local Planning 
Schemes) Regulations 2015 (the Deemed Provisions), RESOLVES to prepare and advertise the draft 
Residential Design Local Planning Policy as shown in Attachment A to this report. 

CARRIED EN BLOC (8/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Viktor Ko, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 
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11.3 Draft General Design Local Planning Policy 

Responsible Officer Maria Cooke – General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

Voting Requirements Simple Majority 

Attachments Attachment 11.3A – Draft General Design Local Planning Policy   

 

Purpose 

For Council to consider the preparation and advertising of the draft General Design Local Planning Policy. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council, in accordance with clause 4 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development (Local Planning 
Schemes) Regulations 2015 (the Deemed Provisions), RESOLVES to prepare and advertise the draft General 
Design Local Planning Policy as shown in Attachment A to this report. 
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Background 

Current Local Planning Policy 

1. The City Development Design Guidelines (CDD Guidelines) apply to development (both residential and 
non-residential) within areas subject to the City of Perth City Planning Scheme No.2 (CPS2) except for 
the residential areas within Crawley, areas covered by the Goderich, Mount Street, Terrace Road Policies 
and the King Street Heritage Precinct Design Guidelines.  

2. The CDD Guidelines currently provides overarching objectives, principles and guidelines for 
development within the city addressing built form, development interface and interaction, access traffic 
and movement, safety and security, environment and microclimate.  

3. The CDD Guidelines were last amended in April 2017. 

Local Planning Strategy 

4. The City’s Local Planning Strategy (Strategy) outlines the strategic direction for the future planning and 
development of the city including the new local planning scheme and supporting local planning policies. 
The Strategy was adopted by Council on the 13 December 2022 and endorsed by the Western Australian 
Planning Commission (WAPC) on 30 May 2023. 

5. The Strategy includes actions in relation to introducing planning policy provisions to address specific 
aspects of the built environment, sustainable buildings, urban greening, sustainable transport and 
servicing. The provisions that address these actions are outlined in the discussion section below. 

6. The draft LPP also aligns with the Strategy action to place the majority of development controls within 
local planning policies rather than the Scheme. 

Draft Local Planning Scheme No. 3 

7. On 30 April 2024, the Council resolved to seek approval from the WAPC to advertise draft Local Planning 
Scheme No. 3 (draft LPS3). Draft LPS3 will replace all existing local planning schemes within the city. 

8. There are approximately 100 local planning policies that support the existing local planning schemes. 
These are being replaced and consolidated into a set of new contemporary local planning policies that 
will be presented to Council, with key policies, including the draft General Design Local Planning Policy 
(draft LPP) intended to be advertised concurrently with the draft LPS3. 

State Government Planning Framework 

9. Local governments can prepare local planning policies in accordance with the Planning and 
Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 (LPS Regulations) in regard to any matter 
related to planning and development within the Scheme area.  

 

Discussion 

10. The draft General Design Local Planning Policy (draft LPP) is intended to replace the CDD Guidelines and 
will provide development requirements for non-residential development within the city. The draft LPP 
will apply throughout the city except for the Crawley-Nedlands Neighbourhood, where an Improvement 
Scheme led by the State Government is proposed. Residential development will primarily be managed 
through the Residential Design Codes Volumes 1 and 2, and the draft Residential Design Local Planning 
Policy. 
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11. The draft LPP is to be read in conjunction with the Building Heights and Setbacks, Heritage, Heritage 
Area and Character Area Local Planning Policies. The Heritage, Heritage Area and Character Areas Local 
Planning Policies will prevail over the draft LPP to the extent of any inconsistency. 

12. The key general objectives of the draft LPP are to ensure development: 

• enhances the existing or desired character of the built environment through sensitive, high 
quality innovative building design. 

• makes a positive contribution to the public realm so that it is clearly defined, attractive, 
comfortable and safe.  

• enhances the city skyline and protects views to important landmarks.  

• protects and enhances the microclimate within streets and other public spaces having regard to 
the impact of buildings on wind, sunlight and heat radiation. 

• incorporates well designed landscaping where possible, to enhance biodiversity and appearance 
of the public and private realm. 

13. Each development provision has separate objectives. Development must align with the objectives, with 
compliance with the development provisions a means to achieve the objectives. Variations to the draft 
LPP will only be considered where consistent with the general and specific objectives, and the proposed 
development will not adversely impact amenity or cultural heritage. 

14. The draft LPP has its basis in the CDD Guidelines with refinements to reflect the planning framework 
proposed under the Strategy, Local Planning Policies and draft LPS3.  Benchmarking has also been 
undertaken of other city centre design provisions to ensure this policy is aligned with current planning 
practices.  

Built Form 

15. Built Form provides four separate design provisions, including, building orientation, articulation and 
detailing, roof design and use, materials and finishes. 

16. The provisions require that buildings are designed to address the street, are articulated to create visual 
interest, respond to streetscape character and materials and finishes are high quality. These provisions 
ensure development is commensurate with that expected within the city. 

17. The built form provisions address the Strategy action to review existing built form and design provisions 
to align with the urban and landscape settings. 

Public Realm Interface 

18. Public Realm Interface provides a series of design provisions addressing, the relationship of a building 
to the street, pedestrian access and ground floor controls, pedestrian shelter, front fences, walls and 
lighting. 

19. The relationship to the street provisions ensure building entries are clearly identifiable and directly 
accessible from the street, provide universal access and pedestrian shelter. Further provisions address 
minimum glazing requirements for ground floor street facades to provide an active frontage (activity 
and interaction between the public and private realms), to ensure fencing appropriately contributes to 
the streetscape, and the provision of appropriate lighting. 

20. The above-mentioned provisions address the Strategy action to review existing built form and design 
provisions to align with urban settings and landscape settings categories. 
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Pedestrian Links and Public Spaces 

21. Pedestrian Links provisions ensure new pedestrian links improve the walkability of the city whilst 
maintaining the established primary pedestrian network. This is inclusive of provisions that provide 
minimum standards for new pedestrian links such as width, height and safety requirements.  

22. Public Space provisions ensure new public spaces are strategically located, provide opportunities for 
passive recreation, landscaping, and are safe and universally accessible.  

Public View Corridors, Landmarks and Heritage Places 

23. Public View Corridors, Landmarks and Heritage places provisions require that new development 
respects views to key public spaces, landmarks and heritage places. 

24. A list of key public spaces, landmarks and heritage places is contained within the draft LPP with 
associated provisions to ensure development is sited to preserve views from within the public realm. 
Provisions specific to development adjoining heritage places are provided to reduced visual impact and 
preservation of views.  

25. The above-mentioned provisions address the Strategy action to identify important view corridors 
between the public realm and significant natural and built landmarks which are worthy of protection. 

Microclimate 

26. Microclimate provides provisions to address wind conditions and reflectivity. 

27. Wind conditions provisions ensure pedestrian accessible areas are suitable for their intended use and 
maintenance of comfortable wind conditions for pedestrians. This is inclusive of the requirement for 
the submission of a Wind Impact Assessment or Wind Tunnel Study in the circumstances outlined in the 
draft LPP.   

28. Provisions are further provided to minimise reflection of sunlight from buildings to surrounding areas 
and to ensure building design and materials do not create undesirable glare.  

29. The above-mentioned provisions align with the Strategy action to minimise wind impacts and heat/light 
reflection. 

Vehicular Access and Car Parking 

30. Vehicular Access and Car Parking provisions require the integration of car parking into building design, 
and that car parking can be adapted for future alternate use.   

31. Specific provisions are required for basement parking or sleeving of car parking at or above natural 
ground level. Design standards for car parking (AS 2890.1), landscaping and lighting provisions are 
further stipulated to guide the appropriate development of car parking areas. 

32. Vehicular access provisions require vehicular access to be taken from a laneway or secondary street, 
with access from a primary street only being supported where there is no alternative. This is to assist in 
maintaining pedestrian orientated streetscapes. 

33. A minimum of one unloading bay is required on site to minimise pedestrian and traffic disruption 
resulting from on street unloading bays. This addresses the Strategy action to introduce requirements 
for loading and servicing bays to minimise detrimental impact on the public realm. 

34. Non-residential car parking rates remain managed in accordance with the Perth Parking Policy. 

Bicycling Parking and End of Trip Facilities 

35. Bicycle parking and end of trip (EOT) facility provisions are provided to support alternative means of 
transport and appropriate parking and amenity facilities are provided for bicycles. 
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36. Minimum EOT facility requirements were reviewed and increased to align with Austroads Research 
Report AP-R528-16 Bicycle Parking Facilities: Updating the Austroads Guide to Traffic Management. This 
aligns with the Strategy action to increase minimum requirements for EOT facilities. 

Landscaping 

37. Landscaping provisions are included to ensure high quality landscaping which contributes to the 
streetscape, enhances urban greening and provides natural shade. 

38. With respect to landscaping, general and specific provisions are provided as well as those for the Urban 
Setting, Landscape and Landscape Frontage Settings. This facilitates an appropriate landscape response 
to all areas within the city. 

39. In the Urban Setting where the development is not built to the front boundary the setback area shall 
include soft landscaping. For the Landscape Setting 25% of the site area shall comprise of soft 
landscaping, with a minimum of 75% soft landscaping provided within the street setback area. For 
Landscape Frontage Setting 75% of the front setback area shall be landscaped. This aligns with the 
Strategy action to improve the amount of landscaping on private property, noting that in ground 
landscaping can only be provided where a setback is required. 

40. Tree retention and provision requirements where development is not constructed to the front lot 
boundary are included within the draft LPP. Existing trees within the street setback are to be retained 
subject to condition and ongoing viability. For the Landscape and Landscape Frontage Setting trees and 
deep soil areas are to be provided in accordance with the R-Codes. 

Building Services and Utilities 

41. Building Services provides provisions to minimise the impact of, and integrate building services and 
utilities, into the design of the building. This is inclusive of waste management services.  

42. The provisions provided will ensure building services and utilities (including, but not limited to, rooftop 
plant or equipment, air conditioning units, high pressure gas, fire booster cabinets, cabling and conduits) 
are integrated into the design of the development, or completely screened so they are not visible from 
the public realm or surrounding buildings. 

43. Provisions further require that waste storage and collection areas are located to minimise negative 
impacts on the streetscape and public realm. The waste management provisions address the Strategy 
action to review existing planning policy provisions to ensure that appropriate waste management 
facilities are incorporated into new development. 

Environmentally Sustainable Design 

44. Environmentally Sustainable Design (ESD) principles are embedded throughout the draft LPP and 
addressed within the relevant sections, such as the building design and orientation for solar access and 
prevailing winds, biodiversity, tree retention and waterwise landscaping to increase urban greening, 
provision of end of trip facilities to encourage cycling and waste management provisions to minimise 
construction waste. 

45. Resource efficiency provisions are also included within the draft LPP. These relate to energy and water 
efficiency and adaptive design to encourage sustainable design outcomes. 

46. Although some ESD provisions are included within the draft LPP (in accordance with the Strategy), the 
primary mechanism to improve the environmental sustainability of development will be through bonus 
plot ratio available via the Scheme and in accordance with the draft Development Incentives Local 
Planning Policy (to be presented to Council in the coming months). 
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Consultation 

47. The proposed draft LPP is required to be advertised for 21 days under the LPS Regulations, but given its 
relationship with the draft LPS3, the draft LPP will be advertised concurrently for 90 days. 
Commencement of advertising is dependent on the WAPC providing consent to advertise the draft LPS3. 

 

Decision Implications 

48. If Council supports the recommendations, the proposed designation and draft LPP will be advertised 
with draft LPS3 and the suite of key supporting policies. 

49. If Council does not support the recommendations, draft LPS3 will be advertised without one of the 
supporting local planning policies and the Strategy will not be implemented. 

 

Strategic, Legislative and Policy Implications 

Strategy 

Strategic Pillar (Objective) Liveable 

Related Documents (Issue 
Specific Strategies and Plans): 

Local Planning Strategy 

The proposed draft LPP aligns with the Local Planning Strategy. 

 

 

Legislation, Delegation of Authority and Policy 

Legislation: Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 
(Schedule 2 clauses 4). 

 

Authority of Council/CEO: Under the LPS Regulations, the local government must resolve to 
prepare a local planning policy, which if supported, must be advertised 
in accordance with the Regulations. 

Policy: Nil. 

 

 

Financial Implications 

50. An amount of $67,000 has been set aside as part of the City’s 2024/25 budget to advertise and 
undertake consultation on the new LPS3 and key supporting local planning policies.  

51. This will enable community information sessions with information boards, hire of the City of Perth library 
auditorium, public notices, and advertisements in newspapers, as well as letters to all city ratepayers. 
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Further Information 

52. Questions and Responses forming part of the Agenda Briefing Session on 18 March 2025 are as follows: 

  Question   Response  

1.  Page 99 4.9.2.2    With FOGO, recycling and 
other waste, the size of waste rooms needs to 
be larger.  Fogo especially can have smell 
issues and may need to be separated. 
Recycling can have substantial space needs 
well beyond the provision of some yellow 
bins.  How is this accommodated in this 
wording? 

The draft General Design Local Planning 
Policy requires waste storage and collection 
to be in accordance with the City’s Waste 
Guidelines for all Development (Guidelines). 
The Guidelines are the primary document 
for waste management. 

Modification to waste room size and 
associated matters would need to be 
addressed within the Guidelines as this is the 
overarching document. 

2. Page 95 4.6.3 Is this "loading bay" intended 
also for contractors? Contractor bays are very 
important for the day to day servicing 
requirement, for example: fire services, lift 
servicing, garage door service, ventilation 
services, air-con servicing, water testers, pool 
testing, and cleaners to list just a few, all 
attend buildings at least monthly some daily.  
And of course then there is maintenance 
work, renovations, improvements and people 
moving in and out. 

The draft General Design Local Planning 
Policy applies to non-residential 
development. 

The intent of 4.6.3 is to provide off site 
parking facilities for loading and unloading of 
goods associated with non-residential 
development to remove such activities from 
the public realm. 

A service contractor can utilise on site visitor 
car parking, or the loading bay if 
appropriately managed to ensure no conflict 
with loading and unloading movements. 

It is recommended that the policy be 
modified to include ‘service bay’ in the 
loading and unloading section to make this 
clear or alternately explore this further prior 
to the finalisation of the policy following 
consultation. 

3. 3 Page 94 4.6.1 discusses height of above 
ground car parking.  What about below 
ground car parking?  

4.6.1.2 (h) addresses minimum floor to floor 
heights to allow for adaption of car parking 
areas for future use for habitable purposes.  

As below ground parking is not envisaged for 
future habitable use no specific floor to floor 
ceiling heights is proposed within the 
policy.  Reference is made in the policy to 
design in accordance with the Australian 
Standards see 4.6.1.2 (b) 
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Council Resolution (OCM-25/03-043) 

Mover: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds 

Seconder: Councillor David Goncalves 

 
That Council, in accordance with clause 4 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development (Local Planning 
Schemes) Regulations 2015 (the Deemed Provisions), RESOLVES to prepare and advertise the draft General 
Design Local Planning Policy as shown in Attachment A to this report. 

CARRIED EN BLOC (8/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Viktor Ko, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 
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11.4 City of Perth Motion - ALGA 2025 National General Assembly - Climate Action 
for Existing Buildings  

Responsible Officer Maria Cooke – General Manager Planning and Sustainability 

Voting Requirements Simple Majority 

Attachments Attachment 11.4A – Background paper for  ALGA Motion for a 
National Approach to Climate Mitigation in Existing Buildings   

Attachment 11.4B – Draft Motion for ALGA NGA - National Approach 
to Climate Mitigation in Existing Buildings   

 

Purpose 

To seek Council endorsement for the ‘Motion for a National Approach to Climate Action Support for the 
Existing Built Environment for Sustainable Communities’ for the Australian Local Government Association 
(ALGA) National General Assembly in June 2025.  

 

Recommendation 

That Council ENDORSE the ‘Motion for a National Approach to Climate Action Support for the Existing Built 
Environment for Sustainable Communities’ for the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) National 
General Assembly in June 2025, as contained in Attachment B.  
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Background 

1. ALGA is hosting the 31st National General Assembly of Local Government (NGA) in Canberra from 24-27 
June 2025 with the theme “National Priorities Need Local Solutions”.  

2. The NGA provides an opportunity for councils to come together to share ideas, discuss key issues and 
debate motions to inform the development of policy that can be used by other local governments and 
to demonstrate the value of local government in delivering national priorities.  

3. The City of Perth proposes a motion for discussion at the NGA to support a national strategy focused on 
climate action by retrofitting Australia’s existing built environment as a central pillar of the Australian 
government’s 2050 net-zero emissions target.  

 

Discussion 

4. A significant portion of Australia’s apartment building stock is energy-inefficient, contributing to high 
energy consumption, increased greenhouse gas emissions, and escalating living costs. Many households 
and businesses, particularly in older buildings, are paying disproportionately high energy bills due to 
inefficiencies and no access renewable generation on premises.  

5. A national approach to reducing emissions from the existing built environment will deliver 
environmental and socio-economic benefits such as lower energy costs and cost of living, sustainable 
living standards, integration of renewable energy into existing infrastructure reducing emissions and 
reducing the economic burden on households.  

6. By advocating for a national retrofit program, the City of Perth’s motion at ALGA should highlight: 

a. The need for coordinated Federal and local government efforts to retrofit existing apartment 
buildings to meet energy efficiency standards, thereby reducing household energy costs. 

b. The introduction of funding programs and policy incentives, including tax reforms and grants, to 
incentivise energy-efficient retrofits and renewables adoption across apartments. 

c. A clear, long-term strategy for improving the energy performance of apartment buildings, 
reducing the reliance on energy-intensive systems and providing socio-economic benefits, such 
as job creation and reduced energy poverty. 

7. The City of Perth has a unique opportunity to lead the nation by advocating for a national approach to 
retrofitting the existing apartments.  

 

Consultation 

8. Not applicable 

 

Decision Implications 

9. If Council supports the recommendation, then the motion is to be submitted to ALGA by 8:59pm WST, 
Monday 31 March 2025, to be considered for inclusion at the NGA in June 2025.  

10. If Council does not support the recommendation, then the motion will not be submitted to ALGA for 
consideration.  
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Strategic, Legislative and Policy Implications 

Strategy 

Strategic Pillar (Objective) Sustainable 

Related Documents (Issue 
Specific Strategies and Plans): 

Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032 

Strategic goal S1 – A well-planned, designed and managed city.   

 

 

Legislation, Delegation of Authority and Policy 

Legislation: Sections 3.1(1) and 3.1(1A) of the Local Government Act 1995  

Outlines the function of a local government is to provide good 
government of persons in its district and in exercising this function to 
give regard to promoting the district’s environmental, economic and 
social sustainability; planning for mitigating climate change risks; and 
considering future generations when making decisions. 

Authority of Council/CEO: Council is exercising its role to advocate on it own behalf and on behalf 
of its community. 

Policy: Nil. 

 

 

Financial Implications 

11. Nil. 

 

Further Information 

12. Questions and Responses forming part of the Agenda Briefing Session on 18 March 2025 are as follows: 

  Question   Response  

1.  The motion and supporting document 
sometimes discusses retrofitting within 
apartments and sometimes refers to common 
property retrofitting.  Can this be 
distinguished in a clear manner?  

The term "Buildings" is used in the context 
of the built environment, which includes 
apartments. However, certain aspects in this 
motion have been addressed appropriately 
with the term "Apartments / Apartment 
Buildings". 

The references made to the report form the 
Centre for Cities, UK are not apartment 
specific and have been referred as, is for 
households. 

To make the document more specific as 
requested, we have introduced the word 
"apartment" in statements that apply to the 
built environment as well. Please find the 
revised version attached for, with changes 
tracked. 

https://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/wa/consol_act/lga1995182/s3.1.html
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Council Resolution (OCM-25/03-044) 

Mover: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds 

Seconder: Councillor David Goncalves 

 
That Council ENDORSE the ‘Motion for a National Approach to Climate Action Support for the Existing Built 
Environment for Sustainable Communities’ for the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) National 
General Assembly in June 2025, as contained in Attachment B.  

CARRIED EN BLOC (8/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Viktor Ko, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 
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13. Community Development Alliance Reports 

Nil. 

 

14. Infrastructure and Operations Alliance Reports 

Nil. 

 

15. Commercial Services Alliance Reports 

Nil. 
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16. Corporate Services Reports 

15.1 Monthly Financial Statements - January 2025 

Responsible Officer Michael Kent – Chief Financial Officer 

Voting Requirements Simple Majority 

Attachments Attachment 15.1A – Statement of Financial Activity P7   

Attachment 15.1B – Notes on Significant Variances   

Attachment 15.1C – Supplementary Notes to SFA  P7   

Attachment 15.1D – Monthly Financial Statistics P7   

Attachment 15.1E – Statement of Financial Position P7   

Attachment 15.1F – Alliance Operating Variances P7   

Attachment 15.1G – Capital Variances P7   

Attachment 15.1H – Investment Report P7   

Attachment 15.1I – Rates Monthly Debtor Report  P7   

 

Purpose 

This suite of reports provides Council with timely, meaningful financial insights regarding the City’s operating 
activities, financial performance, and financial position. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council RECEIVES the following financial reports for the period ended 31 January 2025: 

a. Statement of Financial Activity (SFA) - Attachment 15.1A. 

b. Notes on Significant Variances - Attachment 15.1B. 

c. Supplementary Notes to the Statement of Financial Activity - Attachment 15.1C. 

d. Monthly Financial Statistics - Attachment 15.1D. 

e. Statement of Financial Position - Attachment 15.1E. 

f. Alliance Operating Variances - Attachment 15.1F 

g. Capital Variances - Attachment 15.1G 

h. Investment Report - Attachment 15.1H. 

i. Rates Monthly Debtors Report - Attachment 15.1I. 
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Background 

1. Presentation of a monthly financial report to Council is both a statutory obligation and good financial 
management practice that: 

a. Demonstrates the City’s commitment to managing its operations in a financially responsible and 
sustainable manner. 

b. Provides timely identification of variances from budget expectations for revenues and 
expenditures and identification of emerging opportunities or changes in economic conditions. 

c. Ensures proper accountability to the community for the use of financial resources. 

2. Preparation of a monthly Statement of Financial Activity (SFA) is the minimal statutory requirement of 
the Local Government Act 1995 and regulation 34 of the Local Government (Financial Management) 
Regulations 1996. It is also a responsible financial management practice to allow Council to effectively 
execute their financial management responsibilities. 

3. Financial information that is required to be reported directly to Council monthly includes: 

a. Operational financial performance against budget expectations. 

b. Explanations for identified variances from expectations. 

c. Financial position of the City at each given month end. 

4. This statutory financial information is supported by additional supplementary information including 
investments performance and reports on rates and general debtors. 

 

Understanding the Financials 

5. When reading the financial information provided in this report, ‘variances’ (deviations from budget 
expectations) are classified as being either: 

a. Favourable variance. 

b. Unfavourable variance. 

c. Timing variance. 

6. A timing variance relates to a budgeted revenue or expense that has not occurred at the time it was 
expected, but which is still expected to occur within the budget year. That is, the financial transaction 
will still occur - but just in a different month. There should be no impact on the projected budget surplus 
by year end. 

7. A realised favourable or unfavourable variance is different to a timing variance. It represents a genuine 
difference between the actual and budgeted revenue or expenditure item. 

8. A realised favourable year to date variance on a revenue item is a positive outcome for the City as it 
increases the projected budget surplus. An unfavourable variance on a revenue item has the opposite 
effect, resulting a decrease to the projected budget surplus. 

9. A realised favourable variance on an expenditure item may have either of two causes - one being a 
saving because the outcome was achieved for a lesser cost, which has the effect of increasing the 
projected budget surplus. The other cause may be that the proposed expenditure may not have been 
undertaken and is not expected to be incurred in that financial year. Whilst this may seem positive from 
the financial position perspective, it may not be a positive outcome for the community if the service or 
project is not delivered. 
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10. A realised unfavourable year to date variance on an expenditure item, (over-expenditure) results in a 
decrease to the projected budget surplus. 

11. The Schedule of Significant Variances (Attachment 15.1B) provides commentary on whether the nature 
of the variance is savings related, timing related or otherwise. 

12. If a realised favourable or unfavourable variance is material in value (of significant size), it will be 
amended through a formal budget review process. 

 

Discussion 

13. It is a statutory requirement to present a set of Monthly Management Accounts within two months of 
the end of the month to which they refer. 

14. The SFA by Nature & Type - Attachment 15.1A presents a whole of organisation perspective on the 
attainment of revenue and expenditure targets overall - classified by nature and type. 

15. The headline data from the SFA is shown in Table 1 below. 

Table 1: 

Item Details Annual 
Budget 

YTD      
Budget 

YTD Actual 
24/25 

Variance F/ U 

Operating Revenue $   121.69 M $     75.53 M $      82.75 M $      7.58 M F 

Rates Revenue $   107.29 M $   107.37 M $   107.73 M $         364 K F 

Cash Operating Exp $   188.03 M  $    108.78 M $    102.93 M $       5.85 M F 

Non-Operating Revenue $       4.83 M  $        783 M $         1.42M $        634  K F 

Capital - Infrastructure $     33.36 M $      11.95 M $       11.30 M $        652 K F 

Property, Plant & Equip $     30.27 M $     11.45 M $       8.87 M $      2.58 M F 

Capital Contributions $     17.75 M $        0.00 M $        0.00 M $      0.00 M - 

 

16. Material operating revenue and expenditure variances from Attachment 15.1A are detailed (with 
explanatory comments) in the Notes on Significant Variances (Attachment 15.1B). 

17. Each line item listed in the SFA by Nature & Type Attachment 15.1A can be cross referenced (using the 
Note reference) back to the relevant note. 

18. Examining the SFA (Attachment 15.1A) in more detail; the aggregation of operating revenues and 
operating expenses reflects a year-to-date Net Cash Position from Operations of $87.55M compared to 
a year-to-date budget of $74.12M. This is a favourable variance of $13.44M at the end of the month.  

19. Investing activities reflect a result of ($19.15M) compared to a year-to-date budget of ($22.62M). This 
is an favourable variance of ($3.47M).  

20. Construction of infrastructure to month end is $652K ahead of budget expectations due to the phasing 
of a greater value of projects in the second half of the year.  

21. Acquisition of non-infrastructure to month end is $2.58M under budget expectation.   
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22. Adjusting for opening funds (Net Current Position), generates the Budget Deficiency before Rates. This 
then indicates the Amount Required to be Raised from Rates. The difference between the Rates amount, 
and the Deficiency before Rates, is the Closing Position.  

23. The SFA for the period to 31 January shows that a rate yield of $107.73M has been levied compared to 
the budget of $107.36M - noting that heritage rates concessions will reduce that amount in future.  

24. The disclosed SFA Closing Position of $98.13M compares favourably to the projected year to date 
budget closing position of $77.94M - due to the revised (higher) opening position and other improved 
operating items which were included in mid-year budget review. 

25. Key financial statistics at each month end are presented graphically in Attachment 15.1D as an 
alternative representation of the data.  

26. The Net Current Position Note (Attachment 15.1C) at month end reflects an indicative adjusted Net 
Current Position value of $98.13M compared the year to date value of $77.94M and a year-end budget 
projection of $7.26M.  

27. Headline data from this month’s Net Current Position report is shown in Table 2 below.  

Table 2: 

Item Details June 24  
Actual 

June 25 
Annual Budget 

January 25 
Actual 

Current Assets $     243.55 M $     205.69 M $     315.71M 

Current Liabilities ($     40.98 M) ($     42.93 M) ($    44.81 M) 

Unadjusted Net Assets $     202.57 M $     162.76 M $    270.90 M 

Less Restricted Items & Adjustments ($   175.05 M) ($   155.51 M) ($  172.76 M) 

Adjusted Net Current Position $       27.52 M  $        7.25 M $      98.13 M 

 
28. The Net Current Position at year end is impacted by the factors noted at paragraph 24 above. 

29. A Statement of Financial Position as at month end (showing 2023/24 Actual balances, the Revised 
2024/25 Budget and the 2024/25 Year to Date Actual balances) is presented as Attachment 15.1E. 

30. In line with recent local government financial management reporting changes, Attachments 15.1A to 
Attachment 15.1C form the portion of monthly management accounts that is  a statutory obligation. 

31. The remaining attachments 15.1D through to 15.1I are supplementary information provided to give 
Council additional transparency of the City’s financial management performance. 

32. Attachment 15.1H - Investment Report for December 2025 presents detail of the City’s cash investment 
portfolio in terms of performance, percentage exposure of total portfolio by credit risk, counterparty 
exposure and maturity profile.  

33. The report indicates the City has adequate cash flow to meet its financial obligations as and when they 
will fall due; and it has achieved compliance with the various Investment Policy limits.  

34. Attachment 15.1I - Rates Debtors provides a monthly update and analysis of rates collections by 
differential property rating category and overall. The 2024/25 rates notices were issued on 26 July and 
three instalment dates out of four have passed. Collections currently represent 88% of total rates 
collectable. 
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Consultation 

35. Nil. 

 

Decision Implications 

36. Council’s acknowledgement of receiving the Statement of Financial Activity and supporting documents 
will meet its statutory obligation in respect of oversighting the City’s financial resources. 

 

Strategic, Legislative and Policy Implications 

Strategy 

Strategic Pillar (Objective) A Well-Governed City 

Related Documents (Issue 
Specific Strategies and Plans): 

Nil. 

 

 

Legislation, Delegation of Authority and Policy 

Legislation: Section 6.4(1) and (2) of the Local Government Act 1995 

Regulation 34(1) of the Local Government (Financial Management) 
Regulations 1996 

This section of the Act and the related regulation prescribe the 
requirement to prepare and present to Council a Monthly Financial 
Report including a Statement of Financial Activity (SFA).  

That Statement of Financial Activity (SFA) should contain: 

• Annual Budget estimates, and approved revisions to these for 
comparison purposes. 

• Actual amounts of income and expenditure to the end of the 
month of the SFA. 

• Material variances between the comparable amounts and 
commentary on reasons for these variances. 

The Monthly Financial Report should also contain: 

• A Statement of Financial Position at the end of the month. 

• An explanation of the composition of the Net Current Position 
at the end of the month to which the SFA relates. 

Any other information which the local government deems relevant. 

Authority of Council/CEO: The above legislation prescribes that this report be presented to Council 
on a monthly basis. 

 

Policy: CP 2.1 Management of Investments. 

 

 

http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/wa/consol_act/lga1995182/s6.4.html
http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/wa/consol_reg/lgmr1996434/s34.html#:~:text=A%20local%20government%20is%20to%20prepare%20each%20month%20a%20statement%20of%20financial%20activity%20reporting%20on%20the%20revenue%20and%20expenditure%2C%20as%20set%20out%20in%20the%20annual%20budget%20under%20regulation%C2%A022(1)(d)%2C%20for
http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/wa/consol_reg/lgmr1996434/s34.html#:~:text=A%20local%20government%20is%20to%20prepare%20each%20month%20a%20statement%20of%20financial%20activity%20reporting%20on%20the%20revenue%20and%20expenditure%2C%20as%20set%20out%20in%20the%20annual%20budget%20under%20regulation%C2%A022(1)(d)%2C%20for
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Financial Implications 

37. There are no direct financial implications of receiving this report as it reflects a historical accounting of 
financial transactions. When material variances are noted, appropriate remedial action will be initiated 
by the administration in a timely and prudent manner.  

 

Further Information 

38. Questions and Responses forming part of the Agenda Briefing Session on 18 March 2025 are as follows: 

  Question   Response  

1.  Page 188 and 211 there are payments 
totalling $46,988 to the City of Stirling. how 
much money has the city of Perth been forced 
to pay the City of Stirling to tip at night since 
the state government directed The Mindarie 
Regional Council to cease night tipping, and is 
there an end date to the notice that has been 
provided? Considering that we know that 
nighttime tipping isn't the cause of the odour 
issues or are we going to have to keep wearing 
that cost month on month even though it's a 
perfectly good tip site?  

During the period from 1 July 2024 to the 
end of February 2025, the City has incurred 
additional costs of $161,845 to the City of 
Stirling to accommodate the new night-time 
tipping arrangements. 

This infers an average additional cost of 
$20,000 per month. Whilst there is no 
known timeline for the resolution of this 
matter, anticipated costs can be projected 
as Number of Months * $20,000. 

Therefore around $240,000 over the course 
of a year. 

2. Page 192 there is payments totalling 
$236,500 to the office of the auditor general 
for the annual financial statements that is an 
astronomical cost for an audit does the city 
get any oversight of the OAG staff time that 
we're being charged? 

he City does not have any oversight of time 
expended on audits conducted by the OAG, 
including contractors appointed by the OAG 
for the purposes of conducting the audits. 
The Auditor General appoints the auditor 
and agrees the fee proposal submitted by 
the contracted auditor. 

The amount of $236,500 includes GST – so 
the amount net of GST was $215,020 for 
2023/24. 

By way of contrast, below are the fees 
charged for preceding years audits: 

2017 – Grant Thornton Auditor       $47,000 

2018 – OAG                                       $106,000 

2019 – OAG                                       $123,000 

2020 – OAG                                       $127,546 

2021 – OAG                                       $131,938 

2022 – OAG                                       $149,000 

2023 – OAG                                       $189,273 

2024 – OAG                                        $215,020 

The City does not question the importance 
of audit, and it acknowledges the significant 
scale of the City’s financial operations. 



 Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 
25 March 2025 

 

Item 15.1 Page 177 of 357 

However, it does have some concerns 
regarding the value for money being 
received – particularly in the light of the 
rapid escalation of audit fees as 
demonstrated above. The City has an 
exemplary record in terms of quality of 
financial statements and supporting papers 
submitted for audit and in terms of 
timeliness of responses to audit queries. 

The City has previously written to the OAG 
acknowledging these concerns and will 
again do so where it feels that to be justified 
feedback. 

3. Page 188 we've got a payment there to St 
John Ambulance, two defibrillators at $4,590 
and I just wanted to ask because it's been an 
ongoing Community campaign to get 
defibrillator installed in public buildings and 
facilities and there's also been the automated 
external defibrillator act 2022 passed in the 
state Parliament that I believe mandates 
requirements of local government starting 
from January 2026 so I just wanted to know is 
if we're able to get where those two devices 
are going and whether we have an 
commitment and a plan to abide by the state 
government act. 

 

The Automated External Defibrillator Act 
2022 (SA) is South Australian legislation and 
does not apply in Western Australia. There is 
no similar legislation in WA. 

The two recently purchased defibrillator 
units to be located at the City’s depot – 

• A new unit location in the workshop. 

• A replacement unit in the depot 
administration building. 

Defibrillators within City owned buildings (in 
addition to the above) are found at: 

Council House:   

• Lower Ground Floor (Red room) 

• Ground Floor (Concierge) 

•  Level 1 Kitchen 

•  Level 5 (Opposite Lifts) 

•   Level 9 (Opposite Lifts - left)  

Library:  

•  Ground Floor (Customer service 
desk)  

• Mezzanine Floor (Opposite universal 
access   Level 3 (Fire extinguisher 
cupboard near Lifts)  

Community Centre 

• Entrance (Reception area)   

City Kiosk : Murray Street Mall   
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City Rest Centre: Train Station Concourse 
(Inside entry door) 

Town Hall: First Floor (Near Female toilets) 

Mayfair St Technical Services: Next to First 
Aid box in kitchen 

 

 

Council Resolution (OCM-25/03-045) 

Mover: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds 

Seconder: Councillor David Goncalves 

 
That Council RECEIVES the following financial reports for the period ended 31 January 2025: 

a. Statement of Financial Activity (SFA) - Attachment 15.1A. 

b. Notes on Significant Variances - Attachment 15.1B. 

c. Supplementary Notes to the Statement of Financial Activity - Attachment 15.1C. 

d. Monthly Financial Statistics - Attachment 15.1D. 

e. Statement of Financial Position - Attachment 15.1E. 

f. Alliance Operating Variances - Attachment 15.1F 

g. Capital Variances - Attachment 15.1G 

h. Investment Report - Attachment 15.1H. 

i. Rates Monthly Debtors Report - Attachment 15.1I. 

CARRIED EN BLOC (8/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Viktor Ko, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 
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15.2 Schedule of Accounts Paid - January 2025 

Responsible Officer Michael Kent – Chief Financial Officer 

Voting Requirements Simple Majority 

Attachments Attachment 15.2A – Schedule of Accounts Paid - January 2025   

 

Purpose 

For Council to note details of payments made under delegated authority for the month of January 2025.  

 

Recommendation 

That Council:  

1. RECEIVES the Schedule of Accounts Paid for the period ended 31 January 2025 as attached as Appendix 
15.2A. 

2. RECORDS in the Ordinary Council Meeting minutes the summary of accounts paid being: 

Total Accounts Paid 

Municipal Fund 19,428,567.76 

Trust Fund 0 

Total - All Funds 19,428,567.76 
 

 

  



 Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 
25 March 2025 

 

Item 15.2 Page 233 of 357 

Background 

1. In accordance with Regulation 13(2) and 13(3) of the Local Government (Financial Management) 
Regulations 1996, where this power has been delegated, a list of payments for each month is to be 
compiled and presented to the Council. The Chief Executive Officer is delegated this authority under 
Delegation 2.14. 

2. This authority has then been subdelegated by the Chief Executive Officer.  

3. The listing of payments with full disclosure of all required information, is presented as an attachment to 
this report.  

4. The listing of payments was made available to the Elected Members via the Council Hub, ahead of the 
agenda distribution, to provide additional time for review. 

5. This summary report then facilitates the acknowledgement of the listing having been received. 

 

Discussion 

6. The Schedule of Accounts Paid (Attachment 15.2A) contains the following payments made under 
Delegated Authority 2.14 - Payments from the Municipal & Trust Fund: 

Schedule of Accounts Paid – January 2025 

Municipal Fund    

EFT & Cheque Payments Direct Creditor Payments 15,227,560.41 

Sub Total - EFT & Cheques   15,227,560.41 

Direct Debits Bank Charges and Merchant Fees 16,747.64 

Sub Total - Direct Debits   16,747.64 

Payroll  10/01/2025 2,126,320.47 

 24/01/2025 2,038,663.33 

Sub Total - Payroll  4,164,983.80 

Corporate Cards  19,275.91 

Sub Total - Cards   19,275.91 

Total per Attachment 15.2A 19,428,567.76 

  

Total Payments from Municipal Fund  

   

Investments in Term Deposits  5,000,000.00 

   

Trust Fund    

Trust EFT & Cheques   0 

Total - Trust Funds   0 

     

 

Stakeholder Engagement 

7  Nil. 
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Decision Implications 

8. Council’s acknowledgement of receiving the Schedule of Accounts Paid will meet its statutory obligation 
under Regulation 13(1) of the Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996. 

 

Strategic, Legislative and Policy Implications 

Strategy 

Strategic Pillar (Objective) Prosperous 

Related Documents (Issue 
Specific Strategies and Plans): 

Annual Budget 

 

Legislation, Delegation of Authority and Policy 

Legislation: Section 6.10 of the Local Government Act 1995. 

Regulation 13(1) of the Local Government (Financial Management) 
Regulations 1996. 

This section of the Act and the related regulation prescribes the 
requirement to prepare a list of all payments made for each month and 
to present them to Council. The Schedule of Accounts Paid (the ‘list’) 
should contain, for each payment: 

• Payee Name. 

• Amount of the Payment. 

• Date of the Payment. 

• Sufficient information to identify the transaction. 

Authority of Council/CEO: In accordance with Regulation 13(2) and 13(3) of the Local Government 
(Financial Management) Regulations 1996, where this power has been 
delegated, a list of payments for each month is to be compiled and 
presented to the Council.  

Policy: Nil. 

 

Financial Implications 

9. There are no direct financial implications of receiving this report as it reflects a historical accounting of 
financial transactions that were provided for in the adopted budget (as amended). 

 

Further Information 

10. Nil. 
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Council Resolution (OCM-25/03-046) 

Mover: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds 

Seconder: Councillor David Goncalves 

 
That Council:  

1. RECEIVES the Schedule of Accounts Paid for the period ended 31 January 2025 as attached as Appendix 
15.2A. 

2. RECORDS in the Ordinary Council Meeting minutes the summary of accounts paid being: 

Total Accounts Paid 

Municipal Fund 19,428,567.76 

Trust Fund 0 

Total - All Funds 19,428,567.76 

 

CARRIED EN BLOC (8/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Viktor Ko, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 
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8:40pm  Councillor Viktor Ko declared a Proximity Interest (as detailed in Item 5), and departed the meeting 
accordingly. 

Councillors Liam Gobbert and Steven Wellard have declared an Impartiality Interest (as detailed in Item 5).  

17. Engagement and Activations Alliance Reports 

16.1 Events Plan 2025/26 

Responsible Officer Andrew Lane – General Manager Engagement and Activation 

Voting Requirements Simple Majority 

Attachments Attachment 16.1A – Events Plan 2025-26   

Attachment 16.1B – Events Calendar 2025-26   

 

Purpose 

To present the City of Perth Events Plan 2025/26 for Council approval.  

 

Recommendation 

That Council APPROVES the Events Plan 2025/26, noting: 

a. a draft version of the Events Plan is attached to this report which will be formatted (including 
structurally) and graphically designed following acceptance before it is made available; and 

b. minor typographical amendments, that do not affect the materiality of the document, may also be 
made to improve the presentation and/or make corrections. 
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Background 

1. The 2025 Events Strategy outlines the City’s vision to facilitate, support and deliver great opportunities 
throughout the year for community interaction and enjoyment.   

2. The Events Plan 2024/25 delivered the biggest festive and summer season on record, attracting over 
650,000 people to the city and resulting in Perth being a vibrant, iconic destination. 

 

Discussion 

3. The Events Plan 2025/26 builds on the success of 2024/25 and has been drafted through undertaking a 
review of the current annual events calendar, post-event impact reporting, and feedback from Elected 
Members and key stakeholders.   

4. Through the delivery of the Events Plan 2025/26, the City looks to continue to deliver the major free-
to-attend flagship events such as Christmas Lights Trail, New Years Eve and Australia Day. 

5. New elements in the proposed Plan include building on the Elizabeth Quay Shows by offering new 
creative programming and extending the major events programming November to March, with a focus 
on activating into the shoulder periods outside of Christmas and Summer. 

6. The proposed Plan outlines the scope, scale and budget of City-led events, which were workshopped 
with Elected Members at an Engagement Session on 21 January, and 11 March 2025. 

7. Based on the decline in event attendance, increase of anti-social behaviour and hostility, the proposed 
plan does not include the Birak Concert delivered on Australia Day. This is following feedback from key 
stakeholders and contractors and in consultation with the City’s Elder’s Advisory Group. As an 
alternative, the City will look to reposition to other programming or another day. 

8. Marketing of the Events Plan 2025/26 has been incorporated into the City’s overall Marketing Plan. 

 

Consultation 

9. The development of the 2025 Events Strategy involved in-depth workshops with over 60 industry 
stakeholders from hospitality, tourism, State Government agencies, other Local Governments, events 
professionals and community groups. 

10. Throughout the delivery and evaluation of the Events Plan 2024/25, the City conducted attendee 
surveys and debriefs with key stakeholders, internal and external. This feedback informs the Events Plan 
2025/26 and ensures it provides a program of events and activation. This program aligns to community 
expectations and is complimentary to third-party event programming, whilst delivering on the strategic 
objectives of the City.  

 

Decision Implications 

11. If Council does not support the recommendation to approve the Events Plan 2025/26, the City will not 
be able to meet community expectations to deliver on key events and outcomes. 

12. The budget relies on incoming sponsorship of $2,425,000 to deliver on the programming of the Events 
Plan 2025/26. If sponsorship is not secured, events will be scaled to fit within available funding.  
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13. If Council defers the decision on supporting the recommendation to approve the Events Plan 2025/26 
planning will be critically delayed for the procurement of key contracts required. 

 

Strategic, Legislative and Policy Implications 

Strategy 

Strategic Pillar (Objective) Liveable 

Related Documents (Issue 
Specific Strategies and Plans): 

2025 Events Strategy  

The City has a vision for Perth to be ‘the events heart of WA’. Events 
generate significant economic, social and community benefits for all 
who live, work, visit, study and invest in the city. 

 

Legislation, Delegation of Authority and Policy 

Legislation: Section 8 (1) of the City of Perth Act 2016  

(e) to promote awareness of the facilities and events provided or 
facilitated by the City of Perth and encourage the community to make 
use of or participate in them 

Authority of Council/CEO: The recommendation is made to Council in line with both: 

• section 2.10 (a) of the Local Government Act 1995 whereby 
under the role of Councillors; represents the interests of 
electors, ratepayers and residents of the district; and  

• section 2.7 of the Local Government Act 1995 which provides 
that Council is to be responsible for the performance of the local 
government’s functions and oversees the allocation of the local 
government’s finances and resources. 

The future decision to budget for events in the Events Plan will have 
significant financial implications. Planning and resource allocation will 
commence prior to (but subject to) the budget. Council oversight and 
direction is warranted prior to investment of resources. 

Policy: Council Policy 4.10 – Incoming Sponsorship 

The incoming sponsorship forecasts contained within the Events Plan 
will be actively pursued in line with the policy scope. Projected incoming 
sponsorship is variable and outside of the City’s control.   

 

Financial Implications 

14. The financial implications of the recommendation(s) are subject to the 2025/26 budget adoption. The 
total cost to deliver the program is detailed in the Events Plan 2025/26. 
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Further Information 

15. Questions and Responses forming part of the Agenda Briefing Session on 18 March 2025 are as follows: 

  Question   Response  

1.  The plan shows 2 x Barge Shows & 1 x Drone 
Show planned for Elizabeth Quay in 
November 2025. November is also Pride 
Month, sponsored by the City of Perth with 
large activations planned for Elizabeth Quay & 
Northbridge. Could the city consider moving 
these events to early December 2025 in order 
to prevent overlap & displacement of Pride 
Events (Waterpolo at EQ, Pride Run at EQ, 
Pride Parade closure of Northbridge streets)?  

The City’s events strategy is “always on” and 
a diversity of offerings across the entire 
calendar is a key priority. 

When planning the Events Plan calendar, the 
team takes a comprehensive, big-picture 
approach, considering the entire season 
while prioritising resourcing, external 
events, City- sponsored events and other 
City-led initiatives. In addition to this, a focus 
on the Events Plan this year is to expand 
activation/events outside of the 
December/January period. 

It is a busy time of year with a lot of events 
and activity in the city. The high volume of 
complimentary activity brings the city alive 
and enhances feelings of vibrancy. If the 
City’s programming moved into early 
December a similar situation would occur 
with large events including Christmas 
Pageant, Christmas Lights Trail and the EQ 
Funfair.  

2. The plan shows 3 x Barge Shows over the 
March 2026 Long Weekend. The Friday night 
of the March Long Weekend has in recent 
years become the date for the very successful 
City of Perth funded & organised West Perth 
Movie Night (Old Observatory Grounds). 
Could the city consider leaving the Friday 
night of the March Long Weekend event free 
so as to not overlap and reduce attendees at 
the West Perth Movie Night?  

West Perth Movie Night has run for three 
years as part of the Neighbourhood 
Activation program in collaboration with 
West Perth Local.  

Those dates have included: 

• Friday 17 March 2023 attendance of 
approx. 350 

• Friday 1 March 2024 attendance 
approx. 600 

• Friday 28 February 2025 attendance 
approx. 600 

When planning the Events Plan calendar, the 
team takes a comprehensive, big-picture 
approach, considering the entire season 
while prioritising resourcing, external 
events, and other City-led initiatives. While 
the movie night event has been held on the 
long weekend for the past two years, this is 
not a fixed date. For 2026, the City plans to 
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schedule the movie night on either Friday, 
20 February, or Friday, 6 March.  

The City has collaborated with Development 
WA, the land managers of Elizabeth Quay, to 
determine the best date to conclude the 
Elizabeth Quay event season. The Labour 
Day long weekend is the only viable option 
for closing out the season. 

3. Has West per local been advised of the change 
of date for their annual movie screening 
which happens on the Friday of that long 
weekend and if not when would they be 
advised of that?  

Traditionally the City’s Events Team meets 
with each of the neighbourhood groups to 
discuss the scheduling of their respective 
events as well as event logistics once the 
City’s Events Plan has been endorsed. It 
should be noted that while the West Perth 
Movie Night has been held on the Friday of 
the March Long Weekend for the past two 
years, previously this date has varied and 
been flexible. It must also be noted that the 
City is not advising that the Movie Night 
cannot be held on the same night and 
believes that with the difference scale of the 
proposed events (circ 600pax v 8,000pax 
respectively) combined with the geographic 
distance, the two events could operate in 
tandem. However this will be part of the 
discussion the events team has with the 
neighbourhood groups. 

4. The two barge events – are they both 
multicultural and first nations focused? 
Concern that I have is how do we ensure that 
we retain first nations cultural focus. Is it 
possible for us to receive amended 
information that includes that rationale and 
that information within the events plan? 
To clarify while I appreciate the consultation 
and background I’m asking that in the event 
plan that it be included as that it be included 
as one of the events highlighted. 

The Events Plan 2025/2026 is designed to 
highlight the actual events that are being 
held by the City during that timeframe and 
based on this, the City is happy to highlight 
and provide more detail in the Plan around 
the proposed Multicultural Event, 
specifically highlighting the intended First 
Nation’s focus. Noting however that specific 
details of the event are still in the process of 
being developed by the City’s Events team.  
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Council Resolution  (OCM-25/03-047) 

Mover: Councillor Catherine Lezer 

Seconder: Councillor Steven Wellard 

 
That Council APPROVES the Events Plan 2025/26, noting: 

a. a draft version of the Events Plan is attached to this report which will be formatted (including 
structurally) and graphically designed following acceptance before it is made available; and 

b. minor typographical amendments, that do not affect the materiality of the document, may also be 
made to improve the presentation and/or make corrections. 

CARRIED UNOPPOSED (7/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 
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8:40pm  Councillor Viktor Ko returned to the meeting prior to Item 16.2. 

Councillor Catherine Lezer disclosed an Impartiality Interest (as detailed in Item 5). 

16.2 Heritage Adaptive Reuse Grant  

Responsible Officer Andrew Lane – General Manager Engagement and Activation 

Voting Requirements Simple Majority 

Attachments Nil. 

 

Purpose 

To seek support for the revision of the City’s Heritage Adaptive Reuse Grant guidelines, extending the eligible 
works area. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council APPROVES the continuation of the Heritage Adaptive Reuse Grant for a further one-year period 
and expansion of the works area to cover the entire City of Perth Local Government Area.  
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Background 

1. At the Ordinary Council Meeting on 21 December 2021, Council resolved to implement the Heritage 
Adaptive Reuse Grant Scheme, specifying some of the key eligibility criteria. 

2. Council approved the eligible works area to be the zone bounded by St. Georges Terrace, Wellington 
Street, Barrack Street and William Street. 

3. Council allocated $4m across three years to the Heritage Incentive Reserve, commencing FY 22/23.  

4. The Heritage Adaptive Reuse Grant opened for applications on 30 June 2022.  

5. At the Ordinary Council Meeting on 26 March 2024 Council supported revisions to the grant eligibility 
and assessment criteria, reducing some of the barriers to apply. The works area bounded by St. Georges 
Terrace, Wellington Street, Barrack Street and William Street was retained. 

6. Currently there have been no submitted applications. 

 

Discussion 

7. The current state and future of the Heritage Adaptive Reuse Grant Program was discussed with Elected 
Members at the Elected Member Engagement Session on 4 February 2025.  

8. Expanding the works area to incorporate the entire City of Perth Local Government Area was discussed 
with Elected Members as a way of increasing the pool of prospective applicants. 

9. Extending the program for a further one-year period would allow the City to receive applications up 
until 30 June 2026. 

 

Consultation 

10. Nil 

 

Decision Implications 

11. If Council support the recommendation, the Heritage Adaptive Reuse Grant will continue for a further 
one-year period with amended criteria to support greater uptake amongst property owners. 

 

Strategic, Legislative and Policy Implications 

Strategy 

Strategic Pillar (Objective) Liveable 

Related Documents (Issue 
Specific Strategies and Plans): 

Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032 

Economic Development Strategy 2022-2032Local Planning Strategy 
2023 
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Legislation, Delegation of Authority and Policy 

Legislation: Regulation 12 of the Local Government (Financial Management) 
Regulations 1996.  

Authority of Council/CEO: Section 2.7(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1995 provides it is the 
role of Council to determine the local government’s policies. 

Policy: Council Policy 4.3 Outgoing Sponsorship and Grants 

 

Financial Implications 

12. Nil. 

 

Further Information 

13. Nil. 

 

Council Resolution  (OCM-25/03-048) 

Mover: Councillor Liam Gobbert 

Seconder: Councillor Catherine Lezer 

 
That Council APPROVES the continuation of the Heritage Adaptive Reuse Grant for a further one-year period 
and expansion of the works area to cover the entire City of Perth Local Government Area.  

CARRIED UNOPPOSED (8/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Viktor Ko, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 

 

 

https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/prod/filestore.nsf/FileURL/mrdoc_47902.pdf/$FILE/Local%20Government%20(Financial%20Management)%20Regulations%201996%20-%20%5B03-o0-00%5D.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/prod/filestore.nsf/FileURL/mrdoc_47902.pdf/$FILE/Local%20Government%20(Financial%20Management)%20Regulations%201996%20-%20%5B03-o0-00%5D.pdf?OpenElement
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18. Chief Executive Officer Reports 

17.1 Review of Policy 2.17 - Legal Representation 

Responsible Officer Peta Mabbs – Executive Director Governance and Strategy 

Voting Requirements Simple Majority 

Attachments Attachment 17.1A – Council Policy 2.17 - Legal Representation   

 

Purpose 

For Council to review and affirm the Council Policy 2.17 Legal Representation. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council:  

1. APPROVES reviewed Council Policy 2.17 Legal Representation (Attachment A), noting no changes 
have been made.  

2. APPROVES that minor typographical amendments, where the materiality of the policy is not affected, 
and placing the policy in future new templates may be made to improve the presentation and/or make 
corrections. 
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Background 

1. The City of Perth adopted Council Policy 2.17 Legal Representation at its OCM dated 28 March 2023. 

2. The Council is now required to review the policy. 

 

Discussion 

3. A review of Council Policy 2.17 Legal Representation has been undertaken by the Administration.   

4. Whilst it has only been two years since the adoption of the policy, Council policies are to be reviewed 
at least once every three years in accordance with Operational Policy 26 – Policy Framework.  The Legal 
Representation Policy predates the commencement of that policy.  Future reviews will be triennial. 

5. The Policy, as adopted, is based on the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries 
(DLGSC) model policy. 

6. As the DLGSC model has not been amended since 2023 it is deemed appropriate to retain the policy 
without amendment. 

 

Consultation 

7. The Executive Director Governance and Strategy requested members of the ELT to provide feedback on 
the policy.  ELT supported the policy in its current form. 

8. Extensive consultation was undertaken in 2023 when the policy was first proposed.  This included 
consultation with Elected Members. 

 

Decision Implications 

9. There are no major risks identified in retaining the policy as the policy is aligned with the current DLGSC 
model template. 

 

Strategic, Legislative and Policy Implications 

Strategy 

Strategic Pillar (Objective) A Well-Governed City 

Related Documents (Issue 
Specific Strategies and Plans): 

 

 

Legislation, Delegation of Authority and Policy 

Legislation: Nil. 

Whilst there is no requirement under the legislation for Council to adopt 
a Legal Representation Policy, Council can adopt policies in accordance 
with their role under section 2.7 of the Local Government Act 1995 (WA) 
to govern the local government’s affairs. 

Authority of Council/CEO: Section 2.7(2)(b) Local Government Act 1995. 
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Policy: Nil. 

 

 

Financial Implications 

10. Nil. 

 

Further Information 

11. Nil. 

 

Council Resolution (OCM-25/03-049) 

Mover: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds 

Seconder: Councillor David Goncalves 

 
That Council:  

1. APPROVES reviewed Council Policy 2.17 Legal Representation (Attachment A), noting no changes 
have been made.  

2. APPROVES that minor typographical amendments, where the materiality of the policy is not affected, 
and placing the policy in future new templates may be made to improve the presentation and/or make 
corrections. 

CARRIED EN BLOC (8/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 
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17.2 Amendment to 2025 Council Meeting Schedule 

Responsible Officer Michelle Reynolds – Chief Executive Officer 

Voting Requirements Simple Majority 

Attachments Nil. 

 

Purpose 

To amend the adopted 2025 Council and Committee Meeting Schedule to reschedule the Ordinary Council 
Meeting, currently scheduled to be held on 24 June 2025, to accommodate City representation at the 
Australian Local Government Association National General Assembly.  

 

Recommendation 

That Council APPROVES an amendment to the adopted 2025 Council and Committee Meeting Schedule to 
move the Ordinary Council Meeting, currently scheduled to be held on 24 June 2025, to now be held on  
1 July 2025.’ 
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Background 

1. Section 5.4 of the Local Government Act 1995 states that Ordinary Council Meetings are to be held if 
approved by the Council. 

2. Council approved the 2025 Council and Committee Meeting Schedule at the Ordinary Council Meeting 
held on 19 November 2024, for the following meetings: 

a. Ordinary Council Meetings; 

b. Special Council Meetings; 

c. Audit and Risk Committee Meetings; and 

d. Chief Executive Officer Performance Review Committee Meetings.  

3. Meeting dates and times for Agenda Briefing Sessions, Elected Member Engagement Sessions and 
Budget Workshops (determined by the CEO) were also communicated at this meeting.  

 

Discussion 

4. Since the adoption of the 2025 Council and Committee Meeting Schedule the Australian Local 
Government Association (ALGA) National General Assembly (NGA) has been scheduled to be held 
between 25 and 27 June 2025. 

5. The June 2025 Ordinary Council Meeting is currently scheduled to be held on the 24 June 2025. 

6. To ensure that the City’s representatives can attend the ALGA NGA, without potential quorum impacts 
at an Ordinary Council Meeting, the administration is proposing to amend the date for the following 
Ordinary Council Meeting: 

Current Scheduled Date and Time Proposed Scheduled Date and Time 

Tuesday, 24 June 2025 at 5:00pm Tuesday, 1 July 2025 at 5:00pm 

 

7. In addition, the CEO has rescheduled the July Elected Member Engagement Session as follows: 

Current Scheduled Date and Time Rescheduled Date and Time 

Tuesday, 1 July 2025 at 4:00pm Monday, 30 June 2025 at 4:00pm 

 

8. The CEO has assessed administrative impact and has determined that the change in date is easily 
accommodated and will have no significant impact on the administration. 

9. There is no change proposed to any other Meetings of Council.  

 

Consultation 

10. The dates, times and location of meetings, which are open to the public, are published on the City’s 
website and if amendments to this schedule are approved by Council; the website is updated to reflect 
any changes.  
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Decision Implications 

11. If Council supports the Officers Recommendation, the City will be adequately represented at the ALGA 
NGA, and will avoid potential disruption to an Ordinary Council Meeting. 

 

Strategic, Legislative and Policy Implications 

Strategy 

Strategic Pillar (Objective) A Well-Governed City 

Related Documents (Issue 
Specific Strategies and Plans): 

Nil. 

 

 

Legislation, Delegation of Authority and Policy 

Legislation: Local Government Act 1995 

Section 5.3 

Section 5.4 

Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 

Regulation 12 

City of Perth Standing Orders Local Law 2009 

Clause 2.3 

 

Authority of Council/CEO: Council are required to adopt the dates for formal Council and 
Committee meetings. 

The dates for ABS, EMES and Budget Workshops are decided by the CEO.  

 

Policy: Nil. 

 

Financial Implications 

12. Nil. 

 

Further Information 

13. Nil. 
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Council Resolution (OCM-25/03-050) 

Mover: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds 

Seconder: Councillor David Goncalves 

 
That Council APPROVES an amendment to the adopted 2025 Council and Committee Meeting Schedule to 
move the Ordinary Council Meeting, currently scheduled to be held on 24 June 2025, to now be held on  
1 July 2025.’ 

CARRIED EN BLOC (8/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 
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17.3 Local Law Review - Adoption of City of Perth Dog Local Law 2025 

Responsible Officer Michelle Reynolds – Chief Executive Officer 

Voting Requirements Absolute Majority 

Attachments Attachment 17.3A – City of Perth Dog Local Law 2025   

 

Purpose 

To present the outcome of the statutory review of the City of Perth Dog Local Law 2011 and for Council to 
consider the adoption of the City of Perth Dog Local Law 2025. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council:  

1. NOTES that no submissions were received during the public submission period. 

2. In accordance with section 3.12 of the Local Government Act 1995, ADOPTS the City of Perth Dog 
Local Law 2025, as detailed in Attachment A, with the purpose and effect being: 

Purpose:  to make provisions about the confinement of dogs, control the number of dogs that 
can be kept on premises in the district, and to require removal of dog excreta.  
 

Effect:   The effect is to extend the controls over dogs which exist under the Dog Act 1976 
and Dog Regulations 2013. 
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Background 

1. At the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 20 August 2024, Council approved a review of the City of Perth 
Dog Local Law 2011. 

2. The review was advertised for public submissions in accordance with section 3.16(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1995.  

3. No public submissions were received during the public consultation period. 

4. At the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 10 December 2024 determined that the City of Perth Dog Local 
Law 2011 was to be amended. 

5. The proposed amendment was advertised for public submission in accordance with section 3.16(4) of 
the Local Government Act 1995. 

6. No public submissions were received during the public consultation period. 

 

Discussion 

7. Since the initial adoption of the local law in 2011, there have been changes to the Dog Act 1976, and 
the Dog Regulations 2013 have been implemented.  

8. The changes to the Dog Act 1976 and the implementation of the Dog Regulations 2013 means that they 
now deal with many areas previously dealt with by local laws. Including: 

a. Registration of dogs; 

b. ‘Dangerous dogs’ as defined by the Act; 

c. Operation of dog management facilities (pounds), including: 

i. Issues in relation to the impounding of dogs; 

ii. Attendance of a pound keeper at the pound;, and  

iii. Release of impounded dogs is dealt with by the Dog Act 1976, and in particular section 
29. 

d. Registration fees (although fees for the seizure and impounding of a dog may be set by a 
local government in its annual budget under section 6.16 of the Local Government Act 
1995); 

e. How off leash dog exercise areas are established; 

f. Dogs wandering at large; 

g. Dogs not under control; 

h. Dog attacks; 

i. Provisions about assistance animals such as guide dogs; 

j. Modified penalties (on the spot fines) applicable for minor offences. 
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9. The only matters that a local government may now make local laws about are listed in section 51 of the 
Dog Act 1976: 

“51.  Local law making powers  

A local government may so make local laws — 

(a)  providing for the registration of dogs; 

[(b)  deleted] 

(c)  specifying areas within which it shall be an offence (unless the excreta are removed) for any 
person liable for the control of a dog to permit that dog to excrete on any street or public 
place or on any land without the consent of the occupier; 

(d)  requiring that in specified areas a portion of the premises where a dog is kept must be fenced 
in a manner capable of confining the dog; 

(e)  providing for the establishment and maintenance of dog management facilities and other 
services and facilities necessary or expedient for the purposes of this Act; 

(f)  providing for the detention, maintenance, care and release or disposal of dogs seized; 

(g)  as to the destruction of dogs pursuant to the powers here in before conferred; 

[(h)  deleted] 

(i)  providing for the licensing, regulating, construction, use, and inspection of approved kennel 
establishments.” 

10. During the review of the City of Perth Dog Local Law 2011 it became apparent that there was major 
amendment required to align the local law with the dog act and regulations to the extent that it is more 
effective to make a new local law.  These changes were included in the proposed local law approved by 
Council.  

11. The City of Perth Dog Local Law 2025 is based on a model prepared by the WA Local Government 
Association (WALGA) which is in use by a number of local governments and has been modified to suit 
the City. 

 

Consultation 

12. Local public notice was given in accordance with the Local Government Act 1995, and the public 
submission period ran between 20 December 2024 to the 14 February 2025.  

13. No public submissions were received during the submission period. 

14. Extensive internal consultation was undertaken to determine the changes required to ensure alignment 
with current legislation and City practices. 

 

Decision Implications 

15. If adopted, the City of Perth Dog Local Law 2025 will update the City’s local law relating to dogs by 
reflecting changes to the Dog Act 1976 and implementation of the Dog Regulations 2013 which has 
occurred since the previous local law was adopted. 
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Strategic, Legislative and Policy Implications 

Strategy 

Strategic Pillar (Objective) A Well-Governed City 

Related Documents (Issue 
Specific Strategies and Plans): 

Nil. 

 

Legislation, Delegation of Authority and Policy 

Legislation: Sections 3.12 and 3.16 of the Local Government Act 1995  

Section 3.12 outlines the procedure for making local laws. 

Section 3.16 contains the provisions relating to the periodic review of 
local laws. 

Authority of Council/CEO: Council. 

It is a legislative function of local government to make local laws. 

Policy: Nil. 

 

Financial Implications 

16. The financial implications will include the costs for advertising and Gazettal. 

 

Further Information 

17. Nil. 

 

Council Resolution  (OCM-25/03-051) 

Mover: Councillor Catherine Lezer 

Seconder: Councillor Clyde Bevan 

 
That Council:  

1. NOTES that no submissions were received during the public submission period. 

2. In accordance with section 3.12 of the Local Government Act 1995, ADOPTS the City of Perth Dog 
Local Law 2025, as detailed in Attachment A, with the purpose and effect being: 

Purpose:  to make provisions about the confinement of dogs, control the number of dogs that 
can be kept on premises in the district, and to require removal of dog excreta.  
 

Effect:   The effect is to extend the controls over dogs which exist under the Dog Act 1976 
and Dog Regulations 2013. 

CARRIED UNOPPOSED (8/0) BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Viktor Ko, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 
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17.4 Appointment of Western Australian Electoral Commission to Conduct the City of 
Perth 2025 Ordinary Election 

Responsible Officer Michelle Reynolds – Chief Executive Officer 

Voting Requirements Absolute Majority 

Attachments Nil. 

 

Purpose 

This report is intended to determine whether Council supports a request being made to the Western 
Australian Electoral Commissioner to allow the vacant position of Lord Mayor, created by the election of Lord 
Mayor Bail Zempilas to State Government, to remain vacant until the October Ordinary Local Government 
Election 2025 or if Council would prefer to fill the position as soon as practicable. 

And for Council to consider appointing the Electoral Commissioner to be responsible for the City of Perth 
Ordinary Election 2025 together with any other elections or polls which may be required and to confirm that 
this election will be conducted as a postal election.   

 

Recommendation 

That Council:  

1. REQUESTS the administration, in accordance with Section 4.17 of the Local Government Act 1995, 
to seek the approval of the Electoral Commissioner to allow the vacancy of the City of Perth Lord 
Mayor to remain unfilled until the Ordinary Local Government Election 2025 

2. DECLARES, in accordance with section 4.20(4) of the Local Government Act 1995, the Electoral 
Commissioner to be responsible for the conduct of the 2025 Ordinary Local government Election 
together with any other elections or polls which may be required. 

3. DECIDES, in accordance with section 4.61(2) of the Local Government Act 1995 that the method of 
conducting the election will be as a Postal election. 

4. NOTES that the appointment of the Electoral Commissioner and the method being via Postal 
election will also apply to the election for the position of Lord Mayor if the Electoral Commissioner 
allows the position to remain vacant. 
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Background 

Vacancy to remain. 

1. Lord Mayor Basil Zempilas was elected to State Government at the election held on 8 March 2025 and 
following the announcement of his election to State Government he has become disqualified from 
holding the office of City of Perth Lord Mayor, in accordance with section 2.20 of the Local Government 
Act 1995.  

2. To fill the position of Lord Mayor Council is required to consider how it wishes to deal with the vacancy, 
there are essentially two options: 

a. Council can request that an extraordinary election is held to fill the vacancy. 

b. Council can seek the approval of the Electoral Commissioner to allow the position to remain 
vacant until the Local Government Ordinary Election to be held in October 2025. 

3. If Council supports the recommendation of the administration of requesting that the position remain 
vacant, and approval is granted by the Electoral Commissioner, the election of a new Lord Mayor will 
be consolidated with the City's Ordinary Local Government Election 2025. 

4. It is estimated that the cost to hold an extraordinary election to fill the sole position of Lord Mayor 
would be $86,000 (based on the cost to hold the 2024 Extraordinary Election). 

5. In comparison the estimated additional cost to consolidate the election of the Lord Mayor position with 
the Ordinary Election 2025 is $5,000. 

 

Appointment of Electoral Commissioner and method 

6. In accordance with section 4.7 of the Local Government Act 1995 (the Act), the next City of Perth 
Ordinary Election 2025 is scheduled to be held on Saturday, 18 October 2025.  

7. Section 4.20 of the Act allows Council, with the agreement of the Electoral Commissioner, to declare 
the Electoral Commissioner responsible for conducting an election. Section 4.61 of the Act provides that 
the Council may decide to conduct the election as a postal election. 

8. The administration has liaised with the Western Australian Electoral Commissioner to seek their 
agreement to conduct the City of Perth Ordinary Election 2025. 

9. The Electoral Commissioner has agreed to be responsible for the conduct of the City of Perth Ordinary 
Election 2025 together with any other elections or polls which may be required contingent on the 
election being conducted as a postal election. 

10. The Western Australian Electoral Commission (WAEC) has provided the following estimates of the cost 
to conduct the City of Perth Ordinary Election 2025  
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Estimate excluding election of Lord Mayor Estimate including election of Lord Mayor 

The Commission has estimated the cost to conduct 
your Council’s election in 2025 as a postal election 
at approximately $100,433 (ex GST). 
This cost has been based on the following 
assumptions: 

• The method of election will be postal; 

• 4 Councillor(s) vacancies; 

• 16700 electors; 

• response rate of approximately 30% 

• appointment of a local Returning Officer; and 

• count to be conducted at your office using 
CountWA. 

The Commission has estimated the cost to conduct 
the City of Perth Ordinary Election 2025 as a postal 
election at approximately $105,433 (ex GST). 
This cost has been based on the following 
assumptions: 

• The method of election will be postal; 

• 4 Councillor vacancies, 1 Lord Mayor vacancy; 

• 16,700 electors; 

• response rate of approximately 30% 

• appointment of a local Returning Officer; and 

• count to be conducted at Council House using 
CountWA. 

 

11. Whilst the Western Australian Electoral Commission (WAEC) aim to keep additional costs at a minimum 
wherever possible, the following are examples of where cost increases to the above estimates may arise:  

a. Any legal expenses other than those that are determined to be borne by the Western Australian 
Electoral Commission incurred as part of an invalidity complaint lodged with the Court of Disputed 
Returns; 

b. The cost of any casual staff to assist the Returning Officer on election day or night; or 

c. Any unanticipated costs arising from public health requirements for the COVID-19 pandemic. 

12. The WAEC has advised that the estimates are based on the use of standard Australia Post Service and 
the use of the Australia Post Priority Service, for the lodgement of election packages, will cost an 
additional $3,975.  

13. If Council decides the election will be conducted as a postal election, the Australia Post Priority Service 
will be used, which will incur this additional cost. 

Discussion 

14. Recently Council has appointed WAEC to conduct the2021 Ordinary Election, the 2023 Ordinary Election 
and the 2024 Extraordinary Election.  

15. Local Governments in Western Australia largely appoint the WAEC to conduct their elections. The 
resources required for the administration to conduct an election may be more costly and have a greater 
impact on the City’s resources than appointing the WAEC.  

16. Council has previously appointed the WAEC to conduct its elections. 

 

Stakeholder Engagement 

17.  Nil. 
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Decision Implications 

18. If Council does not support the officer recommendation: 

a. The office of Lord Mayor vacancy will be required to be filled via extraordinary election; and  

b. The City will be required to conduct the ordinary election 2025 as a voting in person election with 
the CEO as the Returning Officer, requiring the allocation of additional resources and impact on 
service delivery. 

19. If Council resolves to adopt the officer recommendation: 

a. The Electoral Commissioner will be contacted to request that the office of Lord Mayor vacancy 
remain vacant and that the election be consolidated with the ordinary election 2025, reducing 
potential costs from $86,000 to $5,000; and 

b. The Electoral Commissioner will conduct the City of Perth Ordinary Election 2025 as a postal 
election. 

 

Strategic, Legislative and Policy Implications 

Strategy 

Strategic Pillar (Objective) Liveable 

Related Documents (Issue 
Specific Strategies and Plans): 

Strategic Community Plan 

Well-Governed - A leading Council 

 

Legislation, Delegation of Authority and Policy 

Legislation: Section 4.20(4) of the Local Government Act 1995   

S. 4.20(4) provides for the local government to declare the Electoral 
Commissioner to be responsible for the conduct of an election. 

Section 4.61 of the Local Government Act 1995  

S. 4.61 provides for the local government to decide to conduct the 
election as a postal election after a declaration is made under section 
4.20(4). 

Section 4.7 of the Local Government Act 1995  

This section of the Act states ‘Ordinary elections day usually third 
Saturday in October’ 

Authority of Council/CEO: Decisions under sections 4.20(4) and 4.61(2) require an absolute 
majority decision of Council. The CEO does not have any delegated 
authority in relation to the appointment of the WA Electoral 
Commissioner to conduct the election or determining the method in 
which the election will be conducted. 

Policy: Nil. 
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Financial Implications 

20. The cost of conducting the City of Perth Ordinary Election 2025, including the consolidation of the 
election of a new Lord Mayor will be accommodated in the 2025/26 budget.  

21. The cost ($86,000) to hold an extraordinary election to fill the sole position of Lord Mayor has not been 
anticipated in any budget. 

 

Further Information 

22. Nil. 

 

Council Resolution  (OCM-25/03-052) 

Mover: Councillor Liam Gobbert 

Seconder: Councillor David Goncalves 

 
That Council:  

1. REQUESTS the administration, in accordance with Section 4.17 of the Local Government Act 1995, to 
seek the approval of the Electoral Commissioner to allow the vacancy of the City of Perth Lord Mayor 
to remain unfilled until the Ordinary Local Government Election 2025 

2. DECLARES, in accordance with section 4.20(4) of the Local Government Act 1995, the Electoral 
Commissioner to be responsible for the conduct of the 2025 Ordinary Local government Election 
together with any other elections or polls which may be required. 

3. DECIDES, in accordance with section 4.61(2) of the Local Government Act 1995 that the method of 
conducting the election will be as a Postal election. 

4. NOTES that the appointment of the Electoral Commissioner and the method being via Postal election 
will also apply to the election for the position of Lord Mayor if the Electoral Commissioner allows the 
position to remain vacant 

.CARRIED UNOPPOSED (8/0) BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Viktor Ko, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 
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19. Committee Reports  

Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on 10 March 2025 

18.1 Compliance Audit Return 2024 

Responsible Officer Natasha Balderston – Audit and Risk Manager 

Voting Requirements Simple Majority 

Attachments Attachment 18.1A – Compliance Audit Return 2024   

 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to present the results of the Compliance Audit Return 2024 to the Audit and Risk 
Committee.  

 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

1. ADOPTS the Local Government Annual Compliance Audit Return for the period 1 January 2024 to 31 
December 2024 as shown in Attachment A. 

2. ACKNOWLEDGES that the Chief Executive Officer and Lord Mayor will certify the Local Government 
Annual Compliance Audit Return 2024, for submission to the Department of Local Government, Sport 
and Cultural Industries by 31 March 2025. 
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Background 

1. The annual Compliance Audit Return (“CAR”) was included in the City’s FY 24/25 Audit Plan. This plan 
was approved by the City of Perth’s (“City”) Council in May 2024 on recommendation of the Audit and 
Risk Committee (“ARC”). 

2. The CAR is a mandatory annual submission to the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural 
Industries (“Department”) as is required under Regulation 14 of the Local Government (Audit) 
Regulations 1996. The scope of the audit is for the period of 1 January to 31 December of each year.  

3. The CAR assesses a local government's compliance with the requirements of the chosen sections of the 
Local Government Act 1995 and subsidiary regulations, concentrating on areas of compliance 
considered "high risk" as determined by the Minister each year.  

4. The completed CAR submission (Attachment A) is required to be: 

a. Presented to the ARC for review, before being presented for adoption by Council; 

b. Subsequently certified by the Lord Mayor and the Chief Executive Officer; and  

c. Returned to the Department of Local Government, Sport, and Cultural Industries with a copy of 
the relevant Council minutes by 31 March 2025.  

5. The City received the CAR questions from the Department on 17 December 2024.  

6. The audit was conducted by the Internal Audit Team.  

 

Discussion 

7. The City has not identified any instances of non-compliance while completing the CY 2024 CAR. This is 
reflected in the CAR submission, which has been populated into the required template for submission 
to the Department (Attachment A).  

8. The City has continued to achieve improvements in its compliance to the Local Government Act 1995 
and Regulations. The table below highlights the progress the City has made in the CAR since 2017: 

Section of the CAR 
Non-compliances 

 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Commercial Enterprises by Local Governments - 1 1 - - - - - 

Delegation of Power/ Duty 1 1 - - 2 - - - 

Disclosure of Interest 5 3 2 - - 1 - - 

Disposal of Property 1 1 - - - - - - 

Elections 1 N/A - - - - - - 

Finance 1 1 1 - 1 - - - 

Integrated Planning and Reporting N/A - 1 - - - - - 

Local Government Employees 1 1 - - - - - - 

Official Conduct - - - - - -  - 

Optional Questions N/A N/A - - 1 - 1 - 

Tenders for Providing Goods and Services 1 1 1 3 1 - - - 

TOTALS 11 9 6 3 5 1 1 0 

9. The one (1) non-compliance identified in the 2023 CAR has been verified as compliant for CY 2024. 
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Next steps: 

10. The CAR submission (Attachment A) will be presented to the Council meeting on 25 March 2025 for 
adoption and certification by the Lord Mayor and the CEO. 

11. Once certified, along with the relevant Council minutes, will be provided to the Department for their 
review and information by 31 March 2025. 

 

Consultation 

12. Internal Audit worked with internal stakeholders to obtain documentation and information on areas, 
covered by the CAR in order to complete the audit. Sample testing was undertaken as required. 

 

Decision Implications 

13. If Council supports the recommendations, the City will meet its obligation to submit the completed CAR 
submission to the Department of Local Government, Sport, and Cultural Industries by 31 March 2025. 

 

Strategic, Legislative and Policy Implications 

Strategy 

Strategic Pillar (Objective) A Well-Governed City 

Related Documents (Issue 
Specific Strategies and Plans): 

3-year Strategic Internal Audit Plan 

 

Legislation, Delegation of Authority and Policy 

Legislation: Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996, Local Government Act 1995 

Authority of Council/CEO: Council. 

Policy: Nil. 

 

Financial Implications 

14. Nil. 

 

Further Information 

15. Nil. 
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Council Resolution (OCM-25/03-053) 

Mover: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds 

Seconder: Councillor David Goncalves 

 
That Council: 

1. ADOPTS the Local Government Annual Compliance Audit Return for the period 1 January 2024 to 31 
December 2024 as shown in Attachment A. 

2. ACKNOWLEDGES that the Chief Executive Officer and Lord Mayor will certify the Local Government 
Annual Compliance Audit Return 2024, for submission to the Department of Local Government, Sport 
and Cultural Industries by 31 March 2025. 

CARRIED EN BLOC (8/0) 

For: Deputy Lord Mayor Bruce Reynolds; Councillors Clyde Bevan, Raj Doshi, Liam Gobbert, David 
Goncalves, Catherine Lezer and Steven Wellard 

Against: Nil. 
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20. Matters for which the meeting may be closed  

Nil. 

 

21. Urgent Business  

Nil. 

 

22. Closure 

There being no further business, the Presiding Member declared the meeting closed at 8:55pm. 
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