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1. City-wide profile and analysis 
The city-wide profile and analysis provides information that has been considered in understanding Perth city (as it 
applies across the Local Planning SǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩǎ theme areas). It also explores the issues the City faces when future 
planning, and the way these issues affect our approach to the Local Planning Strategy. 

1.1. Demographic profile and population forecast 

1.1.1. Existing profile and trends 

1.1.1.1. Population profile 
Perth city attracts the largest concentration of people in Greater Perth each day, reflecting its capital city status 
and the wide variety of opportunities for work, education, entertainment, shopping, recreation, services, tourism 
and social and cultural activities. 

Growth and density 
The resident population of Perth city has grown at a rapid rate over the past decade and was the second fastest-
growing local government area within Greater Perth (Urbis, 2018).  The population increased from 15,232 in 2006 
to 28,832 estimated residents in 2019, refer to Figure 1 (Profile.id, 2021). However, population growth has 
slowed, with the average annual population growth 2.8% between 2014 and 2019, compared to 7.0% between 
2007 and 2013. 

Figure 1 - Population growth (ERP) in Perth city, 2006-19 
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¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ tŜǊǘƘ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƛȄ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘǎΣ ŀǎ ŀǘ нлмсΣ ƛǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ Table 1. 

Table 1 - Residential population by neighbourhood (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016) 

 Neighbourhood 2016 population 

Central Perth 5,672 

Claisebrook 3,938 

Crawley-Nedlands 5,141 

East Perth 7,288 

Northbridge 2,053 

West Perth 2,858 

 

Over the past decade, Perth cƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƛǘǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ tŜǊǘƘΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 1.0% 
of the population in 2006 to 1.3% of the population in 2016 (refer to Table 2). 

Table 2 - Census population (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2001 ς 2016) 

 2006 2011 2016 

Greater Perth 1,512,083 1,728,867 1,943,858 

City of Perth 15,229 20,677 26,128 

% of Greater Perth 1.0% 1.2% 1.3% 

 

The ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǿeighted population density (excludes non-residential open spaces/reserves) is 67.5 people per hectare 
with density highest in the western portion of East Perth. This is notably higher than typical suburban contexts 
across Greater Perth which generally range between 35 ς 45 people per hectare (Urbis, 2018). As would be 
expected, population density is significantly lower in areas that have historically been used for commercial or civic 
uses, such as around Central Perth (refer to Figure 2). 

Figure 2 - Population density in Perth city 
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Over the past decade, Perth city has seen a substantial increase in population density, however, it is still low 
compared to central Sydney (671 persons per ha) and Melbourne (525 persons per ha)(Urbis, 2018). 

Age and sex 
There is a slightly higher proportion of male residents than female residents in Perth city (52.4% compared to 
47.5%), which differs from Greater Perth (49.6% compared to 50.4%). The age of residents in the city is largely 
different to Greater Perth, with very low percentages of children, teens and people older than 40. The 20-39 age 
bracket forms the largest proportion of tŜǊǘƘ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ population (57.7%) which is significantly higher than Greater 
Perth (29.7%) (refer Figure 3). 

Figure 3 ς Total Population by Age Cohort, Perth city residents vs Greater Perth residents (Australian 
Bureau of Statistics 2016)  

 

!ƎŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƛȄ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘǎ ƛǎ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ specific exceptions (refer Figure 4). 
There is a greater proportion of young people aged 15-24 and a lower proportion of people aged 25-59 in 
Crawley-Nedlands. The proportion of people aged 20-39 in Northbridge (70.6%) is even greater than Perth city 
generally and Claisebrook accommodates a comparatively higher proportion of people aged 45-69.  
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Figure 4 ς Neighbourhood Population by Age Cohort (Australian Bureau of Statistics 2016)  

 

 

Household attributes 
Households within the city are primarily couples without children (27.1%), and lone-person households 
(32.1%)(Profile. id, 2017). Families with children only account for approximately 14.3% of total households. This is 
comparable to the inner-city areas of Melbourne and Sydney, which also had a low proportion of households 
containing children (approximately 17.5%) (Urbis, 2018). The number of households containing families with 
children is substantially higher across Greater Perth (46% of total households). 

Ethnicity and language spoken at home 
There are many people born outside of Australia (13,563) living in Perth city ς over half of the total population 
(54.7%) (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016). This contrasts with Greater Perth, which has a much higher 
proportion of Australian-born residents. The most common countries of birth outside of Australia are the United 
Kingdom (13.3% of residents born outside of Australia) and China (11.6%) (refer to Figure 5). Population change 
over the 2011 to 2016 period suggests that China, Southern Asia and Korea/Japan-born residents increased at a 
faster rate than other cohorts. 

The resident Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population is comparatively small (218 persons) and represents 
less than 1.0% of Perth city residents (compared to 1.6% across Greater Perth).  
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Figure 5- Country of birth of residents born outside of Australia (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016) 

 

In 2016, 38.6% of Perth city residents spoke a language other than English at home, compared to an average of 
20.1% across Greater Perth. The top three languages were Mandarin (9.2%), Cantonese (2.8%) and Korean (2.4%), 
compared to the top three across Greater Perth ς Mandarin (2.3%), Italian (1.4%) and Cantonese / Filipino / 
Vietnamese (1.0% each) (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016). The proportion of residents speaking Mandarin 
and Cantonese in Perth city was slightly lower than other capital city locations.  

In 2016, the largest religious group in Perth city was Western (Roman) Catholic, which accounted for 16.4% of the 
45.8% of the population who nominated a religion. Whilst this is lower than Greater Perth, Perth city has a 
greater percentage of people who affiliate with Buddhism, Islam and Hinduism (refer to Figure 6). 

Figure 6 - Religion, Perth city ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ vs Greater Perth residents (Profile. id, 2016) 

 

Education, employment and income 
In 2016, a total of 6,318 residents within Perth city attended educational institutions. Of this student population, 
79.5% attended tertiary institutions which is significantly higher than the Greater Perth average of 21.25%. 
Conversely, the low number of children in Perth cƛǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ means a lower percentage of primary and 
secondary students (6.2% and 5.1% respectively) (refer to Figure 7).
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Figure 7 ς Student Population by Institution (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016) 

 

Residents within the city are relatively wealthy, with a high proportion of the population earning more than 
$104,000 (18.5%). However, when compared to Greater Perth, a relatively high proportion of the population do 
not receive an income (14.7%) (refer to Figure 8). 

Figure 8 - Annual individual income, Perth city residents vs Greater Perth residents (Australian Bureau 
of Statistics, 2016) 

 

Perth city has a relatively high labour force participation rate of residents, with 60% of residents aged over 15 
years employed or looking for work. More residents work full-time (46%) than in part-time work (17%). However, 
the unemployment rate in Perth city is approximately 10%, which is relatively high compared to the Greater Perth 
rate of 8% (refer to Table 3).
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Table 3 - Labour force status of residents in Perth city (Profile. id, 2016) 

Labour Force Status Number of 
People 

Proportion (%) 

Employed 12,675 89.7 

Employed full-time 8,426 59.6 

Employed part-time 4,002 28.3 

Hours worked not stated 247 1.7 

Unemployed (Unemployment rate) 1,458 10.3 

Looking for full-time work 702 5.0 

Looking for part-time work 756 5.3 

Total labour force 14,133 100.0 

The largest proportion of Perth city workers are in the 25-34 and 35-44 age groups, representing 52.8% of total 
workers. The most common industries for city resident workers are professional services (namely professional, 
scientific and technical services (14.3%), and mining (8%)).  There is also a relatively high proportion of residents 
employed in industries such as accommodation and food services (13.7%), health care and social assistance 
(10.1%), and retail trade (6.4%) (refer to Table 4).  

Table 4 - Industry of employment of residents in Perth city (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016) 

Industry Number of 
People 

Proportion (%) 

Professional, scientific and technical services 1,647 14.3% 

Accommodation and food services 1,577 13.7% 

Health care and social assistance 1,158 10.1% 

Mining 922 8.0% 

Retail trade 742 6.4% 

Construction 732 6.4% 

Education and training 695 6.0% 

Public administration and safety 652 5.7% 

Administrative and support services 509 4.4% 

Inadequately described 445 3.9% 

 
Primarily, residents are employed as professionals (35%), managers (16%) and clerical administrative workers 
(12%). There is a low portion of labourers, machinery operators and trades workers residing in the city (refer to 
Table 5).
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Table 5- Occupation of residents in Perth city (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016) 

Occupation Number of 
people 

Percentage (%) 

Professionals 3,987 35% 

Managers 1,791 16% 

Clerical and administrative workers 1,330 12% 

Community and personal service workers 1,245 11% 

Technicians and trades workers 1,143 10% 

Labourers 810 7% 

Sales workers 727 6% 

Machinery operators and drivers 267 2% 

Inadequately described 135 1% 

Only 5,641 Perth city residents work within the city. All other peoples who work in Perth city live in other local 
government areas (LGA). The most common areas where Perth city workers live are Joondalup, Wanneroo, 
Melville and Bayswater (refer to Table 6).  

Table 6 - Perth city workers by place of usual residence (LGA) (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016) 

LGA Number of People 

Joondalup (C) 10,927 

Wanneroo (C) 9,035 

Melville (C) 7,234 

Bayswater (C) 6,247 

Swan (C) 5,986 

Canning (C) 5,912 

Vincent (C) 5,814 

Perth (C) 5,641 

Gosnells (C) 5,235 

Cockburn (C) 5,109 

Migration patterns 
New residents who moved to Perth city between 2011 and 2016 were most likely to have moved from the inner-
ring suburbs of Perth. The highest local migration was residents moving from Subiaco-Shenton Park closely 
followed by residents moving from Mount Lawley-Inglewood (Urbis, 2018). Similarly, residents who left Perth city 
between 2011 and 2016 tended to move to suburbs nearby ς demonstrating that nearby areas often draw 
residents away from the city (Urbis, 2018).  

One-year migration data shows a high level of people moving locally within Perth city, and a relatively low level of 
overseas migration (26%). However, the five-year migration data shows a trend towards a lower percentage of 
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local migration, and a high percentage of overseas migration (38%). Over the five-year period, Intrastate 
migration has remained the highest migration contributor (refer to Figure 9). 

Figure 9 - One and five-year migration to Perth city (Urbis, 2018) 

 

Perth city has a relatively high resident turnover compared to Greater Perth, with only around 18% of residents 
having lived at the same address in the five years prior to the 2016 Census. However, this figure is similar to other 
inner-city local government areas, with Melbourne at 22% and Sydney at 34%. Notably, both Melbourne and 
SydneyΩǎ local government areas cover a larger land area of historically residential suburbs (Urbis, 2018). 

1.1.1.2. Population growth forecasts and target 
Population forecasts and projections estimate the future size, distribution and characteristics of the population. 
These forecasts show tŜǊǘƘ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ likely future if current and emerging trends continue as they are. The City 
reviewed population forecasts from three different sources in the development of the Local Planning Strategy:  

 Western Australia (WA) Tomorrow forecasts (developed by the State Government); 

 Forecasts from .id Consulting (data subscription held by the City of Perth); and 

 Population modelling by Urbis (as part of the 2018 Housing Analysis). 
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WA Tomorrow 
²! ¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŦŜǊǘƛƭƛǘȅΣ ƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅ 
and migration trends. This forecast is then apportioned among different geographic areas, including local 
government areas (LGA) ƛƴ ŀ ΨǘƻǇ-ŘƻǿƴΩ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ ²! ¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŦƛǾŜ ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘ ΨōŀƴŘǎΩ (A to E) that show a 
range from high growth (A) to low growth (E). Band C is the median forecast (refer to Figure 10).  

The most recent WA Tomorrow forecasts were released in 2019, and forecast out to 2031. The scenarios can be 
summarised as follows: 

¶ Band A: 37,830 residents by 2031 (10,790 additional) ς annual growth rates 1.2-3.4%. 

¶ Band B: 39,710 residents by 2031 (12,670 additional) ς annual growth rates 1.8-3.6%. 

¶ Band C: 40,320 residents by 2031 (13,280 additional) ς annual growth rates 2.4-3.5%. 

¶ Band D: 41,420 residents by 2031 (14,380 additional) ς annual growth rates 2.8-3.5%. 

¶ Band E: 42,890 residents by 2031 (15,850 additional) ς annual growth rates 2.5-3.9%. 

Figure 10 - Population forecasts Perth city from WA Tomorrow (Department of Planning, Lands and 
Heritage, 2019) 

 
Note: forecasts are extrapolated to 2036 based on mean annual increase between 2016 ς 2031.  
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.id Consulting forecasts 

.id Consulting produces population forecasts covering a period until 2041 for Perth city as part of their 
demographic data product suite. These forecasts are based on a combination of three statistical models (Forecast. 
id, 2020), which consider trends in births, deaths, ageing and migration, as well as incorporating information 
about planned residential development activity. The most recent forecast from .id was released in May 2020. 

The current forecasts indicate that Perth city will grow to 43,018 people by 2036 (1.7% - 4.0% annual growth 
rate), which aligns with the WA Tomorrow forecasts above. As demonstrated in Table 7, there is substantial 
difference in the growth forecast for across ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘǎ. The population of Central Perth is expected to 
increase significantly between 2016 and 2036, while the population of Crawley-Nedlands and West Perth are 
expected to see little growth over the same period. These projections reflect the current residential development 
trends in these areas, and are an indication of what is likely to occur in the absence of any major intervention to 
the existing planning framework. 

Table 7 - Forecast population and dwellings from .id Consulting (Forecast. id, 2020) 

Neighbouhood 2016 2026 2036 2041 

Population Dwellings Population Dwellings Population Dwellings Population Dwellings 

Central Perth 5,672 2,596 9,831 4,306 11,915 5,482 14,116 6,661 

Claisebrook 3,938 1,945 4,473 2,316 5,840 3,040 6,660 3,481 

Crawley-Nedlands 5,141 1,554 6,006 1,639 6,770 2,001 7,220 2,216 

East Perth 7,288 3,651 8,428 4,286 10,466 5,406 12,616 6,551 

Northbridge 2,053 928 3,444 1,247 3,867 1,480 3,978 1,540 

West Perth 2,858 1,608 3,572 1,913 4,160 2,261 4,517 2,464 

Total 26,950 12,282 35,754 15,707 43,018 19,670 49,107 22,913 

 

2018 Housing Analysis scenario projections 
As part of /ƛǘȅΩǎ 2018 Housing Analysis, four population growth scenarios were investigated.  The scenarios can be 
summarised as follows: 

 Scenario one: 46,085 residents by 2031 (19,129 additional) ς annual growth rates 3.6-3.7%): based 
ƻƴ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ tŜǊǘƘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ consistent growth towards 3.5 million by 2050, and trends 
within Perth city expected to continue. 

 Scenario two 36,146 residents by 2031 (9,190 additional) ς annual growth rates 1.7-2.1%): increased 
competition and investment in infill development in neighbouring areas, whereby Perth city captures 
ŀ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ tŜǊǘƘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǘƘŀƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǘǊŜƴŘǎ. 

 Scenario three 46,983 residents by 2031 (20,027 additional) ς annual growth rates 3.7-3.8%): a 
diversity scenario, whereby a combination of cultural trends, expanded amenities and services and 
family-friendly dwelling products encourages an increasing number of families and older residents 
remaining in/moving to Perth city. 

 Scenario four 60,006 residents by 2031 (33,050 additional) ς annual growth rates 4.5-6.0%): a high 
growth scenario, whereby the City captures ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ tŜǊǘƘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ 
(compared to historical averages). 

The models were calculated by estimating how the key inputs (age-specific fertility, mortality and migration rates) 
would vary in each scenario (refer to Figure 11).
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Figure 11 - 2018 Housing Analysis Population Scenario Projections 

  

Key outcomes emerged when these projections were compared and analysed: 

 The Perth cityΩǎ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƳƛȄ (in terms of age and household composition) will largely remain 
unchanged unless there is significant intervention. The most significant driver of population growth 
for the City is expected to be migration, particularly the in-migration of young adults and the out-
migration of establishing families (i.e. young children and adults in their 30s).  A major change to 
these dynamics would be needed to significantly alter ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƳƛȄ;  

 Scenarios one, three and five indicate more growth than all WA Tomorrow bands and id.Consulting 
forecasts; and 

 The age profile and household composition of residents does not differ much between different 
dwelling types which indicates that families are still very likely to live in apartments.  

Population target 

Strategic Community Plan 2050 target 
In preparing the Strategic Community Plan, an aspirational population target was investigated to guide residential 
growth within Perth city. Upon reviewing the various population forecasts outlined above, a population target of 
90,000 by 2050 was chosen which represents an annual growth rate of approximately 3.6% and a tripling of the 
ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ǿŀǎ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tƭŀƴ нлмф ς 2029.  

Figure 12 illustrates this aspirational growth target relative to the forecast growth rate provided by id. Consulting. 
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Figure 12 - Population Growth - Aspirational Target vs Forecast.id Estimate 

 

Although exceeding the forecasts provided by WA Tomorrow and id.Consulting, the target above is viewed as a 
moderate growth rate in light of the growth scenarios offered in the Colliers 2018 Housing Analysis. Such a target 
is a realistic aspiration, particularly as the city expands its amenities, services and dwelling types to attract a range 
of demographics.  

2036 population target and neighbourhood distribution 
This Local Planning Strategy is a 15-year document and therefore seeks to provide population targets to 
approximately нлосΦ ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ оΦс҈ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǊŀǘŜ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tƭŀƴΣ tŜǊǘƘ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 
population would reach approximately 55,000 by 2036 (refer to Figure 12).  

To distribute this population target by neighbourhood, a methodology was developed which examined: 

¶ Three reference models (refer to Figure 13): 
o Model 1: Existing neighbourhood distribution ς 55,000 population target distributed using the 

proportion of existing neighbourhood populations. 
o Model 2: Forecast neighbourhood distribution ς 55,000 population target distributed using the 

proportions of population forecasts provided by .id Consulting. 
o Model 3: Neighbourhood development capacity ς 55,000 population target distributed according 

to where development capacity exists ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴning schemes (refer Error! Reference s
ource not found. for further information on development capacity); and 

¶ Neighbourhood population growth constraints and opportunities (refer to Table 8).
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Figure 13 - Neighbourhood population distribution reference models 

 

Table 8 ς Neighbourhood residential growth constraints and opportunities summary 

 Constraints Opportunities 

Central 
Perth 

¶ Primarily commercial market. 

¶ Significant heritage and strata 
redevelopment constraints. 

¶ Neighbourhood character 
areas to be preserved. 

¶ Significant plot ratio capacity. 

¶ Significant bonus plot ratio opportunities. 

¶ Boosted by EQ and PCL redevelopment areas. 

Northbridge ¶ Land use constraints (special 
entertainment precinct). 

¶ ~50% commercial market. 

¶ Neighbourhood character 
area to be preserved. 

¶ Significant plot ratio capacity. 

¶ Eastern Northbridge development 
opportunities largely unconstrained. 

¶ Significant BPR opportunities. 

East Perth ¶ Moderate heritage and strata 
redevelopment constraints. 

¶ Terrace road character areas 
to be preserved. 

¶ Predominantly residential market. 

¶ Boosted by Riverside redevelopment area. 

Claisebrook ¶ Neighbourhood character 
areas to be preserved. 

¶ Built-up small landholdings 
constrain comprehensive 
redevelopment. 

¶ No planning framework over 
redevelopment areas. 

¶ Limited bonus plot ratio 
opportunities.  

¶ Predominantly residential market. 

¶ Long-term growth capacity in Development WA 
areas. 

¶ TOD redevelopment potential 
(McIver/Claisebrook stations). 

¶ Growth opportunities surrounding Wellington 
Square. 

West Perth ¶ ~50% commercial market. 

¶ Neighbourhood character 
areas to be preserved. 

¶ Significant unconstrained development 
capacity. 

¶ Currently low density ς potential to increase. 

¶ Significant bonus plot ratio opportunities. 

¶ TOD redevelopment potential (City West). 
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 Constraints Opportunities 

¶ Growth opportunities along Kings Park Road. 

¶ Highly accessible. 

Crawley-
Nedlands 

¶ Built-up small landholdings 
constrain comprehensive 
redevelopment. 

¶ Currently no bonus plot ratio 
opportunities. 

¶ Neighbourhood character 
areas to be preserved. 

¶ Predominantly residential market. 

¶ Currently low density ς potential to increase in 
targeted areas. 

¶ Surrounding university and hospital precincts. 

 

After reviewing the population distribution reference models against the neighbourhood constraints and 
opportunities, the following neighbourhood population targets were generated (refer to Table 9).  

Table 9 - Neighbourhood population target breakdown 

 

Each neighbourhood target generally falls within the range of the three reference models illustrated in Figure 13, 
with specific exceptions.  

A higher population target was chosen for West Perth due to its significant redevelopment opportunity areas, 
residential amenity, accessibility and its opportunities for increased residential development capacity. A slightly 
lower target was chosen for Northbridge given that residential development will be constrained throughout large 
portions of the neighbourhood due to noise mitigation requirements from the Special Entertainment Precinct 
(refer section 8). A slightly higher population target was chosen in East Perth due to the significant residential 
ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ŜƴǾƛǎŀƎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ²!Ωǎ wƛǾŜǊǎƛŘŜ ǊŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀΦ  

Overall, with strategic planning scheme and policy interventions, each neighbourhood is considered capable of 
accommodating the above population targets by 2036. 

 

 

 
1 Dwelling target = (additional population/average household size) + existing dwellings 

 
Central 
Perth 

Northbridge East 
Perth 

Claisebrook West 
Perth 

Crawley-
Nedlands 

Total 

Existing 
population 

(Forecast. id, 2016) 

5,672 2,053 7,288 3,938 2,858 5,141 26,950 

Existing dwellings 
(Forecast. id, 2016) 

2,596 928 3,651 1,945 1,608 1,554 12,282 

2036 population 
target 

12,375 4,125 15,125 6,875 9,625 6,875 55,000 

% of total 
population target 

22.5% 7.5% 27.5% 12.5% 17.5% 12.5% 100% 

2036 dwelling 
target1 

6,219 2,019 7,776 3,516 5,326 2,421 27,277 
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Dwelling yield and residential floorspace demand 
To ensure that there is sufficient capacity for the population targets above, it is important to understand the 
extent of residential floorspace required to accommodate the targeted additional population. Table 10 calculates 
the additional dwelling yield and residential floorspace growth requirements for each neighbourhood based on 
the following assumptions: 

¶ Population based on Table 9 targets; 

¶ Neighbourhood average household size based on id.Forecast projections to 2036 (Forecast. id, 2021); and 

¶ Average new dwelling supply based on recent trends (80sqm) (Urbis, 2017). 

Table 10 - Residential Floorspace Growth Targets to 2036 

Neighbourhood Additional 
Population to 

2036 

Average 
Household Size 

Additional 
Dwellings 
Required 

Additional Residential 
Floorspace Demand 

(m2) 

Central Perth 6,703 1.85 3,623 289,859 

Claisebrook 2,937 1.87 1,571 125,647 

Crawley-Nedlands 1,734 2 867 69,360 

East Perth 7,837 1.9 4,125 329,979 

Northbridge 2,072 1.9 1,091 87,242 

West Perth 6,767 1.82 3,718 297,451 

TOTAL 28,050 n/a 14,994 1,199,538 

 

A floorspace capacity analysis for each neighbourhood is provided in section Error! Reference source not found., w
hich considers both residential and commercial floorspace demand to 2036.  
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1.2. Community, urban growth and settlement 

1.2.1.  Existing profile and trends 

1.2.1.1. Housing 
There were 14,943 dwellings in the city in 2016, roughly 52 dwellings per hectare. Approximately 8,237 additional 
dwellings were constructed between 2004 and 2016, an increase of 123% over the 12-year period, or 6.9% 
annually (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2001 ς 2016).  

Medium and high-density dwellings account for 95.4% of the housing stock within Perth city (Profile. id, 2017) ς a 
characteristic shared with other capital city locations. ABS Census data classifies medium density as one or two-
storey units and high density as three storeys or more.   

The overwhelming majority (94.4%) of dwellings in the city have between one to three bedrooms, with two 
bedroom dwelling representing almost 50% of all housing stock. This contrasts with Greater Perth, which sees 
much higher levels of three and four bedroom dwellings as illustrated in Figure 14. 

Figure 14 ς Bedrooms per dwelling, Perth city as benchmarked against Greater Perth (Australian 
Bureau of Statistics, 2016) 

 

From 2016ς17, apartment sales for Greater Perth indicate that one-bedroom apartments tended to be 
approximately 50sqm in size, though some one-bedroom apartments reached 70sqm in size. The majority of two-
bedroom apartments were between 75sqm and 85sqm in size, though there were a number of two-bedroom 
apartments larger than 100sqm. Three-bedroom apartments tended to be between 100 and 149sqm in size (refer 
Figure 15). These sizes are similar to Greater Perth apartments, apart from a higher amount of Greater Perth 
three-bedroom apartments being larger than 125sqm.
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Figure 15 - Apartment sizes in the Perth city (sales recorded between Q4 2016ςQ4 2017) (Urbis, 2017) 

 

Housing affordability and activity trends 
Perth city experiences a cyclical housing market. A strong residential market in the early 2000s led to high levels 
of development and a steady growth in the median price of all dwelling types. Overall, median dwelling prices in 
Perth city are relatively high, in comparison to Greater Perth (refer to Table 11). However, the median sale price 
of dwellings in the city has generally been falling since 2012, and the volume of sales has decreased in line with 
the softening market (refer Figure 16) (Urbis, 2017). 

Generally, apartment development has come in waves because of market conditions, policy changes and the 
availability of opportunities such as redevelopment precincts. Much of Perth city is zoned for mixed-use 
development ς meaning that the feasibility of residential development is affected by the demand for other land 
uses (notably office space). 

Figure 16 - Median price and sales by dwelling type in Perth city 1990-2017 (Urbis, 2018) 

 

Table 11 - Median price by property type in Perth city vs. Greater Perth (Urbis, 2018) 

Property Type Perth city Greater Perth 

Apartment $465,000 $390,000 

House $1,000,000 $493,000 

Unit $605,000 $420,000 
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Over half of all dwellings (57.8%) in Perth city are rented privately and an additional 7.3% are either publicly 
rented or are another form of rental. Rents are relatively high compared to Greater Perth, with 23.8% of rented 
dwellings costing renters over $550 a week (Urbis, 2018). This proportion is more than double than that of 
Greater Perth ς and demonstrates the premium offer of the city. Perth city also sees a relatively high amount of 
social and community housing (4.4%) compared to the Greater Perth average (3.1%) (Profile. id, 2017). 

While Perth city residents are relatively wealthy on average, housing affordability and suitability is an ongoing 
issue for some city residents. Some evidence suggests that rental and mortgage stress is the same, or below, 
Greater Perth averages as shown in Table 12. However, housing suitability is an issue for some, with 5.8% with 
5.8% of households in Perth city indicating a requirement for more beds, compared to 2.3% across Greater Perth 
(refer to Table 12).  

Whilst Perth city has seen significant population growth, there are complicated challenges in providing housing 
for people who are socially and economically disadvantaged. On Census night in 2016, there were 9,005 persons 
classified as homeless in WA and during RUAH Community Services Perth Registry Week in February 2016, 430 
people identified as being homeless in Perth city (RUAH Community Services, 2016).  

Table 12 - Housing affordability metrics as at 2017 (Urbis, 2018) 

Housing affordability metrics Perth city (%) Greater Perth (%) 

Households receiving rent assistance 16.3% 13.8% 

Mortgage stress (% of households) 7.8% 7.1% 

Rental stress (% of households) 21.5% 30.0% 

Proportion of households requiring extra beds 5.8% 2.3% 

 

Purchaser trends 
Apartment buyers in Perth city continue to be investors more so than owner-occupiers ς with investors 
accounting for 59% of buyers in 2017 (refer to Figure 17)(Urbis, 2018). The makeup of the investor market shifted 
over 2015-2017, with the number of foreign investors falling from 60% of investors in 2015 to 39% of investors in 
2017. This likely reflects the broader decline in foreign investment experienced across Australia between 2016 
and 2017, rather than local market factors.
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Figure 17 - Buyer profile of apartments in Perth city 2015-17(Urbis, 2017) 2 

 

Housing target 
As outlined in Section 1.1.1.2, to achieve a population of 55,000 by 2036, the City aims to accommodate 
approximately 15,000 new dwellings. Dwelling targets for each neighbourhood are provided in Table 13. 

Table 13 - Neighbourhood dwelling targets to 2036   

 

1.2.1.2. Community infrastructure 
 

Community infrastructure provides opportunities for a range of social and recreational activities and lays the 
foundation for a strong and connected community. 

Given the significant resident population growth envisaged for the city it is important to ensure that there is 
adequate community infrastructure for the future.   

Community infrastructure planning is traditionally based on forecasting resident needs.  In a capital city 

 
2 FIRB stands for the Foreign Investment Review Board.  Foreign investors generally need to apply for approval from FIRB before purchasing 
residential property in Australia.  

 
Central 
Perth 

Northbridge East 
Perth 

Claisebrook West 
Perth 

Crawley-
Nedlands 

Total 

Existing dwellings 
(Forecast. id, 2016) 

2,596 928 3,651 1,945 1,608 1,554 12,282 

Additional 
dwellings (2036) 

3,623 1,091 4,125 1,571 3,718 867 14,995 

Total dwelling 
target (2036) 

6,219 2,019 7,776 3,516 5,326 2,421 27,277 
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environment, consideration needs to be given to not only residents but the many workers, students and visitors 
that the city attracts.  It also  

In the absence of multi-user benchmarking suitable for a capital city, the City has undertaken benchmarking of 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ (City of Perth, 2020).  The 
current provision of community infrastructure and additional community infrastructure that is likely to be required 
by 2036 ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ is set out below. 
This benchmarking does not consider non-resident users or community infrastructure provision in adjoining local 
government areas so should be considered a starting point for further considering the citȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
infrastructure needs ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŎŎǳǊ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ 
Plan.  It should also be acknowledged that there are a range of regional-level institutions and facilities that cater 
for a broad ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ   

It should be noted that the City along with the State and Federal Governments are working with the WACA on 
future opportunities to include a multi-purpose sports venue and public pool as part of the Perth City Deal. 

Child care 
There are currently nine child care services in the city that offer long day care, providing approximately 756 child 
care places. Family day care is another type of child-care, which operates within the home of the educator. There 
are currently no registered family day-care services located within the city. 

Benchmarking for the provision of long day care to 2036 is provided in Table 14. 

Table 14 - The provision of long day care within Perth city ς benchmarked 

 

Provision Benchmark - Children aged 0-4 years, at a rate of around 2.5 places for each resident child (City of 
Parramatta, 2017) 

 Existing 2036 

Neighbourhood Population  Provision 
(places) 

Population 
(forecast) 

Population 
(target) 

Provision 
surplus/deficit 

Central Perth 199 231 322 343 +97 ς +102 

Northbridge 23 93 137 198 +35 ς +38 

East Perth 277 70 484 570 -124 ς -210 

Claisebrook 124 0 172 398 -69 ς -81 

West Perth 108 140 143 145 +8 ς +83 

Crawley-
Nedlands 

158 222 147 153 +162 ς +163  

 

This analysis suggests that there may be current and future demand for additional childcare in East Perth and 
Claisebrook.  By 2036, this would be in the order of approximately 200 ς 300 places in total. Notwithstanding, it is 
noted that additional childcare centres are available in neighbourhood local government areas which may capture 
some of the demand from East Perth and Claisebrook residents. 

Population growth in other neighbourhoods is unlikely to result in a shortage of childcare places. Although Central 
Perth, West Perth and Crawley-Nedlands appear to be oversupplied, current provision is likely due to the high 
proportion of workers in these areas. It will be important that any future Community Infrastructure Plan considers 
the additional childcare demand generated by workers with children. 
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Primary schools 
Primary school is an essential and compulsory service for children and their families. Schools often form an 
important role in a neighbourhood, fostering community and providing a place for events and activities outside of 
school hours. 

There are no public schools operating in Perth city, although a private primary school is provided at Trinity 
College, from year 4 onwards. The city is split into five public primary school intake areas that are located just 
outside of Perth city (Nedlands, Hollywood, Subiaco, West Leederville and Highgate).  

Benchmarking for the provision of public primary schools to 2036 is provided in Table 15. 

Table 15 - The provision of public primary schools - benchmarked 

 Provision Benchmark ς One primary school per 400 children aged 5-11 years3 
 Existing  2036 

Neighbourhood Population 5-11 
years 

Provision of 
public 

primary 
school  

Population 5-11 
years 

(forecast)  

Population 5-
11 years 

(target) 

Provision 
surplus/deficit  

Central Perth 83 0 155 161 Nil 

Northbridge 15 0 30 32 Nil 

East Perth 121 0 303 438 Nil ς 1 primary 
school 

Claisebrook 79 0 148 174 Nil 

West Perth 60 0 68 157 Nil 

Crawley-
Nedlands 

164 0 147 149 Nil 

Total ς Perth 
city  

522 0 851 1111 2 primary schools  

Total ς Central 
Perth, East 
Perth, 
Claisebrook 

283 0 606 773 1 primary school 

 

There are currently 522 children aged 5-11 years living in Perth city. While this is enough to fill an average-sized 
primary school, this population is dispersed across five existing catchment areas.  

The combined 5-11-year-old population across Central Perth, East Perth and Claisebrook is anticipated to reach 
between 606 ς 773 by 2036. Currently, these areas are part of the Highgate Primary School Local Intake Area 
which is understood from the Department of Education to be experiencing high enrolment levels in recent years. 
Therefore, it is highly likely that these areas will require an inner-city primary school in the near future. The 
benchmarking suggests that East Perth alone could require a primary school by 2036 if population targets are met 

A new public primary school may also help attract more families into the city and could provide a place that the 
rest of the community can use.  

 
3 Western Australian average primary school size 
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The total 5-11-year-old population across Perth city is anticipated to reach between 851 ς 1,111 by 2036. 
Although this suggests that a second inner-city primary school may be needed by 2036, it is important to consider 
that a portion of this population is likely to continue to attend public primary schools outside of Perth city, as well 
as private primary schools.  

Secondary schools 
Secondary education is compulsory up until the end of the year young people turn 17 and 6 months in Western 
Australia. It is therefore assumed that demand for government schools will be close to the total number of 
residents between 12 ς 17 years, with some residents choosing to attend private schools. The average secondary 
school size in WA is around 1,000 children. School size is, however, highly variable, with some Perth schools 
nearing 2,000-3,000 students. 

There are no public secondary schools operating in Perth city however three private high schools ς Mercedes 
/ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ {ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ DǊŀƳƳŀǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ς are in Central Perth and East Perth. Crawley-
Nedlands and West Perth are currently part of the local intake area of Shenton College, while the rest of Perth city 
is part of the intake area of Mount Lawley Senior High School. All Perth city neighbourhoods also fall into the 
intake area of Bob-Hawke College, except for Nedlands-Crawley, which remains in the Shenton College 
catchment.  

Benchmarking for the provision of secondary schools to 2036 is provided in Table 16. 

Table 16 - The provision of secondary schools - benchmarked 

Provision Benchmark ς One secondary school per 1000 persons aged 12-17 years4 
 Existing 2036 

 Population 12-
17 years 

Provision of 
public secondary 

schools 

Population 
12-17 years 

(forecast) 

Population 12-
17 years 

(target) 

Provision 

surplus/deficit  

Total ς Perth 
city  

440 0 1,021 1,305 - 1 secondary 
school 

 

There are not many people of secondary-school age living in Perth city currently. Although the population aged 
12-17 is predicted to reach over 1,000 people by 2036, it is anticipated that the majority of this catchment will 
attend the new Bob Hawke College which is highly accessible from most parts of the city ς especially areas close 
to a train station. Furthermore, a portion of this population will likely attend private secondary schools. It is 
therefore unlikely that a government secondary school will be needed in the city during the life of this Strategy. 

However, should the City and surrounding local government areas continue to accommodate strong population 
growth, it is likely that a secondary school will be needed within Perth city at some stage beyond 2036. As such, it 
would be wise for the City to work with the State Government now to find potential sites for a school, for 
development in the future. 

Tertiary education 
Several universities have a presence within Perth city. The main campus of the University of Western Australia is 
in Crawley, providing undergraduate and postgraduate courses to almost 24,000 students. Curtin University and 
Central Queensland University also operate some courses from Perth city locations. The city also has two North 
Metropolitan TAFE campuses and around 55 private training colleges.  

The Perth City Deal (Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communities, 2020) 
announced in 2020 proposes to expand the presence of university campuses in Perth city through the following: 

 
4 Western Australian average high school size 
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¶ Relocating Edith Cowan UniveǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ 
Academy of Performing Arts, into Perth city; and 

¶ Expanding or establishing new inner-city presences for Curtin and Murdoch Universities. 

There are no established benchmarks for the provision of tertiary education facilities at a local government level, 
and ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ universities operate on models that extend their reach internationally. These institutions attract 
thousands of visitors (students and workers) each day and encourage residential growth (as students try to live 
near their place of study).   

Residential aged care 
Residential aged care services provide accommodation and a range of support services for older people who can 
no longer live at home. The aged care sector has changed a lot over the past twenty years, with in-home care and 
a trend to larger facilities for residential aged care. The provision of residential aged care is important for allowing 
Ψageing in placeΩ where people can remain in their neighbourhood when they are no longer able to live on their 
own.  

There are currently two residential aged care facilities known to operate within Perth city, located in East Perth 
and Claisebrook. In total, these facilities provide around 80 places (refer to Table 17). 

Table 17 - Provision of residential aged care ς benchmarked 

Provision Benchmark ς 73 places per 1,000 people aged 70 years and over5 
 Existing 2036 

Neighbourhood Population 70+ 
years 

Provision 
(places) 

Population 70+ 
years 

(forecast) 

Population 70+ 
years 

(target) 

Provision 
surplus/deficit  

Total ς Perth 
city  

1,691 80 3,581 4,578 -181 ς -254 

 

This analysis suggests that there is currently a small shortfall of residential aged care places within Perth city. By 
2036, this shortfall is predicted to increase to 181-254 places ς which would mean two to three additional 
facilities would be needed (as most facilities provide 80 or more places). The City should consider how aged-care 
development could be further encouraged to increase the diversity of the resident population. 

Community centres 
Community centres provide space for a range of community activities, services and programs. These could include 
community health services, youth services, as well as a variety of recreational activities and programs. Community 
facilities are also often provided in apartment buildings. In locations of high density, which is most of Perth city, 
there may be more need for nearby internal and external spaces that can host events that might otherwise take 
place in the home. Nationally, there is a trend away from smaller neighbourhood facilities to larger multi-purpose 
facilities, to benefit from Ψeconomies of scaleΩΦ Community centres are usually built and maintained by local 
government authorities or not-for-profit organisations.   

The City currently owns three formal community centres: 

¶ The Citiplace Community Centre ς located in the City Railway Station Complex at Wellington St. The 
centre has a large conference room, small conference room, and dining room that are can be hired for 
community use as well as end of trip facilities and stroller/wheelchair hire. It currently provides a range of 
activities and services for people over the age of 55 and people with disabilities;  

¶ The Rod Evans Centre ς located on Plain St, East Perth. This centre was used to offer services for people 

 
5 Australian Government provision ratios 
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over the age of 55, but closed in December 2016.  The future of this centre has not yet been determined; 
and 

¶ City of Perth library ς located on the corner of Hay Street and Cathedral Avenue. In addition to typical 
library services, additional community centre functions are available including meeting spaces, a 
dedicated young adult space, and a venue for community events. 

In addition to the above, there are various community and cultural spaces provided by the City, not-for-profit 
agencies, state government authorities and private institutions throughout the Perth city including the following: 

¶ Hellenic Community Centre, Northbridge (not-for-profit) ς offers a playgroup, language and cultural 
classes, and opportunities for volunteering; 

¶ Chung Wah Hall, Northbridge (not-for-profit) ς the Chung Wah Hall can be hired as a venue for events; 

¶ Perth Cultural Centre (State Library, Art Gallery, WA Museum) ς provides meeting places, exhibitions, 
events and activities, including for families and children; 

¶ Tattersalls Bowling Club, East Perth (City of Perth owned); 

¶ Northbridge Piazza City of Perth owned); 

¶ Perth Town Hall ς is available for venue hire, and is suitable for a range of events including concerts, 
weddings and exhibitions; and 

¶ UWA-QEII facilities ς various meeting places, events and community services provided on UWA-QEII 
facilities which are available to the public.  

¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ institutions.  

Figure 18.   

Community infrastructure benchmarking varies due to the diverse range of facilities provided in terms of size and 
use. A review of Australian case studies revealed a typical benchmarking range of one community centre per 
5,000 ς 10,000 residents, depending on the scale of the centre (City of Perth, 2020). Preliminary benchmarking 
based on this range is provided in Table 18.  

Table 18 ς Provision of community centres - benchmarked 

Provision Benchmark ς One community centre per 5,000 residents 
 Existing 2036 

Neighbourhood Population 
2016 

Provision  Population 
(forecast) 

Population  
(target) 

Provision 
surplus/deficit  

Central Perth 5,672 Citiplace Community 
Centre, City of Perth 
Library, Perth Town 

Hall. 

11,915 12,375 Nil 

Northbridge 2,053 Two not-for-profit 
centres, Perth 

Cultural Centre and 
Northbridge Piazza  

3,867 4,125 Nil 

East Perth 7,288 Rod Evans Centre 
(currently closed), 
Tattersalls Bowling 

Club. 

19,466 15,125 - 1-2 
community 

centres. 

Claisebrook 3,938 Nil 5,840 6,875 - 0-1 
community 

centre 
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West Perth 2,858 Nil 3,869 9,625 - 0-1 
community 

centre. 

Crawley-
Nedlands 

5,141 Nil ς (UWA-QEII 
facilities) 

6,770 6,875 0-1 
community 

centre 

 

The analysis above suggests a current need for a community centre in East Perth and possible future need for 
additional centres in Crawley-Nedlands, Claisebrook and West Perth. This preliminary benchmarking should be 
expanded on as part of a future Community Infrastructure Plan by reviewing the suitability of existing centres for 
a broad range of services to canter to meet community needs. Furthermore, the future study should examine 
supplementary community infrastructure and services which are offered by private institutions.  

Figure 18 ς Community Facilities  
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Other community infrastructure 
The following facilities were also examined as part of the Community Infrastructure study: 

¶ Youth centre / space ς there are no youth centres in Perth city. Other local government areas are 
incorporating these spaces into multi-purpose community centres, and this may be an option for the City 
in the future; 

¶ Aquatic Facilities ς there are no aquatic centres located in Perth city and the current resident population 
is below the benchmark (1 centre per 75,000+ residents depending on facility size) for provision of such 
facilities (City of Perth, 2020). bƻǘǿƛǘƘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ 5ŜŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ²!/! ǊŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 
an inner-city public swimming pool. UWA pools are also are available to the public during certain hours. 
Additionally, Beatty Park (North Perth) and Aqualife (Victoria Park) are close to some Perth city 
neighbourhoods; 

¶ Indoor sport and recreation centre ς there are no public indoor sport and recreation centres located in 
Perth city. As with aquatic facilities, the current resident population of Perth city is below the benchmark 
for the provision of these facilities (one centre for every 50,000-100,000 people). IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ 5ŜŀƭΩǎ 
WACA redevelopment proposes publicly accessible sporting facilities in conjunction with the swimming 
pool. Additionally, there may be opportunity for some active recreation provided through community 
centres.  Lords (Subiaco), Loftus Recreation Centre (Leederville), The RISE (Maylands) and Leisurelife 
(Victoria Park) also provide services surrounding the city; 

¶ Skate / BMX park ς there are currently no formal skate/BMX parks in Perth city. The draft Wellington 
{ǉǳŀǊŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ tƭŀƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘΩǎ pump track which can be used for skating and BMX riding. 
The provision benchmark is one for every 25,000-50,000 residents; and 

¶ Playgrounds and park equipment - a 2017 audit found there were nine playgrounds in the city, of which 
four were in East Perth. Six parks have outdoor gym sets (two in Central Perth, one in East Perth, and 
three in Claisebrook), and two parks in the city have outdoor sporting courts (at Claisebrook and Crawley). 
New recreational facilities are also planned as part of the redevelopment of Wellington Square including a 
playing field, tennis courts, basketball courts and playgrounds. Benchmarks for provision of these facilities 
are not well established.  

Health and community services 
Given its important role as a capital city, Perth city has a broad range of health and community care support 
services, including those that cater for vulnerable and disadvantaged groups. Residents may benefit from easy 
access to these regional services. The city is also home to a high number of Aboriginal services and organisations, 
which would see large numbers of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples visiting Perth each day. Table 19 
shows the details of a desktop audit undertaken in 2016, which identified the following health and community 
services in Perth city: 

Table 19 - Provision of health and community services 

Service Number 
Private hospitals 3 

Public hospitals 3 

General practice clinics 20 

Crisis support (including homelessness and youth 
support) services 

18 

Counselling services 28 

Mental health services 35 

Drug and alcohol support services 16 
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Service Number 
Aboriginal health services 4 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ health services 10 

Child health centre 2 

Disability support services 14 

Supported accommodation services for people 
disabilities 

2 

Job seeker support services 9 

1.2.1.3. Public open space 
Perth city has approximately 546.7 hectares of public open space (POS)Σ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ офΦт҈ ƻŦ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ 
land area In this context, public open space is defined as open green areas, owned and/or managed by the City, 
that are primarily used to meet the passive and active recreational needs of city residents, workers and visitors ς 
all while providing a range of environmental, socio-economic and cultural benefits and services.  

In 2018 the City completed an Open Space Study which ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ tŜǊǘƘ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ public open space according to the 
hierarchy shown in Figure 19 (City of Perth, 2018a).  

Figure 19- POS hierarchy categories used for Open Space Study 2018 

 

 

The cityΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ includes parks and gardens (at a city and neighbourhood scale), the river foreshore, 
ōǳǎƘƭŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŦǊŜŜǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ as shown in Table 20.  

Table 20 - Classification of significant POS reservations across the City of Perth 

Open space name Hierarchy Area(ha) Key amenity 

Kings Park 

Central Perth 
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Florence Hummerston Reserve Micro 0.18 Seating 

John Oldham Park Neighbourhood 6.5 Playground, lake 

David Carr Memorial Park Regional 5.7 Lake, dual use path 

Jacobs Ladder Park Micro 0.24 Stairs 

Swan River Foreshore (Brewery to EQ) Regional 2.9 Dual use path 

Narrows Interchange District 6.2 Turf/trees 

Mount Street North Micro 0.13 Turf/trees 

Supreme Court Gardens Capital city 2.96 Lake, seating 

Stirling Gardens Capital city 1  

Council House Gardens Regional 0.56  

Swan River Foreshore  Regional 0.75 Dual use path 

Railway Reserve Perth (Wellington St) Micro 0.19 Seating 

Swan River Foreshore  Regional 3.6 Dual use path 

Kings Park* Capital city 420 Memorial, playground, bushland 

Northbridge 

Russell Square Neighbourhood 2.13 Seating pagoda 

James Street (State Library) Micro 0.01 Playground 

East Perth    

Langley Park Capital City 11.2 Open turf 

Lake Vasto / Ozone Reserve District 6.68 Playground, lakes, turf, shelter 

Point Fraser District 5.5 Seating, foreshore lookout 

Queens Gardens District 3.54 Open grounds, shelter, seating 

Hay Street East Park Micro 0.19 Playground, BBQ, seating 

East Perth Foreshore Regional 1.22 Dual use path, fitness  

Tattersalls Bowling Club Local 0.47 Sport grounds, facilities 

Rod Evans Park Local 0.57 Turf, seating, path network 

Swan River Foreshore Regional 1.7 Dual use path 

Heirisson Island Capital city 32.3 Path network, 

Claisebrook    

Wellington Square District 7.75 Ovals, path network, facilities 

Pioneer Gardens Local 0.34 Seating 

Haig Park Place (South) Micro 0.05 Seating 
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Haig Park Place (North) Micro 0.09 Seating 

Victoria Gardens Neighbourhood 2.58 Shelter, BBQ, furniture 

Old Belvidere Prom Median Local 0.21 Seating 

Henry Lawson Walk Local 0.3 Seating, path network 

Beacon Terrace PAW Micro 0.04 Seating, path network 

Regal Place Plaza Micro 0.07 Seating 

137 Royal Street Micro 0.06 Seating, water feature 

Mardalup Neighbourhood 2.9 Path, playground, courts, BBQ 

Peace Park Neighbourhood 2.3 Path, exercise, BBQ 

Claisebrook Creek Reserve Neighbourhood 1.9 Path, BBQ, playground 

Mardalup Park (Northern Extension) Local 0.36 Dual use path 

Railway Reserve East Perth (GF Fwy) Local 0.47 Dual use path 

West Perth 

Totterdell Park Neighbourhood 0.77 Playground, lake, open turf 

Harold Boas Gardens Neighbourhood 2.0 Playground, open turf, seating 

1326 Hay Street Micro 0.08 Turf and seating 

Frank Baden Powell Park Micro 0.05 Seating 

1333 Hay Street Micro 0.12 Turf and seating 

Murray Thelma Reserve Micro 0.25 Seating 

Crawley-Nedlands 

Swan River Foreshore District 2.16 Path network, seating shelter 

Wingfield Ave PAW Micro 0.1 Seating 

JH Abrahams Park District 5.3 Playground, BBQ, boat ramp 

Total  546.7  

 

In addition to the public open space which is owned and/or managed by the City, there are significant open space 
areas located on land which is managed by the State government and private institutions including:  

¶ Government House Gardens;  

¶ Parliament Precinct; 

¶ Perth Cultural Centre; 

¶ Convention Centre; 

¶ Perth Cultural Centre; 

¶ East Perth Cemeteries; 

¶ QEII Medical Centre; and 

¶ University of Western Australia. 
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There are also numerous open spaces integrated into development on private land which are open to the public. 
Key examples of these spaces include Central Park, Brookfield Place, Raine Square and QV1 Plaza. These have 
been generally established on private land in exchange for bonus plot ratio and are therefore only required to be 
maintained for the life of a development.  

Figure 20 ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƪŜȅ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ 
The plan demonstrates Kings Park provides the majority of the public open space, along with reserves along the 
Swan River foreshore, with pockets located throughout the rest of the City. Figure 20 illustrates 200 ς 400m 
walkable catchments (PedSheds) around each open space according to their hierarchy, in accordance with the 
City of Perth Open Space Study. Capital city, regional, district, neighbourhood and local public open space 
PedSheds have been distinguished from microparks and other open spaces due to differences in their prominence 
and function.  

Figure 20 ς Open space plan 

Perth City has the highest proportion of public open space per resident/worker, compared to Melbourne and 
Sydney (refer to Table 21). It is worth noting that Perth has over twelve times the amount of public space land 
area per resident/worker than Sydney. 
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Table 21 - Amount of POS in three Australian capital cities (City of Perth, 2018a; Colliers 
International, 2019; Forecast.id, 2016) 

City Total land 
area (ha) 

Total 
residents 

Total 
workers 

POS area 
(ha) 

Total 
land 

area (%) 

POS area 
per resident 

(m2) 

POS area per 
resident and 
worker (m2) 

Perth 1,377 26,950 149,009 546.7 40 203 31 

Melbourne 3,770 93,627 360,330 555 15 59 12 

Sydney 2,672 205,3339 437,727 386 15 18 6 

 
Whilst the city has a significant amount of public open space, particularly when compared to other capital cities, 
the distribution of green space is unbalanced ς with large percentages of open space provided in East Perth, 
Claisebrook and Central Perth, and significantly smaller proportions in the remaining neighbourhoods. The 
concentration of POS across each neighbourhood is provided in Table 22. 

East Perth has the highest proportion of POS at 35.6%. Northbridge and West Perth have the lowest 
concentration of POS at 2.5% ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ нΦл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ƎǊŜŜƴ space.  

Table 22 - Concentration of POS by neighbourhood 

 Central 
Perth 

Northbridge East Perth Claisebrook West Perth Crawley-
Nedlands 

Total POS area (ha) 
(City of Perth, 2018a) 

30.91 2.14 63.37 19.42 3.27 7.56 

Total land area (ha) 
(Profile.id, 2021) 

247 85 178 114 133 200 

Population (2016) 5,672 2,053 7,288 3,938 2,858 5,141 

POS concentration (% 
of total land area) 

12.5% 2.5% 35.6% 17% 2.5% 3.8% 

POS per resident (m2) 54.5 10.4 86.9 11.5 11.4 14.7 
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1.3. Economy and employment 

1.3.1. Existing profile and trends 

1.3.1.1. Capital City 
Perth city is ²!Ωǎ capital and primary centre for commercial, civic, cultural, administrative and tourism services. 
This key economic role attracts approximately 205,750 visitors (City of Perth, 2016) and 134,500 workers 
(REMPLAN, 2021) on a typical weekday. 

The City of Perth Act 2016 formally the economic, social, cultural and civic role that the Perth city plays as the 
capital of WA. The Act promotes the continued growth of the city to ensure its continued role as a thriving centre 
of business with vibrant cultural and entertainment precincts, having due regard to the flow-on impact on the 
Perth metropolitan area. 

The majority of land within Perth city is identified as part of the ΨPerth Capital CƛǘȅΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ {ǘŀǘe 
Planning Policy 4.2 (SPP 4.2), which is the highest-order centre for the Perth and Peel region. The areas identified 
as ΨtŜǊǘƘ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ /ƛǘȅΩ include Central Perth, West Perth, Northbridge and East Perth. The UWA-QEII precinct is 
ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜƭȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎŜŘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΩ ǳƴŘŜǊ State Planning Policy 4.2. 

State Planning Policy 4.2 identifies general characteristics for Perth Capital City, however, unlike other activity 
centre hierarchies, no specific performance targets are prescribed. The general characteristics of the Perth Capital 
City activity centre are summarised in Table 23.  

Table 23 - SPP 4.2 Perth Capital City activity centre characteristics 

Characteristic category Description 

Main role/function Perth Capital City is the largest of the activity centres, providing the most intensely 
concentrated development in the region. It has the greatest range of high order 
services and jobs, and the largest commercial component of any activity centre.  

Transport connectivity 
and accessibility 

Focus of regional road and rail infrastructure as well as radial bus network. 

Typical retail types ¶ Department store/s. 

¶ Discount department stores. 

¶ Supermarkets. 

¶ Full range of speciality shops. 

Typical office 
development 

¶ Major offices. 

¶ Commonwealth and state government agencies. 

Future indicative service 
population (trade) area 

Greater metropolitan region. 

 

¢ƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜǎ ŀƴ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ϷуоΦн billion in Gross State Product (GSP) which represents 22% of 
GSP generated in Greater Perth and 15% of GSP generated in Western Australia Australian Bureau of Statistics 
2016, 2017, 2019). tŜǊǘƘ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ DǊƻǎǎ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tǊƻŘǳŎǘ όDwtύ ƎǊŜǿ ōȅ пΦр% each year between 2009 and 2015. 
This was largely due to the significant contributions of the three strongest sectors ς mining, professional, scientific 
and technical services, and finance (Colliers International, 2019). However, the dominance of these sectors had 
also in relatively low economic diversity. Recent economic growth in emerging tourism, education and food and 
beverage markets suggests potential for a more diversified local economy.  

1.3.1.2. Hierarchy of activity 
Whilst a mix of land uses are broadly promoted across the city, there areas with a specific economic focus. These 
are summarised in Table 24. 
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Table 24 - Perth city hierarchy of activity 

Activity Focus Areas Role 

Primary Office (Central Perth) The primary focus for office uses as the centre of commerce and 
administration for Greater Perth and the State.  

Primary Retail (Central Perth) The primary focus for retail uses for Greater Perth along with other 
uses such as food and beverage, entertainment and cultural uses 
which provide for day time, night time and weekend activity. 

Primary Entertainment (Northbridge) The primary focus for entertainment, cultural and creative uses for 
Greater Perth, along with a wide range of retail, food and beverage 
and cultural uses. 
 

Secondary Office (West Perth) ²ƛƭƭ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎΦ 
 

UWA-QEII Specialised Centre (Crawley-
Nedlands) 

The focus for regionally significant economic and institutional 
activities as well as knowledge based industries supporting both 
health and tertiary education activities. 

Neighbourhood Centres: 

¶ Royal Street (Claisebrook) 

¶ Hay Street East (East Perth) 

¶ Hay Street West (West Perth) 

¶ Broadway (Crawley-Nedlands) 

¶ Hampden Road (Crawley-
Nedlands) 

Provide for a range of goods and services to support the 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘΩǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ 

 

1.3.1.3. Employment Land use 
Over half (53%) of the total land area within Perth city is reserved (including crown leases such as UWA, the Old 
Swan Brewery and Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre). A further 18% of the land is reserved for 
transportation. This results in a remaining 29% of total land area within the city dedicated to a mix of land uses. 
The primary land uses are illustrated in Figure 21. 
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Figure 21 - Perth city primary land use breakdown (Intermethod, 2018) 

 

Land-use density and intensity differs significantly across Perth city, with the highest concentration of commercial 
activity within the Central Perth (west), West Perth and Northbridge. Nedlands has the lowest, with only 2.0% of 
its floorspace used for commercial activity.  

Education and medical is an important land use in Crawley-Nedlands. Education accounts for 44% of land use 
within Crawley, and hospital/medical accounts for 36% of total land use within Nedlands (Profile.id, 2016). 

There is limited industrial activity within Perth city, accounting for less than 1.0% of its floorspace. Almost all the 
ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ activity is concentrated in Claisebrook, which was historical use of land was predominately 
industrial prior to redevelopment. 

Office floorspace 
Perth city contains approximately 2.3 million sqm of office floorspace which represents approximately 45% of the 
total office stock within Greater Perth. It is the most dominant activity across Perth city measured by floorspace 
and occupies an average of 2.9sqm of office space per sqm of land (Colliers International, 2019). The majority of 
tŜǊǘƘ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƭƻƻǊǎǇŀŎŜ όмΦп Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǎqm) is located within the CBD Core, which is the area bounded by Hay 
Street, Barrack Street, Mounts Bay Road and the Mitchell Freeway (refer to Table 25 and  

Figure 22). 

Table 25 - Existing office floorspace by neighbourhood (Colliers International, 2019) 

Neighbourhood Occupied Stock (m2) Proportion of Total 

Central Perth 1,431,548 62% 

Northbridge 170,329 7% 

East Perth 139,828 6% 

Claisebrook 93,227 4% 

West Perth 428,985 19% 

33%

18%
10%

8%

6.20%

6%

14%

4.80%

Office Residential Medical/Health Utilities Retail Entertainment Vacant Other
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Crawley-Nedlands 45,849 2% 

 

Figure 22 ς Office floorspace distribution across Perth city (Colliers International, 2019) 

 

Most of the large-scale office development (predominately occupied by the mining and resource sector) is 
focused along St Georges Terrace between Mitchell Freeway and Barrack Street. Development in recent years has 
intensified office development to the western end of St Georges Terrace. A gradual shift towards the north and 
south of St Georges Terrace is also occurring, which will be strengthened by Elizabeth Quay and Perth City Link. 
The redevelopment of 140 William Street and Raine Square will create a strong continuous north-south link along 
William Street.  

Secondary office precincts exist within East Perth and West Perth. East Perth has traditionally been occupied by 
State Government tenants, embassies and law-related firms. West Perth is home to many junior mining 
companies and other professional services (Colliers International, 2019). 

Office vacancy 
Whilst workforce numbers across all industries have steadily increased within Perth city, the change in economic 
climate, due to the end of the mining boom, has seen a significant workforce reduction in the resource sector and 
its supporting industries ς which has had flow-on effect to office space demands in the city. This weaker demand 
for office space has coincided with the end of a decade-long period of office development, which saw over 
800,000sqm of office floorspace developed across WA (Y Research, 2016). Because of lower demand and new 
supply, vacancy rates in the city reached 22.5% in early 2017. Between 2017-2018, office vacancy rates somewhat 
improved to 19.84% (Savills, 2018). However it is anticipated that vacancy rates have increased since Covid-19. 
Based on existing high-vacancy rates in Perth city, and the softer economic conditions, it is likely that supply will 
be constrained in the medium to longer term (Colliers International, 2019). 

The amount of vacant office space estimated across each neighbourhood as at 2018 is outlined in Table 26.  
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Table 26 Office vacancy by neighbourhood 

Neighbourhood Vacant Office Stock (m2) Proportion of Total 
Neighbourhood Office Stock 

Central Perth 330,171 23% 

Northbridge 42,051 25% 

East Perth 18,302 13% 

Claisebrook 23,016 25% 

West Perth 71,479 17% 

Crawley-Nedlands 11,319 25% 

 

The current oversupply of floorspace creates an opportunity for new businesses from a wide range of sectors to 
re-locate to the city. However, the grade of a building, and its location, has a significant impact on demand. Based 
on a demand and supply analysis undertaken by Colliers International, secondary grade building (which combine 
B, C and D grades) vacancy levels are likely to remain high. Whilst the vacancy rate for premium office space 
(mostly located in the CBD) was only 4.1% in 2018 όǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ Wǳƭȅ нлмпύΣ ƘƛƎƘ ǾŀŎŀƴŎȅ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŦƻǊ 
the secondary office stock are a major concern. Because C and D grade buildings (representing 73.4% of building 
stock) are generally situated outside of the CBD core, they remain a less popular option (Colliers International, 
2019).  

The high vacancy rates and falling rents have encouraged an increase in refurbishments, in an effort to attract 
tenants. This is particularly relevant to C and D grade office buildings, where improvements to office space quality 
is becoming necessary to attract tenants.   

Office decentralisation 
hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ tŜǊǘƘ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŘŜŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƛǎŜŘ. Despite supplying 45% of 
DǊŜŀǘŜǊ tŜǊǘƘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƭƻƻǊǎǇŀŎŜΣ tŜǊǘƘ Ŏƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
Australian cities such as Sydney (61%), Melbourne (60%) and Brisbane (56%) (Colliers International, 2019). This is 
partly because of a shortage of office stock within the city over the last decade, as well as State Government 
initiatives that have encouraged office development within metropolitan centres such as Joondalup and 
Fremantle (Colliers International, 2019). Despite the recent challenges within the Perth city office market, large-
scale decentralisation of office activity in Perth city is unlikely ς due to the ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ, 
increasingly competitive rent, amenities, and proximity to key international firms and service providers.  

Retail floorspace 
As at 2018, Perth city accommodated 353,086 sqm of retail floorspace. Over half of this total was located in 
Central Perth, 14% in Northbridge and 12.6% in West Perth. 
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Figure 23 - Existing retail floorspace by neighbourhood 

 

A 2018 study investigated retail activity across Perth city (Y Research, 2018). To understand retail trends, the 
analysis broke down retail markets in to three sub-regions: 

 The core sub-region. The core sub-region covers the Hay and Murray Street malls and includes all 
retailers within the area between William and Barrack Streets and Wellington Street and St Georges 
Terrace; 

 The secondary sub-region covers the area of the Perth city from William Street west to Milligan 
Street, south of St Georges Terrace to the Swan River, east of Barrack Street to Victoria Avenue and 
north of Wellington Street to Aberdeen Street in Northbridge; and 

 The fringe sub-region covers the rest of the city, including all of Crawley, East Perth, Nedlands and 
West Perth.  

There are 400 retailers are located in the core sub-region (within the Central Perth neighbourhood). These 
retailers occupied approximately 125,172 sqm, or 35.5%, of occupied retail space within the Perth city (refer to 
Figure 24). Major properties located in the core sub region include the Hay and Murray Street Malls, Carillion City, 
Forrest Chase, ENEX 100 and the Piccadilly, Plaza and Trinity Arcades. 

The secondary sub-region was the smallest market, despite having the highest number of retailers ς at 766. These 
retailers occupied approximately 110,520 sqm (31.4%) of occupied space. Major properties located in the 
secondary sub-region include Wesley Quarter, King Street, Equus, The State Building, Brookfield Place, James 
Street Northbridge, Allendale Square, Elizabeth Quay and Chinatown in Northbridge (refer to Figure 24).  

The fringe sub-region is the second largest market, with 700 retailers equating to approximately 116,492 sqm 
(33%) ƻŦ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅΣ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŀǎ Ψƻǳǘ-of-ǘƻǿƴΩ ǎǳōǳǊōǎ 
centres ς such as Watertown, City West, Royal Street in East Perth and Broadway Shopping Centre. 
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Figure 24 ς Count of retailers and floorspace by sub-region (Y Research, 2018) 

 

In total, 756 (40.5%) of retailers operate from a shopping complex within the city ς with 59.5% of retailers 
operating from main street properties.  

Of the 1,866 retailers operating within Perth city, 62.1% (1,160) of retailers are independent retailers with one or 
two stores, largely operating only in the city. The remaining 37.9% of retailers are part of a chain of stores.  

The retail-uses shown in Figure 25 are the 15 most common currently operating within the city (by ANZSIC code): 

Figure 25 - Count of Retailers by ANZSIC Code 

 

Figure 26 highlights the retail-uses currently occupying the highest amount of retail space across the Perth city.
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Figure 26 - Retailers by retail floorspace (Y Research, 2018) 

 

The retail vacancy rate across the city stood at 12.8% in February 2020, up from 11.3% in February 2019 (refer to 
Figure 27).  

Figure 27 ς Retail vacancy rates by neighbourhood (REMPLAN, 2020) 

 

Across the Perth city retail markets there is a wide variety of market rents. Most tenants are paying around 
$3,500 per sqm in the CBD (within Central Perth neighbourhood). This is double the rent for specialty retailers in 
tŜǊǘƘΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ and sub-regional centres, who pay between $1,100ς$2,000 per sqm. Rents in the CBD 
outside of the malls and Barrack and William Streets are nearly 75% cheaper than the main malls (refer to Figure 
28). 
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Figure 28 - Retail rents by property type per annum (Y Research, 2018) 

 

Entertainment, recreation and cultural floorspace 
The distribution and nature of entertainment and recreation uses varies across Perth city neighbourhoods. 
However, the presence of daytime and evening destinations is evident across all neighbourhoods, contributing to 
the vibrancy of Perth city as the major entertainment destination within the Greater Perth region. There was over 
360,000sqm of entertainment, recreation and cultural floorspace across Perth city as at 2015 (Colliers 
International, 2019). The breakdown of this floorspace is shown in Table 27 and on Figure 29). 

Table 27 ς Existing entertainment, recreation and cultural floorspace by neighbourhood (Colliers 
International, 2019) 

Neighbourhood Entertainment/recreation/ 
cultural floorspace (m2) 

Proportion 
of Total 

Central Perth 193,602 53.5% 

Northbridge 104,439 28.8% 

East Perth 13,419 3.7% 

Claisebrook 4,872 1.3% 

West Perth 12,580 3.5% 

Crawley-Nedlands 16,288 4.5% 

Total 362,190 100% 

 

Unsurprisingly, Central Perth and Northbridge account for the largest amount of floorspace (over 80%). According 
ǘƻ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ ²!ΩǎΥ tŜǊǘƘ 9ƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ tǊŜŎƛƴŎǘǎΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ tŜǊǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ 
Perth region, closely followed by Fremantle and bƻǊǘƘōǊƛŘƎŜΦ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ tŜǊǘƘΩs key attractors included its retail and 
food and beverage mix, with 53% of respondents having visited the city to shop or eat (Tourism WA, 2017). The 
distribution of entertainment and hospitality is fairly evenly distributed throughout Central Perth and 
Northbridge, with higher concentrations in the west of Central Perth and concentrations of activity along St 
Georges Terrace and Hay Street.  

Generally, the concentration of entertainment and hospitality relates to the density of employment and housing. 
For this reason, there are fewer entertainment, recreation and hospitality destinations in West Perth, Crawley-
Nedlands and Claisebrook, and they tend to be clustered along main streets within the neighbourhood centres 
(and largely service the local worker and resident population).  
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Figure 29 - Entertainment, recreational, cultural floorspace distribution in Perth city (Colliers 
International, 2019) 

 

Health, education and community service floorspace 
Due to its central location, Perth city has always been home to a range of medical, research, education and 
community service establishments.These services are an important component of the community infrastructure 
of a city, and support its resident and worker population. Aǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
and activities become increasingly important.  

Crawley-Nedlands has significant areas dedicated to health, education and research ς including Queen Elizabeth II 
Medical Centre (QEII) and UWA. These institutions form part of a ΨǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎŜŘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΩ ς as defined by State 
Planning Policy 4.2 Activity Centres ς and significantly affect the land-use characteristic of the neighbourhood. 

QEIIMC is the major employment centre within Nedlands ς with its 28-hectare medical centre (which includes Sir 
Charles Gairdner Hospital) employing over 5,500 staff and treating over 420,000 patients a year (North 
Metropolitan Health Service, 2021). According to the City Centres Analysis, QEII brings around 25,000 students, 
workers and visitors to Crawley-Nedlands each day.  

{ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅΣ /ǊŀǿƭŜȅΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ-use diversity is dominated by a single major land use because of UWA. The university 
employs, on average, 4,700 academic and administrative staff and has around 26,000 enrolled students each 
year. Additionally, the recent City Deal will see the additional campuses situated within the city including: 

¶ A new Edith Cowan University Cultural and Creative Industries Education CBD Campus which will bring 
together programs in technology, industry and creativity, including the WA Academy of Performing Arts, 
the school of Business and Law and an advanced technology and cyber security centre; 

¶ The Murdoch University's Vertical Inner-City Campus focusing on digital innovation in delivering business, 
law and information technology disciplines, including an industry partnership with CISCO and an e-sports 
academy; and 

¶ Investment in the Curtin University's Historical Heart Cluster, including the expansion of the Graduate 
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School of Business and Law School and the creation of a healthcare and clinical training facility. 

Royal Perth Hospital precinct is a major health precinct located in the north-east corner of Central Perth which 
includes a 450-bed hospital and the major trauma centre of Western Australia. Central Perth also accommodates 
Mount Hospital which is a 224 bed private facility located on Mounts Bay Road to the west of Mitchel Freeway.  

It is estimated that there will be a demand for an additional 67,000sqm of floor space for health and research land 
uses across Perth city by 2038 (Colliers International, 2019). The majority of this floorspace would be required in 
Central Perth, East Perth and Northbridge,  

The breakdown of health, education and community service floorspace by neighbourhood, as at 2015, is outlined 
in Table 28.  

Table 28 - Health, education and community service floorspace by neighbourhood 

Neighbourhood Entertainment/recreation/ 
cultural floorspace (m2) 

Proportion 
of Total 

Central Perth 193,602 53.5% 

Northbridge 104,439 28.8% 

East Perth 13,419 3.7% 

Claisebrook 4,872 1.3% 

West Perth 12,580 3.5% 

Crawley-Nedlands 16,288 4.5% 

Total 362,190 100% 

 

1.3.1.4. Economic diversity 
The mining, financial and professional services sectors have sustained high wages and employment growth over 
the past two decades. However, overall, Perth city has relatively low economic diversity. It is ranked in the 52nd 
percentile of Australian local governments for economic diversification, which is lower than Adelaide (32nd 
percentile), Darwin (39th percentile), Melbourne (43rd percentile) and Sydney (46th percentile) (Hatchman and 
Regional Australia Institute, 2016) The path to diversity takes time, and will require consistent and ongoing effort 
in this area. Figure 30 highlights prominent industry sectors in Perth city.
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Figure 30 - Perth city industry output (June 2019) (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2019 and REMPLAN, 
2020) 

 

As the WA economy transitions away from its reliance on the resources sector, several industries have begun to 
emerge as major Perth city office occupiers. Recently, improved affordability has seen an increase in the amount 
of city office space occupied by education, technology, shared work spaces and medical companies. In 2012, 
these sectors occupied 4.6% of city office space, and in early 2017, this increased to 7.3% (Pracsys, 2017). 

In 2017, the City undertook an Economic Future Scenario Analysis to instigate likely trends industry sectors and 
job creation. The study recommended that growth of the following sectors should be prioritised: 

¶ Tourism and Food and Beverage; 

¶ Education (international); 

¶ Medical Health and Life Sciences primarily around UWA-QEII specialist activity centre and Royal Perth 
Hospital; and 

¶ Community Services. 

Economic diversity will continue to be important as the city grows. A diverse economy will ensure the city remains 
resilient ς not relying on one industry alone but leveraging from a mix of industries, human capital and 
competitive advantage (Pracsys, 2017). 

1.3.1.5. Employment 
According to data from REMPLAN, ƛǘΩǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ approximately 150,000 jobs in Perth city in 2016. 
Professional, scientific and technical services dominate the employment market, with a 21.4% share of jobs in the 
local economy. Public administration, health and mining sectors each contribute to more than 10% of the Perth 
city workforce. These reflect the presence of major educational and health facilities as well as professional, 
mining and government offices (refer to Figure 31). 
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Figure 31 - Perth city workforce breakdown (REMPLAN, 2016) 

 

The greatest employment intensity in Perth city is within Central Perth (56%) and, more specifically, the CBD 
(refer to Figure 32). West Perth is the neighbourhood with the second largest number of employees, of which 
40% are employed in the professional services sector. 
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Figure 32 - Place of work by neighbourhood 

 

A large proportion of Perth city workers live in other parts of Greater Perth, and commute in to the city daily. This 
demonstrates the level of importance businesses place on being located in Perth city, as well as their need for 
Perth city to remain highly accessible to workers. 

The three dominant occupations within the city are professionals, clerical/administration workers and managers 
(refer to Table 29). These three professions account for almost 75% of the 150,000 workers within the city ς and 
also make up 60% of the jobs held by Perth city residents. Comparatively, these three professions combine to 
total less than 50% of jobs available in the Greater Perth area. 

Table 29 - Perth city workforce occupations (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016)  
Work and live in Perth city Work in Perth city and live 

elsewhere 

Occupation  Jobs % Jobs % 

Managers 931 16.0 21,164 14.7 

Professionals 2,395 41.2 55,326 38.5 

Technicians and Trades Workers 394 6.8 11,242 7.8 

Community and Personal Service 
Workers 

637 11.0 9,396 6.5 

Clerical and Administrative Workers 778 13.4 30,489 21.2 

Sales Workers 276 4.7 6,425 4.5 
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Machinery Operators and Drivers 25 0.4 2,292 1.6 

Labourers 336 5.8 5,745 4.0 

Not stated or inadequately described 37 0.6 1,588 1.1 

 

Of all Perth city residents over the age of 15, a total of 5,791 (23.2%) also work within the city (Australian Bureau 
of Statistics, 2016). This accounts for 3.9% of the entire Perth city workforce, reinforcing that a significant amount 
of the workforce travel from other local government areas, as demonstrated in Table 29. 

Employment trends 
As at March 2018, the unemployment rate among Perth city residents was 4.6%, which is lower than the WA 
average (6.9%) but higher than the City of Sydney (3.9%) and inner-Melbourne (3.9%) (REMPLAN, 2018).  

The availability of a highly skilled and educated workforce enables organisations to respond to changing 
environments, address challenges and pursue commercial opportunities. Conversely, a lack of access to 
appropriate human capital can constrain the growth of local enterprises and discourage new business creation. 
The availability of high-quality workforce, combined with economic cycles, impacts employment and business 
sector trends. 

²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƛƴ tŜǊǘƘ Ŏƛǘȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ²!Σ tŜǊǘƘ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 
employment levels and density of jobs is lower than the City of Sydney and Inner Brisbane, but greater than the 
Cities of Melbourne and Adelaide (Colliers International, 2019). Improving the appeal of Perth city to existing and 
prospective workers ς in combination with the provision of more housing options and greater amenity ς will 
encourage more people to both live and work within Perth city. 

1.3.1.6. City vibrancy and performance 

Activity centres 
Although the majority of Perth city ƛǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨtŜǊǘƘ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ /ƛǘȅΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ under State Planning 
Policy 4.2, several smaller centres have emerged within the city which generally service their surrounding 
neighbourhood context. The City has examined the existing performance and future roles of these centres 
through two key studies ς Perth City Centres Analysis (Intermethod, 2018) and Neighbourhood Activity Centres 
Analysis (Pracsys, 2020).  

Perth City Centres Analysis 
The Perth City Centres Analysis (2018) assessed the strengths and weaknesses of nine existing and emerging 
centres to measure performance across the following themes - economic, built form, social, movement and 
accessibility and environmental. These performance indicators for each neighbourhood are illustrated in Figure 
33. 
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Figure 33 - Perth City Centres evaluation framework for activity centres 
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The analysis confirms that while some centres had clear strengths, particularly against built form and 
environmental indicators, they lacked optimal activation and generally scored poorly across economic and social 
indicators. The study highlights key issues and strategic directions for each neighbourhood centre which are 
summarised in Table 30.  

Table 30 - Perth City Centres Analysis summary 

Area of 
Activity 

Key Issues Key Strategic Directions 

Hay St West ¶ Lack of cohesion and design quality. 

¶ Limited land use mix and night time 
economy - ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ 
vulnerability to economic downturns. 

¶ A lack of family orientated facilities 
impacts negatively upon an otherwise 
appealing location.  

¶ Retain and promote fine-grain building 
typologies, and encourage increased 
land use diversity. 

¶ Improve connections to the CBD, 
Parliament and Kings Park. 

¶ Encourage family supportive facilities 
to increase residential appeal. 

¶ Consider interim uses to activate 
commercial vacancies. 

Hamilton 
and 
Watertown 

¶ Physically severed from the CBD and 
Northbridge. 

¶ Street environment is unattractive for 
pedestrians and cyclists. 

¶ Limited land use mix and night time 
economy. 

¶ Maintain bulky-goods function until a 
comprehensive redevelopment is 
viable. 

¶ Redevelopment should improve 
pedestrian and cycling connection, 
particularly to City West station. 

¶ Consider interim uses to activate 
commercial vacancies. 
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Area of 
Activity 

Key Issues Key Strategic Directions 

CBD ¶ Excessive vehicle traffic adversely 
impacts pedestrians and cycling 
connectivity. 

¶ Activity cycles according to business 
hours. 

¶ Large floorplate developments limit 
fine grain activity.  

¶ Emphasise strategic Capital City role 
while increasing the residential 
population and night time economy. 

¶ Encourage interim uses to activate 
vacant ground floor tenancies. 

¶ Encourage adaptive reuse of historic 
building stock. 

¶ Improve north-south pedestrian links 
and street activation, particularly 
between City Link and Elizabeth Quay. 

¶ Activate the ground plane of large 
floorplate buildings. 

¶ Promote cycling. 

Northbridge 
Cultural 

¶ Perception of poor safety especially at 
night. 

¶ Limited urban green space and 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΦ 

¶ Limited daytime activation. 

¶ Heavily trafficked roads adversely 
impact pedestrians and are poorly 
activated. 

¶ Maintain strong cultural and 
entertainment functions and minimise 
land use conflict with new residents. 

¶ Retain and promote a diverse fine 
grain business ecosystem; particularly 
the historic strip shops.  

¶ Promote cycling and connectivity to 
Perth station. 

¶ Introduce urban greenery to increase 
shading and improve amenity. 

Hay Street 
East 

¶ Limited community amenity such as 
supermarkets and medical services.  

¶ Disruptive one-way Hay St traffic. 

¶ Underutilised historic heritage 
structures. 

¶ Celebrating the historic buildings 
through adaptive reuse. 

¶ Encourage community amenity to 
support a growing population. 

¶ Make Hay St two-way or narrow the 
lanes further. 

¶ Improve access to McIver station. 

Royal St ¶ Limited intensity and evening 
economy. 

¶ Breadth of catchment is limited due to 
severance (railway, freeway and river).  

¶ Lack of community facilities despite 
residential population. 

¶ Poor connection to Claisebrook Cove 
and Claisebrook Station. 

¶ Encourage community infrastructure 
to support the residential population. 

¶ Encourage the redevelopment of the 
large Government owned properties. 

¶ Improve legibility and wayfinding. 

¶ Expand role of Perth City Farm. 

Sporting 
East 

¶ Limited land use diversity. Lacks 
activity outside of major events. 

¶ Large underdeveloped land parcels 
have great redevelopment potential. 

¶ Relatively poor public transport 
connectivity, particularly north-south. 

¶ Uncertain redevelopment timeframe 
for Waterbank. 

¶ Redevelopment should capitalise upon 
the clustering of sporting activities and 
proximity to river. 

¶ Use large land parcels for community 
infrastructure e.g. public schools. 

¶ Enhance public transport to reduce 
reliance on surface car parking. 

¶ Further increase urban greenery. 

Hampden 
Rd 

¶ Narrow footpaths cause crowding 

¶ Poor connectivity to the QEII precinct. 

¶ Partner with the City of Nedlands, 
local businesses and QEII hospital to 
develop a joint vision for the strip. 



 

54 

Area of 
Activity 

Key Issues Key Strategic Directions 

¶ Lack of coordinated urban design and 
low street tree cover. 

¶ Shared management with City of 
Nedlands.  

¶ Improve pedestrian and cycling 
connectivity to the medical precinct 
through Broadway and beyond to the 
PSP along the Swan River. 

Broadway ¶ Low land use diversity and intensity.  

¶ Minimal active street frontages with 
most businesses concentrated in the 
Broadway Fair shopping centre. 

¶ Numerous strata developments limit 
redevelopment opportunities. 

¶ Shared management with City of 
Nedlands. 

¶ Partner with City of Nedlands, local 
businesses and the UWA to develop a 
clear, joint vision for the strip. 

¶ Improve pedestrian and cycling 
connectivity to the Swan River through 
Hampden Rd to the medical precinct. 

 

Neighbourhood Activity Centres Analysis 
The Neighbourhood Activity Centres Analysis 2020 examined the performance of ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƛȄ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ 
activity centres and provided recommendations for how these centres could support the economic development, 
population growth, retail viability and enhanced liveability. The study identified floorspace gaps (current and 
future) for priority land uses and identified the key issues impacting the performance of each centre. These 
findings are summarised in Figure 31.  

Table 31 - Neighbourhood Activity Centres Analysis 2020 - Summary 

Neighbourhood 
Activity Centre 

Key Issues 

Central Perth 
Retail Core 

¶ Access is a strength, as it is the public transport core for Greater Perth. Most 
origin points are well located around the retail core. However, the eastern end of 
the core is less connected to the primary origins (EQ and Perth Station). 

¶ Missed activation opportunities at key exposure points. These should be 
occupied by high-turnover retail or food and beverage. 

¶ Dilution of activity due to excessive passages between Hay and Murray St malls.  

¶ Under-activated at night and on weekends ς low sense of safety. 

¶ Numerous anchors but limited activation and wayfinding between them. 

¶ Benchmarked land use gaps: 

Land Use Supermarket Specialty 
retail 

Office Health-
Education 

Entertainment 

Benchmark 
Gap (sqm) 

0 1,063 2,658 530 1,696 

 

Hay Street West 
Perth 

¶ Limited access from the outside of the city and movement on Hay St is restricted 
due to one-way traffic. 

¶ Limited connectivity between the centre and key origin points or visitor anchors 
(City West train station, Parliament House, Kings Park). 

¶ Most workers drive to West Perth, limiting pedestrian traffic. 

¶ Nighttime activity is limited and dispersed. 

¶ No clear anchor within the centre. 

¶ Critical mass of residents and workers are not in close proximity to the centre. 

Land Use Supermarket Specialty 
retail 

Office Health-
Education 

Entertainment 

Benchmark 
Gap (sqm) 

863 355 655 212 1,740 
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Neighbourhood 
Activity Centre 

Key Issues 

Hay Street East 
Perth 

¶ There is limited public transport access to the neighbourhood centre and 

movement on Hay Street is limited due to one-way traffic.  

¶ Limited connectivity between the centre and key origin points or visitor anchors 

(CBD core, WACA, Gloucester Park, Optus Stadium). 

¶ Dominance of vehicle traffic limits pedestrian activity.  

¶ Lack of continuous active frontages and key corner sites are poorly activated. 

¶ No clear anchor within the centre. 

¶ Limited links to surrounding public open spaces. 

¶ Benchmarked land use gaps: 
Land Use Supermarket Specialty 

retail 
Office Health-

Education 
Entertainment 

Benchmark 
Gap (sqm) 

1,216 2,097 1,387 1,803 2,169 

 

Northbridge ¶ No defined neighbourhood centre. 

¶ Somewhat separated from public transport connections but close to Perth and 

McIver station.  

¶ Lack of activation between Stirling Street area and entertainment precinct. 

¶ No clear anchor. 

¶ Limited public open spaces in Northbridge-east. 

¶ Benchmarked land use gaps: 
Land Use Supermarket Specialty 

retail 
Office Health-

Education 
Entertainment 

Benchmark 
Gap (sqm) 

0 352 949 293 614 

 

Royal Street 
Claisebrook 

¶ Limited public transport access, with most users accessing the Neighbourhood 

via the Central Perth. 

¶ Limited connectivity with surrounding train stations, river foreshore and Optus 

Stadium. 

¶ Parking for workers is separated from the centre which limits pedestrian activity. 

¶ Limited activation of the intersection of Plain St and Royal St. 

¶ Claisebrook Cove is an anchor, creating good activation for operators facing the 

water. However, there remains limited connection to the Royal St area. 

¶ The main employment anchors are State government employment and the TAFE 

campus, both of which are not well linked to the Royal St Centre. 

¶ Benchmarked land use gaps: 
Land Use Supermarket Specialty 

retail 
Office Health-

Education 
Entertainment 

Benchmark 
Gap (sqm) 

618 1,262 496 840 2,069 

 

Crawley-Nedlands 
(Broadway and 
Hampden Rd) 

¶ There is limited public transport servicing the Broadway neighbourhood centre. 

¶ Traffic between UWA and Broadway is diluted due to multiple access options. 

These routes are poorly activated.  

¶ Limited wayfinding between Hampden Rd centre and surrounding anchors. 

¶ Hampden Rd centre has no clear anchor. 

¶ Benchmarked land use gaps: 
Land Use Supermarket Specialty 

retail 
Office Health-

Education 
Entertainment 
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Neighbourhood 
Activity Centre 

Key Issues 

Benchmark 
Gap (sqm) 

549 1,612 1,703 751 2,849 

 

 

hǾŜǊŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ do not attract sufficient pedestrian traffic to 
achieve optimal activation. This is generally due to low population concentrates, a dilution of active frontages, a 
lack of key anchors and land use gaps. Cyclical activation was also identified as an issue with many centres lacking 
activation at night and on weekends, while other areas such as Northbridge achieved low daytime activation.  

The study suggests a range of planning and non-planning actions to improved activity centre performance. Key 
recommended actions for the city as a whole include:  

¶ Support accelerated population growth to 90,000 by 2050. 

¶ Establishing a coordinated vision over each neighbourhood centre.  

¶ Change of use exemptions and development incentives for key land use gaps. 

¶ Improved connectivity and wayfinding. 

¶ Public realm projects to support desired activation in key areas. 

¶ Free alfresco dining in key areas. 

¶ Regular data monitoring to respond to changes in activity.  

Movement and Place 
In 2017 the City engaged Intermethod undertake a Movement and Place Assessment of Perth city streets to 
evaluate their roles in terms of movement and place. The movement and place approach was conceived in 2001 
in Europe and has been used in various cities in the United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand and China.  It 
recognises that streets perform two functions: movement of people and goods, and places which are destinations 
in their own right.  

As a city grows, the demand for space and potential for conflict increases. An integrated approach to transport 
and urban planning is required to resolve any competition between the priorities of movement and place 
(Intermethod, 2017).  The assessment assists with setting street design principles for the public realm and the 
interface with the private realm, and evaluating performance of the streets and network, and addressing 
conflicts. 

The Movement and Place Assessment undertaken for the City established a baseline vibrancy pattern for Perth 
city, acknowledging that the vibrancy of a place is not just determined by land use, but is also influenced by 
pedestrian volumes, on-street activities and active building frontages.  

The Assessment found that many streets are not well activated and daytime activation in most neighbourhoods 
drops significantly on the weekend. Central Perth (east) and West Perth experience the greatest fall in activity on 
the weekend ςlikely due to the loss of the worker population and their associated Monday-Friday activity. 

Northbridge and Central Perth (west) have proven night-time economies and experience the highest levels of 
activation in the evenings during the week and on weekends. This is mainly driven by the food and beverage offer 
within these areas. Other neighbourhoods have significantly lower levels of activation at night-time, signifying the 
dominance of commercial and residential land uses in those areas. Overall, Northbridge and Central Perth (west) 
show the most consistent levels of activity, with all other neighbourhoods lagging behind. 

The assessment recognises that there are many factors that impact on vibrancy including some that can be 
influenced by the planning framework, such as land uses, development intensity and building design. But other 
such as physical road and footpath conditions, speed limits, pedestrian and cycling facilities, landscaping and 
legislation and policies relating to outdoor dining, licensing and events. An integrated approach to creating 
vibrancy in city streets will be essential. 
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1.3.1.7. Hotels and Short Stay Accommodation supply 
wŜŎŜƴǘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ tŜǊǘƘ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǎƘƻǊǘŦŀƭƭǎ ƛƴ ƘƻǘŜƭ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ς 
with approximately 3,000 new hotel rooms delivered in the city since 2012 (when the City introduced 
development incentives for hotels and other forms of short-term accommodation).  

However, hotel occupancy rates fell in 2016 and early 2017, with demand failing to keep pace with additional 
accommodation supply. The hotel industry has been impacted further by Covid ς 19 with hotel occupancy down 
by 33% in June 2020 compared to the same period the previous year (Tourism WA. 2020). 

1.3.1.8. Proposed Northbridge Special Entertainment Precinct 
Northbridge plays a significant economic and cultural role with its concentration of entertainment venues as well 
as cultural facilities. Collectively, this blend of land uses has created the largest cultural and entertainment 
precinct in WA.  

An economic analysis of the proposed Northbridge Special Entertainment Precinct undertaken by Lucid 
Economics in 2018 on behalf of Tourism WA, demonstrated that the value of tourism generated within the 
precinct equated to $174 million in Gross State Product and approximately 1,600 jobs (both directly and 
indirectly).  It is estimated that in 2017 the precinct attracted approximately 916,000 visitors.   

The City has been working with the State Government to ensure the protection of this important precinct through 
both changes to the Environmental Protection (Noise) Regulations and ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ 
ensuring that new development is appropriately attenuated to mitigate noise generated from entertainment 
venues.  

1.3.1.9. Employment Floorspace Growth 
The 2019 Commercial Land Use Trends Analysis and Demand Forecast provides employment floorspace 
projections from 2018 ς 2038. These forecasts are detailed below. 

Future office demand 
It is estimated that there will be demand for an additional 1.2 million sqm of office floorspace between 2018 to 
2038, which represents a 51.3% increase. The breakdown by neighbourhood is shown in Table 32.  

Table 32 - Office floorspace demand forecasts by neighbourhood (Colliers International, 2019) 

Office Floorspace Demand Forecasts (m2) 

Neighbourhood 2018 2023 2028 2033 2038 20 Year 
addition  

Central Perth 1,443,010 1,596,962 1,785,629 1,974,336 2,182,986 739,976 

Northbridge 171,692 190,010 212,458 234,911 259,736 88,044 

East Perth 140,948 155,985 174,413 192,845 213,226 72,278 

Claisebrook 93,973 103,999 116,286 128,575 142,163 48,190 

West Perth 432,420 478,554 535,091 591,640 654,165 221,745 

Crawley-
Nedlands 

46,216 51,147 57,190 63,233 69,916 23,700 

Total 2,328,259 2,576,657 2,881,067 3,185,540 3,522,192 1,193,933 

 

As indicated above, Central Perth remains the most desirable location for future office space. It is likely that 
demand will continue to occur between Elizabeth Square and Kings Square and along the CBD core of St Georges 
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¢ŜǊǊŀŎŜΦ 5ǳŜ ǘƻ ²Ŝǎǘ tŜǊǘƘΩǎ ŀǾŀƛƭable car parking, this neighbourhood will continue to remain desirable to 
certain industries ς and it is estimated that 46,000ς60,000 sqm of office floorspace may be required per annum to 
meet the demand up until 2038.  

Future retail demand 
A demand-and-supply analysis for Perth city was undertaken to determine the retail outlook between 2018-2038 
(refer to Table 33). 

Table 33 - Retail floorspace demand by neighbourhood (Colliers International, 2019) 

Retail additional floorspace forecasts (m2) 

Neighbourhood 2018 2023 2028 2033 2038 20-year 
addition 

Central Perth 203,752 230,923 259,011 285,332 313,911 110,159 

Northbridge 50,724 55,320 60,333 65,800 71,763 21,039 

East Perth 19,139 21,515 24,125 27,006 30,279 11,140 

Claisebrook 17,161 19,786 21,556 23,203 25,100 7,939 

West Perth 44,495 48,669 53,545 58,593 64,187 19,692 

Crawley-
Nedlands 

12,434 13,086 13,851 14,627 15,469 3,035 

Total 353,087 395,168 438,822 481,542 528,323 175,236 

 

It is estimated that there will be demand for an additional 175,236sqm of retail floorspace between 2018 to 2038. 
The bulk of this floorspace is expected to continue in Central Perth, particularly within the malls and Forrest Place 
ς and this will likely intensify and diversify as worker population increases. Northbridge and West Perth were 
identified as secondary sites for future retail development ς most likely due to the prominent office, residential 
and entertainment land uses in these areas which support retail demand. Retail demand outside of Central Perth, 
Northbridge and West Perth will be largely driven by the resident population, and the desire to service their 
needs. 

Future entertainment, recreational and cultural demand 
It is estimated that there will be demand for an additional 64,500sqm of entertainment, recreational and cultural 
floorspace across Perth city between 2018 to 2038, which represents a 17.8% increase (Colliers International, 
2019). The majority of this floorspace would be required in Central Perth and Northbridge, as these types of land 
uses benefit from clustering activity (to take advantage of the existing consumer base and passing trade) (Colliers 
International, 2019). Future population growth in city neighbourhoods is likely to impact demand across various 
sub-categories, such as bars and fitness venues, and planning policy should be flexible to cater to this need as it 
arises. 

It is estimated that there will be demand for an additional 64,500sqm of entertainment, recreational and cultural 
floorspace across Perth city between 2018 to 2038, which represents a 17.8% increase (refer to Table 33). The 
majority of this floorspace would be required in Central Perth and Northbridge, as these types of land uses 
benefit from clustering activity (to take advantage of the existing consumer base and passing trade) (Colliers 
International, 2019). Future population growth in city neighbourhoods is likely to impact demand across various 
sub-categories, such as bars and fitness venues, and planning policy should be flexible to cater to this need as it 
arises.  
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Table 34 ς Entertainment, recreation and cultural floorspace demand by neighbourhood Colliers 
International, 2019) 

 

Retail additional floorspace forecasts (m2) 

Neighbourhood 2018 2023 2028 2033 2038 20-year 
addition 

Central Perth 196,233  201,951  208,186  214,986  222,402  26,169  

Northbridge 104,439  106,604  111,306  116,435  122,029  128,129  

East Perth 13,419  14,003  15,272  16,656  18,165  19,811  

Claisebrook 5,054  5,448  5,878  6,348  6,859  1,805  

West Perth 12,580  13,128  14,317  15,614  17,029  18,573  

Crawley-
Nedlands 

16,288  16,415  16,690  16,991  17,318  17,676  

Total 362,190  368,677  382,767  398,135  414,895  433,174  

 

Future health, education and community service demand 
It is estimated that there will be demand for an additional 67,094sqm of health, education and community service 
floorspace across Perth city between 2018 to 2038, which represents a 18.5% increase. The majority of this 
floorspace would be required in Central Perth, East Perth and Northbridge (refer to Table 33). 

Table 35 ς Health, education and community services floorspace demand by neighbourhood (Colliers 
International, 2019) 

Retail additional floorspace forecasts (m2) 

Neighbourhood 2018 2023 2028 2033 2038 20-year 
addition 

Central Perth 330,747  334,302  338,179  342,407  347,019  16,272  

Northbridge 119,435  123,854  128,674  133,930  139,663  20,228  

East Perth 50,703  53,797  57,173  60,854  64,869  14,166  

Claisebrook 40,633  42,044  43,582  45,260  47,089  6,456  

West Perth 19,943  21,599  23,406  25,377  27,526  7,583  

Crawley-
Nedlands 

549,387  549,909  550,478  551,099  551,776  2,389  

Total 1,110,848  1,125,505  1,141,492  1,158,927  1,177,942  67,094  

 

Total employment floorspace demand 
It is estimated that there will be demand for an additional 1.5 million sqm of employment floorspace between 
2018 to 2038. The breakdown by neighbourhood is shown in (refer Table 36). Colliers International anticipates 
that approximately 80% of this space will be required for office use.  
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Table 36 - Total employment floorspace demand to 2038 (Colliers International, 2019) 

Neighbourhood Existing floorspace 2018 
(m2) 

Additional demand to 
2038 (m2) 

Central Perth 2,173,742 931,521 

Claisebrook 156,821 66,926 

Crawley-Nedlands 624,452 31,632 

East Perth 224,793 107,196 

Northbridge 448,455 155,470 

West Perth 509,986 266,137 

TOTAL 4,138,249 1,558,882 

bƻǘŜΥ Ψ/ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŦƭƻƻǊǎǇŀŎŜΩ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƴƻƴ-residential land uses as surveyed under the Commercial Land Use Trends Analysis and Demand Forecast, 
2019  

The total additional employment floorspace required to 2038 is shown in Table 37. Taking into account the 
amount of space estimated as vacant or under construction, the total amount of new employment floorspace 
space required is approximately 994,636sqm.  

Table 37 ς Additional commercial floorspace required to 2038 (Colliers International, 2019) 

Neighbourhood Additional demand to 
2038 (m2) 

Vacant / under 
construction (m2) 

Remaining floorspace 
required to 2038 (m2) 

Central Perth 931,521 396,484 535,037 

Claisebrook 66,926 23,016 43,910 

Crawley-Nedlands 31,632 11,319 20,313 

East Perth 107,196 18,302 88,894 

Northbridge 155,470 42,051 113,419 

West Perth 266,137 73,074 193,063 

TOTAL 1,558,882 564,246 994,636 

 

1.3.1.10. Employment growth  
As part of the Commercial Land Use Trends Analysis and Demand Forecast, Colliers international calculated 
estimated employment growth per neighbourhood to 2038 (refer Table 38). Almost 70,000 additional workers are 
anticipated in Perth city by 2038. The majority of these workers will be located in Central Perth, which is 
unsurprising given the distribution of anticipated employment floorspace growth (refer Table 36).   

Table 38 - Employment growth to 2038 (Colliers International, 2019) 

Neighbourhood Existing workers 2016 Additional workers to 
2038 

Estimated total workers 
2038 

Central Perth 84,840 39,405 124,245 

Claisebrook 7,128 3,311 10,439 

Crawley-Nedlands 13,893 6,453 20,346 
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East Perth 9,711 4,510 14,221 

Northbridge 11,960 5,502 17,462 

West Perth 21,477 9,975 31,452 

TOTAL 149,009 69,156 218,165 

 

In addition to the estimates above, the Commercial Land Use Trends Analysis and Demand Forecast examined the 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ΨŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻΩ ƻƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ tŜǊǘƘ ŎƛǘȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ ƛǎ 
derived from the Pracsys Economic Future Scenario Assessment (Pracsys, 2017), and was found to deliver an 
additional 9,890 employees by 2038, compared to the business as usual trends shown in Table 38. The growth in 
workers across the key employment sectors under the diversification scenario is illustrated in Figure 34. 

Figure 34 - 20-year employment growth - BAU vs Diversification scenario 
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1.4. Natural Environment 

1.4.1. Existing profile and trends 
The natural environment is a key componŜƴǘ ƻŦ tŜǊǘƘ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŦŀōǊƛŎ. It provides the physical conditions upon which 
the city has developed and contributes daily to the human enjoyment of the city and its landscape. The natural 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ tŜǊǘƘ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ΨǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜ.Ω 

1.4.1.1. State Planning Policy No. 2 
State Planning Policy No. 2, provides guidance for the protection, management, conservation and enhancement 
of the natural environment. The objectives of this policy are: 

¶ To integrate environment and natural resource management with broader land use planning and 
decision-making;  

¶ To protect, conserve and enhance the natural environment; and  

¶ To promote and assist in the wise and sustainable use and management of natural resources. 

The State Planning Policy No. 2 objectives and policy measures are reflected in the consideration of the following 
ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ tŜǊǘƘ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ 

1.4.1.2. Swan River 
The Swan River is an important attribute of Perth city, contributing to both its environmental and social fabric. 
The Swan-Canning sub catchment area covers 2,090sqm of the much larger Swan Avon catchment area 
(approximately 126,000sqm) (Department of Parks and Wildlife, 2015). It is located on the northern intersection 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǿŀƴ wƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŜǎǘǳŀǊȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ, where the water quality ranges from good (lower estuary) 
to poor (middle estuary).  

Between 1883 and 1967, significant areas of the Perth foreshore were reclaimed from the river (refer to Figure 35 
and Figure 36). It should be noted that much of the reclaimed foreshore is currently within the floodplains 
affected by the 1:100-year storm events (refer to Figure 36) (City of Perth, 2018a). 

The Swan River foreshore is ecologically sensitive and continues to experience some habitat/biodiversity loss, 
pollution impacts and foreshore degradation (due to urbanisation and the effects of climate change). 

The City takes fortnightly microbial water samples from the Swan River at eight locations from Crawley to 
Claisebrook, between November and April each year. Analysis of these water samples assists in the early 
detection of water quality issues, which may impact water users. Results since 2012 have indicated fair to good 
water quality ς with opportunities for improvement. Sources of microbial pollution include storm-water and 
construction site runoff, animals and boating wastes. 
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Figure 35 - Areas of reclaimed land within Perth city 
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Figure 36 - Area subject to flooding within Perth city (City of Perth, 2018a) 

 

The Perth Water Buneenboro Locality Plan is currently being prepared by the Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions. The Perth Water Locality is identified as the section of the Swan River and its 
foreshore between the Narrows and Windan bridges (refer to Figure 37). The locality plan is being developed as a 
framework to determine acceptable developments and uses for the area, based on defining landscape 
characteristics, community aspirations and environmental and cultural value. 

The development of the Perth Water Buneenboro Locality Plan is being overseen by the Perth Water Vision 
Group, which is comprised of the various State and local government agencies. Future land use and development 
strategies and actions recommended by the Local Planning Strategy for land within the Perth Water Buneenboro 
Locality Plan, should align with the future prepared framŜǿƻǊƪΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΦ 
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Figure 37 - Perth Water Buneenboro Locality Plan study area (Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions, 2018) 

 

1.4.1.3. Wetlands 
Historically, there was a chain of wetlands extending across the northern area of Perth City (now East Perth and 
Northbridge) to Lake Monger, which shaped the original planning of the Swan River Colony settlement, giving rise 
to the east-west alignment of roads. 

The majority of these wetlands have been constructed over, however, some have either remained or been 
modified as ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ evolved.  

shows the original locations of the wetlands, with the current city landscape superimposed (City of Perth, 2018a). 
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Figure 38 - Location of original wetlands  

 

 

1.4.1.4. Soils 
There are three naturally occurring types of soil in Perth city: 

 Vasse soils ς along the river foreshore; 

 Herdsman soils ς marking the location of the former wetlands; and 

 Karrakatta sands ς across the remainder of the City of Perth. 
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Figure 39 shows the locations of soil types for the metropolitan area, including Perth city. 

Imported soil was also used to assist in the creation of the Narrows interchange, and dredged material from the 
bed of the Swan River was used to shape Heirisson Island and parts of the foreshore (Claisebrook Catchment 
Group Inc, 2008).  

The location of the city amongst reclaimed foreshore and wetlands also means that the impacts of acid sulfate soils 
need to be addressed and managed when considering new development in certain areas.  The need for specific 
planning provisions will be investigated when preparing the new scheme. 
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Figure 39 - Soil types of the Swan River system and surrounding areas (Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, 2016) 

 

1.4.1.5. Climate change 
Climate change is a significant challenge facing Perth city, and will require concerted action to reduce the 
potentially severe consequences. In May 2018, the City completed its Climate Change Adaptation Plan, developed 
in line with ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Climate change impact and risk management framework ς A Guide 
for Business and Government and the International Standard AS/NZ ISO 31000:2009 ς Risk Management. The 
guidelines provide a structured, systematic approach to establishing the context, identifying risks, analysing risks, 
evaluating risks and treating risks. It has been developed to support climate-resilient development, through the 
implementation of relevant adaptation actions. 

The implementation of relevant adaptation actions identified in the Climate Change Adaptation Plan will support 
the City to effectively address and manage the risks of climate change. 

1.4.1.6. Greenhouse gas emissions 
An inventory of greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) was calculated for Perth city (prior to the 2016 integration of 
Crawley-Nedlands) using the Global Protocol for Community-Scale Greenhouse Gas Emission Inventories, an 
accounting and reporting standard used by the City as signatory to the Compact of Mayors (City of Perth, 2016). 

In 2014-15, the inventory found 90% of GHG emissions in Perth city were generated by non-residential activity, 
which ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƭǳȄ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ŜŀŎƘ Řŀȅ. By sector 
(i.e. places where emissions are generated), buildings generated 63% of emissions, and transport 35%. By source, 
electricity was by far the largest source of emissions (59%). 

In comparison to the cities of Melbourne and Sydney, Perth city emits:  

 A significantly lower amount of GHG through buildings; and 

 A significantly higher amount of GHG through transport.  

The significantly higher amount of GHGs emitted from transport may reflect higher levels of reliance on private 
car use, and lower-levels of public transport use, to access employment in Perth city from across Greater Perth 
(compared with Melbourne and Sydney). 
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1.4.1.7. Water consumption 
In 2017, the City was benchmarked using the Water Sensitive Cities (WSC) Index tool to rate how the overall 
management of its water was fairing in terms of its sustainability outcomes. The initial assessment produced the 
Water Sensitive Cities Index Report 2017 and these results fed into the /ƛǘȅΩǎ Water Sensitive City Study 2017 (City 
of Perth, 2017b). ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ tŜǊǘƘ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ōŀǎŜƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭ ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘ 
ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ нлос ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 
consumption if implemented. The results are summarized in refer to Table 39. 

Table 39 - Water use consumption of varied scenarios by 2036 across the City of Perth 

 

2016 

2036 

Business as 
usual (kL) 

Water 
efficient 

behaviour 
savings 

(kL) 

Water efficient 
infrastructure 
savings (kL) 

Water sensitive city 

Total 
savings 

(kL) 

Resulting 
water 

consumption 
(kL) 

City of Perth 
operations 

1,039,277 1,341,711 69,249 201,257 270,505 1,071,206 

Residences 1,656,545 2,501,340 125,067 250,134 375,201 2,126,139 

Hospitality 570,718 627,790 31,389 62,779 94,168 533,621 

Commercial 1,408,776 1,760,970 88,049 176,097 264,146 1,496,825 

General industry 1,332,737 1,532,648 76,632 153,265 229,897 1,302,750 

Private 
groundwater use 

2,960,770 2,960,770 148,039 296,077 444,116 2,516,655 

1.4.1.8. Urban heat island effect and hot-spot areas 
Cities are generally hotter than surrounding less built up areas ς sometimes by as much as one to three degrees 
Celsius. Urban surfaces can be highly effective at absorbing and storing heat during the day, creating higher 
daytime temperatures. This heat is then released at night, leading to higher temperatures after dark. This 
ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǳǊōŀƴ ƘŜŀǘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΩ ό¦ILύΦ  

ΨIƻǘ-ǎǇƻǘΩ ŀǊŜŀǎ (City of Perth, 2016a) tend to be located where there is a high concentration of hard surfaces 
such as roads, railway lands, and large areas of unirrigated natural surfaces. wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 
Urban Forest Plan has indicated that the city currently haǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ΨƘƻǘ-ǎǇƻǘΩ ŀǊŜŀǎ όǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ Figure 
40).  

Some of these hot-spots are in residential areas and around major gathering places. They also appear to correlate 
ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ŎŀƴƻǇȅ ŎƻǾŜǊΦ tŜǊǘƘΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ƘŜŀǘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ 
city temperatures, with potentially negative impacts on city liveability and community health and wellbeing. With 
Perth city temperatures predicted to rise, this situation may worsen over time. Planting more trees to increase 
the level and quality of canopy cover in hot-spot areas will assist in reducing these impacts.
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Figure 40 - Hotspot locations across Perth city (City of Perth, 2016b) 

 

1.4.1.9. Biodiversity 
The presence of two threatened ecological communities, listed under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999, have been recorded in the City ς including Banksia Woodland of the Swan Coastal Plain 
and Subtropical and Temperate Coastal Saltmarsh. The Subtropical and Temperate Coastal Saltmarsh at Heirisson 
Island supports two ant species and a butterfly that are only present in this region because of the saltmarsh. 

Approximately 65% of the city is terrestrial or land-based habitat (and some minor wetlands) ς with the remaining 
(35%) comprising the Swan River estuary. Of the terrestrial habitat, 746.4 hectares has been reŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ 
infrastructureΩ (refer Figure 41).
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Figure 41 - Total green infrastructure assets by ownership (City of Perth, 2017a) 

 

hŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ 27% of flora was composed of WA native flora, 21% was non-
West Australian native flora and the remainder (52%) was composed of exotic species.  

{ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƻŦ tŜǊǘƘ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƎǊeen infrastructure led to the design of a green infrastructure network (refer Figure 42). 
The green infrastructure network integrates a range of biocultural features and uses to create robust and 
meaningful green linkages throughout the city. Although the expansion and enhancement of these linkages relies 
primarily on green infrastructure within public spaces (parks, foreshore, verges, and medians), they can be 
supported by the greening of adjacent private spaces and developments.  

¢ƘŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŀǊŜ ōǊƻŀŘƭȅ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ΨōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǳǊōŀƴΩ 
connectors or links in accordance with previous studies and reports created at the local and regional scale 
(Western Australian Local Government Association, 2017 and Alan Tingay and Associates, 1998).
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Figure 42 - Green infrastructure network for the City of Perth (City of Perth, 2017a) 

 

1.4.1.10. Urban forest 
An urban forest is broadly defined as the collection of green spaces, trees and other vegetation that grows within 
an urban area, on both public and private land. ThŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŀǎǎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƪŜȅ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ŏƛǘȅ 
infrastructure which improves liveability, community health and wellbeing. It also contributes to the creation of a 
climate-resilient city, and helps improve overall environmental quality (refer to Figure 43). 

At present, there are an estimated 14,811 street and parkland trees in Perth city (pre-July 2016 boundary, 
excluding Kings Park). These provide an estimated total canopy cover of 10.7% ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀrea, which is 
considered low. In July 2016, the City acquired an additional 1,590 street and parkland threes through the 
amalgamation of parts of the City of Subiaco and City of Nedlands which has an estimated canopy cover of 27%. A 
further 133 trees were added to the urban forest upon completion of Elizabeth Quay by Development WA. 




















































































