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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name St. John's Lutheran Church 

Street Address "ST JOHN'S LUTHERAN", 16-18 Aberdeen Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 16-18 Aberdeen Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 1943 

COP Property Key 176758 

Property Titles Lot 440 DP 48767 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 
Normalisation effective from 6 May 2022 upon the gazettal of 
City Planning Scheme No. 2 Amendment No. 46 and Local 
Planning Scheme No. 26 (Normalised Redevelopment Areas) 
Amendment No. 4 (refer to Council Ordinary Meeting held on 
31 August 2021) 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  
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State Heritage Register Yes    

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1936 (1936 - 1936) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Religious 

Original - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel 

Present - General Use Religious 

Present - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Gothic 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Church with stone walls and tiled roof; building features short tower and pyramidal roof. 
 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Brick 

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta  

Architect Richard Spanney 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

St John's Church was designed by the architect Richard Spanney (Spangenberg) in c1934 using ironstone from 
Darlington. Prior to this, the Lutherans had a church and school in Fitzgerald Street, on a block of land granted 
to them for this purpose by the Government. This was soon after the arrival of their first pastor E. Fischer, in 
April 1901, who established the first Lutheran congregations in Western Australia.  
During the First World War, the Lutherans suffered considerable hostility because of their German ancestry. 
This resulted in a number of families returning to Europe after the War. Those who remained, undertook to build 
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a new church with funds from the sale of some property, and with the help of members. Building materials used 
in the original church were re-used in the construction of the new church in Aberdeen Street. The new Church 
was dedicated on Sunday June 7th, 1936. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision 
4. Social and civic activities - 406 Religion 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.3 Developing Institutions 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.6.1 Worshipping together 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.6.3 Founding Australian religious institutions  
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.6.4 Making places for worship 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is of aesthetic significance as a finely detailed Inter-War Gothic style building. 
The place is of historic significance as it is closely associated with the growth and development of the Lutheran 
Church in Western Australia. 
The place is valued by the Lutheran Church community of Perth as a centre for their religious activities. 
The building is one of two churches designed in the Inter-War Gothic Style by Spanney that feature the use of 
Darlington Laterite Stone. 
The place is representative of small churches dating from the early to mid-twentieth century, particularly in its 
use of elements of the Gothic style. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

It is associated with the development of the Lutheran Church in Western Australia. 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

It is one of two churches designed in the Inter-War Gothic Style by Spanney that feature the use of Darlington 
Laterite Stone. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

It is representative of small churches dating from the early to mid-twentieth century, particularly in its use of 
elements of the Gothic style. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

It is valued by Lutheran Church community of Perth as a centre for their religious activities. 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 
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It is a finely detailed Inter-War Gothic style building. 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

It is associated with the development of the Lutheran Church in Western Australia and with Richard Spanney. 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

It is a finely detailed Inter-War Gothic style building. 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Fair 

Building  Fabric Authenticity High Largely as originally intact with detail intact. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

Burswood Bridge and Road Project Northbridge Tunnel Area Heritage Assessment and Report by Ronald 
Bodycoat AMLFRAIA Duncan Stephen and Mercer Architects East Perth Heritage Study by same as above; 
COP Heritage Places File 1.27/16;  
HCWA Assessment File 28976/03 and 28976/03 
ACH Portal (Heritage) - Develop WA - MRA - The Village Northbridge Heritage Inventory - Aug 2002 - Part 1 
Pages 1-175 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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