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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Two Houses (27 & 29 Museum Street)

Street Address "CENTRAL TAFE", 25 Aberdeen Street, PERTH WA 6000
Location Description Lot 1285

Other Names 1 Museum Street

Historical Street Address 25 Aberdeen Street; 1 Museum Street; 27 & 29 Museum Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 2081
COP Property Key 176991
Property Titles Lot 502 P 68128 RESV37585 C Class

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023

Local MHI - Draft

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List 2/07/1999

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes

Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings
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Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year (1897)
Additional Construction Year (1)

Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE |

Original - General Use Residential

Original - Specific Use Two Storey Residence

Present - General Use Governmental

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building

Integrity - Summary

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Queen Anne

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

The place is a pair of two-storey Federation Queen Anne style semidetached houses built of stone, brick and
iron. The houses are arranged symmetrically around a central party wall and have a richly detailed roofscape,
limestone walls with brick quoins to the front and return facades and cast iron balustrade panels around the
upper verandah level.

The place has a landmark quality in Museum Street, and in the local area, as the only surviving two-storey semi-
detached pair of residences with some fine decorative fabric and construction detailing.

Walls 1 Material Brick

Walls 2 Material Stone - Limestone

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron
Architect

Builder George Napier

Other Associations Mrs Lydia Farmer- Former owner

The pair of houses at 1 Museum Street, originally called Limbo Street but renamed c. 1895-98, were constructed
as an investment property during the Gold Boom in Western Australia when there was a massive demand for
accommodation in Perth. The materials of its construction, its design, and the nature of the accommodation
provided are indicative of the relatively affluent tenants for whom the place was intended. The houses were built
in 1897 for Mrs Lydia Farmer by builder, George Napier. Little is known of Lydia Farmer although she owned
other property in nearby Francis Street where she had a house designed by the well-known architect, J. J.
Talbot Hobbs. She is not recorded as having lived at 1 Museum Street which appears to have been tenanted
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throughout her ownership.

There was little change to the place through the first half of the twentieth century although some renovations
were carried out in the 1950-60’s and by the mid 1970’s there were plans for the construction of a new Technical
College to be built on land extending from Aberdeen through to Francis Street. Concern was voiced over the
future of the houses and they were assessed, but not classified by the National Trust of Australia (WA). The
Crown acquired the land for construction of the new technical college, including 1 Museum Street, and
development commenced in the mid 1980’s. It was proposed that 1 Museum Street be demolished as it was
considered to have little architectural significance and the estimated costs to upgrade it considered too high. An
adjoining house at 25 Museum Street was demolished in 1979 but 1 Museum Street remained and was used as
a site office during construction of the technical college.

The place was occupied by the Australian Writers’ Guild between 1989 -1998 but there was minimal
maintenance undertaken at the place resulting in further deterioration. At present 1 Museum Street is occupied
by the offices of the International Centre of the Central Institute of Technology (TAFE).

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

2. Peopling Perth - 2.4.2 Migrating to seek opportunity

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.2 Making suburbs

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.13 Living in cities and suburbs

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ‘

The place is significant as an attractive pair of two storey semi-detached houses in the Federation Queen Anne
style with richly detailed roofscape, cast iron balustrades and fine masonry.

The place has a clearly identifiable residential form and is significant for providing evidence of the former
residential nature of much of the locality and with the rapid expansion of building in Western Australia during the
Gold Boom.

The place is valued by the community for its aesthetic contribution to the area as evidenced by the community’s
response to the proposed demolition and redevelopment.

The place is an uncommon building type in Western Australia.

The place is a good example of the Federation Queen Anne style and is representative of the nature of
accommodation for relatively affluent tenants in the Gold Boom era.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE
HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history
The place has a clearly identifiable residential form and is significant for providing evidence of the former

residential nature of much of the locality and with the rapid expansion of building in Western Australia during the
Gold Boom.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place is an uncommon building type in Western Australia.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places
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The place is a good example of the Federation Queen Anne style and is representative of the nature of accommodation for
relatively affluent tenants in the Gold Boom era.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is significant as an attractive pair of two storey semi-detached houses in the Federation Queen Anne style with

richly detailed roofscape, cast iron balustrades and fine masonry.
The place is valued by the community for its aesthetic contribution to the area as evidenced by the community’s response to

the proposed demolition and redevelopment.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair
Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it is largely as originally constructed with
detail intact.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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