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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Yagan's Statue (Heirisson Island) 

Street Address "HEIRISSON ISLAND", Adelaide Terrace, EAST PERTH 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address Adelaide Terrace 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 11472 

COP Property Key  

Property Titles Lot 5268 P 213977 RESV23063 A Class 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Other Structure 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 19/09/2006 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  
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Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1982 (1982 - 1986) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Monument/Cemetery 

Original - Specific Use Statue 

Present - General Use Monument/Cemetery 

Present - Specific Use Statue 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General  

Architectural Style 1 Specific  

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

In 1984 a tribute to Yagan in the form of a Bronze statue was unveiled on Heirisson Island. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material  

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Yagan was the son of Midgegooroo, who belonged to a tribal group of aboriginals that occupied a tract of land 
south of the Swan and Canning River in an area referred to as Beelier. He was born c1795.Yagan and his 
friends continued to defend their territory but in 1832 were overpowered.  Yagan and his companions were 
imprisoned on Carnac Island. He died in July 1833. The head of Yagan was brutally hacked from the body. and 
taken to England by Ensign Dale and exhibited. 
On 1 September 1997 a delegation of Nyoongar elders brought back Yagan’s head ‘kaat’ to country. This led to 
vandalism of the statue. His kaat has been buried in a memorial park in July 2010 so that his sprit can become 
whole again. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 102 Aboriginal occupation 
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

2. Peopling Australia - 2.1 Living as Australia’s earliest inhabitants 
 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

Symbolises an aspect of the early interaction between two cultures. 
 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

Symbolises an aspect of the early interaction between two cultures. 
 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 
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CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Good 

Building  Fabric Authenticity High. The statue's head has been replaced. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  

   

COP Heritage Places Filehttps://www.noongarculture.org.au/yagan/ SWALSC 
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