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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Low Level Sewage Pumping Stations Nos 1 & 2 

Street Address "OZONE PARK & LAKE VASTO", 1 Adelaide Terrace, EAST PERTH 
"LANGLEY PARK", 103 Riverside Drive, PERTH 

Location Description Address includes: 1 Adelaide Tce, East Perth; 483 Hill St, Perth; Lot 
565 Riverside Dr, Perth - VFL 25/11/2010.  
No. 1 Causeway, next to Woodside Building  
No. 2 Langley Park, at intersection of Hill Street and Terrace Rd  

Other Names Langley Park 

Historical Street Address 1 Adelaide Terrace; 115 Terrace Road; 103 Riverside Drive; Reserve 
12510; 483 Hill Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 3298 

COP Property Key  

Property Titles  
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 15/03/1993 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  
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State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1914 (1912 - 1916) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Governmental 

Original - Specific Use Other - see Historical Notes 

Present - General Use Governmental 

Present - Specific Use Other - see Historical Notes 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

The three sewage pumping stations, prominently located along the Perth foreshore, incorporated a civic 
function that of a gentlemen's public toilet, as well as their utilitarian function of pumping sewage.  This allowed 
Mr A.R.L. Wright, an Architect in the Public Works Department, to design the buildings in a more dignified 
domestic style of architecture than might have otherwise been the case.  
The three pumping stations are identical in design, however the plan of Station no 1 Causeway was reversed.  
The Station share a classical tripartite form.  The rockfaced cement block walls, cement rendered pilasters, 
roughcast frieze and corbelled cornice evoke a strong image of a small public temple, which is then moderated 
by the inclusion of quarter panned windows and picturesque gablets, terracotta ridge capping and finials on the 
red Marseillaise tiled roof. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Concrete 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta  

Architect A R L Wright; C S R Palmer; F W Lawson; H Oldham; J Davis 

Builder  

Other Associations  
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HISTORY  
 

                  

  

Between 1891 and 1911 the population of the City of Perth increased from 9,500 to 87,000, a nine-fold increase 
(Census of WA). The City was ill equipped to deal with such a rapid influx of people.  The demand for housing 
was overwhelming and temporary tent cities had to be established in Perth Subiaco and Fremantle. Building 
construction was hurried and at times haphazard.  As a consequence, public concern for jerry-built housing was 
frequently voiced in the press.  In Perth the provision of piped water was limited drainage of storm water was in 
its infancy and disposal of sewage was by night soil cart or cesspit.  With these overcrowded and unsanitary 
living conditions it was little wonder that there were several epidemics of cholera and typhoid fever. The efficient 
disposal of wastewater and sewage became a major health issue in the political debate.  The installation of a 
public sewage system was a costly undertaking for a young state government already burdened with public 
dept.  Public pressure from health authorities and civic leaders eventually saw the government act. (From 
National Trust Assessment). 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

4. Social and civic activities - 404 Community services and utilities 
 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.2 Supplying urban services 
 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The pumping stations are the survivors of the first three such buildings-built in Perth to provide sewage pumping 
facilities and men’s public toilets and are excellent examples of industrial architecture specifically designed to be 
aesthetically pleasing in their prominent locations.   
The pumping stations are important examples of the technology employed for the first time in Western Australia 
as part of the provision of sewerage and deep drainage to the metropolitan area in the pre-World War One 
period. 
The pumping stations were part of the development of the Metropolitan Sewage and Deep Drainage Scheme in 
the pre-World War One period. 
The pumping stations are notable for the particular attention paid to their design and the high standards 
demonstrated in their execution and fine examples of the Federation Free Classical style applied to utility 
buildings. 
The pumping stations are associated with several notable Australian engineers, each of whom contributed to the 
development of the Metropolitan Sewerage and Deep Drainage Scheme, particularly C. Napier Bell, Hugh 
Oldham, J. Davis, T. C. Hodgson, C. S. R. Palmer and F. W. Lawson, and were designed by PWD architect A. 
R. L. Wright. 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The pumping stations were part of the development of the Metropolitan Sewage and Deep Drainage Scheme 
in the pre-World War One period. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 
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HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The pumping stations are the survivors of the first three such buildings-built in Perth to provide sewage 
pumping facilities and men’s public toilets and are excellent examples of industrial architecture specifically 
designed to be aesthetically pleasing in their prominent locations. 
The pumping stations are notable for the particular attention paid to their design and the high standards 
demonstrated in their execution and fine examples of the Federation Free Classical style applied to utility 
buildings. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The pumping stations are associated with several notable Australian engineers, each of whom contributed to 
the development of the Metropolitan Sewerage and Deep Drainage Scheme, particularly C. Napier Bell, Hugh 
Oldham, J. Davis, T. C. Hodgson, C. S. R. Palmer and F. W. Lawson, and were designed by PWD architect A. R. L. 
Wright. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

      

       The pumping stations are important examples of the technology employed for the first time in Western 
Australia as part of the provision of sewerage and deep drainage to the metropolitan area in the pre-World 
War One period. 

 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Fair 

Building  Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

COP Heritage Places File 3.82;  
National Trust Assessment 
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory (2001) Full Set 
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DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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