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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Western Australian Police Service Complex 

Street Address "POLICE DEPT HQ", 2 Adelaide Terrace, EAST PERTH WA  6004 

Location Description Lot 831 

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 2 Adelaide Terrace, EAST PERTH 6000 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 3048 

COP Property Key 175384 

Property Titles Lot 831 P 209566 RESV31051 C Class 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 
Normalisation effective from 6 May 2022 upon the gazettal of 

City Planning Scheme No. 2 Amendment No. 46 and Local 

Planning Scheme No. 26 (Normalised Redevelopment Areas) 

Amendment No. 4 (refer to Council Ordinary Meeting held on 

31 August 2021) 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 
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Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1965-1975 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Governmental 

Original - Specific Use Police Station 

Present - General Use Governmental 

Present - Specific Use Police Station 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Post-War (c.1940-1960)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific International 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

A Nine storey basic office building with a concave façade. The building terminates the northern vista of the 
causeway approach to the city. It is very much a mainstream building design. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material  

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material  

Architect SB Cann, PWD 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The Police Headquarters were completed in 1975 to PWD design. The building allowed the Police Department 
to consolidate its operations and the relocation allowed the Art Gallery to take over the old accommodation in 
James Street and Roe Street. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

4. Social and civic activities - 403 Law and order 
 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
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7. Governing - 7.6.3 Policing Australia 
7. Governing - 7.6.4 Dispensing Justice 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is a prominent landmark, by virtue of the distinctive concave form of the tall headquarters building, 
which marks the eastern gateway to the city of Perth. 
The place is a good example of an office building constructed in the Late-Twentieth Century International style 
still extant within Perth. The increasing use of curvilinear forms was characteristic of this style and the concave 
form of the headquarters building is the dominant aesthetic. 
The place is rare as it includes the only multi-storey office building of curvilinear form, designed in the 1960s, 
extant within Western Australia. The place is also rare as an intact multi-storey office building in the International 
style dating from the period. 
The place demonstrates the principal characteristics of office buildings dating from the 1960s, such as the 
external expression of the concrete structure and the integration of passive sun-control devices in the design of 
the façade. 
The place is associated with the Police Commissioners and other officers who have worked from it since its 
construction, and the Walsh Pitman Memorial is associated with the many fallen police officers that it 
commemorates. 
The place, designed by the Architectural Division of the Public Works Department of Western Australia, is the 
first purpose-built consolidated Western Australian Police Service headquarters in Western Australia, 
incorporating all the major branches and sections of the Western Australian Police Department. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place, designed by the Architectural Division of the Public Works Department of Western Australia, is the 
first purpose-built consolidated Western Australian Police Service headquarters in Western Australia, 
incorporating all the major branches and sections of the Western Australian Police Department. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place is rare as it includes the only multi-storey office building of curvilinear form, designed in the 1960s, 
extant within Western Australia. The place is also rare as an intact multi-storey office building in the International 
style dating from the period. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a prominent landmark, by virtue of the distinctive concave form of the tall headquarters building, 
which marks the eastern gateway to the city of Perth. The place is a good example of an office building 
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constructed in the Late-Twentieth Century International style still extant within Perth. The increasing use of 
curvilinear forms was characteristic of this style and the concave form of the headquarters building is the 
dominant aesthetic. The place demonstrates the principal characteristics of office buildings dating from the 
1960s, such as the external expression of the concrete structure and the integration of passive sun-control 
devices in the design of the façade. 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is associated with the Police Commissioners and other officers who have worked from it since its 
construction, and the Walsh Pitman Memorial is associated with the many fallen police officers that it 
commemorates. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Good 

Building  Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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MRA: Central Perth Heritage Inventory - March 2016.pdf 
 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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