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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name The New Church (fmr) 

Street Address 176 Adelaide Terrace, EAST PERTH WA  6004 

Location Description  

Other Names Indonesian Mission Baptist Church 

Historical Street Address 176 Adelaide Terrace  

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2158 

COP Property Key 175360 

Property Titles Lot 709 DP 156945 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement 19/05/2014 TRIM ID 147658/14 

Conservation Management Plan 01/10/2012 TRIM ID 148932/10 Draft;                                
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01/03/2011 TRIM ID 140709/20 Original 

Original Construction Year 1939 (1937 - 1941) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Religious 

Original - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Hotel, Tavern or Inn 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Gothic 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

The small Gothic-style church is constructed using random coursed laterite stone from Darlington with stucco 
detailing. The steeply pitched roof is covered with Marseilles profile clay tiles. Timber barge boards with 
decorative detail are located on the building's facade. Steps lead to the entrance porch and a second entrance 
is located in the tower. A glass roofed link building at the rear of the former church provides access to the new 
building. The area surrounding the former church has been bituminised and landscaped. The Hall and 
outbuildings at the rear of the church were demolished, and a 19 level residential building containing 92 
serviced apartments and associated car parking bays was constructed. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Brick 

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta  

Architect Mr W Hickman; Richard Spanney 

Builder Mr W Hickman; Richard Spanney 

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

In 1939 the property was purchased by the Perth Society. Richard Spanney was appointed as the architect. 
Richard Spanney also designed the St John Lutheran church on Aberdeen Street, Northbridge. It was requested 
that the New Church building was constructed using the same design and materials as that church. This building 
is also in the Inter-War Gothic style and constructed with laterite stone. The church was completed in early 1940 
and was dedicated for use on 25 February 1940. The church was the only one built for the Perth Society of the 
New Church. The church was based on the theological ideas of Emanuel Swendenborg and was first 
established in London in 1784. It then spread throughout the world. Members of the church arrived in Perth in 
1896-97 and services were held in member’s homes. The Perth Society of The New Church was incorporated in 
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1929. Mr Hickman came to Perth from Melbourne to assist with the leadership of the church and then became 
the leader for 36 years. He was a gifted preacher and writer. The church had a growing membership during the 
1950s to the 1970s. It was a popular venue for weddings for members of the church as well as the general 
public who liked the aesthetics of the building. Membership declined in the early 2000s and the building became 
too large for the small congregation. The church was sold in 2002. It was also used by the Indonesian Baptist 
Church in the early 2000s for a short time. The building was then used for office space. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision  
4. Social and civic activities - 406 Religion 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities- 4.3 Developing Institutions 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.6.1 Worshipping together 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.6.3 Founding Australian religious institutions 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.6.4 Making places for worship 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is of aesthetic significance as a very fine example of the InterWar Gothic style applied to a modestly 
scaled church. 
The place is of aesthetic significance because it is a recognised landmark in the City of Perth. The place is of 
aesthetic significance because it contributes to the visual quality of its location. The place is of social 
significance because it represents a special place for members of the community associated with the 
development of the area. The place is associated with architect Richard Spanney and Mr W. Hickman who was 
the minister of the Perth Society for 36 years. The place is rare as one of two churches in Perth designed by 
architect Richard Spanney in the Inter-War Gothic style that feature laterite stone from Darlington. 
The place is rare as one of a small number of churches built in Australia for the New Church of Australia and 
the only one in Western Australia. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place is rare as one of two churches in Perth designed by architect Richard Spanney in the Inter-War 
Gothic style that feature laterite stone from Darlington. The place is rare as one of a small number of churches 
built in Australia for the New Church of Australia and the only one in Western Australia. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 
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The place is of social significance because it represents a special place for members of the community 
associated with the development of the area. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is of aesthetic significance as a very fine example of the InterWar Gothic style applied to a modestly 
scaled church. The place is of aesthetic significance because it is a recognised landmark in the City of Perth. 
The place is of aesthetic significance because it contributes to the visual quality of its location. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is associated with architect Richard Spanney and Mr W. Hickman who was the minister of the Perth 
Society for 36 years. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building  Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity. Largely as originally constructed with detail 
intact with some internal changes. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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HCWA Assessment File 57164/02;  
COP Heritage Places File 3.84/108; Submission received 
Archival record, Heritage and Conservation Professionals, April 2011 and Conservation Plan, Heritage and 
Conservation Professionals, 2011 

 

 

                  

   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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