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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Matilda Bay and Pelican Point 

Street Address 4 Australian II Drive, CRAWLEY WA 6009 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 4 Australian II Drive; Hackett Drive 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 18688 

COP Property Key 201261 

Property Titles Lot 14555 DP 32409 RESV17375 A Class, Lot 7996 DP 171317 
RESV17375 A Class 

 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Landscape 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List  

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  
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Original Construction Year 1890 (1890 - 1890) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Park/Reserve 

Original - Specific Use Social/Recreational 

Present - General Use Park/Reserve 

Present - Specific Use Social/Recreational 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General  

Architectural Style 1 Specific  

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Landscaped park on the edge of the Swan River. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material  

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations UWA; US Navy 

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The whole of the Derbal Yerrigan (Swan River) is a Registered Aboriginal Site (ID3536) for mythological 
reasons. Matilda Bay is the bay to the east of Hackett Drive, Crawley. The north edge at the base of King’s Park 
where Hackett Drive meets Mounts Bay Road is home to UWA buildings including Cygnet Hall, the UWA Boat 
Shed and the UWA Watersports complex. The southern edge is Pelican Point, the location for the Matilda Bay 
Restaurant (1968), Royal Perth Yacht Club (1952), Mounts Bay Sailing Club (c. 1959) and Pelican Point Sea 
Scout Club. Matilda Bay Reserve is grassed with a natural shoreline to the river. 
The bay is named after Matilda Roe, wife of John Septimus Roe, the first Surveyor of Western Australia. 
Matilda Bay was the location for a Catalina flying boat base established by the United States Navy in 1943. The 
Japanese invasion of the Philippines had resulted in the US evacuation from in and around Manila. They went 
first to Java but due to other threats of invasion, were again relocated, this time to Australia. The US Navy 
relocated the Catalina Patrol Wing No. 10 to Matilda Bay. They brought with them approximately 60-70 
Catalinas and 1200 Americans, including both members of the Navy and their support personal. They took over 
the original club house of the Mounts Bay Sailing Club, which was then known as Pelican Point Advance Base 
‘A’. The Swan River became their base and training ground between missions that took them as far north as 
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Ceylon (Sri Lanka). 
 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Settlement and mobility - 102 Aboriginal occupation 
1. Settlement and mobility - 103 Racial contact and interaction 
1. Settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision 
2. Transport & communications - 201 River and sea transport 
4. Social & civic activities - 405 Sport, recreation and entertainment 
5. Outside influences - 501 World wars & other wars 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

2. Peopling Australia - 2.1 Living as Beeloo's (Perth, Australia's) first inhabitants 
2. Peopling Australia - 2.6.2 Displacing Aboriginal people 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) - 3.11 Altering the environment 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
6. Educating - 6.4 Building systems of higher education 
7. Governing - 7.7.1 Providing for the common defense 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.1 Organising recreation 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.1.3 Developing public parks & gardens 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.5 Forming Associations 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.5.4 Pursuing common leisure interests 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has cultural heritage significance to the Whadjuk Nyoongar people as part of the Swan River, a 
Registered Aboriginal Site.  
The place has historical significance as the location of the US Navy Catalina flying boat base during World War 
II.  
The place has aesthetic and social value for the community who use the place for sports and recreation. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

Matilda Bay has historical significance as the location of the US Navy Catalina flying boat base during World 
War II. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 
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The place has cultural heritage significance to the Whadjuk Nyoongar people as part of the Swan River, a 
Registered Aboriginal Site. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

Matilda Bay has aesthetic and social value for the community who use the place for sports and recreation. 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building  Fabric Authenticity High 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Considerable – Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality. 
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Aerial photographs (Landgate); AHIS database; Monument Australia website: 
https://www.monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/conflict/ww2/display/60342-qantas-catalina-memorial; Royal 
Perth yacht Club website: https://www.rpyc.com.au/our-club/our-history/; UWA website: 
https://www.web.uwa.edu.au/university/history/archive-collections/catalina-base. 

 

 

                  

   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
 

 

                  



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 

    

  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       
 

Adopted 
 

 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            
 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 
   

Heritage ID-18688 
 

  

            
      

Page 5 of 5 
 

     

            

   

 

 
 

 

                  

 


