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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Barrack Square and Jetties, Perth 

Street Address "BARRACK SQUARE", Barrack Square, PERTH WA 6000 

Location Description Barrack Street - south side 

Other Names Flagstaff Square; Harper Square; Union Jack Square 

Historical Street Address Barrack Square; Barrack Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 4031 

COP Property Key 177040 

Property Titles Lot 603 DP 414938 RESV48583 C Class, Lot 604 DP 414938, Lot 504 
DP 408106 RESV48325 C Class 

 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Urban Park 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 09/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings MRA 

Heritage Agreement 11/08/2015 TRIM ID 54557/20 
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Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1905; 1907; 1973 (1903 - 1907) 

Additional Construction Year (1) 1973 - 1973 

Additional Construction Year (2) 1973 - 1973 

Demolition Year  (1995 - 2003) 
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use  

Original - Specific Use  

Present - General Use  

Present - Specific Use  

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Other - see Physical Description 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

A large square of reclaimed land planted with lawn and mature trees and fringed with timber jetties.  The original 
pattern of the Union Jack has been lost but many of the specimen plantings remain.  The place adapted for road 
traffic has lost its homogeneity and representative character. Barrack Square displays Paradise style planting. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material  

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Barrack Square was established in 1905-07 by reclamation of land from the Swan River.  The Square was part 
of systematic programme of reclamation to provide a fringe of parkland around the Swan River.  
Refer to HCWA Assessment 1999 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

2. Transport and communications - 201 River and sea transport  
4. Social and civic activities - 405 Sport, recreation and entertainment  
5. Outside influences - 506 Tourism 

 

 

                  



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 

    

  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       
 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            
 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 
   

Heritage ID-4031 
 

  

            
      

Page 3 of 6 
 

     

            

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

3.8 Moving goods and people - 3.8.4 Making economic use of inland waterways 
3.11 Altering the environment - 3.11.2 Reclaiming Land 
8.1 Organising recreation - 8.1.3 Developing public parks and gardens 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place displays Paradise style of plantings with mature introduced tree species which reflects the idealised 
landscapes desired by Western Society in the late 19th and 20th century. 
The place makes a landmark contribution to the foreshore through the presence of tall mature trees. 
The place was formally designed as a public space was laid out in 1905 based on the Union Jack design. The 
place together with the Narrows Interchange, Esplanade Reserve, Supreme Court Gardens and Langley Park 
define the southern edge of the city and provide contrasting features in the stretch of open space adjacent to the 
river. 
The place is part of a major work of land reclamation carried out along the river foreshore. The place has been 
associated with river transport since 1845 as there has been a jetty located at the end of Barrack Street since 
that time. 
The place has been the location of a river port since 1905- 1907, when river transport was booming due to the 
huge increase in population brought about by the gold boom, and reflects the shift in the role of the river from 
general transport to recreation following the construction of the Fremantle Guildford railway. 
The place, including the Bell Tower, makes a landmark contribution to the foreshore, with the Tower, a 
prominent unique contemporary structure and the focal point of the square. 
The place contributes significantly to the Perth’s sense of place, as a point of departure and return for river 
transport and recreational activities. 
The place is significant in linking the centre of the city to the river. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place together with the Narrows Interchange, Esplanade Reserve, Supreme Court Gardens and Langley 
Park define the southern edge of the city and provide contrasting features in the stretch of open space adjacent 
to the river. The place is part of a major work of land reclamation carried out along the river foreshore. The place 
has been associated with river transport since 1845 as there has been a jetty located at the end of Barrack 
Street since that time. The place has been the location of a river port since 1905- 1907, when river transport was 
booming due to the huge increase in population brought about by the gold boom, and reflects the shift in the role 
of the river from general transport to recreation following the construction of the Fremantle Guildford railway. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place contributes significantly to the Perth’s sense of place, as a point of departure and return for river 
transport and recreational activities. The place is significant in linking the centre of the city to the river. 
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HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place displays Paradise style of plantings with mature introduced tree species which reflects the idealised 
landscapes desired by Western Society in the late 19th and 20th century. The place makes a landmark 
contribution to the foreshore through the presence of tall mature trees. The place was formally designed as a 
public space was laid out in 1905 based on the Union Jack design. The place, including the Bell Tower, makes a 
landmark contribution to the foreshore, with the Tower, a prominent unique contemporary structure and the focal 
point of the square. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Good 

Building  Fabric Authenticity Low level of authenticity as the place has been changed and little of the 
original design is apparent. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Considerable – Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality. 
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HCWA Assessment 
 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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