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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Lieut. General Sir J.J. Talbot Hobbs Memorial - current location 

Street Address "SUPREME COURT GARDENS", 2 Barrack Street, PERTH WA 6000 

Location Description Relocated new site from H0757_002 

Other Names Sir Talbot Hobbs Statue 

Historical Street Address 2 Barrack Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2089 

COP Property Key 175122 

Property Titles Lot 462 P 206176 RESV10887 A Class 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Other Structure 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 09/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  
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Original Construction Year 1940 (1940 - 1940) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Monument/Cemetery 

Original - Specific Use Statue 

Present - General Use Monument/Cemetery 

Present - Specific Use Statue 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Art Deco 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

The memorial is approximately seven metres high and comprises a twice life-size cast bronze bust of Sir Talbot 
Hobbs in military uniform mounted on a deeply-fluted column of Donnybrook stone. 
A sword, also of cast bronze, is suspended from the waist on the proper left of the figure. Two bronze Australian 
Field Artillery badges are located on either side of the memorial. The memorial is mounted on a low raised 
platform with pavers. The overall appearance of the memorial could be described as being in the Inter-War Art 
Deco style. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material  

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The memorial commemorates Sir JJ Talbot Hobbs – one of Western Australia’s most distinguished military 
soldiers. He is also acknowledged for being one of Australia’s leading military commanders from the First World 
War. Apart from his military career, Hobbs was a prominent architect gaining considerable recognition from his 
1891 winning design for the prestigious Weld Club in Perth. Many major commissions were to follow from this. 
He was Treasurer then President of the West Australian Institute of Architects which was formed in 1896. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

5. Outside influences - 501 World wars and other wars  
6. People - 606 Famous and infamous people 
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.7   Honouring achievement 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.9   Commemorating significant events 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts & sciences 
9. Marking the Phases of Life - 9.7.3 Remembering the dead 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is an excellent piece of memorial design, with a well rendered likeness of its subject, set over an Art 
Deco style base of Donnybrook sandstone and Mahogany Creek granite against a background of Canary Island 
Palms. 
The place commemorates Lieutenant-General Sir J. J. Talbot Hobbs, Western Australia’s most distinguished 
World War One soldier, and a renowned architect. 
Since its unveiling in 1940, the place has continuously been the focal point for the annual Perth Anzac Day 
parade, being the point from which the salute is taken. 
The place is significant as one of the major works by sculptor Edward Kohler to a design by well known architect 
Alex Winning, of Hobbs & Winning. 
The place was the first memorial erected in Perth in commemoration of a distinguished soldier and is one of only 
a few public memorials to an individual erected in the Perth in the first half of the twentieth century. 
The place is a rare example of a bust on a tall pedestal in this State, an important example of technical 
achievement in the World War Two period, and was the first bronze statue of its kind to be cast in Western 
Australia. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place commemorates Lieutenant-General Sir J. J. Talbot Hobbs, Western Australia’s most distinguished 
World War One soldier, and a renowned architect. 
Since its unveiling in 1940, the place has continuously been the focal point for the annual Perth Anzac Day 
parade, being the point from which the salute is taken. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place was the first memorial erected in Perth in commemoration of a distinguished soldier and is one of only 
a few public memorials to an individual erected in the Perth in the first half of the twentieth century. 
The place is a rare example of a bust on a tall pedestal in this State, an important example of technical 
achievement in the World War Two period and was the first bronze statue of its kind to be cast in Western 
Australia. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 
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The place is an excellent piece of memorial design, with a well rendered likeness of its subject, set over an Art 
Deco style base of Donnybrook sandstone and Mahogany Creek granite against a background of Canary Island 
Palms. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is significant as one of the major works by sculptor Edward Kohler to a design by well known architect 
Alex Winning, of Hobbs & Winning. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building  Fabric Authenticity Medium 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 – Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory (2001) Full Set 
 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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