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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Supreme Court Gardens
"SUPREME COURT GARDENS", 2 Barrack Street, PERTH WA 6000

Place Name

Street Address

Location Description
Other Names

Historical Street Address 2 Barrack Street
Historical Perth Town Lot
Place ID H90002
175122

Lot 462 P 206176 RESV10887 A Class

COP Property Key
Property Titles

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Urban Park
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001
Local Heritage List 20/12/1985
Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings
Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

01/09/1998 TRIM ID P17006294 Original;

Heritage ID-H90002

Page 1of 5

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022



[:"v [ll: J)PEHTH Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

01/08/2007 TRIM ID P17009314 Original;
01/08/1993 TRIM ID P1702995 (Precinct)

Original Construction Year 1903 (1903 - 1903)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Social/Recreational
Original - Specific Use Social/Recreational
Present - General Use Social/Recreational
Present - Specific Use Social/Recreational
Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General

Architectural Style 1 Specific
Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

A large grassed park with perimeter planting of mature trees in the Paradise Garden style. Located within the
gardens is a two-storey building of large proportions with battlement parapet and an 'impressive Lonic Portico’
distinguished by The Royal Crest on the pediment featuring the lion and the unicorn.

Walls 1 Material
Walls 2 Material
Roof Material
Architect
Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

Supreme Court Gardens comprises the northern forecourt of the Supreme Court building, the land to the west of
the building to Barrack Street, and the open space to the south bounded by Riverside Drive, Barrack Street and
Governor’s Avenue.

A recreational ground was created from reclaimed land between Pier Street and Barrack Street using the piers
as walls. An 1891 photograph shows a police and court complex in front of the former Supreme Court building.
Supreme Court Gardens was created from reclaimed land in 1903. Little was done to the area, and it consisted
of a fenced grassed area. Some trees and plantings were located near the entrance to the Supreme Court
building by ¢1910. In 1919 the gardens around the Supreme Court were all transferred to the State Gardens
Board to manage. This included the amalgamation of Stirling Gardens, Government House Gardens and
Supreme Court enclosure. Under the State Gardens Board’s management, the gardens were greatly developed.
Supreme Court Gardens were developed into a grassed area with large planting areas around the perimeter. In
the 1930s and 1940s infrastructure such as fences and roads around the building were constructed.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4. Social and civic activities - 403 Law and order
4. Social and civic activities - 405 Sport, recreation and entertainment
6. People - 602 Early settlers

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

7. Governing - 7.6 Administering Australia
7. Governing - 7.6.4 Dispensing Justice
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.1.3 Developing public parks and gardens

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is significant because for its historical role in horticultural development of the Colony in the 19th
Century, first used as acclimatisation garden in 1830's, designated Botanic Garden 1845. The place has had an
important role in social and recreational life of community throughout its history.

The place is the oldest public garden in W.A.

The place has value for its aesthetic quality and predominant, and enhancement by its setting, part of a system
of city gardens.

The place is associated with leading figures in the history of the State. The place is enjoyed by the community
for its recreational use.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is significant because for its historical role in horticultural development of the Colony in the 19th
Century, first used as acclimatisation garden in 1830's, designated Botanic Garden 1845.The place is the oldest
public garden in W.A.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The place has had an important role in social and recreational life of community throughout its history. The place
is enjoyed by the community for its recreational use.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place has value for its aesthetic quality and predominant, and enhancement by its setting, part of a system
of city gardens.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
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organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place is associated with leading figures in the history of the State.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good
Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity as the building is originally constructed with detall
intact.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

720.9941 HAR Vanishing Ink, (1975) pp 23. Hare.

T; 720.9941 WES Western Towns and Buildings, (1979) pp 62, 82, 115, 209, 211, 270 by Pitt Morrison, M and
White, J (Ed);

720.9941 Western Australia An Architectural Heritage, (1979) pp 33-48 by Williams, A. E;

720.9941 WRI Western Landmarks, (1978) pp 12-13 by Wright, R.P and Smeed, H;

994.1 STA The People of Perth, (1979) pp 99, 320 by Stannage, C. T;

COP Heritage Places File 1.43;

Q 720.994 SMI Treasures Of Australia, (1983) pp 132 by Smith, R and Flower, C;

Q 720.99411 EMA Portraits of Perth, (1977) by Cedric, Emanuel and Ward, Kirwan;

Q720.9 OLD Western Heritage (1967), pp 13, 14, 36, 54 by Oldham, R. J;

Removal of orchestral shell, demolition licence 1994/948186/DEMLTN;

Supreme Court and Gardens Conservation Plan (1998) by Heritage and Conservation Professionals;

Thesis 1990 U. W. A New Architecture of the Gold Boom in W. A. Government Buildings under the direction of
G .T. Poole 1885-1897. PP 180-181 by Van Bremen, Ingrid;

COP Heritage Places File 1.43

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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