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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Supreme Court Building 

Street Address "SUPREME COURT", 4 Barrack Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 4 Barrack Street; 2 Barrack Street; 33 Barrack Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID H90001 

COP Property Key 177064 

Property Titles Lot 301 DP 42261 RESV18391 A Class, Lot 300 DP 42261 RESV18392 
A Class 

 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  
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Conservation Management Plan 01/09/1998 TRIM ID P17006294 Original;                                    
01/08/2007 TRIM ID P17009314 Original;                   
01/08/1993 TRIM ID P1702995 (Precinct); 
1992-01-01 TRIM ID P1850348 

Original Construction Year 1903 (1903 - 1903) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Governmental 

Original - Specific Use Courthouse 

Present - General Use  

Present - Specific Use  

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

The Supreme Court is a two storey, symmetrically composed building in the Federation Academic Classical 
Style.  The building is constructed in red brick with stucco detailing; the iron roof is concealed by a parapet with 
balustrading and an impressive ionic portico marks the main entrance.  It is sited between Stirling Gardens and 
the Supreme Court Gardens and makes skilful use of the change in level between them caused by the siting of 
the original embankment of the Swan River.  The foyer is in a two-storey volume with a domed ceiling.  The 
main court room is extensively panelled. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face 

Walls 2 Material Stone - Sandstone - Donnybrook  

Roof Material  

Architect John Grainger; R P Vincent & Son 

Builder John Grainger; R P Vincent & Son 

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The Supreme Court was officially opened in 1903 and has been the principal Court in Western Australia since 
that time.  It represents the almost continuous association of the Supreme Court with the site. The building was 
designed by Chief Architect of the Public Works Department John Grainger. The same builders who had 
constructed Government House Ballroom also constructed the Supreme Court. As a result of its construction the 
former commissariat store which was located on the property was demolished. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

4. Social and civic activities - 403 Law and order 
4. Social and civic activities - 408 Institutions 
6. People - 602 Early settlers 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.3 Developing Institutions 
7. Governing - 7.6 Administering Australia  
7. Governing - 7.6.4 Dispensing Justice 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is of aesthetic significance as an excellent example of the work of John Grainger and as an example 
of the Federation Academic Classical architectural style used in the major public buildings in the early 1900's. 
The place is of scientific value since its construction was a major technical design achievement on the edge of 
the river in the early 1900's.   
The place is of social significance representing the highest court in the City and the State.  
The Supreme Court is a unique and a rare example of a large public building designed in the Federation 
Academic Classical style in the early 20th century in Perth which has remained used for its initial purpose since 
that time. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The Supreme Court is a unique and a rare example of a large public building designed in the Federation 
Academic Classical style in the early 20th century in Perth which has remained used for its initial purpose since 
that time. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is of scientific value since its construction was a major technical design achievement on the edge of 
the river in the early 1900's. 

 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is of social significance representing the highest court in the City and the State. 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is of aesthetic significance as an excellent example of the work of John Grainger and as an example 
of the Federation Academic Classical architectural style used in the major public buildings in the early 1900's. 
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HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity High 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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Supreme Court Heritage Issues Affecting Alterations and Reuse by Glen Buckley (1993) prepared for the BMA; 
G Seddon and D Ravine "A City and Its Setting;  
Images of Perth Western Australia" Fremantle Art Centre  Press 1986 p162 I Hocking M Blackwell and G 
O'Mara "Conservation Plan for the Supreme Court Precinct prepared for the Crown Law Department 1993; 
Kevin Palassis Architect " Assessment of Significant Fabric Supreme Court Perth WA" prepare for the BMA 
1995;  
Kevin Palassis Architect "Supreme Court Building of Western Australia, signage Policy prepared for CAM's on 
behalf of Ministry of Justice 1998;  
R McK Campbell "Perth Supreme Court Conservation Management Plan Report Draft 1989;  
Russell Enid A History of the Law in Western Australia and its Development from 1829 to 1979 University Press 
1980;  
Supreme Court and Gardens Conservation Plan (1998) by Heritage and Conservation Professionals 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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