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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Old Court House

Street Address "SUPREME COURT", 4 Barrack Street, PERTH WA 6000

Location Description Lot 301 DP 42261

Other Names Francis Burt Law Centre; Legal Education Centre; Law Society
Building

Historical Street Address 4 Barrack Street; 2 Barrack Street; 33 Barrack Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 1948

COP Property Key 177064

Property Titles Lot 301 DP 42261 RESV18391 A Class, Lot 300 DP 42261 RESV18392
A Class

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001
Local Heritage List 20/12/1985

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No
Other Listings National Trust
Heritage ID-1948 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022
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Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan 01/01/1992 TRIM ID P1707257 Original;
01/09/1998 TRIM ID P17006294 Original,
01/08/2007 TRIM ID P17009314 Original;
01/08/1993 TRIM ID P1702995 (Precinct)

Original Construction Year 1836; 1837 (1836 - 1837)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE ‘

Original - General Use Governmental
Original - Specific Use Courthouse
Present - General Use Governmental
Present - Specific Use Museum
Integrity - Summary Medium

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION ‘

Architectural Style 1 General Old Colonial Period (1829-c. 1840)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Georgian

Architectural Style 2 General

Architectural Style 2 Specific

Archaeology

Physical Description

Georgian style building with a symmetrical facade of hipped roof. Portico distinguished by classical columns.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Painted
Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Stone - Slate
Architect HW Reveley
Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

The building was erected on the banks of the Swan River as a Court House between 1836-1837 at a cost of 736
pounds when many of the colony's population still lived in wattle and daub huts. The designer was the colony's
first civil engineer Mr. Henry Willey Reveley.

Besides usual court proceedings, classes were held there from 1847 to 1850 as the first Perth Boys School until
they moved to St Georges Terrace. Christians went to church there until St. George's' Church was completed in
1842 and the colony's first public concert was held in the Court House in 1845. In 1867, the Court House had
deteriorated measurably, but it remained a court venue until 1879, after which it was used for 16 years as a
government store, then again as a reserve Supreme Court. From 1905-1965 it was the Arbitration Court. It has
been the offices of the Law Society of W.A. In 1987 the Francis Burt legal education centre was established in
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the building and it is open to the public as a museum.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4. Social and civic activities - 403 Law and order
4. Social and civic activities - 405 Sport, recreation and entertainment
6. People - 602 Early settlers

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

7. Governing - 7.6 Administering Australia
7. Governing - 7.6.4 Dispensing Justice
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.1.3 Developing public parks and gardens

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ‘

The place is the oldest public building in the City. The place is historically important for its part in early life in
W.A.

The place has social significance for its use as Law Court, Church, School, theatre, Concert hall and
"Community Centre".

The place is rare as it is the only surviving example in Perth of Reveley's work.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is the oldest public building in the City. The place is historically important for its part in early life in
W.A.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place is rare as it is the only surviving example in Perth of Reveley's work.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The place has social significance for its use as Law Court, Church, School, theatre, Concert hall and
"Community Centre".

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history
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HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good
Building Fabric Authenticity High. The building has been restored.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

The OIld Court House Perth, Conservation Plan (1992) prepared for the Building Management Authority of
Western Australia and the Australian Heritage Commission by Ross Smith and Wendy Brady;

720.994 Australia's Heritage Sketchbook, (1976) pp 312-313 by Norris, K;

720.9941 COW Perth and Suburbs: Buildings Classified and Recorded by The National Trust, (1979) pp 11 by
Cownie, Marie and Stewart;

720.9941 HAR Vanishing Ink, (1975) pp 21-22. Hare, T,

720.9941 Western Australia: An Architectural Heritage, (1979) pp 33-48 by Williams, A E;

720.9941 WRI Western Laandmarks, (1978) pp 14-15 by Wright, R D and Smeed, H;

720.99441 WES Western Towns and Buildings, (1979) pp 19, 82, 85, 193 by Pitt Morrison, M and White, J
(Eds);

994.1 STA People of Perth, (1979) pp 30, 37, 320 by Stannage, C.T;

COP Heritage Places File 1.43B;

Q 720.994 COX Australian Colonial Architecture, (1978) pp 217, 218 by Cox, P and Lucas, C;

Q 720.994 SMI Treasures of Australia, (1983) pp 132. Smith, R and Flower, C;

Q 720.9941 EMA Portrait of Perth, (1977) by Emanuel, Cedric and Ward, Kirwan;

Q720.9 OLD Western Heritage, (1967) pp 5, 7, 12, 13, 17, 34, 35, 87 App C, F by Oldham, R and J;

R 720.9941 HER Heritage of Western Australia, (1989) pp 34-35;

THESIS New Architecture of the Gold Boom in Western Australia: Government Buildings Under the direction of
G. T.Poole 1885-1897. 1990 pp 228 by Van Bremen, I. At

UWA http://inherit.stateheritage.wa.gov.au/Admin/apiffile/4ea43adf-97f7-6127-98fe-b573d3f941b9

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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