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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name The State Buildings - Central Government Offices (fmr)

Street Address "OLD TREASURY BUILDING", 28 Barrack Street, PERTH WA 6000

Location Description

Other Names Foundation Park; R&I Bank of WA; Central Government Office; Old
Treasury Buildings

Historical Street Address 28 Barrack Street PERTH WA 6000; 50-58 Barrack Street; 54-58

Barrack Street; 589 Hay Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 4275

COP Property Key 175158

Property Titles Lot 557 DP 73153 RESV7123 A Class
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings
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Heritage Agreement 23/05/2012 TRIM ID 91345/12

Conservation Management Plan 01/04/1994 TRIM ID P1701448 Draft;
01/09/1992 TRIM ID P16707247 Draft Summary;
01/03/1997 TRIM ID P1709976 (Precinct) Vol 1;
01/03/1997 TRIM ID P1707215-1 (Precinct) Vol 2 C1;
01/03/1997 TRIM ID P1707215-2 (Precinct) Vol 2 C2;
01/04/1997 TRIM ID P1703027 Draft

Original Construction Year 1874; 1905 (1874 - 1907)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Governmental
Original - Specific Use

Present - General Use Commercial
Present - Specific Use

Integrity - Summary Medium

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General Victorian (c.1840-c.1890)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Second Empire
Architectural Style 2 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 2 Specific Free Classical
Archaeology

Physical Description

A complex of government offices fronting Cathedral Ave and St. George's Tce constructed between 1874 &
1905. The first two floors of the west and east wings of the treasury building were designed by RR Jewell in the
Victorian Georgian Style. The southern wing (GPO) the Lands and Surveys Building and the third floors of the
east and west wings of the treasury were designed by Poole, Grainger and Beasley in the Victorian Second
Empire Style. The Titles Office (north wing) designed by Poole in the Federation Free Classical style breaks
continuity of the Victorian Second Empire style used throughout the rest of the complex.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Handmade
Walls 2 Material

Roof Material
Architect George Temple Poole; Hilson Beasley; John Grainger; Richard Roach Jewell

Builder

Other Associations

The Central Government Offices are a complex of Victorian public buildings erected from 1874 to ¢ 1905. The
northern half of the west wing was commenced in 1874, and in 1882 the lower two storeys of the east wing were
built. Two sections were designed by the contemporary government architect, R.R Jewell. The section linking
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these two wings was built from 1887 to 1890 to designs by G T Poole and was at that time used for the General
Post Office. The third storey was added in 1896, 1903 and 1905. The north-eastern section of the complex was
built in 1896, also under Poole's supervision The present imposing complex is a unified group in the Victorian
Second Empire style (except for the north-eastern section which is in a Federation Free Classical style) with
mellow brickwork, elaborate stuccoed decoration and projecting pilasters. This group of early civic buildings
occupies nearly an entire city block.

The location of Central Government offices was one of the first locations to be developed after the colony was
granted Representative Government in 1890. The first buildings to be built were for government use including a
barracks and armoury. After this, a post office was established on the site and the Town Hall was constructed
between 1867 and 1870. The Treasury building construction started in 1874 with a southern wing added in
1889. The Lands Department building was constructed in 1893 and the Titles office was built in 1897 to
accommodate the staff who were surveying land and providing titles for it as a result of the Gold Boom when
more land was being developed. All three buildings were designed by George Temple Poole. The buildings were
all altered in the early twentieth century to provide more office space for these departments. In the second half
of the twentieth century Government departments moved from the building for new buildings and the site was
vacant for twenty years. In 2011 works began on the site’s redevelopment for a luxury hotel and Government
offices in a new tower, restaurant and retail spaces on the ground floor. These works resulted in the demolition
of some of the original parts of the buildings

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME ‘

1. Demographic Settlement and Mobility - 107 Settlements
4. Social and Civic Activities - 401 Government and politics

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

7. Governing - 7.2 Developing institutions of self-government and democracy
7. Governing - 7.6 Administering Australia
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The principal buildings within the Civic Precinct are closely associated with numerous notable persons and
events in the history of local and State administration.

The place is associated with the symbolic felling of a tree in 1829 to mark the foundation of the Swan River
Colony.

The principal buildings within the precinct, the Town Hall and the Central Government Offices, are fine examples
of the aesthetic character of nineteenth century colonial administrative offices.

Within the precinct, the Town Hall is associated with the State's history of convict transportation, and the Central
Government Offices with the later period of self-government.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE ‘
HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is associated with the symbolic felling of a tree in 1829 to mark the foundation of the Swan River
Colony.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The principal buildings within the precinct, the Town Hall and the Central Government Offices, are fine examples
of the aesthetic character of nineteenth century colonial administrative offices.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The principal buildings within the Civic Precinct are closely associated with numerous notable persons and
events in the history of local and State administration. Within the precinct, the Town Hall is associated with the
State's history of convict transportation, and the Central Government Offices with the later period of self-
government.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good
Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as the place has been changed internally.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

720.9941 COW Perth and Suburbs - Buildings Classified and Recorded by the National Trust (1979), pp 13 by
Cownie, Marie and Stewart;

720.9941 HAR Vanishing Ink, (1975) pp 72. Hare.T,;

720.9941 WES Western Towns and Buildings (1979), pp 113, 138, 139, 200, 203, 218, 270 by Pitt Morrison, M
and White, J (Ed); Central Government Offices Conservation Plan Building Management Authority (for
Government Property Office 1994);

PHD Thesis (UWA) New Architecture of the Gold Boom in W.A. Government Buildings under direction G.T.
Poole, (1990) pp 171-178 by Van Breman, I;

Q 709.941: 1988 Essays of Art and Architecture in W.A. (1988) pp 78-79, 80, 81,

Q 720.9 Architecture in Western Australia, (1958) by Royal Australian Architects;

Q 720.9 OLD Western Heritage (1967), pp 17, 34, 70, 72-74, App Cby Oldham, R. J;

Q 720.994 AUS Historic Public Buildings of Australia, (1971) pp 242-247;

Q 720.994 SMI Treasures Of Australia, (1983) pp 131 by Smith, R and Flower, C;

Q 720.9941 OLD George Temple- Poole (1980), pp 111-118 by Oldham, Ray and John;
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Q 720.99411 EMA Portraits of Perth, (1977) by Cedric, Emanuel and Ward, Kirwan; HCWA Assessment,
Australian Heritage Council 'The Heritage of Western Australia’, MacMillan, 1989, p 34
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