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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Nicholson's Building 

Street Address 86-90 Barrack Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 86-90 Barrack Street; 86 Barrack Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot P12 

Place ID 27212 

COP Property Key 175173 

Property Titles Lot 22 D 48596 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List  

Local Heritage Area Barrack Street (Adopted 05/08/2009) 

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Contributory 

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  
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Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year c1900 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Commercial 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Commercial 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific  

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

The building has been completely modified at ground level. New shop fillings have been installed and the walls 
covered with black granite.  
The facade to upper floors comprises a modern metallic grille that may conceal original elements behind. The 
height and perimeter of the building remain approximately intact. 
 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Metal  

Walls 2  Material Glass 

Roof Material Metal – Corrugated iron 

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Barrack Street was a famous area for its restaurants and Jazz music clubs. Built c.1897, the building was 
occupied by Nicholson’s music store from the 1930s. The business was well known for the sale of musical 
instruments as well as tuition. The building was occupied by an electrical store in the 1960s.  
Since the 1960s the building has been extensively altered and the original façade removed or concealed behind 
a metal screen. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.19 Marketing and retailing 
 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has historical value as a commercial building constructed in Perth c. 1897 during the period of 
expansion and development that followed the gold rush of the 1890s.  
It contributes to the Barrack Street streetscape. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place has historical value as a commercial building constructed in Perth c. 1897 during the period of 
expansion and development that followed the gold rush of the 1890s.  

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

It contributes to the Barrack Street streetscape. 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
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HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity  
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Some/moderate – Category 3 – Contributes to the heritage of the locality. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  

   

Nicholson's Building 86-90 Barrack Street Heritage Place Assessment Barrack Street Conservation Area, 2009, 
Heritage and Conservation Professionals 
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Initial date  
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