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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Railway Hotel Facade & Balcony (fmr) 

Street Address "BARRACK PLAZA", Lot 1-54/138 Barrack Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names Railway Hotel remains of façade& balconies; Centenary Building 

Historical Street Address 138 Barrack Street PERTH WA 6000; 130-152 Barrack Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 1959 

COP Property Key 187856 

Property Titles Lot 1-54 SP 45238 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 22/04/1991 

Local Heritage Area Barrack Street (Adopted 05/08/2009) 

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Contributory 

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 
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Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1847; 1900 (1847 - 1902) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Hotel, Tavern or Inn 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Commercial 

Integrity - Summary Low 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Three storied facade with colonnade and colosseum motif; street facade embellished with florid motifs. 
 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material  

Architect Porter & Thomas 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

A hotel was located on this site since 1847 and through that time has been known as the Commercial Hotel, 
Romayne’s Hotel and then the Railway Hotel. The hotel was located very close to the Fremantle to Guildford 
railway which was opened in 1881. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.23 Catering for tourists 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The facade is of aesthetic significance for its commanding presence in the Barrack Street streetscape. Its 
central position, outstanding decoration and height make it a critical unifying element in the group of buildings in 
which it sits.  
The design of the facade is attributed to the architects Porter and Thomas, who are significant in the history of 
architecture in Western Australia as the designers of the Palace Hotel.  
The facade represents a rare example of its stylistic type in Perth. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The facade represents a rare example of its stylistic type in Perth. 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The facade is of aesthetic significance for its commanding presence in the Barrack St. streetscape. Its central 
position, outstanding decoration and height make it a critical unifying element in the group of buildings in which it 
sits. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The design of the facade is attributed to the architects Porter and Thomas, who are significant in the history of 
architecture in Western Australia as the designers of the Palace Hotel. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 
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CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Fair 

Building  Fabric Authenticity Low level of authenticity as only the facade remains. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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COP Heritage Places File 1.51/130 
Register of Heritage Places -Permanent Entry Railway Hotel, Perth 1993 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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