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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Phineas Seeligson's (fmr) 

Street Address 143 Barrack Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names Perth City Loans Office 

Historical Street Address 143 Barrack Street PERTH WA 6000 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 1961 

COP Property Key 176935 

Property Titles Lot 8 P 452 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/02/1989 

Local Heritage Area Barrack Street (Adopted 05/08/2009) 

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Contributory 

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/02/2009 TRIM ID P1600934-01 Original Copy 1; 
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01/02/2009 TRIM ID P1600934-02 Original Copy 2; 
01/02/2009 TRIM ID 100170/09 Original Copy 3;  
01/02/2009 TRIM ID 100171/09 Original Copy 4 

Original Construction Year 1890 (1888 - 1892) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Romanesque 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Narrow three-storied building with parapet gable (which features a pair of double hung sash windows set under 
moulded arches), balconies and decorative embellishment to entablature. The first floor features a pair of 
glazed panel doors with fanlights above which originally opened out onto the balcony of a verandah which has 
been dismantled (remnants of the verandah's original cast iron decoration guard the doors). The original shop 
front to the ground floor has been modernised over the years. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Brick - Painted 

Walls 2  Material Brick - Rendered 

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The building is of architectural interest in terms of its approach to achieving a functional design on a very narrow 
site. It is illustrative of how the business classes worked and lived in late nineteenth century Perth. Previously 
known as Seeligson's building and at one time, a pawn shop. COP Heritage Places File 1.34/143. Barrack 
Street was so named because it is located adjacent to the parade ground and barracks set aside in the original 
planning of Perth for officers and soldiers. This area extended from S. George's Terrace to Hay S. and from 
Barrack St to Pier St. The barrack ground formed the buffer in the original plan for Perth between the western 
commercial area and the eastern administrative part of town. The area later became the site for various 
government buildings including the Town Hall in 1867. Barrack St was subdivided in the 1890's. A number of 
lots with narrow frontages were created but a number of investors bought adjacent lots in order to develop larger 
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buildings. (Extracted from G. Seddon & D. Ravine; A City and Its Setting; Fremantle 1986) Until the 1880's, the 
town centre was characterised by the establishment of small cottages, shops and small businesses and was 
rural in character. The expansion of commerce following the discovery of gold in the 1890's put pressure on land 
in the centre of Perth with the result that most residential uses were displaced in favour of commercial 
development. During the 1890's and early 19900's the centre of Perth was substantially rebuilt. The period of 
expansion in Perth coincided with a period of economic depression in the eastern states, in particular Victoria. 
As a result, there was substantial migration from Victoria to W.A. This migration included businessmen, 
architects and builders, all of whom had a considerable influence on the development of the city.  
Phineas Seeligson became a pawnbroker in 1887 and had a business on Murray Street. Pawnbrokers were 
used frequently by working families to meet their living needs which weren’t covered by wages. This building 
was the second branch of his business and was opened on c1894 and was purpose built for Seeligson. It was 
designed by architect Henry (Harry Stirling Trigg who was the first architect born and trained in WA. The 
business was sold to Albert T Jones in 1898 who operated it from the building until 1930. The building contained 
living accommodation upstairs. Phineas Seeligson owned the building during this time and trustees owned it 30 
years after his death as stipulated in his will. Seeligson was part of the Jewish community and made many 
bequeaths to community groups in his will. After Jones moved his business to Beaufort Street the building was 
used as a Chinese restaurant in 1930, then a smallgoods shop which opened in 1931. From then it has had 
many different uses including retail shops, pawnbroker, ANZ bank and barber shop. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries  
6. People - 603 Local heroes and battlers 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.18.2 Banking and lending 
3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.19 Marketing and retailing 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is a fine example of Federation Romanesque architecture and has a high degree of aesthetic value 
with its ornamental façade and high pitched gable making a distinctive and striking addition to the eclectic 
northern end of the Barrack Street streetscape. 
The place is the only purpose-built pawnbroker building known to exist in Western Australia. 
The place was designed by Henry (Harry) Stirling Trigg, the first architect born and trained in Western Australia. 
The place was constructed for pawnbroker Phineas Seeligson, a philanthropist and prominent leader in the 
Jewish community. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place was designed by Henry (Harry) Stirling Trigg, the first architect born and trained in Western Australia. 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place is the only purpose-built pawnbroker building known to exist in Western Australia. 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is a representative example of a commercial building constructed in Perth during the period of 
development and consolidation following the gold boom. 
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a fine example of Federation Romanesque architecture and has a high degree of aesthetic value 
with its ornamental façade and high pitched gable making a distinctive and striking addition to the eclectic 
northern end of the Barrack Street streetscape. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place was constructed for pawnbroker Phineas Seeligson, a philanthropist and prominent leader in the 
Jewish community. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Fair 

Building  Fabric Authenticity Moderate level of authenticity as it is substantially intact above but the 
ground floor level has been altered. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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COP Heritage Places File 1.34/143;  
Old Perth Gaol Western Australian Museum Conservation Plan by Considine and Griffiths Architects and 
Palassis Architects. February 1997 
Register of Heritage Places Phineas Seeligson’s (fmr), Perth 2015 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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