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1966

NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Court Hotel
Street Address "COURT HOTEL", 50 Beaufort Street, PERTH WA 6000
Location Description Lot 501 DP 68990

Other Names
Historical Street Address 50 Beaufort Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 1966
COP Property Key 175667
Property Titles Lot 501 DP 68990

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register No
Commonwealth Listed No
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement
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Conservation Management Plan
Original Construction Year 1888 (1888 - 1888)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Commercial
Original - Specific Use Hotel, Tavern or Inn
Present - General Use Commercial
Present - Specific Use Hotel, Tavern or Inn
Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General Victorian (c.1840-c.1890)

Architectural Style 1 Specific Regency

Architectural Style 2 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 2 Specific Free Classical
Archaeology

Physical Description

Two storied commercial building with smooth render to street facades, prominent chimneys and corner
pediment. Double hung sash windows at first floor level.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Painted

Walls 2 Material Brick - Rendered
Roof Material Tile - Terracotta
Architect

Builder

Other Associations B C O'Brien - Publican

HISTORY

In 1992, ownership of Court Hotel was transferred to Rodney John Kelly. From around this time, the Hotel
shifted its focus to cater for a gay and lesbian clientele. Since then, Court Hotel has become a place of great
importance to these communities in Perth, being the venue of choice for a wide range of gay and lesbian social
functions and activities, although it was neither the first nor the only such venue.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Occupations - 311 Hospitality industry and tourism

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.19 Marketing and retailing
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is a rare and early example of a hotel within the City of Perth that has been continually used for its
original purpose since its construction in 1888.

The place is an important element of the predominantly late nineteenth and early twentieth century streetscape
vista north along Beaufort Street as viewed from the James Street Mall. Its massing and scale complement the
landmark buildings on the west side of Beaufort Street, including the Old Police Courts, the Western Australian
Museum, and the Swan Barracks.

The place was owned from ¢.1905 by B. C. O’Brien, the first Labor member of the Western Australian
Legislative Council, who served in Parliament from 1901 to 1904 and again from 1908 to 1914. He was publican
of the hotel from 1905 to 1938, and the hotel continued to be owned by the O’Brien’s family after his death until
¢.1950.

The place was used by the Western Australian Trade Union movement as an informal meeting place for most of
the twentieth century.

The place contributes to the community’s sense of place as a well- known building in the vicinity of the Perth
Cultural Centre.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE ‘

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is an important element of the predominantly late nineteenth and early twentieth century streetscape
vista north along Beaufort Street as viewed from the James Street Mall. Its massing and scale complement the
landmark buildings on the west side of Beaufort Street, including the Old Police Courts, the Western Australian
Museum, and the Swan Barracks.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place is a rare and early example of a hotel within the City of Perth that has been continually used for its
original purpose since its construction in 1888.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The place contributes to the community’s sense of place as a well- known building in the vicinity of the Perth
Cultural Centre.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place was owned from ¢.1905 by B. C. O’Brien, the first Labor member of the Western Australian
Legislative Council, who served in Parliament from 1901 to 1904 and again from 1908 to 1914. He was publican
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of the hotel from 1905 to 1938, and the hotel continued to be owned by the O’Brien’s family after his death until

€.1950.
The place was used by the Western Australian Trade Union movement as an informal meeting place for most of

the twentieth century

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair
Building Fabric Authenticity High. Generally intact with alterations to door and window openings. Awnings
not original.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Considerable — Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality.

REFERENCES

HCWA Assessment File 25623/03,;

RHP document P1966;

Visual Assessment;

Aerial photographs, Landgate;

Post Office Directories (State Library of Western Australia);

Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plans (Cons 4156/59 State Records Office of WA);
1999 Draft MHI, City of Perth.

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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