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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Delaney Gallery (fmr)

Street Address "BEAUFORT CENTRE", Lot 2-30/74-82 Beaufort Street, PERTH WA
6000

Location Description

Other Names Perth Trades Hall

Historical Street Address 74-82 Beaufort Street; 74 Beaufort Street; 80 Beaufort Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 8783
COP Property Key 175677
Property Titles Lot 1-35 SP 8921

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List 30/07/2004

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement
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Conservation Management Plan
Original Construction Year 1895 (1893 - 1897)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Commercial

Original - Specific Use Office or Administration Building
Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building
Integrity - Summary High

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Academic Classical

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Two storey building with symmetrical facade and simple parapet projecting. Full height central entry bay with a
segmental arch. Arched window and triangular pediment with ornate floral decoration to the first floor.
Rendered sills and architraves to windows which have elaborate timber framework to the ground floor.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered
Walls 2 Material Stone - Sandstone
Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron
Architect

Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

Perth Trades Hall (1912) was designed as an office building for the state executive of the Australian Labor
Party. It comprises 3 levels, 2 storeys above ground level and one lower ground level, and was the first purpose-
built headquarters for the then Metropolitan District Council of the Australian Labor Federation (MDC).The
building was constructed in 1911 as the office for the state executive of the Australian Labor Party. It was the
first purpose-built headquarters of the then Metropolitan District Council of the Australian Labor Federation. This
organisation represented the interests if the all the unions members in Perth and undertake administrative roles.
The Trades Hall building was also to be used for lectures and as a meeting place for union members. The
foundation stone was laid by the then Prime Minister Right Hon. Andrew Fisher PC in 1911 and was officially
opened in 1912. The building was extended in 1923 with the official opening of the Unity Hall/Theatre which was
used for official functions and social uses.

A rear extension from 1934 was demolished for the high rise building Curtin House. During the 1980s the unions
and Labor Party sold the building and the Delaney Gallery bought the building for use as an art gallery and office
space. In 2013 the building was purchased by the Construction Forestry Mining and Energy Union of Workers
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(CFMEU) and was again used for its original purpose.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 106 Workers (including Aboriginal, convict)

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

5. Working - 5.2 Organizing workers and work places
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.5 Forming associations

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place was built in 1912 as the first permanent headquarters of the Metropolitan District Council of the
Australian Labour Federation (MDC) and served as the base for both the industrial and political activities of the
Australian labour movement until 1985.The place was the first Trades Hall to be built in Perth, and the first one
to be built in Australia without Government assistance and is associated with the growth and development of
trade unionism and labour movements of Western Australia.

It is part of a group of significant places that includes the Western Australian Museum and former Art Gallery of
Western Australia designed in the Federation Romanesque style, the former Swan Barracks and to the south
the former Police Courts, now part of the Art Gallery of Western Australia and makes a strong visual contribution
to this significant context.

The place is a good example of a two storey masonry construction office building designed in the Federation
Romanesque style.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place was built in 1912 as the first permanent headquarters of the Metropolitan District Council of the
Australian Labour Federation (MDC) and served as the base for both the industrial and political activities of the
Australian labour movement until 1985.The place was the first Trades Hall to be built in Perth, and the first one
to be built in Australia without Government assistance and is associated with the growth and development of
trade unionism and labour movements of Western Australia.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community
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It is part of a group of significant places that includes the Western Australian Museum and former Art Gallery of
Western Australia designed in the Federation Romanesque style, the former Swan Barracks and to the south
the former Police Courts, now part of the Art Gallery of Western Australia and makes a strong visual contribution
to this significant context. The place is a good example of a two storey masonry construction office building
designed in the Federation Romanesque style.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good
Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it is largely as originally constructed with
detail intact.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

Visual Assessment

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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