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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name United Friendly Societies Building (fmr) & Ferguson Buildings

Street Address 84 Beaufort Street, PERTH WA 6000
86 Beaufort Street, PERTH WA 6000
88 Beaufort Street, PERTH WA 6000

Location Description

Other Names Court Wine Bar, Manchester Trading Co., Beaufort Street
Newsagency
Historical Street Address 88 Beaufort Street; 84-88 Beaufort Street; 84, 86 & 88 Beaufort

Street; 84-86 Beaufort Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 16486
COP Property Key 175690
Property Titles Lot 6 D 2302, Lot 5 D 2302

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List 5/08/2009

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution
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State Heritage Register No
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year 1905 (1903 - 1907)
Additional Construction Year (1)

Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Commercial

Original - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single)
Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single)
Integrity - Summary Medium

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Two storey commercial Brick building with Painted decorative usual effect. Simple parapet with pilasters and
central rectangular pediment with corbelled pilasters. Prominent cornice. Loss of original detail to ground floor
level. Awning is not original.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Painted

Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron
Architect

Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

Example of a commercial building constructed in Perth during the period of expansion and development that
followed the gold rush of the 1890's. In the early years of the Swan River colony the area to the north of Perth
(now known as Northbridge) was low lying and swampy was therefore settled more slowly than the better land
closer to the river. It was also further from the river port and the main means of transport.

A 1948 sewer plan show all three buildings in place, with a verandah along the east face of no. 84, and
outbuildings along the southern boundary that have since been removed, together with a further outbuilding
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towards the rear of the lot on the northern boundary. No. 86 has a small brick addition to the rear that has since
been removed. No. 88 has a small rear verandah and two additions to the rear on the southern boundary, with a
path leading to a closet at the rear of the lot.84 Beaufort Street In the early nineteenth century many friendly
societies were strongly associated with individual pubs or drinking dens, which in many towns were often the
only venues where a substantial body (of men) could meet. The association of society with venue could be so
strong that Foresters, Gardeners, Carters and others were still remembered in some public house names at the
end of the twentieth century. In fact, one strand of thought held that friendly societies arose directly from
'harmonious clubs' promoted at the end of the eighteenth century by the proprietors of public houses or inns
themselves. These clubs, otherwise, simply existing to facilitate drinking, organised welfare by 'passing the hat'.
In time members paid a regular subscription in return for welfare protection. From these clubs developed the
affiliated orders - Oddfellows, Buffaloes, Foresters, Shepherds, Druids and others. Many of these societies were
represented in Western Australia.

However, as ideas about temperance spread in the 19th century, some activists saw that there was an
advantage in linking temperance with mutual aid. Subscriptions could be lower when the effects of alcohol were
removed from the benefit equation. The International Order of Rechabites was one of the prominent temperance
friendly societies in Australia and Western Australia.

On the southern side of no. 84’s front elevation, there is a foundation stone that records “Erected by the
Metropolitan United Friendly Societies Dispensary and Association Trustees, T.L. Beauchamp, J.R. Bolt, H. Hall,
H.W. Knight, Building Committee H. Bromley, T.H. Quill, R.J. Dickson, H.J. Rex, J. O’'Donoghue, J.H. Wright
and A.H. Tillotson, President, F.A. Woodman Secretary. 1911. Wright Powell & Cameron Architects. Chapman
& First Contractors”.

On 8 August in the same year, the foundation stone for the first section of the new Trades Hall (later the
Delaney Gallery) at 74 Beaufort Street was laid by the then Prime Minister and leader of the Australian Labor
Party, the Right Hon. Andrew Fisher PC. The Australian Labor Party gradually acquired the intervening
properties and then 84-88 Beaufort Street, disposing of its interest in the mid 1980s.In about 1994, the
Androvski family acquired the place and in 1999 the owners were given consent to use the first floor of the
southern two buildings as offices.

No. 84 was fitted out as the Court Wine Bar in the 1980s.No 86Prior to 2009, no. 86 was used as Coffex and
prior to that, a white goods business trading as Turnbulls.No.88 Ferguson Building

No. 88 is first recorded in rate books in 1906 with the owner recorded as Duncan Ferguson, Newsagent. He is
also recorded as occupier until the 1913 Wise’s Post Office Directories, when Owen Bros Newsagents are
recorded as occupying the place, and Owen Bros continue to be recorded at the address until at lease 1926.In
2009, No. 88 is run as Beaufort News, continuing a long tradition, and the entire first floor functions as offices for
K2 Technology, which includes all three buildings.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.19 Marketing and retailing

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The group is a is a fine set of two storey buildings in the Federation Free Classical Style.

Court Wine Bar has historic significance representing the importance of Friendly Societies in the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries when it served as United Friendly Societies Dispensary and Association.

Court Wine Bar with its prominent United Friendly Societies bas relief building signage, is a visual reminder of
the once important friendly society movement.

Court Wine Bar is relatively uncommon for its use of a recessed first floor colonnade.

Court Wine Bar was designed as United Friendly Societies by prominent Western Australian architects Wright
Powell and Cameron architects.

The group of three buildings makes a significant visual and historic contribution to the southern end of Beaufort
Street, which also includes elements of the Western Australian Museum and Art Gallery.
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NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

Court Wine Bar has historic significance representing the importance of Friendly Societies in the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries when it served as United Friendly Societies Dispensary and Association.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

Court Wine Batr is relatively uncommon for its use of a recessed first floor colonnade.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

Court Wine Bar with its prominent United Friendly Societies bas relief building signage, is a visual reminder of
the once important friendly society movement.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The group is a is a fine set of two storey buildings in the Federation Free Classical Style. The group of three
buildings makes a significant visual and historic contribution to the southern end of Beaufort Street, which also
includes elements of the Western Australian Museum and Art Gallery.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

Court Wine Bar was designed as United Friendly Societies by prominent Western Australian architects Wright
Powell and Cameron architects.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair to Good

Building Fabric Authenticity Moderate level of authenticity as it has lost original detail at ground floor
level but is intact above.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE
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Considerable — Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality.

REFERENCES

Visual Assessment
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory (2001) Full Set

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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