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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Protestant Hall (fmr)

Street Address 160-162 Beaufort Street, PERTH WA 6000
Location Description

Other Names

Historical Street Address 160-162 Beaufort Street PERTH WA 6000

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 1969
COP Property Key 175717
Property Titles Lot 7 P 1330, Lot 5 P 1330

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001
Local Heritage List 20/06/1988

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings
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Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year 1895 (1893 - 1897)
Additional Construction Year (1)

Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Social/Recreational

Original - Specific Use Health

Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building
Integrity - Summary Medium

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Two storied building with steeply-pitched gabled roof and prominent pediment. Street facade embellished with
decorative stucco work including tourelles and decorative pilasters. Altered at street level.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered
Walls 2 Material Brick - Painted

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron
Architect

Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

The Protestant Alliance Friendly Society originated in Ballarat in the 1860s and was set up to provide for
members’ families if the member couldn’t work. Members were mostly working class including miners,
carpenters or miners. Friendly Societies were brought across to WA from the eastern states during the Gold
Boom of the 1890s. The land the building was built was owned by a group of men who were associated with the
Society which changed over time. The building was recorded in the 1902 rates book. In 1913 women were able
to join the Society. Up to World War Two most working class people belonged to a Friendly Society. The shops
at the front had multiple tenants during the 1940s and 1950s. Friendly Societies weren’t as important, and
membership declined after the Government provided social services and healthcare.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4. Social and civic activities - 404 Community services and utilities
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.26 Providing health services

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is a fine and relatively intact example of a two storey brick, stucco, and iron building, with very fine
interior spaces, in the Federation Free style.

The place provides evidence of the medical services and health insurance activities provided on a voluntary
basis by Friendly Societies.

The place is rare as an extant two-storey Federation-period hall designed to include shops.

The relief of William of Orange is an unusual feature in the facade of a Western Australian building and
contributes to the place’s distinctive appearance.

The place is rare as a surviving example of a hall built for a formerly dominant social phenomenon, the Friendly
Society.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place is rare as a surviving example of a hall built for a formerly dominant social phenomenon, the Friendly
Society.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is a fine and relatively intact example of a two storey brick, stucco, and iron building, with very fine
interior spaces, in the Federation Free style.

The place is rare as an extant two-storey Federation-period hall designed to include shops.

The relief of William of Orange is an unusual feature in the facade of a Western Australian building and
contributes to the place’s distinctive appearance.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place provides evidence of the medical services and health insurance activities provided on a voluntary
basis by Friendly Societies.
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HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair
Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as the building has lost original detail.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

Burswood Bridge and Road Project Northbridge Tunnel Area Heritage Assessment and Report by Ronald
Bodycoat AMLFRAIA Duncan Stephen and Mercer Architects East Perth Heritage Study by same as Below;
COP Heritage Places File 3.52/165;

Building Style

City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory (2001) Full Set

Register of Heritage Places Assessment document — Protestant Hall (fmr), 2005

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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