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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Semi-detached house (Demolished)
Street Address 54-56 Bennett Street, EAST PERTH WA 6004

Location Description

Other Names Bennett Street Group (52, 54, & 56)
Historical Street Address 54-56 Bennett Street

Historical Perth Town Lot E17

Place ID 27222

COP Property Key 176303

Property Titles Lot 5D 8122

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Historic Site
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register No
Commonwealth Listed No
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement
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Conservation Management Plan
Original Construction Year 1899 (1897 - 1901)
Additional Construction Year (1)

Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year 2003 (2003 - 2003)

INTEGRITY OF USE | |
Original - General Use Residential

Original - Specific Use Co-joined Residence

Present - General Use Residential

Present - Specific Use Co-joined Residence

Integrity - Summary

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION ‘
Architectural Style 1 General Victorian (c.1840-c.1890)

Architectural Style 1 Specific
Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Pair of semi-detached residential buildings with medium pitched hipped roof and verandah under a separate
roof. Extensive stucco decoration around door and window openings.

Single fronted cottages that remain substantially intact internally. Original skirtings, doors, fireplace, ceilings,
ceiling roses. Verandah enclosed north side if no 56.

One of a diminishing number of residential buildings dating from the late nineteenth and early twentieth century
in the Bennett Street/ /Goderich Street area.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered
Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Metal

Architect

Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

The homes built in Perth in the 1890's and early 1900's were generally larger and more elaborately detailed than
the earlier simple cottages they replaced. Although influence in their design by homes of Victoria in particular ,
due to the influx of migrants from the eastern states, houses in Perth tended to be constructed as single
detached, or sometimes Pairs of attached, houses, rather than the extensive rows of terraced houses found in
eastern Australia. Houses were generally single storey brick with corrugated iron roofs. Some more prestigious
homes had slate or tiled roofs. Stucco decoration was popular as was wrought iron lace and timber fretwork.
This building is believed to have been used for a boarding house for many years. 52 Bennett Street was built in
1898. [It was originally number 48, then 68, then 82, then 52 in ¢1907.] The first resident was Charles Book,
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followed by Mrs Ellen Archibald [widow] from 1899 to c1905. Then c1907 long-term owners and residents, the
Sloss family, resided there. Mr Othel Sloss was a sanitary contractor in the goldfields prior to moving to Perth.
Relative Wilhelmina Sloss was a pioneer woman of the goldfields. Another relative Moses Sloss married the
daughter of William Chipper, a likely relative of Don Chipper, undertaker, and Stephen Chipper, original owners
of Lot E17 and portion of Lot E18, the location of 52 Bennett Street. This connection is likely how the land came
to be transferred to Othel Sloss in 1905. Othel's' widowed wife Eliza Jane, lived at No. 52 from 1908 to ¢1925.
The place was then occupied by Miss Kate Davidson until c1936. New owner from 1946, Lewis J Polak
operated the place as 'apartments' c1949.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME ‘

4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.2 Making suburbs

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of an early pair of attached cottages dating from the
nineteenth century, prior to the period of commercial expansion that followed the gold rush.

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the way of life of the working people of Perth in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century.

The place is a representative example of a residential property in Perth dating from the late nineteenth to early
twentieth century.

The place represents the changing character of the Perth community from the gold rush settlement period to the
period of settlement by various ethnic communities, to the present.

The place is of aesthetic significance as an integral component of a group of residential buildings representing
the pattern of settlement in Perth from the late nineteenth century, prior to the period of commercial expansion
that followed the gold rush.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE
HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place was of historic significance because it reflects the way of life of the working people of Perth in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

The place was a representative example of a residential property in Perth dating from the late nineteenth to
early twentieth century.

The place represented the changing character of the Perth community from the gold rush settlement period to
the period of settlement by various ethnic communities, to the present.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations
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HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place was of aesthetic significance as an example of an early pair of attached cottage dating from the
nineteenth century, prior to the period of commercial expansion that followed the gold rush.

The place was of aesthetic significance as an integral component of a group of residential buildings
representing the pattern of settlement in Perth from the late nineteenth century, prior to the period of commercial

expansion that followed the gold rush.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the

decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair
Building Fabric Authenticity Form intact but various alterations to the facade over the history of the
building.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

E - Historic Site

REFERENCES

Visual Assessment
'Profile of Pioneer,' Battye Library monograph, p. 29. Battye Library Biographical index;

Certificate of Title, DOLA. Certificate of Title, DOLA, Vol. 1049, Fol. 147.
Wise's Post Office Directories, 1898, 1899, 1900, 1905, 1907-1910, 1915, 1920, 1935, 1930, 1935/6, 1940/41,

1949.
DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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