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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name
Street Address

Location Description

Other Names

Historical Street Address
Historical Perth Town Lot
Place ID

COP Property Key
Property Titles

St Bartholomew’s Church and East Perth Cemetery
"EAST PERTH CEMETERY", 2 Bronte Street, EAST PERTH WA 6004

Cnr Plain and Bronte Streets, 2 Bronte Street and 200 Wickham
Street, East Perth Lot 767 on Deposited Plan 163183 being Reserve
34768 and the whole of the land contained in Crown Land Title
Volume LR3062 Folio 575 Lot 1091 on Deposited Plan 193327 being
Reserve 21054 and the whole of the land contained in Crown Land
Title Volume LR3109 Folio 919 Lot 1093 on Diagram 90897 being
Reserve 45144 and the whole of the land contained in Crown Land
Title Volume LR3069 Folio 111 Lot 1090 on Deposited Plan 193327
being Reserve 25631 and the whole of the land contained in Crown
Land Title Volume LR3109 Folio 918

East Perth Cemetery, East Perth Cemetery & St Bartholomew’s
Church

2 Bronte Street EAST PERTH WA 6004

2164
177678
Lot 1091 P 193327 RESV21054 A Class

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type

Local Heritage Survey
Local MHI - Draft
Local MHI - Adopted

Individual Building or Group
28/03/2023
13/03/2001
13/03/2001
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Local Heritage List 20/12/1985
Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No
Other Listings National Trust

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan 01/01/2005 TRIM ID 148691/16 Original
Original Construction Year 1829 (1829 - 1829)

Additional Construction Year (1)

Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Monument/Cemetery

Original - Specific Use

Present - General Use Religious
Present - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel
Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General Victorian (c.1840-c.1890)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Rustic Gothic

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

The cemetery comprises of a number of formerly separated denominational burial grounds dating from 1829 and
a mortuary chapel in the Church of England Cemetery later used as a Parish Church. The site is now
designated Disused Burial Ground.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Common
Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Timber - Shingle
Architect

Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

In 1842 the property was allocated to be used as a burial site. The cemetery was open to Church of England
initially, then was open to Roman Catholic, Congregational, Wesley churches, then Jewish community. In 1871
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the chapel was designed by Richard Roach Jewell and located in the Church of England section. In 1897
Karrakatta cemetery was allocated as an alternative to East Perth which people were concerned about as a
health hazard. By 1899 East Perth cemetery was designated as a disused cemetery. Approximately 10,000
people were buried there, with only 800 headstones remaining. In 1910 some of the disused area of the
cemetery had been sold for housing. There was public concern that the cemetery was in a bad state of repair
and two local residents lobbied for fundraising to maintain the cemetery. St Bartholomew’s Church was still in
use into the 1970s even though it was deteriorating during this time. In the 1950s some of the land from the
Presbyterian, Jewish and Chinese sections was given to the Education Department for use by Perth Girls
School.

In the 1990s a fence was erected around the perimeter, a memorial to the Chinese people buried in the
cemetery was placed inside the grounds and the Jewish cemetery was set aside as a reserve. Restored
headstones were placed in this area. The whole cemetery is vested with the National Trust. A small portion is a
park and is vested to the City of Perth.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 107 Settlements
4. Social and civic activities - 404 Community services and utilities
4. Social and civic activities - 406 Religion6. People - 602 Early settlers

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1 Planning urban settlements

. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.6.2 Maintaining religious traditions and ceremonies
. Marking the Phases of Life - 9.7 Dying

. Marking the Phases of Life - 9.7.1 Dealing with human remains

. Marking the Phases of Life - 9.7.2 Mourning the dead

. Marking the Phases of Life - 9.7.3 Remembering the dead

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is rare as a group of intact colonial cemeteries located within the central business district of an
Australian capital city.

The place has important associations with early colonial settlers from the 1830s to the 1890s, including
government administrators, well-known families, religious leaders and other prominent people involved in the
development of colonial Perth.

The place contains a wide range of memorials, which reflect the traditions, and trends of different religious
denominations until the late nineteenth century, including particularly fine examples that demonstrate the skill,
artistry and craftsmanship of their time.

The place has the potential to yield information, through archaeological investigation, relating to the population
of the State, such as life expectancy, family size, religious affiliation, ethnicity, and genealogy.

St Bartholomew’s Church is the only example of a mortuary chapel constructed in Western Australia, which was
later converted for use as a parish church.

The place contributes to the community’s sense of place as a tangible reminder of the contribution of early
settlers to the development of Perth.

The place has landmark quality on a hill top site, and its dry, ‘rural style’ landscape setting offers an experience
of isolation and tranquillity that is unique in an area now surrounded by urban development.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

© ©O© © ©O©

The place contributes to the community’s sense of place as a tangible reminder of the contribution of early
settlers to the development of Perth.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place is rare as a group of intact colonial cemeteries located within the central business district of an
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Australian capital city. St Bartholomew’s Church is the only example of a mortuary chapel constructed in
Western Australia, which was later converted for use as a parish church.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

The place has the potential to yield information, through archaeological investigation, relating to the population
of the State, such as life expectancy, family size, religious affiliation, ethnicity, and genealogy.

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place contains a wide range of memorials, which reflect the traditions, and trends of different religious
denominations until the late nineteenth century, including particularly fine examples that demonstrate the skill,
artistry and craftsmanship of their time. The place has landmark quality on a hill top site, and its dry, ‘rural style’
landscape setting offers an experience of isolation and tranquillity that is unique in an area now surrounded by
urban development.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place has important associations with early colonial settlers from the 1830s to the 1890s, including
government administrators, well-known families, religious leaders and other prominent people involved in the
development of colonial Perth.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good

Building Fabric Authenticity The place has a high level of authenticity.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

‘Conservation Plan: East Perth Cemeteries’, prepared by Fiona Bush, Philip Palmer & Ronald Bodycoat for the
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National Trust of Australia (WA) in January 2005.
COP Heritage Places File 3.109A,
MRA Register of Heritage Places Assessment document — East Perth Cemeteries, 2020

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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