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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS
Place Name House (fmr)
Street Address 77 Brown Street, EAST PERTH WA 6004
Location Description Lot 152 D 65765

Other Names
Historical Street Address 77 Brown Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 26967
COP Property Key 176499
Property Titles Lot 152 D 65765

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register No
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year 1895 (1895 - 1895)

Additional Construction Year (1)
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Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

Original - Specific Use Single Storey Residence
Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Commercial

Integrity - Summary Low

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Other - see Physical Description

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Single storey building with a door on the facade and an awning.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Painted
Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Metal - Steel
Architect

Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

Although East Perth was included on the plan for Perth from earliest surveys, the area remained substantially
undeveloped until the period of expansion that accompanied the gold rush. Part of the area had been
designated for cemetery purposes which probably detracted from its attractiveness for settlement. In 1884 East
Perth has a population of 600 in 112 houses set amongst fruit and vegetable gardens and paddocks. By 1894
the population had more than doubled to 1300 residents and 245 houses and by 1904 it had increased to 6000
occupants’ of 1066 houses.

East Perth developed as an industrial area in the mid-late nineteenth century when brickworks were established
in the area. Later an abattoir and the gas works were amongst the industries established. The presence of
industries provided employment but also reduced the general attractiveness of the area for residential purposes.
Despite this some grander homes were built in prominent locations in the area. Like Northbridge, the character
of the area changed though the twentieth century as the population varied as a result of migration. The small,
single room-width house at No. 77 Brown Street is one of a few remaining houses on the street. It is a
vernacular style, built in 1913. The first occupant listed in the Post Office Directories was William Nimmo. The
1948 Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plan shows that there are factories and houses along the south side of
Brown Street between Glyde Street and Jewell Street. Correlation with the Post Office Directory of 1949 shows
that Mrs Ratcliffe, Optometrist, lived at No. 77, and adjacent was Mrs | Ratcliffe, Fuel Dealer, (the plan labels
this a Wood Yard), with Mr Charles Ratcliffe living at No. 81. West of this was a factory, Western Hat
Manufacturing Co. and to the east of No. 77 was another factory, Modern Furnishing Co. The north side of
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Brown Street in this block was all residences. In the 1990s No. 77 was a lunch bar. It was named ‘Food Fair on
Brown Street’ in April 2016. A real estate advertisement in May 2021 advertising the place for sale has internal
photos which shows it has no original internal form as a house. In 2022, there is a roller door in place of the
door.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 111 Depression and boom
3. Occupations - 306 Domestic activities

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of
settlements, towns & cities

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place has historic significance as a surviving example of a worker's cottage in an area that became
increasingly industrial after the 1890s.

It represents the way of life of the working class of Perth in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century.
The place is recognisable as a former house but has been heavily modified.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place has historic significance as a surviving example of a worker's cottage in an area that became
increasingly industrial after the 1890s.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

It represents the way of life of the working class of Perth in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century.
The place is recognisable as a former house but has been heavily modified.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history
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HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair

Building Fabric Authenticity Low.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Little — Category 4 - Has elements or values worth noting for community interest but otherwise makes little
contribution.

REFERENCES

East Perth Heritage Study Prepared for the East Perth Redevelopment Authority by Ronald Bodycoat
AMLFRAIA Duncan Stephen and Mercer Architects;

MRA; Visual Assessment; Aerial photographs, Western Australian Land Information Authority (Landgate);
Post Office Directories (State Library of Western Australia);

Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plans (Cons 4156/51-51A, State Records Office of WA); lan Kelly; 'The
Development of Housing in Perth (1890- 1915)". Unpub. Thesis UWA 1992;

State Library of WA photo 315835PD;
For Sale ad: https://www.realcommercial.com.au/sold/property-77-brown-street-east-perth-wa-6004-503763850.

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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