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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Jacob's Ladder

Street Address “JACOB'S LADDER PARK", 3 Cliff Street, WEST PERTH WA 6005
Location Description Cliff Street - Between Cliff Street North and Cliff Street South

Other Names
Historical Street Address Cliff Street; 3 Cliff Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 16501
COP Property Key 174367
Property Titles Lot 7 D 25466

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Other Structure
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List 29/01/2008

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register No
Commonwealth Listed No
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan
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Original Construction Year (1909 - 1909)
Additional Construction Year (1) 1970 - 1970
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Park/Reserve

Original - Specific Use

Present - General Use Park/Reserve
Present - Specific Use

Integrity - Summary High
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General

Architectural Style 1 Specific
Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Reinforced concrete stairs with tubular steel rails and concrete block walls.

Walls 1 Material Concrete

Walls 2 Material Concrete - Reinforced
Roof Material

Architect

Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

The existing structure replaces an earlier timber stair structure. According to Mrs Vera McLean of Colin Grove,
the jarrah stairway joining Mount Street and Mounts Bay Road was named by the late David Carmichael of
Bellevue Terrace. Mr Carmichael who lived with his wife in a cabin below the Mount had more reason than most
to be grateful for its construction. Possibly remembering the long walk round the foot of Mount Eliza and up to
Kings Park Mrs McLean said, he remarked to my father when it was being built that it really was a Jacob's
ladder to heaven (taken from Genesis).

The stairway was 141 feet long with 221 steps and built in 1909 by the West Perth firm Joseph Huck and Sons
for 171/1 pounds. Plans were drawn by the City Engineer Henry Thomas Haynes. The Perth City Council
undertook repairs in 1937 and again in 1947. (West Australian 6 Oct 1964 Alex Harris). It is understood that the
timber stairs burnt down and were replaced with the current concrete stairs in 1970.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4. Social and civic activities - 405 Sport, recreation and entertainment
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.1 Organising recreation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place demonstrates social significance representing the most recent of a sequence of public stairs in this
location.

The route has been a public access from Kings Park and Mount Eliza and has a current association with fitness
and endurance training.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The route has been a public access from Kings Park and Mount Eliza and has a current association with fithess
and endurance training.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The place demonstrates social significance representing the most recent of a sequence of public stairs in this
location.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant
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CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair
Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Considerable — Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality.

REFERENCES
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory (2001) Full Set

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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