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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Lexbourne House (including garden & surrounding wall) 

Street Address "LAWTON HOUSE", 18 Colin Street, WEST PERTH WA  6005 

Location Description Cnr Colin Grove 

Other Names Lawton Hostel 

Historical Street Address 18 Colin Street; 24 Colin Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2905 

COP Property Key 174447 

Property Titles Lot 2 D 2690, Lot 3 D 2690, Lot 5 D 2690, Lot 105 DP 35451, Lot 102 
DP 26218, Lot 103 DP 26218 

 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 31/12/1999 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 13/04/1992 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1910 (1908 - 1912) 
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Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Residential 

Original - Specific Use Two Storey Residence 

Present - General Use Residential 

Present - Specific Use Two Storey Residence 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Two storey brick and tile mansion with brick chimneys with rendered corbelling and terracotta pots. Expensive 
use of Stucco decoration. Front verandah supported by classical columns and extensive use of classical motifs 
for detail and decoration. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Brick - Pointed 

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta  

Architect Michael Cavanagh; Robert Oswald Law 

Builder Michael Cavanagh; Robert Oswald Law 

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The building is one of the four remaining grand residences in West Perth. Its original lot remains intact. It was 
built during 1911/12 as a family home by Robert Oswald Law who was a builder also responsible for the Perth 
Mint and Perth Technical College. Robert Law joined his father’s business and they were engaged to build 
jetties, bridges and railway lines. The Law family lived in the house until 1954. They sold it to the State 
Government, and it was used as the Government School of Nursing where student nurses from country areas 
could be trained and live at the property. The house was altered to suit this use and a building was constructed 
for training, as well as a three-storey residential building.  
In 1975 the property was used as a hostel for intellectually impaired people and called Lawton Hostel. The 
property was sold in 1990 and the lecture building was demolished. Part of the property, the teaching block and 
nurses residential building was used by the Father Brian Crisis Care Centre in 2003. The house wasn’t occupied 
at the time. The garden is also significant. It is formally laid out and includes rose gardens, a sunken pond, 
pergola, shade house, a summer house, brick woodshed and double brick boundary wall with capped piers and 
mouldings. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision 
4. Social and civic activities - 402 Education and science 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.14 Developing an Australian engineering and 
construction industry 
6. Educating - 6.3 Training people for the workplace 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.13 Living in cities and suburbs 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is an excellent example of a grand two storey brick, stucco and tile roof construction villa in the 
Federation Free style, with a pavilion, external garden walls and a restrained informal landscape setting. 
The place is a substantial architectural statement and has landmark value as one of the most substantial 
residences remaining in West Perth. 
The place is a very fine example of the work of the architectural work of Cavanagh, Cavanagh and Parry, 
prominent architects in practice in Perth during the first three decades of the twentieth century. 
The place was built for Robert Law, a prominent builder and entrepreneur in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries who in partnership with William Atkins, was responsible for the construction of a number of 
prominent buildings and structures. 
The place served as the West Australian Government School of Nursing for the Country Training School 
between 1955 and 1975. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place served as the West Australian Government School of Nursing for the Country Training School 
between 1955 and 1975. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is an excellent example of a grand two storey brick, stucco and tile roof construction villa in the 
Federation Free style, with a pavilion, external garden walls and a restrained informal landscape setting. 
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The place is a substantial architectural statement and has landmark value as one of the most substantial 
residences remaining in West Perth. 
The place is a very fine example of the work of the architectural work of Cavanagh, Cavanagh and Parry, 
prominent architects in practice in Perth during the first three decades of the twentieth century. 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place was built for Robert Law, a prominent builder and entrepreneur in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries who in partnership with William Atkins, was responsible for the construction of a number of 
prominent buildings and structures. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Fair 

Building  Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as alterations have occurred over time. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  

   

COP Heritage Places File 1.86/18 
Register of Heritage Places Assessment document – Lexbourne House (fmr) 2005 

 

 

                  

   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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