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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Metropolitan Sewerage Vents - Sewerage Vent, Princess Margaret
Hospital, West Perth

Street Address Cook Street, WEST PERTH

Location Description Corner Thomas Street

Other Names

Historical Street Address Cook Street
Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 23782

COP Property Key

Property Titles

PLACE DETAILS
Place Type Other Structure

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List 11/09/2015
Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year 1911
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Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Health

Original - Specific Use Other - see Historical Notes
Present - General Use

Present - Specific Use

Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General

Architectural Style 1 Specific
Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

The sewer vents are similar in design consisting of an ornate circular cast iron base with fluting and moulding
with the letters M S for Metropolitan Sewerage. Each base is 2 metres high with a straight circular pipe rising
above. The total height of the vents is between 9 metres and 15 metres.

Walls 1 Material
Walls 2 Material
Roof Material
Architect

Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

In 1900 the Perth City Council serviced residences with a pan collection system for outside toilets. in 1903 plans
were developed by the State Government to form a deep sewerage system for Perth. One problem with this
system was the creation of hydrogen sulphide gases in the pipes which needed to be vented so oxygen could
enter the pipes. In 1911 the ventilating shaft was built on Cook Street, Arthur Street and Royal Street. The
disconnection of the sewer vents is unknown, however in the opinion of Water Corporation the changes to the
system between the 1950s and 1970s led to many vents being unnecessary.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 112 Technology and technological change
4. Social and civic activities - 404 Community services and utilities
5. Outside influences - 507 Water, power, major transport routes
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.26 Providing health services
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.2 Supplying urban services
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.13 Living in cities and suburbs

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place provides rare evidence of the earliest establishment of a deep sewerage system for Perth (operational
from 1911), a significant milestone in the development of Perth as a modern city.

The place is a surviving ¢.1911-1930 sewerage ventilation shaft, a once-common piece of infrastructure that
appears to have largely been removed and/or forgotten across the country.

The place is a representative example of the standard natural ventilation shafts erected for the Perth and

Fremantle sewerage systems from 1911 to 1930, when decorative but functional cast iron work was used for
these items of public infrastructure.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE
HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is a surviving ¢.1911-1930 sewerage ventilation shaft, a once-common piece of infrastructure that
appears to have largely been removed and/or forgotten across the country.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place provides rare evidence of the earliest establishment of a deep sewerage system for Perth (operational
from 1911), a significant milestone in the development of Perth as a modern city.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

The place is a representative example of the standard natural ventilation shafts erected for the Perth and

Fremantle sewerage systems from 1911 to 1930, when decorative but functional cast iron work was used for
these items of public infrastructure.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement
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HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good

Building Fabric Authenticity Metropolitan Sewerage Vents has a moderate level of authenticity. Most of
the original fabric of the individual vents appears to remain, although the
cowl at the apex of the vent appears to have been removed from each vent,
with the exception of the Cook Street vent. It is possible that some upper
segments of the pipes have also been removed. Some corrosion has been
observed, but this has been managed by the repainting of the cast iron
bases.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

Assessment document Register of Heritage Places — Metropolitan Sewer Vents, 2015

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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