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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name St. Brigid's Church 

Street Address 61 Fitzgerald Street, NORTHBRIDGE WA  6003 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 61 Fitzgerald Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 1977 

COP Property Key 174357 

Property Titles Lot 401 DP 409749 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 16/12/1991 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 
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Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement 17/10/1997 TRIM ID 48885/20 

Conservation Management Plan 01/10/2010 TRIM ID P1601071 Original Copy 1;     
01/10/2010 TRIM ID145706/10 Original Copy 2;                   
01/10/2010 TRIM ID140671/10 Original Copy 3; 
01/07/2011 TRIM ID102506/11 Original; 
01/06/1994 TRIM ID P1707243 Original Copy 1;                               
01/06/1994 TRIM ID 94P/665 Original Copy 2 

Original Construction Year 1904; 1957 (1904 - 1904) 

Additional Construction Year (1) 1957 - 1957 

Additional Construction Year (2) 2012-2013 

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Religious 

Original - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel 

Present - General Use Religious 

Present - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Gothic 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Church designed in the Federation Gothic style with elements of Romanesque architecture also included in the 
design. Steeply pitched gable roof with tower and spire, arched windows with stucco decoration.  Face brick 
construction general with rendered bonds. The church was extended to the west and a new alter constructed in 
1957. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta  

Architect Cavanagh & Cavanagh 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

St. Brigid's Church located adjacent to St. Brigid's School was built in 1904 and designed by prominent 
architects Cavanagh & Cavanagh. In 1957, the building was extended to the west to include a new alter. The 
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building features the 1905 pipe organ in the gallery, mahogany mews and large religious sculptures.  
Northbridge is an inner suburban area, named because it is just north of Perth across the railway bridge.  It was 
approved as a suburb name in 1982. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision 
4. Social and civic activities - 402 Education and science 
4. Social and civic activities - 406 Religion 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

2. Peopling Australia - 2.4 Migrating 
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres 
6. Educating - 6.2 Establishing schools 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.6 Worshipping 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is a long-standing landmark in the district as a fine collection of buildings constructed at the end of 
the nineteenth and beginning of the twentieth that collectively form an important historic group of places that is 
visually complex and harmonious. 
The place is a restrained and well executed example of a Federation Gothic style church. 
The place provides important evidence of the development of the Perth and West Perth district, its class and 
religious demographic, and the development of Catholic primary and more latterly secondary education in the 
State. 
The place is an early example of the work of the Sisters of Mercy who came to Western Australia in the 1800s 
to educate and mission, and established convent schools in a number of suburban and regional areas in the 
late 1800s and into the 1900s. 
The place is valued by the local and wider Catholic community for its continuing associations with the Catholic 
Church in general and the Sisters of Mercy in particular. 
The principal buildings at the place were designed by prominent Western Australian architects: Parish Hall 
(original primary school building) designed by J J Talbot Hobbs; Convent and Church designed by Cavanagh 
and Cavanagh; and, Convent School designed by R Dennehy. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place provides important evidence of the development of the Perth and West Perth district, its class and 
religious demographic, and the development of Catholic primary and more latterly secondary education in the 
State. 
The place is an early example of the work of the Sisters of Mercy who came to Western Australia in the 1800s to 
educate and mission, and established convent schools in a number of suburban and regional areas in the late 
1800s and into the 1900s. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is valued by the local and wider Catholic community for its continuing associations with the Catholic 
Church in general and the Sisters of Mercy in particular. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a long-standing landmark in the district as a fine collection of buildings constructed at the end of the 
nineteenth and beginning of the twentieth that collectively form an important historic group of places that is 
visually complex and harmonious. 
The place is a restrained and well executed example of a Federation Gothic style church. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The principal buildings at the place were designed by prominent Western Australian architects: Parish Hall 
(original primary school building) designed by J J Talbot Hobbs; Convent and Church designed by Cavanagh 
and Cavanagh; and, Convent School designed by R Dennehy. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building  Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 – Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.  
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HCWA Assessment 
 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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