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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Perth General Post Office
Street Address "GPQ", 3 Forrest Place, PERTH WA 6000

Location Description
Other Names
Historical Street Address 3 Forrest Place

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 1979
COP Property Key 176916
Property Titles Lot 124 P 4845

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001
Local Heritage List 20/12/1985

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed Yes

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement 18/12/1992 TRIM ID 48913/20
Conservation Management Plan 01/03/1991 TRIM ID P1709979 Draft
Original Construction Year 1914; 1923 (1914 - 1923)

Additional Construction Year (1)
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Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Governmental

Original - Specific Use Post or Telegraph Office
Present - General Use Governmental

Present - Specific Use Post or Telegraph Office
Integrity - Summary Medium

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (¢.1915-¢.1940)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Beaux-Arts

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Building constructed by the Commonwealth Government. Design features classical details and monumental
scale. The GPO is 7 storeys to Forrest Place plus a basement. It has a concrete encased steel frame faced with
brick and stone. The colonnading of the east elevation is faced with Granite Mahogany Creek with Donnybrook
Sandstone above that. Paired ionic columns rise through three upper storeys. Red brick walls trimmed with
stone are set back above the cornice, between stone towers and from the side and back walls. The interior have
large spans creating open spaces on each floor.

The central two-storey postal hall has large roof lights which emphasise the sense of space.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face

Walls 2 Material Stone - Sandstone - Donnybrook

Roof Material Plastic

Architect Hillson Beasley (Principal Architect for the WA Government); John Smith

Murdoch (Senior Assistant)
Builder

Other Associations

In 1835 a General Post Office was established with other offices in Fremantle, Albany and Guildford. In 1871 the
colonial government took control of the telegraph lines between Perth and Fremantle and Guildford which had
been put up privately. Further poles were put up during the 1890s Gold Boom and after 1901 the
Commonwealth Government took over the control of telegraph lines across Australia.

The General Post Office was relocated to Forrest Place as a larger building was required than the offices
located in the Central Government Offices on St Georges Terrace and Barrack Street. This was also part of an
idea to locate Federal Government buildings together. Construction on the building started in 1914.Between
1916-1920 a steel embargo prevented construction. In 1921 a new contract was signed on 4th July to complete
GPO, including another 2 floors previously omitted from contract.

The GPO was completed in 1923 and was used as the Head Post of Office of WA.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

2. Transport and communications - 206 Mail services
4. Social and civic activities - 401 Government and politics
4. Social and civic activities - 404 Community services and utilities

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.7.1 Establishing postal services
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The most vital element in the Forrest Place Precinct and perhaps the best example of monumental civic
architecture in Perth.

Perth GPO is of representative significance due to its Forrest Place location, which is a major civic space.
Aesthetically the GPO combines well with the Commonwealth Bank and the Railway Station which is important
in establishing the identity of the City of Perth.

The place is significant as a rare example in Australia of large building in the Beaux-Arts style. This style is
demonstrated well in both the exterior and interior of the building. The two-storey high postal hall with its large
roof lights emphasise the sense of space in this public area.

The historical significance of Perth GPO is its association with architect J S Murdoch who, as a Commonwealth
Architect was responsible for many important Commonwealth buildings throughout Australia. The Perth GPO
with the Commonwealth Bank and Forrest Place constitute an historically important civic construction
undertaken by the Commonwealth Government. The design reflecting a new sense of importance and civic
pride in Perth at the time. Its use since 1923 as the State's principal postal facility is of considerable historical
and continued social significance. The use of the GPO to accommodate other Commonwealth departments for
part of its history is partly important because it led to the addition of the attic storey to the original design.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The historical significance of Perth GPO is its association with architect J S Murdoch who, as a Commonwealth
Architect was responsible for many important Commonwealth buildings throughout Australia.

The Perth GPO with the Commonwealth Bank and Forrest Place constitute an historically important civic
construction undertaken by the Commonwealth Government.

The design reflecting a new sense of importance and civic pride in Perth at the time.

Its use since 1923 as the State's principal postal facility is of considerable historical and continued social
significance. The use of the GPO to accommodate other Commonwealth departments for part of its history is
partly important because it led to the addition of the attic storey to the original design.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

Perth GPO is of representative significance due to its Forrest Place location, which is a major civic space.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations
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HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The most vital element in the Forrest Place Precinct and perhaps the best example of monumental civic

architecture in Perth.

Aesthetically the GPO combines well with the Commonwealth Bank and the Railway Station which is important
in establishing the identity of the City of Perth.

The place is significant as a rare example in Australia of large building in the Beaux-Arts style. This style is
demonstrated well in both the exterior and interior of the building. The two-storey high postal hall with its large
roof lights emphasise the sense of space in this public area.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it has been restored with some alterations
from original detail.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

720.9941 WES Western Towns and Buildings (1979) pp 67, 68, 123, 124, 131, 213 by Pitt Morrison, M and
WHite, J (Ed);

Andrew C Ward and Associates Perth General Post Office (GPO);

Conservation Analysis and Management Plan 1991;

Demolition licence for redevelopment 2007/8001/DEMLTN;

COP Heritage Place File 1.33/3;

R 720.9941 HER Heritage of Western Australia (1989) pp 42 by Australian Heritage Commission

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date
Last modified Date
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