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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Swan Barracks (fmr)

Street Address "OLD SWAN BARRACKS", 2 Francis Street, PERTH WA 6000
Location Description

Other Names Drill Hall (fmr)

Historical Street Address 2 Francis Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 1980
COP Property Key 176736
Property Titles Lot Y60 P 222956

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023

Local MHI - Draft

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985

Normalisation effective from 6 May 2022 upon the gazettal of
City Planning Scheme No. 2 Amendment No. 46 and Local

Planning Scheme No. 26 (Normalised Redevelopment Areas)
Amendment No. 4 (refer to Council Ordinary Meeting held on

31 August 2021)
Local Heritage Area
Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution
State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No
Other Listings
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Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year 1896-1897
Additional Construction Year (1)

Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITYOFUSE

Original - General Use Military

Original - Specific Use Barracks

Present - General Use Educational

Present - Specific Use Tertiary Institution
Integrity - Summary Medium

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Romanesque
Architectural Style 2 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)

Architectural Style 2 Specific Warehouse
Archaeology

Physical Description

Swan Barracks is a complex of former army buildings comprising the Drill Hall; Administration Building;
Ordinance Stores; East and West Wings; North-East Wing and Ablution Block. The central stone building in
Francis Street forms the entrance to Swan Barracks. Constructed as the Administration Offices in the Federation
Romanesque style, it is of rock face limestone in squared rubble course. Its rusticated appearance, reminiscent
of a fortress, has a dramatic presence in the Francis Street streetscape. The Drill Hall is a fine example of late
nineteenth century industrial architecture. Using lightweight materials and structure in an economic way, it has a
curved truss roof system creating a dynamic space. The Ordinance Store buildings are a competent example of
the Federation warehouse style having a rusticated stone base with red face brick work and cement dressings to
the upper floors. The East and West wings flanking the central Administration Offices have a number of stylistic
features in common with other military buildings in metropolitan Perth and associated with the beginnings of the
Modern Movement in WA. There is a sophisticated use of brickwork producing a distinctive and pleasing texture
to the building surface. The Toilet and Ablution Block is a strictly utilitarian building.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face

Walls 2 Material Stone - Limestone

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron

Architect George Temple Poole, Hillson Beasley, M. Finlayson, J.J. Talbot Hobbs
Builder

Other Associations Commonwealth of Australia- Former owner

Development of Swan Barracks commenced in 1896 with the construction of a Volunteer Drill Hall, facing
Francis Street. In the following year the two storey central stone building was built in front of the Drill Hall
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forming an entrance from Francis Street and administration offices. Plans for the Administration Building were
prepared while George Temple Poole was Chief Architect of the Public Works Department, and the building was
constructed by Holman and Cousten who had also built the Drill Hall. In 1905 an L-shaped Ordinance Store was
constructed in the north-west corner of the site. This was added to in 1910 at the same time as a third storey
was added to the Administration Building while Hillson Beasley was chief architect. Planning for substantial
development at the place occurred in the lead up to the Second World War with an East Wing and North-East
Wing constructed c. 1939-41.A further wing, the West Wing was added to the place c. 1955 and the overall
development of the site then resembled an E-shape with wings parallel to Museum Street and a central spine
along Francis Street. The three-storey Administration Building remained a focal point of the place. Originally built
as a training centre for the local militia, the place was later incorporated into the Australian Army following
Federation. The Barracks was used as the Fifth Military District Headquarters up until 1993 after which the
Australian defence forces no longer required the Swan Barracks and vacated the place which was subsequently
sold in 1995.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

5. Outside influences - 501 World wars and other wars

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

7. Governing - 7.7.2 Providing for the common defence

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place has significance as an important landmark in the Northbridge/Perth Cultural Centre locality and
demonstrates good examples of a range of building types, styles and building technology.

The Administration Offices and Ordnance Store Building is significant for its architectural qualities and
demonstration of building skill.

Although interior spaces have been somewhat compromised.

The place has historic associations with the development of Australia's defence forces and the projection of
national identity associated with the formation of the Commonwealth.

As a complex the Swan Barracks has considerable significance for its demonstration of the range of building
types, architectural styles, building technology and development of military functions over a ninety-year period.
The place has social significance for the many soldiers who either drilled and served at the Barracks or have set
out from there to various conflicts since 1896.

The Drill Hall is significant for its innovation and excellence in engineering, and demonstration in drill hall
planning.

Swan Barracks has cultural significance as evidence of social and military practice and as a demonstration of a
way of life.

The place is rare for comprising a diverse complex of army barracks buildings still extant in Western Australia.
The place is representative of the evolution of a military way of life and styles of architecture throughout the
twentieth century and the disposal process of such facilities for alternative uses.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place has historic associations with the development of Australia's defence forces and the projection of
national identity associated with the formation of the Commonwealth.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place is rare for comprising a diverse complex of army barracks buildings still extant in Western Australia.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history
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As a complex the Swan Barracks has considerable significance for its demonstration of the range of building
types, architectural styles, building technology and development of military functions over a ninety-year period.
The Drill Hall is significant for its innovation and excellence in engineering, and demonstration in drill hall

planning.

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

The place is representative of the evolution of a military way of life and styles of architecture throughout the
twentieth century and the disposal process of such facilities for alternative uses.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The place has social significance for the many soldiers who either drilled and served at the Barracks or have set
out from there to various conflicts since 1896.Swan Barracks has cultural significance as evidence of social and

military practice and as a demonstration of a way of life.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place has significance as an important landmark in the Northbridge/Perth Cultural Centre locality and
demonstrates good examples of a range of building types, styles and building technology.

The Administration Offices and Ordnance Store Building is significant for its architectural qualities and
demonstration of building skill. Although interior spaces have been somewhat compromised.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

MRA: Central Perth Heritage Inventory - March 2016.pdf
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory (2001) Full Set
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DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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