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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Tower House 

Street Address 115 Francis Street, NORTHBRIDGE WA  6003 

Location Description  

Other Names The Rectory 

Historical Street Address 115 Francis Street; 8 Parker Street; 22 Mountain Terrace 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 4317 

COP Property Key 175857 

Property Titles Lot 22 P 67, Lot 402 P 302194, Lot 403 P 302194 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 19/09/2006 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/03/2005 TRIM ID 21070/05 Draft;   
01/05/2005 TRIM ID P1601142 Original; 
01/07/2012 TRIM ID P1701895-01 Original Copy 1;   
01/07/2012 TRIM ID P1701895-02 Original Copy 2 
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Original Construction Year 1898 (1898 - 1898) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Residential 

Original - Specific Use Two Storey Residence 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Commercial 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Victorian (c.1840-c.1890)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Italianate 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Two storey residential building with tower.  Constructed in two tone Flemish bond brick work with corrugated 
iron roof.  Designed in Victorian Italianate style with double hung sash windows and decorative moulded stucco 
work. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Two-Tone  

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The house is associated with Joseph C. Clarkson, pioneer of the pearling industry and is one of a few surviving 
examples of a pre-gold rush town house in the City of Perth. Construction 1898. [COP File 1.5/115]. Northbridge 
is an inner suburban area, named because it is just north of Perth across the railway bridge.  It was approved as 
a suburb name in 1982. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people 
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.22 Lodging people 
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.2 Making suburbs 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is of aesthetic significance because it is a recognised landmark in the City of Perth. The place is a 
good and rare example of a two-storey residence in the Victorian Italianate style.  
The place is a good intact example of a substantial boarding house, which operated from 1898 to the 1930s 
and demonstrates what was considered an acceptable commercial venture or small business operation for 
single or widowed women in the 19th and 20th centuries.  
The place represents the development of substantial buildings north of the City, as a result of the 1890s gold 
boom.  
The place is of historic significance for association with Joseph Clarkson; Pearling Pioneer. 
The place is valued by the Greek Orthodox Community and congregation of the Church of Saints Constantine 
and Helene, as it was purchased by the congregation and used as a rectory from 1952 until 1985, and then as 
a Greek community language school in the late 1960s. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is a good intact example of a substantial boarding house, which operated from 1898 to the 1930s and 
demonstrates what was considered an acceptable commercial venture or small business operation for single or 
widowed women in the 19th and 20th centuries. 
The place represents the development of substantial buildings north of the City, as a result of the 1890s gold 
boom. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is valued by the Greek Orthodox Community and congregation of the Church of Saints Constantine 
and Helene, as it was purchased by the congregation and used as a rectory from 1952 until 1985, and then as a 
Greek community language school in the late 1960s. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is of aesthetic significance because it is a recognised landmark in the City of Perth. 
The place is a good and rare example of a two-storey residence in the Victorian Italianate style. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 
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The place is of historic significance for association with Joseph Clarkson; Pearling Pioneer. 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it appears from visual inspection to be 
substantially intact. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

COP Heritage Places File 1.5/115;  
Tower House Conservation Plan by Palassis Architects May 2005 P1002847-9 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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