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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name House and Warehouse (fmr) 

Street Address 20-20A Gordon Street, WEST PERTH WA  6005 

Location Description Lot 15 P 45, Lot 16 P45 

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 20-20A Gordon Street; 20 Gordon Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 26982 

COP Property Key 177017 

Property Titles Lot 15 P 45 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List  

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1895 (1895 - 1895) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  
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Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Residential 

Original - Specific Use Single Storey Residence 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Commercial 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General  

Architectural Style 1 Specific  

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Single storey building. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2  Material Brick - Face 

Roof Material Metal - Steel  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations Phil W. Goatcher (artist) 

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

West Perth developed as suburban residential area in the late 1890s. From its inception it had the 
characteristics of a quality neighbourhood. Proximity to the city centre and Kings Park (then known as Perth 
Park), and the elevated location provided healthy site drainage as well as cooling breezes and views over the 
city and hills. The area had social status already associated with addresses in nearby Mount Street and access 
to the city's piped water system. The area was subdivided into large residential lots for development and 
proceed accordingly. The homes built in West Perth from the early 1900s included prestigious mansions built in 
prominent locations and smaller working class cottages in the narrower back streets and towards the northern 
end of the area adjacent to the railway. 
The Post Office Directory first lists No. 20 in 1895. It was originally No. 12 Gordon Street, occupied by Michael 
Kelly. From 1905, Phil Goatcher was the occupant. Numbering changed in 1908.  No. 20 was listed twice from 
1910; suggesting that Phil W. Goatcher and Son, painter and sign writer, occupied one premises for his 
business, and the other (No. 20) was his private residence. Phillip William Goatcher (1851- 1931), signing his 
work "Phil. W. Goatcher", was an English-born theatre scene painter who had a considerable career in America 
and Australia. His American-born son James Goatcher followed in his father's footsteps in Sydney, then both 
relocated to Perth, Western Australia, where in 1904 they set up "Phil W. Goatcher & Son, Art Decorators and 
General House Painters".  Phil Goatcher's best known artwork is the Goatcher Curtain that hangs in the Boulder 
Town Hall. (RHP 184). 
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In 1949, No. 20 was Phil W. Goatcher and Son, painter and sign writer, and the house at No. 20 was occupied 
by Mrs Elizabeth M. Stone.  The Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plan (1953) does not indicate a house at No. 
20 but the warehouse / industrial building is shown as No. 18. (This is now No. 16.) The former house has a 
brick parapet shop front, date unknown. It was "Fay's Place" lunch bar in 1983, according to a photograph held 
at the State Library of WA (312192PD). 
At 2021 No. 16 and No. 20 are under the same ownership and the premises is a café/restaurant/lunch bar. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

4.Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.2 Making suburbs 
4.Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of settlements, 
towns & cities 
8. Developing Perth (Australia's) Cultural Life - 8.13 Living in cities & suburbs 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has historic significance as a surviving example of a 1890s Federation era house in an area that was 
also industrial and has become increasingly developed with mixed-use development since the 1980s.  
It has associations with the artist and painter Phil. W Goatcher who lived there and operated his business from 
1905 to the 1950s in the warehouse/commercial building adjacent.  
Together they represent the light industry/residential character of this area of West Perth. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place has historic significance as a surviving example of a 1890s Federation era house in an area that was 
also industrial and has become increasingly developed with mixed-use development since the 1980s. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

Together they represent the light industry/residential character of this area of West Perth. 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 
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HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

It has associations with the artist and painter Phil. W Goatcher who lived there and operated his business from 
1905 to the 1950s in the warehouse/commercial building adjacent. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Some/moderate – Category 3 - Contributes to the heritage of the locality. 
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Visual Assessment;  
Aerial photographs, Landgate;  
Post Office Directories (State Library of Western Australia);  
Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plans (Cons 4156/9 State Records Office of WA);  
Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phil_Goatcher. 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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