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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Parliament House & Grounds

Street Address "PARLIAMENT HOUSE", 4 Harvest Terrace, WEST PERTH WA 6005
Location Description

Other Names

Historical Street Address 4 Harvest Terrace

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 2239
COP Property Key 174881
Property Titles Lot H55 P 210063 RESV1162 A Class

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year 1902 - 1904
Additional Construction Year (1) 1958 - 1964
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Additional Construction Year (2) 1978 Southern Addition
Additional Construction Year (3) 2004 Northern Addition

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Governmental

Original - Specific Use Parliament Building
Present - General Use Governmental

Present - Specific Use Parliament Building
Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Stripped Classical
Architectural Style 2 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 2 Specific Academic Classical

Archaeology

Physical Description

The original Parliament House building addresses Harvest Terrace. It comprises two storeys and is clad in
Donnybrook sandstone. There is a colonnade with arched openings at ground level. The openings have been
enclosed with glass. The roof is terracotta Marseilles profile tiles. The 1958 extension addressed the city and is
designed to dominate St George’s Tce. The view is interrupted only by the Barracks Arch which was originally
intended to be demolished.

Walls 1 Material Stone - Sandstone

Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta
Architect John Grainger (1901); Van Mens (1956)
Builder M Barry (1902); G. B. & M. Wildy Pty Ltd (1962)

Other Associations

Parliament House is located on Lot H55, being Reserve 1162 which was published in the Government Gazette,
23.3.1900. The original area of the Reserve was reduced by the widening of Hay Street in 1924, the widening of
Malcolm Street in 1933 and the construction of the Mitchell Freeway in 1965. The first stage of the building was
constructed in 1902-4, major additions to the eastern frontage in 1958-64, fountains 1969, office space added to
the southern side in 1978, visitors bar added 1980, gymnasium 1988, 2004 northern office extension.
Background:

1863 Site surveyed by Chas Evans.

1863 Construction of Barracks commenced.

1870 Barracks comprised accommodation for 60 families in 120 rooms, military hospital, cooking and ablutions
sheds, magazine, workshops, canteen, guards' rooms and cells.

1870 July, Constitutional Government. Constitution provided for a Legislative Council of 18 comprising 3
colonists, 3 officials and 12 elected members. Met in the Perth Town Hall.

1880 Military force disbanded, Barracks taken over by the PWD.
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1889 Constitution Act provided for the establishment of a lower house known as the Legislative Assembly, which
met in the Town Hall and an upper house known as the Legislative Council which met in the Government offices
in St George’s Terrace.

1896 October, Minister for Mines announced a Commission to consider a new Parliament House. Barracks site
chosen over St George’s Terrace.

1901 Federation Competition held to design new Parliament House. There were 17 designs submitted, all
proved too expensive and the final design was produced by Chief Architect John Grainger. The original
intention was that the Barracks would be demolished as part of the completion of the project.

1902 Contract let 9.5.1902 to builder M. Barry. The cost of the first stage was £35,623.3.1. The foundation
stone was laid 31.7.1902.

1904 Parliament House opened 28.7.1904. Grounds were laid out by the Government Gardener, D. Feakes
under the direction of Grainger.

1950 PWD prepared plans for the completion of Parliament House, but these did not proceed.

1956 Government agreed to construct substantial additions to Parliament House over the next six years.

1964 Parliament House additions opened 23.3.1964. The additions cost $416,500. The style of the addition
was Stripped Classical featuring symmetrical massing without classical motifs, repetition of columns, horizontal
skyline, symmetrical facade, central entrance and monumental scale.

1966 (March) All the buildings between Parliament House and St George’s Terrace were demolished with the
exception of the Barracks Arch.

During the 1890s it was recognised that a dedicated Parliament House was required and that the temporary
offices in the Government Buildings and Town Hall were not suitable. The current site of Parliament House was
chosen in 1900. The Chief Government Architect was appointed to design the building which was opened in
1904.The building has been changed over time to create more office space and to upgrade facilities.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4. Social and civic activities - 401 Government and politics
5. Outside influences - 504 Depression and boom
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

7. Governing - 7.2 Developing institutions of self-government and democracy
7. Governing - 7.6 Administering Australia

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is a symbol of democracy in Western Australia and provides a strong sense of historical continuity in
its function. It contributes to the community’s sense of identity, providing an important physical and symbolic
presence, as the centre of democracy and decision making.

The place is an important and well recognised landmark, situated in a prominent and elevated location
overlooking the city of Perth and the Swan River. The imposing 1964 eastern facade, with its carefully
considered proportions and decommissioned water feature (1971), is clearly visible from a number of major
vantage points and is visually linked with Barracks Arch across the Mitchell Freeway.

The 1904 section of the building, comprising the western wing and the two Chambers, expresses the sense of
grandeur and pride associated with the establishment of the place through both the external and internal design,
finishes and furnishings and by the use of Western Australian building materials. Designed by the Public Works
Department, under the direction of Chief Architect J H Grainger, major aspects of the parliamentary system are
embodied in the layout and fabric of the building, with the Chambers providing a publicly accessible symbol of
the parliamentary process for the people of Western Australia.

The streetscape qualities of the building, when viewed from both Harvest Terrace and Parliament Place, in
association with the landscape treatment to these streets, serve to emphasise the status of Parliament House &
Grounds and contribute to the community’s sense of place.

The well-maintained grounds are regarded as a prestigious and symbolic venue for the conduct of important
civic ceremonies, as the primary point of contact between the media and parliamentarians, as well as a
gathering point for public rallies.

The incomplete construction of the original 1904 building from what was originally planned left the grand eastern
elevation unconstructed until 1964 due to a lack of funds and illustrates the austerity of the Government whose
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concerns over expenditure during the subsequent periods of economic depression and wars, placed the need
for housing, hospitals and schools above the completion of Parliament House.

The place forms an integral component of the historic civic precinct, which also includes Hale School (fmr) (now
The Constitutional Centre of Western Australia and Hale House), the Old Observatory and Dumas House.
Marked to the west by Parliament House & Grounds, the buildings of this precinct are set in open landscaped
grounds on the rise of the hill to the east of the complex.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is a symbol of democracy in Western Australia and provides a strong sense of historical continuity in
its function. It contributes to the community’s sense of identity, providing an important physical and symbolic
presence, as the centre of democracy and decision making.

The incomplete construction of the original 1904 building from what was originally planned left the grand eastern
elevation unconstructed until 1964 due to a lack of funds and illustrates the austerity of the Government whose
concerns over expenditure during the subsequent periods of economic depression and wars, placed the need
for housing, hospitals and schools above the completion of Parliament House.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is an important and well recognised landmark, situated in a prominent and elevated location
overlooking the city of Perth and the Swan River. The imposing 1964 eastern fagade, with its carefully
considered proportions and decommissioned water feature (1971), is clearly visible from a number of major
vantage points and is visually linked with Barracks Arch across the Mitchell Freeway.

The 1904 section of the building, comprising the western wing and the two Chambers, expresses the sense of
grandeur and pride associated with the establishment of the place through both the external and internal design,
finishes and furnishings and by the use of Western Australian building materials. Designed by the Public Works
Department, under the direction of Chief Architect J H Grainger, major aspects of the parliamentary system are
embodied in the layout and fabric of the building, with the Chambers providing a publicly accessible symbol of
the parliamentary process for the people of Western Australia.

The streetscape qualities of the building, when viewed from both Harvest Terrace and Parliament Place, in
association with the landscape treatment to these streets, serve to emphasise the status of Parliament House &
Grounds and contribute to the community’s sense of place.

The place forms an integral component of the historic civic precinct, which also includes Hale School (fmr) (now
The Constitutional Centre of Western Australia and Hale House), the Old Observatory and Dumas House.
Marked to the west by Parliament House & Grounds, the buildings of this precinct are set in open landscaped
grounds on the rise of the hill to the east of the complex.
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HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good
Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

COP Heritage Places File 1/78/4;

G. Bolton “The Good Name of Parliament 1890-1990" in D. Black (ed) "The House on the Hill, A History of
Parliament in Western Australia 1832-1990" WA Parliamentary History Project Parliament of WA 1991,
J.B. Roberts "The History of the Parliament House Site" (Manuscript) for the Legislative Council of WA
1968.Formerly HO386_002

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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©
PLAQUE COMMEMORATES THE RLIAMENT HOUSE COMPLEX 16TH JULY 1971
CONSTRUCTION OF THE QRIGINAL 1902. THE CHAMBERS AND THE
ESTERN PORTION OF THE BUILDING OCCUPIED IN 1904
 WITH THE EXCEPTION OF SOME TEM WERE DEMOLISHED DURING THE
~ ADDITIONS. NO FURTHER EXTENSIONS STRUCTURE UNTIL 1958
| WHEN WORK BEGAN ON THE SOUTHERN { FRONT. THIS WAS COMPLETED
IN 1961. CONSTRUCTION OF THE NOJ : ON OF THE EASTERN FRONT WAS COMMENCED IN 1962
- AND COMPLETED IN 1964. Y A i \
<l ' : !
ONQURABLE L C.DIVER NLC.
g UESIDENT OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
RABLE IR DAVID § 0. THE HONOURABLE J.M.TOMS M.LA.
OPROSITION 0 OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
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