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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Hale School Buildings (fmr) 

Street Address "DUMAS HOUSE", 2 Havelock Street, WEST PERTH WA 6005 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 2 Havelock Street, 4 Havelock Street; 45 Parliament Place 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2242 

COP Property Key 177764 

Property Titles Lot 501 DP 76238 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 19/06/1989 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/04/1993 TRIM ID P1707225 Original Copy 1;  
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01/04/1993 TRIM ID 93034804 Original Copy 2 

Original Construction Year 1910; 1920 (1910 - 1922) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Educational 

Original - Specific Use Secondary School 

Present - General Use Governmental 

Present - Specific Use  

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Style 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

The building of concern is the oldest (1910) of the two buildings. It has a high pitched roof, possibly originally 
slate, a combination of brick and limestone walls with sandstone arches and columns. Gables feature pattern 
brickwork, windows are timber framed with small glazed openings and arched doorways.  Brick and tile school 
building with quoining to doored window openings. Gabled roofs and small paned windows. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Brick - Pointed 

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Matthew Blagden Hale, the first Anglican Bishop of Western Australia, founded this school in 1858. In 1872 the 
Bishop, out of pocket had to close it.   The master in charge continued to teach the students which finally 
became the nucleus of a new school set up by the government in 1874 under the name of Perth High School. 
The school by 1881 was situated at the western end of St. George's Tce and George Street in the Old Imperial 
Military Hospital.  The arrival of F.C. Faulkner as Headmaster in 1880 and the Gold Boom saw the school grow 
and by 1914 had outgrown the little George Street School and moved to West Perth, at Havelock Street. After 
WW2 during the Headmastership of Vernon Murphy (1946- 1960), Leslie Craig, the chairman of the board sold 
Havelock Street to the government and brought in the Anglican Church to participate in the governance of the 
school.  The school then moved to Wembley Downs in 1961. Then the site was handed back to the 
Government. It was then amalgamated into the adjacent reserve at the Perth Observatory. The buildings were 
used by the Education Department and more recently by the State Government. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation & subdivision 
4. Social & civic activities - 402 Education & Science 
6. People - 603 Early settlers 
6. People - 606 Famous & infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

6. Educating - 6.2 Establishing schools 
6. Educating - 6.4 Building a system of higher education 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is part of the early development of the 'High School' as part of a non-secular secondary education 
system in the State.  
The buildings demonstrate the teaching environs and accommodation of student boarders operating in the early 
20th century and although originally a part of the State Government education system the place became the 
foundation of the private school system in Western Australia. 
The School Buildings designed by the Public Works Department in 1913/1914 and the subsequent Memorial 
Wing are fine examples of the Federation Gothic style.  
The association with key architects Hillson Beasley and Herbert Parry make it synonymous with the 
development of architecture in Western Australia in the early 20th century.  
The style of the buildings is relatively unique in Perth, comparing with only two other buildings, Perth Modern 
School and The Perth Technical School, designed by the Public Works Department at about the same period. 
The place has a significant value through its association with Bishop Hale who developed the philosophy of the 
High School which subsequently led to the formation of the Public Schools Association. 
The place is also associated with some of Perth’s leading figures of the day; including, Winthrop Hackett, Dr 
J.S. Battye and Percy Oliver. 
The Boarding House building, designed by Herbert Parry, is a notable example of the 1920s Inter War 
Romanesque style, with references to the Californian Bungalow style, and displays economical yet impressive 
design. 
The place has high townscape values because of the buildings’ form and location. This is emphasised by the 
nature of the openness of the site in relation to the density of the surrounding locality of West Perth. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is part of the early development of the 'High School' as part of a non-secular secondary education 
system in the State. The buildings demonstrate the teaching environs and accommodation of student boarders 
operating in the early 20th century and although originally a part of the State Government education system the 
place became the foundation of the private school system in Western Australia. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The style of the buildings is relatively unique in Perth, comparing with only two other buildings, Perth Modern 
School and The Perth Technical School, designed by the Public Works Department at about the same period. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The School Buildings designed by the Public Works Department in 1913/1914 and the subsequent Memorial 
Wing are fine examples of the Federation Gothic style. 
The Boarding House building, designed by Herbert Parry, is a notable example of the 1920s Inter War 
Romanesque style, with references to the Californian Bungalow style, and displays economical yet impressive 
design. 
The place has high townscape values because of the buildings’ form and location. This is emphasised by the 
nature of the openness of the site in relation to the density of the surrounding locality of West Perth. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The association with key architects Hillson Beasley and Herbert Parry make it synonymous with the 
development of architecture in Western Australia in the early 20th century. 
The place has a significant value through its association with Bishop Hale who developed the philosophy of the 
High School which subsequently led to the formation of the Public Schools Association. 
The place is also associated with some of Perth’s leading figures of the day; including, Winthrop Hackett, Dr 
J.S. Battye and Percy Oliver. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Good 

Building  Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as there is evidence of restoration. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

COP Heritage Places File 1.84/40;  
Conservation Plan Former Hale School Buildings Havelock St, West Perth, (April 1993) by Oline Richards;  
Q 720.9 OLD Western Heritage, (1967) pp 45, 46, 60. Oldham R and J. 
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory (2001) Full Set 
Palassis Architects, ‘Conservation Plan, Former Hale School Buildings, Havelock Street, West Perth’, prepared 
for the Building Management Authority, April 1993 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

 



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 

    

  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       
 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            
 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 
   

Heritage ID-2242 
 

  

            
      

Page 5 of 7 
 

     

            

Last modified Date  
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