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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Dumas House 

Street Address "DUMAS HOUSE", 2 Havelock Street, WEST PERTH WA  6005 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 2 Havelock Street; 1 Parliament Place  

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 3849 

COP Property Key 176891 

Property Titles Lot 500 DP 76238 RESV26741 A Class 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 
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Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/04/1993 TRIM ID P1707225 Original Copy 1;  
01/04/1993 TRIM ID 93034804 Original Copy 2 

Original Construction Year 1963 (1963 - 1963) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Governmental 

Original - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Present - General Use Governmental 

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Post-War (c.1940-1960)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific International 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

A thirteen storey free-standing curtain wall building.  Reinforced concrete floors project beyond the window wall 
as horizontal hoods.  Exposed black granite faced columns penetrate these hoods.  Building complemented by 
open landscaped areas. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Glass 

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material Metal 

Architect Civil & Civic Pty Ltd; Finn, Van Mens & Maidment 

Builder Civil & Civic Pty Ltd; Finn, Van Mens & Maidment 

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
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The design of this building was the winner of the Australia - wide" Public Offices Building Competition" in 1961.  
Five buildings were originally designed to create a government complex but only one constructed.  At the time of 
construction Dumas House was seen as a symbol of the growth and prosperity of Western Australia. Planning of 
the site rose out of the 1955 Stephenson Hepburn Report and the place was the first of five multi storied 
buildings planned for the site. The remaining four were not built as Parliamentarians felt the other buildings 
would appear to dominate the landscape and traffic around the site was a problem. In 1978 Dumas House was 
named after Sir Russell Dumas, who was Director of Works and Buildings, Public Works Department from 1941 
to 1953.The building has been the location for numerous State government departments and ministerial offices 
form the 1960's to the present. 
 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 112 Technology and technological change 
4. Social and civic activities - 401 Government and politics 
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities 
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.3 Learning to live with property booms and busts 
7. Governing - 7.6 Administering Australia 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has aesthetic significance as an example of the Post-War International style of architecture detailing 
from the 1960's.  
The place has considerable landmark value and contributes to the Perth community’s sense of place.  
The tall building is located on a prominent, elevated site, is clearly visible from many points around the city and 
wider metropolitan area.  
Its location at the western edge of the urban skyline enhances the landmark value of the place. 
Significant as a rare example of the Post-War International style. 
Social Significance for associations with the public service of the WA State Government. 
The place was designed by architects Finn, Van Mens and Maidment who won a national competition for the 
development of the site, having already established a body of work as project architects of the Public Works 
Department of Western Australia. 
The place has been associated with the State Government of Western Australia since its construction in 1966, 
providing office accommodation for Government departments and Ministers 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

Significant as a rare example of the Post-War International style. 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

Social Significance for associations with the public service of the WA State Government. 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place has aesthetic significance as an example of the Post-War International style of architecture detailing 
from the 1960's. 
The place has considerable landmark value and contributes to the Perth community’s sense of place.  
The tall building is located on a prominent, elevated site, is clearly visible from many points around the city and 
wider metropolitan area.  
Its location at the western edge of the urban skyline enhances the landmark value of the place. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place was designed by architects Finn, Van Mens and Maidment who won a national competition for the 
development of the site, having already established a body of work as project architects of the Public Works 
Department of Western Australia. 
The place has been associated with the State Government of Western Australia since its construction in 1966, 
providing office accommodation for Government departments and Ministers. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building  Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

'The Architect' 1963 June 
 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
 

 

                  



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 

    

  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       
 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            
 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 
   

Heritage ID-3849 
 

  

            
      

Page 5 of 9 
 

     

            

   

 

 

 

 



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 

    

  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       
 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            
 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 
   

Heritage ID-3849 
 

  

            
      

Page 6 of 9 
 

     

            

 

 

 



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 

    

  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       
 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            
 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 
   

Heritage ID-3849 
 

  

            
      

Page 7 of 9 
 

     

            

 

 

 



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 

    

  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       
 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            
 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 
   

Heritage ID-3849 
 

  

            
      

Page 8 of 9 
 

     

            

 

 

 



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 

    

  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       
 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            
 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 
   

Heritage ID-3849 
 

  

            
      

Page 9 of 9 
 

     

            

 
 

                  

 


