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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Old Observatory 

Street Address "OLD OBSERVATORY", 4 Havelock Street, WEST PERTH WA  6005 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 4 Havelock Street  

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2240 

COP Property Key 177764 

Property Titles Lot 501 DP 76238 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  
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Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1897 (1897 - 1897) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Scientific 

Original - Specific Use Observatory 

Present - General Use Governmental 

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Integrity - Summary Low 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Two storey pointed brick and tile building with high brick tower located on the south side and timber verandahs 
to the south and east sides.  
The building was originally designed to serve as an office and residence for the Government Astronomer.  
Two entries serve the building one directly under the tower on the south side and the other from the verandah 
on the east side.  
The Oriel room is roofed with a lead lined cupola. The main roof is now roofed with clay Marseille pattern roof 
tiles. The first floor level fascia of the two storey verandah is lined with timber shingles. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Brick - Pointed 

Walls 2  Material Stone 

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta  

Architect George Temple - Poole 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

In 1895 Premier John Forrest invited the Government Astronomer from South Australia to advise on a site for an 
observatory in Perth. The site at Mount Eliza was chosen due to the distance from the city. The building was 
designed by George Temple Poole which was completed in 1896. The building was used as the office and 
house for the Government Astronomer. The stars were mapped and accurate positions were recorded to 
determine the accurate latitude and longitude which helped to calculate the accurate time. The Observatory kept 
accurate time, with a cannon set up on the site to fire at 1pm every day between 1901 and 1902 and provided 
this for the ships in Fremantle, public clocks, railway and telegraph. Weather forecasts were also produced from 
the observatory. 

 



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 

    

  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       
 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            
 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 
   

Heritage ID-2240 
 

  

            
      

Page 3 of 6 
 

     

            

Due to the Stephenson-Hepburn Report which recommended the site as a Government offices complex, the 
Government Astronomer Hyman Spigl looked for a new site in the early 1960s. A site in Bickley was chosen and 
land was cleared in 1964. The observatory opened in 1966. 
Building is currently used as headquarters for the National Trust of Australia (WA). 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision 
1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 112 Technology and technological change 
3. Occupations - 307 Intellectual activities, arts and crafts 
4. Social and civic activities - 402 Education and science 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10.5 Advancing knowledge in science and technology 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is significance as it is a unique example of a building developed specifically for use as an 
Observatory.  
The place has high townscape values being an important landmark located in a prominent position near 
Parliament House and Old Hale School.  
The place is architecturally significant as being an example of Colonial Architect G.T Poole's work and late 
1890's Victorian style architecture.  
The place is historically significant with its links to the West Perth area, Parliament House, Kings Park and the 
recording of astronomical and metrological data from the early 1900's to the 1960's. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is historically significant with its links to the West Perth area, Parliament House, Kings Park and the 
recording of astronomical and metrological data from the early 1900's to the 1960's. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place is significance as it is a unique example of a building developed specifically for use as an 
Observatory. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 
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The place has high townscape values being an important landmark located in a prominent position near 
Parliament House and Old Hale School. 
The place is architecturally significant as being an example of Colonial Architect G.T Poole's work and late 
1890's Victorian style architecture. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Good 

Building  Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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