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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Bridal House

Street Address 621 Hay Street Mall, PERTH WA 6000

Location Description Lot 12 P989

Other Names Wilson's Bridal & Dress Fabrics; Sholl Buildings

Historical Street Address 621 Hay Street Mall; 621-623 Hay Street Mall; 399 Hay Street
Historical Perth Town Lot F1

Place ID 1992

COP Property Key 175120

Property Titles Lot 12 P 989

PLACE DETAILS |

Place Type Individual Building or Group

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004

Local Heritage Area Barrack Street (Adopted 05/08/2009),

Hay Street Mall (Proposed)
Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution Contributory
State Heritage Register No
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings
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Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year 1900 (1898 - 1902)
Additional Construction Year (1)

Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Commercial

Original - Specific Use Shop/Retall Store (single)
Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single)
Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Romanesque
Architectural Style 2 General

Architectural Style 2 Specific

Archaeology

Physical Description

External - The place is of three storey construction with a small frontage and a single shop front at ground level.
The shop front is modern with metal framed bi-fold doors allowing for a wide open entrance. Above is a
cantilevered boxed awning with suspended signage below.

It has a triangular pediment parapet atop a decorative cornice. To either side of the parapet is a pinnacle with a
pier below. The windows to the second storey are two pier arches with sashes aligning below on the first floor.
The piers continue through to the canopy.

Internal - No internal access

Walls 1 Material Brick

Walls 2 Material Brick - Rendered

Roof Material Metal

Architect

Builder

Other Associations Edward Sholl (origin of building name)

HISTORY

The building was constructed in 1896 for Edward Sholl (1854-1896), a prominent barrister and solicitor, and the
building was known as Sholl's Building. Sholl died before the building was completed. The architect or builder
has not been determined however it is noted that in 1897, Fanny Sholl, Edward Sholl's widow, engaged
architect Henry Trigg to design a residence in Peppermint Grove for her. The Bohemia Club advertised its
occupancy of its new rooms in May 1898. The ground floor of the building was used for retail and office space
and other businesses were located on the upper two floors and basement. The ground floor tenancy was
occupied during the early 20th century by booksellers and the Book Lovers Library was located on the premises.
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The ground floor and basement of the building was occupied in the early 1900s by E.J. Norman a picture framer
and the upper levels were leased as professional rooms. On the second floor was the Bohemia Club. Some of
the other tenants include accountants, solicitor, tailors and dressmakers, dentist and real estate agent. The Sholl
family sold the building in 1967. In 1954 the Wilsons leased the building, and bought it in 1967, and established
Wilson’s Bridal and Dress Fabric store. All floors of the building were used for the business which was very
successful. From the mid 1970s the building was known as Bridal House. The ground floor is used as retalil,
however the upper floors are not currently occupied.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.19 Marketing and retailing
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is a good example of a three-storey commercial building exhibiting the characteristics of the
Federation Romanesque style, which was not common in building design in the first decades of the twentieth
century.

It is representative of the type and form of commercial building in Perth CBD at that time.

The place is part of a streetscape of landmark buildings mainly late nineteenth century with a small number of
inter-war period buildings and a small number of mid twentieth century buildings.

Together his collection of buildings, including Bridal House forms a precinct of strong aesthetic value.

The place has historic value for its close association with many well-known families who significantly contributed
to the commercial, cultural and social history and development of the City of Perth as well as the broader
Western Australian community including the Sholl, Wilson and Masel families as well as individuals such as
Brendah Barrye and businesses such as Perth Book Lovers Library.

The place is associated with Wilson’s business that operated out of Bridal House (fmr Sholl’s Building) was a
well-known and popular destination for the women of Perth and Western Australia and responsible for dressing
many of the brides of Perth for over 40 years.

The place is representative of commercial and retail activity in the central Perth CBD on the major retail street
for over 100 years, and changes to the ground floor and basement represent changes in retail and activity in the
CBD.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is representative of commercial and retail activity in the central Perth CBD on the major retail street
for over 100 years, and changes to the ground floor and basement represent changes in retail and activity in the
CBD.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

It is representative of the type and form of commercial building in Perth CBD at that time.
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is a good example of a three-storey commercial building exhibiting the characteristics of the
Federation Romanesque style, which was not common in building design in the first decades of the twentieth

century.
The place is part of a streetscape of landmark buidings mainly late nineteenth century with a small number of

inter-war period buildings and a small number of mid twentieth century buildings. Together his collection of
buildings, including Bridal House forms a precinct of strong aesthetic value.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place has historic value for its close association with many well-known families who significantly contributed
to the commercial, cultural and social history and development of the City of Perth as well as the broader
Western Australian community including the Sholl, Wilson and Masel families as well as individuals such as
Brendah Barrye and businesses such as Perth Book Lovers Library.

The place is associated with Wilson’s business that operated out of Bridal House (fmr Sholl’s Building) was a
well-known and popular destination for the women of Perth and Western Australia and responsible for dressing
many of the brides of Perth for over 40 years.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Considerable — Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality.

REFERENCES

COP Heritage Places File 1.36/621

R 720.9941 HER Heritage of Western Australia, (1989) pp 43 by Australian Heritage Commission;
Building Style

Hocking Heritage Studio (2017) Hay Street Mall Heritage Area Study. Perth - CM321798/17
Conservation Plan Hay 621, Bridal House 621, Philip McAllister Architect, 2019

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date
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