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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Savoy Hotel

Street Address 636-648 Hay Street Mall, PERTH WA 6000
"DAVID JONES", 622-634 Hay Street Mall, PERTH WA 6000

Location Description Lot 1104 DP 27831

Other Names Shelborne

Historical Street Address 636-648 Hay Street, ; 636 Hay Street; 420-432 Hay Street, 622-634
Hay Street Mall

Historical Perth Town Lot F18

Place ID 3264

COP Property Key 181813

Property Titles Lot 1104 DP 27831

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001
Local Heritage List 20/12/1985
Local Heritage Area Hay Street Mall (Proposed)
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Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution Contributory

State Heritage Register Yes

Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings National Trust

Heritage Agreement 15/07/2001 TRIM ID 138748/15
Conservation Management Plan 01/01/2000 TRIM ID 96682/20 Original
Original Construction Year 1914 (1914 - 1914)

Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITYOFUSE

Original - General Use Social/Recreational
Original - Specific Use Hotel, Tavern or Inn
Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single)
Integrity - Summary Medium

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

External - No access 2017 but previous reports indicate that original fabric and detailing remain extant within the
upper floors. The upper floors have been vacant for a number of years and left largely untouched since their last
occupation.

Internal - Five storey rendered brick former hotel building in the Federation Free Classical style. The main
building has a gabled roof with a mansard roof to Hay Street. Two brick two-storey buildings are constructed to
the rear. The facade presents with a heavily rusticated symmetrical facade with an awning at ground level and
balconies to the upper levels. The lower balcony has a concrete balustrade and handrail whilst the upper
balconies have a decorative cast iron balustrade/handrail. The central section of the facade is flanked by
identical end bays with rusticated elements and three windows per floor with classical motifs. Pediment dormer
windows punctuate the mansard roof section. The awning above the shops has been altered and the shop
frontages are non-original. No other aspects of the exterior were accessed.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered
Walls 2 Material
Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron
Architect Hobbs, Smith and Forbes
Builder C.W. Arnott
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Other Associations Timothy Quinlan (owneBrecr); Fanny Breckler (owner); Breckler Brothers
(owner)

HISTORY

Savoy Hotel is a five-storey building containing ground floor retail tenancies, basement storage, former cinema
and former hotel. It was constructed in 1914 on a site formerly occupied by The Shamrock Hotel. This hotel was
leased from 1848-1851. In 1883 Daniel Connor purchased the hotel which was added to the landholdings in the
vicinity. Architects, Hobbs, Smith and Forbes prepared plans for the new hotel in 1905 but it was not until 1914
that the building commenced. Prominent local builder, C. W. Arnott oversaw the construction which featured
many modern features of the day. The building included a cinema, retail tenancies on the ground floor and the
hotel rooms above.

In 1932, local shoe retailers, Cecil Brothers opened a large store on the ground floor and subsequently
purchased the whole property in 1959. During World War Two the Army used the hotel. In 1961, the building
underwent major refurbishments which saw the ground floor converted to one tenancy for Cecil Brothers. During
the 1970s the profitability of retail businesses declined in central Perth and the cinema and hotel closed in the
late 1980s. The Savoy Hotel was included on the State Register in 2001 and underwent external conservation
and restoration works in the 2000s.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Occupations - 311 Hospitality industry and tourism

4. Social and civic activities - 405 Sport, recreation and entertainment
5. Outside influences - 501 World wars and other wars

6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.21 Entertaining for profit
. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.23 Catering for tourists

. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

. Governing - 7.7.2 Providing for the common defense

. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.3 Going on Holiday

. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.4 Eating and drinking

. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place was one of the largest hotels constructed in Perth at the time and is a tangible reminder of the
optimism early in the twentieth century.

The place is an excellent example of the Federation Free Classical style and the work of architects Hobbs,
Smith and Forbes.

The place contributes to the community's sense of place through the operation of a hotel on the site from at
least 1877 through to the 1990s and shoe store from 1932.The place is significant for its association with the
Army during World War Two.

The substantially intact interior spaces above the ground floor are representative of the type of accommodation
expected by wealthy travellers early in the twentieth century.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

0o~ AW |

The place was one of the largest hotels constructed in Perth at the time and is a tangible reminder of the
optimism early in the twentieth century.

The place contributes to the community's sense of place through the operation of a hotel on the site from at
least 1877 through to the 1990s and shoe store from 1932.

The place is significant for its association with the Army during World War Two.
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HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

The substantially intact interior spaces above the ground floor are representative of the type of accommodation
expected by wealthy travellers early in the twentieth century.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is an excellent example of the Federation Free Classical style and the work of architects Hobbs,
Smith and Forbes.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity. Exterior of the building remains largely intact,
with internal changes.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

720.9941 WES Western Towns and Buildings (1979), pp 207, 215 by Pitt Morrison, M and White, J (Ed)
COP Heritage Places File 1.35/636
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R 720.9941 HER Heritage of Western Australia, (1989) pp 43 by Australian Heritage Commission HCWA
Assessment Register Documentation prepared by HCWA 23 Nov 2001

State Register Entry and Assessment documentation for P3264, prepared by the State Heritage Office, 2001.
Hocking Heritage Studio (2017) Hay Street Mall Heritage Area Study. Perth - CM321798/17

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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