GITY OF - PERTH

NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name
Street Address

Location Description
Other Names

Historical Street Address

Historical Perth Town Lot
Place ID

COP Property Key
Property Titles

PLACE DETAILS
Place Type

Local Heritage Survey
Local MHI - Draft
Local MHI - Adopted
Local Heritage List

Local Heritage Area

Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

Theatre Royal & Metropole Hotel (fmr)

637-641 Hay Street Mall, PERTH WA 6000
643 Hay Street Mall, PERTH WA 6000

Lot 20 P 6817, Lot 17 P 6817, Lot 33 P 6817
Sussans House; Hotel Metropole; Theatre Royal

643 Hay Street Mall; 433 Hay Street; 637-645 Hay Street Mall; 637-
641 Hay Street Mall

F4
1993

175124

Lot 1-3 SP 10606

Individual Building or Group
28/03/2023

13/03/2001

13/03/2001

9/01/2004

Hay Street Mall (Proposed)

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution Contributory

State Heritage Register
Commonwealth Listed
Other Listings

Yes
No
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Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan 01/08/2004 TRIM ID P1710927 Original
Original Construction Year 1894-1897;1934;1962 (1894 - 1897)
Additional Construction Year (1) 1934 - 1934

Additional Construction Year (2) 1962 - 1962

Demolition Year

INTEGRITYOFUSE .

Original - General Use Social/Recreational

Original - Specific Use Theatre or Cinema

Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single)

Integrity - Summary Medium

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION |

Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical
Architectural Style 2 General

Architectural Style 2 Specific

Archaeology

Physical Description

The place is of three storey construction, plus attic and basement. The ground level is divided into six retail
tenancies that have all been upgraded. The upper level of the building is of symmetrical facade divided into
seven bays divided by fluted Corinthian styled columns. The second and sixth bays are distinguished by
pediments above the entablature and by bays of 4 windows which punctuate the balustrade above. A
cantilevered balustrade with wrought iron balustrade extends across the full length of the facade between
ground and first floor levels. The central fourth bay marks the point where the two sections of the building meet:
the western section is the former Hotel Metropole and the eastern section the former Theatre Royal. There are
differences in the roof form of the two sections that cannot be seen from street level. All five retail units at
ground level have contemporary fitouts obscuring any original fabric that may remain extant.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered
Walls 2 Material

Roof Material

Architect J. S. Jackson (1897); Baxter, Cox and Leighton (1939);Krantz and Sheldon
(1962)

Builder D. Gray (1897); H. Doust (1939)

Other Associations Alexander Forrest (financial partner); Sussans Pty Ltd

HISTORY

This three-storey building, the Theatre Royal was built on the site of a former shooting gallery in 1897 adjacent
to, and incorporating the already existing Hotel Metropole (1894). It was built for local businessman and
entrepreneur, Thomas George Anstruther Molloy. A number of sources have attributed the building to the
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design of William Wolfe although it appears the theatre, at least, was designed by the architect J. S. Jackson,
and the contractor was D. Gray.

The theatre which could seat 1000 people was a purpose-built live theatre space which replaced smaller venue
such as St Georges Hall. It featured a sliding roof in the auditorium to provide ventilation, an important feature
during summer. The theatre also started to screen movies from 1916 which increased its popularity and from the
1930s it became only used as a cinema. In the 1930s the interior was renovated which modernised it and made
it more suitable as a cinema. In 1934, the property was transferred to new owners and converted to a cinema to
designs by architects Baxter, Cox and Leighton. In 1962, the property was transferred to retail company,
Sussans who commissioned architects, Krantz and Sheldon to oversee modifications to the theatre and the
retail spaces. In 1977 the Theatre Royal was closed. A fourth cinema was closed in the 1980s and the retail
tenancies have been regularly modified.

The Hotel Metropole was constructed with the financial assistance of the then Mayor of Perth, Alexander
Forrest. On 8 May 1895, the foundation stone for the theatre was laid by the Mayoress, Mrs Alexander Forrest.
The Hotel Metropole was advertised in 1901 as having 50 rooms with many common spaces for reading,
billiards and dining room. In 1962 lingerie company Sussan bought the property and extensive internal
renovation were undertaken including removing the fit-out for the lounge, saloon bar and public bar on the
ground floor to turn them into retail spaces with a central arcade. The rooms on the upper three floors were
turned into open spaces. The Hotel Metropole is currently used as retail space on the ground floor and the upper
floors are disused.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 111 Depression and boom

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 112 Technology and technological change
3. Occupations - 307 Intellectual activities, arts and crafts

4. Social and civic activities - 407 Cultural activities

6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.14.1 Building to suit Australian conditions
. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.21 Entertaining for profit

. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.23 Catering for tourists

. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10.1 Making music

. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place exhibits a grand and intricately detailed facade, the place is a significant example of Federation Free
Classical style architecture.

The place is of aesthetic significance because it is a recognised landmark in the City of Perth.

The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a commercial building constructed during the period of
economic affluence and increased development that followed the gold boom.

The place is of aesthetic significance because it contributes to the visual quality of its location.

The place is significant as the first purpose-built theatre in Western Australia.

The place was one of a number of theatres and cinemas built in Perth during the late 19th and early 20th
century of which the only operating example is His Majesty’s Theatre, which was developed along the same
model of theatre and hotel.

The place represents the growth of theatre and cinema culture in Western Australia.

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the way of life of the working people of Perth in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century.

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the way of life of the wealthier residents of Perth in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the expansion and development of commerce and trade
in the City of Perth in the early years of the twentieth century. The place is of social significance as a hotel and
theatre providing recreational opportunities in the City of Perth from the 1890's.

WA WW |
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The place is significant for its association with prominent businessmen and politicians, Thomas Molloy and
Alexander Forrest.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is significant as the first purpose-built theatre in Western Australia.

The place was one of a number of theatres and cinemas built in Perth during the late 19th and early 20th
century of which the only operating example is His Majesty’s Theatre, which was developed along the same
model of theatre and hotel.

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the way of life of the working people of Perth in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century.

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the way of life of the wealthier residents of Perth in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the expansion and development of commerce and trade
in the City of Perth in the early years of the twentieth century.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

The place represents the growth of theatre and cinema culture in Western Australia.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The place is of social significance as a hotel and theatre providing recreational opportunities in the City of Perth
from the 1890's.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place exhibits a grand and intricately detailed facade, the place is a significant example of Federation Free
Classical style architecture.

The place is of aesthetic significance because it is a recognised landmark in the City of Perth.

The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a commercial building constructed during the period of
economic affluence and increased development that followed the gold boom.

The place is of aesthetic significance because it contributes to the visual quality of its location.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place is significant for its association with prominent businessmen and politicians, Thomas Molloy and
Alexander Forrest.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement
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HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair

Building Fabric Authenticity Low level of authenticity. Exterior of the building remains largely intact, with
internal changes.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

HCWA Assessment November 1998

COP Heritage Places File 1.36/637

Heritage of Western Australia, (1989) pp 43 by Australian Heritage Commission Margaret P, H - Morrison 1983
State Register Entry and Assessment documentation for P1993, prepared by the State Heritage Office, 1999
Hocking Heritage Studio (2017) Hay Street Mall Heritage Area Study. Perth - CM321798/17

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date

Heritage ID-1993 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 5 of 7



[:"v [ll: J)PEHTH Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

Heritage ID-1993 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 6 of 7



GITY OF Q)PEHTH Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

Heritage ID-1993 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 7 of 7



