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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name London Court 

Street Address "LONDON COURT", 647-653 Hay Street Mall, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Lot 50 D 992 

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 647-653 Hay Street; 435-439 Hay Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot F4 

Place ID 1998 

COP Property Key 175110 

Property Titles Lot 50 D 992 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area Hay Street Mall (Proposed) 

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Contributory 

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings National Trust 

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/11/2006 TRIM ID P1709470 
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Original Construction Year 1937 (1937 - 1937) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Shopping Complex 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Shopping Complex 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Old English 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

External - London Court consists of basement, ground and three floors at each end with the main arcade 
section being two storeys and open air to the centre, designed to create the effect of a narrow street. The Hay 
Street facade presents in a mock Tudor style with rendering and timbered elements to the upper sections, 
diamond leaded lights and weatherboard detailing. The ground level shop units are of polychromatic brickwork. 
The dominant feature is the rendered arch and clock ensemble in an off-centre position in the facade. The arch 
leads into the arcade. The roof line to Hay Street consists of three gables, all with different treatments. Some of 
the original 55 shops have been combined to make larger retail units but still retain much of their original single 
unit presentation to the arcade frontage. The windows to the retail units are copper framed. The shops along the 
arcade are of polychromatic brick construction with fabric awnings and heraldry embellishments. The upper 
floors are roughcast render with timbered detailing to some sections. Windows are timber framed with square or 
diamond leaded-style windows. Internal - Original 1930s lifts remain extant with timber lined door, leaded 
glazing to the small window in the lift door and timber lining within the lift car with skylight and copper detailing. 
Ornate wrought iron floor indicator above the lift door. Office spaces and shops have all been upgraded but 
much original fabric remains retaining the essential 1930s character. Some of the office spaces have bay 
windows with deep window seats. Terrazzo lined floors to the staircase and landings. Ornate ship detailing to 
detailing to the cornice around ceiling to the ground level of the Hay Street entry statement. 
 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face 

Walls 2 Material Brick - Rendered 

Roof Material Metal 

Architect Bernard Evans (1937); Oldham, Boas, Ednie-Brown (1937) 

Builder General Construction Company Limited 

Other Associations C. Steel (Engineer) 
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HISTORY  
 

                  

  

London Court was erected on land purchased, in February 1936, on the site of a collection of back alleys known 
as 'Gun Alley'. The land was purchased by local businessman and entrepreneur, Claude A. de Bernales for the 
Australian Machinery and Investment Co. Ltd, for a sum of £75,000.He engaged Melbourne architect, Bernard 
Evans to design the arcade with local architects, Oldham, Boas and Ednie-Brown.  The project was constructed 
by General Constructions Pty Ltd throughout 1937 and was opened on 29 July 1937 by Lieutenant Governor Sir 
James Mitchell. The construction of London Court was part of a building boom after the Depression. 
The idea of London Court was to contribute to a north south pedestrian access from the train station to the 
Esplanade, through the new Plaza Arcade. The arcade design was an homage to a Tudor style but the flats and 
retail tenancies featured modern conveniences for the period. The original arcade comprised fifty three shops, 
fifty five offices and twenty-four residential flats 
In c1952, London Court was sold by de Bernales. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 111 Depression and boom 
2. Transport and communications - 209 Technology and technological change 
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.19 Marketing and retailing 
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.3 Learning to live with property booms and busts 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.13 Living in cities and suburbs 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is of aesthetic significance because it is a recognised landmark in the City of Perth.  
The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a commercial building constructed during the inter war 
period.  
The place is of aesthetic significance because it contributes to the visual quality of its location.  
The place is of historic significance because it represents the expansion of commerce and trade in Perth in the 
post-World War 1 period and the consequent establishment of a prestigious business district in the St George's 
Terrace area.  
The place is of social significance because it represents a special place for members of the community 
associated with the development and consolidation following the gold boom.   
The richly detailed facade of the place and its distinctive clocks are important tourist attractions. 
The place is historically associated with the development of the shopping precinct of Hay Street, and the 
construction of shopping arcades as a medium for north-south pedestrian movement through the city. 
The place has social value as a place for the people of Perth to shop, and for the association of the place with 
Britain and British history. 
The place is closely associated with the entrepreneur and miner, Claude de Bernales. 
The place is representative of the Inter-War Old English style of architecture, embodying all the principle 
elements of the style. 
It is a rare example of an open air city arcade. 
The place has significance as a rare example of Inter- War Old English architecture in Perth. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is of historic significance because it represents the expansion of commerce and trade in Perth in the 
post-World War 1 period and the consequent establishment of a prestigious business district in the St George's 
Terrace area. 
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The place is historically associated with the development of the shopping precinct of Hay Street, and the 
construction of shopping arcades as a medium for north-south pedestrian movement through the city. 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

It is a rare example of an open air city arcade. 
The place has significance as a rare example of Inter- War Old English architecture in Perth. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is of social significance because it represents a special place for members of the community 
associated with the development and consolidation following the gold boom. 
The place has social value as a place for the people of Perth to shop, and for the association of the place with 
Britain and British history. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is of aesthetic significance because it is a recognised landmark in the City of Perth. 
The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a commercial building constructed during the inter war 
period. 
The place is of aesthetic significance because it contributes to the visual quality of its location. 
The richly detailed facade of the place and its distinctive clocks are important tourist attractions. 
The place is representative of the Inter-War Old English style of architecture, embodying all the principle 
elements of the style. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is closely associated with the entrepreneur and miner, Claude de Bernales. 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 
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CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Fair 

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity. The majority of the original fabric remains extant 
and where fabric has been replaced or repaired, this has been done in a 
sympathetic manner. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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