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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Plaza Theatre & Arcade 

Street Address "PLAZA ARCADE", 650-658 Hay Street Mall, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Lot 1 P 1291; Lot 2 P 1291; Lot 3 P 1291; Lot 5 P 1291; Lot 6 P 1291; 
Lot 66 P 1291; Lot 67 P 1291 

Other Names Paris Theatre 

Historical Street Address 650-658 Hay Street; 434-446 Hay Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot F17 

Place ID 3613 

COP Property Key 176953 

Property Titles Lot 1 P 1291, Lot 2 P 1291, Lot 3 P 1291, Lot 5 P 1291, Lot 6 P 1291, 
Lot 66 P 1291, Lot 67 P 1291 

 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 19/09/2006 

Local Heritage Area Hay Street Mall (Proposed) 

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Contributory 

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  
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Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1937 (1937 - 1937) 

Additional Construction Year (1) 1962 - 1962 

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Shopping Complex 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Shopping Complex 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Art Deco 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

The Plaza Arcade presents with a striking multi-storey façade to the Hay Street elevation with the façade being 
described as having a 'symbolic skyscraper effect'. The Hay Street façade consists of three storeys of Art Deco 
inspired building with a replacement canopy separating the original facade from the modernised retail frontages 
below. The facade is of painted brick and rendered brick construction with a distinctive vertical emphasis. 
The facade is symmetrical with recessed brick wings flanking a central rendered section. The original tapestry 
brick finish has been painted a monotonous red brick colour. The flanking wings are characterised by the three 
storey vertical metal windows with brick framing and non-original Art Deco motifs. The central rendered section 
contains two further vertical windows and the distinctive Art Deco styled signage fin. The east elevation extends 
along a ROW and is of plain brick construction with large windows to the upper level. The elevation has a 
patched appearance due to the blocking up of former openings, retaining the original lintels. The original design 
intent of the arcade remains visible albeit the detail of the finishes and shop frontages has altered. The arcade 
comprises a central pedestrian walkway with shops either side. The pedestrian walkway has a gentle incline 
from Murray Street to Hay Street. The interior of the arcade was refurbished in the 1980s which saw much of 
the original Art Deco detailing removed. Evidence of the original Theatre remains although the finishes and 
detailing have been compromised as a result of the adaptation to a night club in the 1980s. Evidence of the art 
deco style are visible in places, especially at the landing area. Part of the tiered seating remains extant. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Painted 

Walls 2 Material Render - Smooth 

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect William Garnsworthy Bennett; G.A.Soilleux 

Builder E  Allwood 

Other Associations Ajax Plaster Co (plaster work); C R Bailey (Mural Decorations and Textures) 
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HISTORY  
 

                  

  

Prior to the building of the Plaza Arcade and Theatre, the site was the location of the Armstrong Motor and 
Cycle Agency and Majestic Theatre which was opened in 1916. In 1936, members of the Saw family who owned 
this site, formed the Perth Arcade Co Ltd to develop the Plaza Arcade and construction commenced in 1937. 
The company engaged local architect William G. Bennett in collaboration with Melbourne firm, G. A. Soilleux to 
design the new complex. This Melbourne firm specialised in cinema design and acoustics in the Inter War 
period. They were likely to have been responsible for the internal design of the cinema whilst W.G. Bennett 
designed the remainder. The theatre could seat 1,300 people and was completed six months before Piccadilly 
Theatre and Arcade. The arcade contained 33 shopfronts. In the late 1950s the owners purchased an adjacent 
landholding and new tenancies were constructed to provide a continuous strip of tenancies on both sides of Hay 
Street to Murray Street.  The cinema was refurbished in 1940 by architect William Leighton. The building was 
altered in 1963 and renamed the Paris Theatre in the 1970s. It became a discotheque in the 1980s and in 1984, 
the arcade and cinema underwent major renovations including painting of the Hay Street facade and the 
installation of a canopy over this entrance. The cinema ceased operating in the late 1990s. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

4. Social and civic activities - 407 Cultural activities 
 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.19 Marketing and retailing 
3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.21 Entertaining for profit 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is of aesthetic significance due to being a recognised landmark in the City of Perth, and specifically 
within the Hay Street Mall streetscape. 
The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of an Art Deco styled commercial building constructed 
during the Inter-War period. 
The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a cinema designed in the Art Deco style in the inter-war 
period by WG Bennett, prominent WA architect. 
The place is of historic significance because it reflects the period of affluence and optimism following the end of 
World War 1. 
The place is of social significance representing the popularity of cinema in the Inter-War period. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the period of affluence and optimism following the end of 
World War 1. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is of social significance representing the popularity of cinema in the Inter-War period. 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is of aesthetic significance due to being a recognised landmark in the City of Perth, and specifically 
within the Hay Street Mall streetscape. 
The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of an Art Deco styled commercial building constructed 
during the Inter-War period. 
The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a cinema designed in the Art Deco style in the inter-war 
period by WG Bennett, prominent WA architect. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Fair 

Building  Fabric Authenticity original. The theatre demonstrates moderate authenticity retaining much of 
the original Art Deco detailing albeit the original finishes have been lost. 
Original fabric was also lost during the adaptation from theatre to nightclub in 
the 1980s. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Considerable – Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  

   

National Trust Assessment Plaza Arcade - Heritage Assessment, July 2015 Prepared for the owners by Hocking 
Heritage Studio  
City of Perth Rates Books Hocking Heritage Studio (2017)  
Hay Street Mall Heritage Area Study. Perth - CM321798/17 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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