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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Commercial Building 

Street Address 657 Hay Street Mall, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Lot 4 D 7184 

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 657 Hay Street Mall; 443 Hay Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot F4 

Place ID 26606 

COP Property Key 175116 

Property Titles Lot 4 D 7184 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 19/09/2006 

Local Heritage Area Hay Street Mall (Proposed) 

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Contributory 

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  
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Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1894, 1960s (1894 - 1894) 

Additional Construction Year (1) 1960 - 1969 

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use  

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific  

Architectural Style 2 General Post-War (c.1940-1960)  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Two storey structure that has been substantially remodelled to the exterior removing much of its original inter-
war aesthetic. The upper section of the façade has been divided into a grid pattern incorporating blank panels of 
varying sizes, three small windows and three pairs of casement windows. The edges of the facade appear to be 
clad in metal. The retail portion of the facade at ground level consists of a deeply recessed door flanked by plate 
glass display windows. Original timber floors remain extant in storage area. Metal framed casement windows 
with original hardware to openings at upper level.  Does not appear to be any original ornamentation at the 
upper level accommodation.   Open plan shop with contemporary fit out, no evidence of any original details or 
finishes. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick 

Walls 2 Material Brick - Rendered 

Roof Material  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations J Gleeson (owner and occupant);Alfred Edward Morgans (owner) 

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

From the available information this building was constructed c1894 and the first occupant was draper, Mrs Knott.  
Since that time the building has had a variety of occupants and many modifications. A long-term tenant and 
owner was tobacconist and stationer, John Gleeson who refitted the premises for his occupancy in 1919 and 
remained there until c1937.  Subsequent occupants were Madame Luckey, milliner and Raeme's Vogue Dress 
shop. 
It is probable that the current façade was constructed c1960 when The Forum Coffee Lounge became the 
occupant.   
They occupied the place until c2013. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.19 Marketing and retailing 
 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has some aesthetic value for the remnant elements of the Post War International style on the upper 
level façade. 
The place has historic value for its association with the development of the Hay Street retail precinct throughout 
the 20th century. The place has historic value for its association with the Forum Coffee Lounge which was a 
well-known cafe in Hay Street for many decades. 
The place has social value for the many members of the community for its continuity of function, and 
contribution to the sense of place of the Hay Street mall. 
The place is representative of the type of commercial premises in a retail precinct that have grown and changed 
as occupancies and standards change. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place has historic value for its association with the development of the Hay Street retail precinct throughout 
the 20th century. 
The place has historic value for its association with the Forum Coffee Lounge which was a well-known cafe in 
Hay Street for many decades. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is representative of the type of commercial premises in a retail precinct that have grown and changed 
as occupancies and standards change. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place has social value for the many members of the community for its continuity of function, and 
contribution to the sense of place of the Hay Street Mall. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place has some aesthetic value for the remnant elements of the Post War International style on the upper 
level façade. 
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HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Considerable – Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality. 
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