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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name The Optical House 

Street Address 659 Hay Street Mall, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Lot 3 D 7184 

Other Names Tical House; Optical House 

Historical Street Address 659 Hay Street; 445 Hay Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot F4 

Place ID 26605 

COP Property Key 175115 

Property Titles Lot 3 D 7184 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 19/09/2006 

Local Heritage Area Hay Street Mall (Proposed) 

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Contributory 

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  
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Original Construction Year 1895, 1920s (1895 - 1895) 

Additional Construction Year (1) 1920 - 1920 

Additional Construction Year (2) 1967 

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use  

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Late Twentieth Century (1960- ) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific International 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Two storey building with retail space at ground level. The building is simple in its presentation with its distinctive 
feature being the terracotta tiled panel in the pediment advertising the building's name. This section is clad with 
a stone veneer with the remainder of the visible facade being rendered. A large aluminium framed opening is 
positioned directly below the panel and extends across the majority of the first level facade. The retail unit has 
an one frontage with removable doors and display windows in the angled side panels. 
The internal features of the ground floor have changed over time. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick 

Walls 2 Material Tile - Terracotta  

Roof Material  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

From the available information a building was constructed c1895 on this site and the first occupant was George 
Evans, a tent maker. 
The place was occupied by a series of tenants in the early decades of the 20th century. By 1928, the place was 
occupied by optometrist Mr S. Sainken.   
From the 1930s to late 1940s, a long-term tenant and owner were hatters, Grose brothers. The origin of the 
name 'Optical House' is not established as the occupancy by Sainken in the late 1920s does not appear 
consistent with the detail of the facade. Advertisements for a receptionist in The West Australian from 1950 refer 
to Optical House. 
In 1967 the current building was constructed by builders Brian and Sons for Elias Ezekiel. The building was the 
premises for M Ezekiel and Sons optometrists. The upper floor was occupied by Peter Gregory who operated a 
hairdressing salon.  
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.19 Marketing and retailing 
 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has some aesthetic value for the remnant elements of the Late Twentieth Century style on the upper 
level façade. 
The place has historic value for its association with the development of the Hay Street retail precinct throughout 
the 20th century. The place has social value for the many members of the community for its continuity of 
function, and contribution to the sense of place of the Hay Street mall. 
The place is representative of the type of commercial premises in a retail precinct that have grown and changed 
as occupancies and standards change. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place has historic value for its association with the development of the Hay Street retail precinct throughout 
the 20th century. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is representative of the type of commercial premises in a retail precinct that have grown and changed 
as occupancies and standards change. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place has social value for the many members of the community for its continuity of function, and 
contribution to the sense of place of the Hay Street mall. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place has some aesthetic value for the remnant elements of the Late Twentieth Century style on the upper 
level façade. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 
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HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Fair 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity. The place has experienced alteration to the 
ground level retail frontage and to the awning. The windows have been 
replaced with aluminium framed opening. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Considerable – Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality. 
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