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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Commercial Building 

Street Address 709-711 Hay Street Mall, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Lot 4 D 3435 

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 709-711 Hay Street; 491-491A Hay Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot F9 

Place ID 26608 

COP Property Key 175103 

Property Titles Lot 4 D 3435 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 19/09/2006 

Local Heritage Area Hay Street Mall (Proposed) 

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Contributory 

State Heritage Register No 
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Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year  

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use  

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Stripped Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Two storey brick building with art deco and classical detailing. The façade is simply expressed though much of 
the detail is obscured by the large metal modern window awnings. 
The ground level frontage has been divided into two units: the east unit has the more usual arrangement of 
shop display and entrance whilst the adjoining unit is a much narrower space with a concertina door. All original 
detailing has been removed from this level of the facade. 
Long open plan store with evidence of the original ceiling with art deco detailing and ornate cornices.  All other 
original finishes have been lost. Towards the rear of the retail area the space is a double height void which may 
be indicate that the retractable roof remains extant. 
The staircase to the upper rooms has retained the timber panelled balustrade which is now painted rather than 
the original natural timber. Timber panelling around the lift also remains extant. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Painted 

Walls 2 Material Render - Smooth 

Roof Material  

Architect F.G.B. Hawkins (1932) 

Builder Todd Bros 

Other Associations Walsh's Menswear 
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HISTORY  
 

                  

  

This building was constructed in 1932 for the owners and tenants, menswear retailers Walsh's Ltd.  The 
architect was F.G.B. Hawkins and the builders were Todd Brothers who submitted a successful tender for £5000 
to construct the place. 
The building originally featured face brickwork and circular motifs in the upper level windows. 
Since construction the building has had a variety of tenants and owners. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.19 Marketing and retailing 
 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has aesthetic value for the remaining elements of the Inter War style on the upper level façade. 
The place has historic value for its association with the development of the Hay Street retail precinct in the 
1930s. 
The place has historic value for its association with prominent retailer, Walsh's Ltd and architect F.G.B. 
Hawkins. 
The place has social value for the many members of the community for its continuity of function, and 
contribution to the sense of place of the Hay Street mall. 
The place is representative of the type of commercial premises in a retail precinct that have grown and changed 
as occupancies and standards change. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place has historic value for its association with the development of the Hay Street retail precinct in the 
1930s. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is representative of the type of commercial premises in a retail precinct that have grown and changed 
as occupancies and standards change. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 
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The place has aesthetic value for the remaining elements of the Inter War style on the upper level façade. 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place has historic value for its association with prominent retailer, Walsh's Ltd and architect F.G.B. 
Hawkins. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity. The building has undergone a number of 
transformations from store to picture theatre and remodelled to form a store 
in the 1930s. An article in the Daily News published on 14 May 1932, states 
that the retractable roof that formed part of the theatre function was retained 
at the time the retail use was introduced. It is unknown whether this still 
remains extant. 
The upper section of the facade retains the aesthetics of the 1930s art deco 
classical detailing although much is the detail is now obscured due to the 
modern window canopies and tenancy branding. 
The shop frontage has been divided into two units which both have been 
upgraded removing all traces of the 1930s retail frontage. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Considerable – Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality. 
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City of Perth Rates Books 
PO Directories 
Landgate Historical aerial photographs 
Hocking Heritage Studio (2017) Hay Street Mall Heritage Area Study. Perth - CM321798/17 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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