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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Devon House 

Street Address "DEVON HOUSE", 729 Hay Street Mall, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Lot 3 D 6874 

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 729 Hay Street Mall; 505 Hay Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot F10 

Place ID 2000 

COP Property Key 175099 

Property Titles Lot 3 D 6874 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 19/02/1990 

Local Heritage Area Hay Street Mall (Proposed) 

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Contributory 

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 
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Other Listings National Trust 

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1938 (1938 - 1938) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Art Deco 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Devon House is a four and five storey commercial building presenting with clearly discernible art deco styling. 
The building has been finished with a stucco render, creating a smooth finish to the elevations, with steel 
framed windows and glass block windows. The ground floor shop frontage has been remodelled but every other 
aspect of the facade retains its original detailing. Immediately above the new awning are a pair of steel framed 
openings, with a rendered fascia above with "Devon House" attached in art deco styled steel lettering. The 
remainder of the facade is dominated by rows of steel framed windows and glass block panels. 
Contemporary store fit out with no evidence of the 1930s detailing 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2 Material Metal - Steel  

Roof Material Concrete 

Architect John R Saunders; William T Leighton 

Builder  

Other Associations John Saunders (owner) 

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

This building was constructed in 1937 for the owners John R Saunders, a leading WA menswear chain, for 
£7245 to a design by architect William Leighton, who had joined, firm Baxter Cox. The building was leased and 
wasn’t used as a Saunders store until the early 1950s. John R Saunders Limited was sold to Roger David 
Menswear in the early 1980s. A hairdressing salon has been located in the building for over 50 years under 
different owners. 
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The Saunders family owned the building until 1999. The original design featured glass bricks from floor to ceiling 
to enable good natural light. One of the first tenants was tobacconist, B. H. Alston. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.19 Marketing and retailing 
 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is a very fine example the Inter-War Art Deco style applied to a commercial building incorporating 
one of Perth’s finest intact Art Deco style facades. 
The place is part of a landmark group of buildings in the Inter-War Functionalist and Art Deco styles comprising 
Devon House, Gledden Buildings and P&O Building (fmr). 
The place was built for and later occupied as a retail store by John R Saunders Ltd, a leading Western 
Australian chain of menswear stores. 
The place was designed by William Leighton one of the State’s foremost advocates of the Art Deco style. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place was built for and later occupied as a retail store by John R Saunders Ltd, a leading Western 
Australian chain of menswear stores. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a very fine example the Inter-War Art Deco style applied to a commercial building incorporating one 
of Perth’s finest intact Art Deco style facades. 
The place is part of a landmark group of buildings in the Inter-War Functionalist and Art Deco styles comprising 
Devon House, Gledden Buildings and P&O Building (fmr). 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 
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The place was designed by William Leighton one of the State’s foremost advocates of the Art Deco style. 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Fair 

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity. The exterior of Devon House presents largely as 
originally constructed, the main area of change being the ground floor retail 
unit. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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Initial date  
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