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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Gledden Building 

Street Address "GLEDDEN BUILDING", Unit 1-18/731 Hay Street Mall, PERTH WA  
6000 

Location Description Lot 1 SP 36087 

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 731 Hay Street Mall; 731-737 Hay Street Mall; 511-513 Hay Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot F10 

Place ID 2002 

COP Property Key 178360 

Property Titles Lot 1-18 SP 36087 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 19/02/1990 

Local Heritage Area Hay Street Mall (Proposed) 

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Contributory 

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings National Trust 

Heritage Agreement 24/02/1999 TRIM ID 49137/20;  
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24/10/2000 TRIM ID 49141/20 

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1937 (1935 - 1938) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use  

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use  

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Art Deco 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Gledden Building is an eight-storey building creating a distinctive landmark on the corner of Hay and William 
Streets. The dual frontages are identical separated by a curved wall at the corner. A two-storey tower completes 
the corner face of the building. 
The elevations are dominated by a regular rhythm of windows. All windows are timber framed sashes although 
those to the first floor have an additional highlight above the sash. Each window is separated from the one 
above by a fluted concrete panel. The facades are divided into bays, each separated by a full height concrete 
pilaster. The awning is the original 1930s structure which contains art deco motifs and the words "Gledden 
Arcade". The underside of the awning is lined with a stripe effect of smooth and roughcast panels. The arcade 
runs in an 'L' shape behind the corner retail unit., connecting Hay Street to William Street. 
A number of the offices on the upper levels have been reconfigured and finishes upgraded. Not much original 
detailing remains visible. Some original skirtings remain extant, comprising run plaster mouldings with a deep 
timber skirting below. The internal windows are metal framed and look out over a glazed roof above the arcade. 
Parquet flooring runs through the public landings. The original metal panelled emergency escape doors remain 
extant. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Concrete - Reinforced  

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Concrete 

Architect Harold Boas 

Builder A.T.Brine 

Other Associations Robert Gledden (donor) 
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HISTORY  
 

                  

  

The Gledden Building is named in recognition of Robert Gledden a wealthy local investor who donated a 
significant sum to the University of WA to promote education in the applied sciences.  UWA engaged architect 
Harold Boas to design a building on this prominent site in the city.  He submitted a design for a rare example of 
the Inter War Art Deco design in a high-rise building. 
The building was constructed in 1937 by contractors A.T. Brine and Co who bid a successful tender of 
£36845.The UWA Senate organised a competition to include decorative friezes on the theme of Western 
Australia in the building. Three prize winning designs were included in the finished building. Due to the impact of 
World War Two it wasn’t until 1954 that another high-rise building was built. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 112 Technology and technological change 
3. Occupations - 307 Intellectual activities, arts and crafts 
4. Social and civic activities - 407 Cultural activities 
6. People - 603 Local heroes and battlers 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.19 Marketing and retailing 
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.3 Learning to live with property booms and busts 
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres 
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.9 Commemorating significant events and people 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10.2 Creating visual arts 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place demonstrates an innovative response to the architectural and urban issues associated with the 
concept of a modern commercial building in the late 1930s.The place is the only high rise Inter-War Art Deco 
office building in Perth. 
The place is a rare and innovative combination of multiple functions within a city building, including basement 
restaurant, two level shopping arcade, office accommodation and roof top lookout. 
The building, for many years the highest in the city centre, mirrors the tower form of Perth Town Hall, and 
together the two landmark buildings visually define the extent of the Hay Street Mall. 
The place is an exceptional example of the integration of art and architecture, and demonstrates a 
contemporary concern for the civic value of public art. 
The art works, based on Western Australian themes and an integral part of the building, have aesthetic and 
historic significance in their own right. 
The association with the philanthropy of Robert Gledden, the architectural design of Harold Boas, and the 
University of Western Australia. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place is the only high-rise Inter-War Art Deco office building in Perth. 
The place is a rare and innovative combination of multiple functions within a city building, including basement 
restaurant, two level shopping arcade, office accommodation and roof top lookout. 
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HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place demonstrates an innovative response to the architectural and urban issues associated with the 
concept of a modern commercial building in the late 1930s.The building, for many years the highest in the city 
centre, mirrors the tower form of Perth Town Hall, and together the two landmark buildings visually define the 
extent of the Hay Street Mall. 
The place is an exceptional example of the integration of art and architecture, and demonstrates a 
contemporary concern for the civic value of public art. 
The art works, based on Western Australian themes and an integral part of the building, have aesthetic and 
historic significance in their own right. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The association with the philanthropy of Robert Gledden, the architectural design of Harold Boas, and the 
University of Western Australia. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity. The upper floors and arcade have retained their 
original Art Deco aesthetic. The shop frontages have been remodelled but 
are sympathetic to the original retail units. The Chemist unit to the east of the 
arcade has retained original aspects of the shop frontage. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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Q 711.409 SED A City and Its Setting, (1986) pp 140, 179 by Seddon, George;  
Q 725.22 GLE Gledden Building by Oldham Boas and Assoc Managing Agent Joseph Charles 
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PO Directories 
Landgate Historical aerial photographs 
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