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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Grosvenor Hotel 

Street Address "GROSVENOR HOTEL", 339-341 Hay Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 339-341 Hay Street; 50 Hay Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2165 

COP Property Key 175324 

Property Titles Lot 100 D 86597 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 19/06/1989 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings National Trust 

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/10/2008 TRIM ID 119282/08 Draft 

Original Construction Year (1887 - 1902) 1886 (east wing), 1887 (central) 1898 (west) 

Additional Construction Year (1) 1935 
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Additional Construction Year (2) 1974 

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Hotel, Tavern or Inn 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Hotel, Tavern or Inn 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Filigree 

Architectural Style 2 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 2 Specific Gothic 

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Two storey building with pitched roof verandahs constructed of timber and iron filigree. Facades embellished 
with quoining, label moulds and cornices. Some modifications at street level but otherwise substantially intact.  
Building comprises three sections, dating from the late nineteenth century and one from circa 1960's or 70's. 
Internal stairs believed to be intact. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Painted 

Walls 2 Material Brick - Rendered 

Roof Material Metal - Zincalume  

Architect Francis Bird (1885/6) G.K.K.Bond (1887 & 1898) 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Hotel dating from the period of commercial expansion in Perth following the gold rush of the 1890's. At this 
period a large number of hotels or  'pubs' were built in Perth, on the outskirts of the city and in country towns. 
They provided accommodation and refreshment to travellers and the increasing number of immigrants arriving in 
the state, including the large proportion of working men from Victoria. Typically, the hotel was constructed on a 
corner with the entrance to the public bar addressing the corner and the entrance for residents on one of the 
streets. There was often a tower or other feature on the corner and a verandah with elaborate cast iron 
decoration along the street facades. (Extracted from M. Pitt Morrison and J. White in C.T. Stannage, A New 
History of Western Australia; U.W.A. 1981) The Grosvenor Hotel exhibits three phases of development. The first 
(circa 1887) using colonial style with iron lace decoration to verandah posts and balustrades; the second in 
Federal Gothic style with battlement parapet and pointed arches to window openings. The third stage of 
development circa 1970 is not significant. 
The Grosvenor Hotel has operated on the property since 1886. A two-storey building was designed by architect 
Francis Bird in 1885/1886 and forms the original part of the hotel. Two new wings to the building were 
constructed in 1887 and 1898 respectively. In 1888 the hotel was advertised as being located in the most 
desirable and healthy part of Perth and within easy distance to the Town Hall and was an alternative to the 
hotels located close to the train line. The hotel had many owners including Mayor of City of Perth Stephen Henry 
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Parker. Viola Pittman and her family owned the hotel for 40 years from 1923. During the 1950s it was associated 
with the Perth Football Club which was based at the WA Cricket Ground (WACA) when team members and 
associates met for drinks and gatherings. Internal renovations have occurred over time which reflected the 
changes how people used the hotel. For example the need for accommodation decreased as the demand for 
bigger function spaces increased in the late twentieth century. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 311 Hospitality industry and tourism 
4. Social and civic activities - 405 Sport, recreation and entertainment 
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.12.5 Retailing foods and beverages 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.4 Eating and drinking 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is one of only three hotels from the 1880s still extant in central Perth, that is the Grosvenor Hotel, the 
William Street wing of the Royal Hotel and the Globe Hotel in Wellington Street. 
The place is rare in metropolitan Perth for its combination of architectural styles, which are Victorian Regency 
and Victorian Gothic Revival. 
The place is significant for its contribution to the streetscape.  
The grouping of the Grosvenor Hotel, the Perth Mint, buildings from Mercedes Girls School and the inter war 
shops on the opposite corner make a positive contribution to the streetscape. 
The place represents the principle characteristics of a hotel from the late 19th and early 20th century although 
the interior layout has been substantially altered from its original form the basic structure of the building can be 
understood from the remaining fabric. 
The place is an uncommon example of a hotel in Perth which performs the same basic functions at the same 
site for over 120 years. 
The place is valued for its association with the hospitality industry since 1886.  
The place has been used as a hotel for accommodation and later as a public house and restaurant.  
Its evolution of usage represents the changing patterns of use associated with licensed premises in the City of 
Perth and the state. 
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HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place represents the principle characteristics of a hotel from the late 19th and early 20th century although 
the interior layout has been substantially altered from its original form the basic structure of the building can be 
understood from the remaining fabric. 
The place is valued for its association with the hospitality industry since 1886. The place has been used as a 
hotel for accommodation and later as a public house and restaurant. Its evolution of usage represents the 
changing patterns of use associated with licensed premises in the City of Perth and the state. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place is one of only three hotels from the 1880s still extant in central Perth, that is the Grosvenor Hotel, the 
William Street wing of the Royal Hotel and the Globe Hotel in Wellington Street. 
The place is an uncommon example of a hotel in Perth which performs the same basic functions at the same 
site for over 120 years. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 
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HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is rare in metropolitan Perth for its combination of architectural styles, which are Victorian Regency 
and Victorian Gothic Revival. 
The place is significant for its contribution to the streetscape. The grouping of the Grosvenor Hotel, the Perth 
Mint, buildings from Mercedes Girls School and the inter war shops on the opposite corner make a positive 
contribution to the streetscape. 
 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Very Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it there is some loss of original detail 
externally and internally. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

COP Heritage Places File 3.77/339 
Conservation Plan - Hay 339 347 - Grosvenor Hotel - Draft - 2008, Hocking Planning and Architecture 
 

 

 

                  

   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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