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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name St. George's Hall Fagcade
Street Address "DISTRICT COURT", 500 Hay Street, PERTH WA 6000
Location Description

Other Names

Historical Street Address 500 Hay Street; 508 Hay Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 1985

COP Property Key 177111

Property Titles Lot 500 P 65049 RESV39908 C Class, Lot 300 P 48610 RESV39908 C

Class, Lot 502 P 57040 RESV39908 C Class

PLACE DETAILS |

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes

Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement 07/08/2007 TRIM ID 41260/08
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Conservation Management Plan 01/12/2006 TRIM ID P1705447 Original (full copy not found)
Original Construction Year 1879 (1879 - 1879)
Additional Construction Year (1)

Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year (1985 - 1995)
INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Social/Recreational

Original - Specific Use Community Hall/Centre
Present - General Use Other - see Historical Notes

Present - Specific Use

Integrity - Summary Low

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General Victorian (c.1840-c.1890)

Architectural Style 1 Specific Academic Classical

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Symmetrical facade with pediment portico derived from classical temple front. Conventional classical order of
architecture as represented by Greek columns.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered
Walls 2 Material

Roof Material

Architect

Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

St. George's Hall was built in 1879 by the legal firm of Stone & Burt and was the first real theatre in Perth. In the
1880's it was well used by visiting and local performers but was very much an institution for the 'respectable
classes'. The building was constructed of brick with all the double storey facade designed by Henry G. Prinsep
(an early settler) based on the Lyceum Theatre in London and designed to resemble a Greek temple with
columns and steps leading up from Hay Street. As other theatres were built, the St Georges hall was too small
to function as a theatre and fell into disuse. The building was later used by various government departments
including tramways, lithographic, Medical and Child Welfare Departments. The Building was demolished in
1986. The facade remains intact with an area behind the facade being landscaped with a circular alfresco dining
area being established.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Occupations - 307 Intellectual activities, arts and crafts
4. Social and civic activities - 405 Sport, recreation and entertainment
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.21 Entertaining for profit
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.1 Organising recreation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place was the first purpose-built hall for public entertainment in Perth until the construction of more
elaborate venues in the 1890s following Western Australia’s Gold Boom.

The Victorian Academic Classical architectural style of the portico is relatively rare in Western Australia.

The place is of aesthetic significance because it is a recognised landmark in the City of Perth.

The construction of the place symbolises the evolution of Perth and Western Australia from a struggling colonial
outpost with limited economic resources and population, into one that had become viable through the
introduction of convicts and the assisted migration program.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place was the first purpose-built hall for public entertainment in Perth until the construction of more
elaborate venues in the 1890s following Western Australia’s Gold Boom.

The construction of the place symbolises the evolution of Perth and Western Australia from a struggling colonial
outpost with limited economic resources and population, into one that had become viable through the
introduction of convicts and the assisted migration program.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The Victorian Academic Classical architectural style of the portico is relatively rare in Western Australia.
The place is of aesthetic significance because it is a recognised landmark in the City of Perth.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement
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HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good
Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as only the facade remains intact and restored.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1

REFERENCES

COP File P1705035 Conservation Report;
COP Heritage Places File 1.49/508;
Building Plaque

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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